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FOREWORD 


II!" anyone doubted the genius for research in the his- 
torical field which 1\iiss Janet Carnochan possesses, the 
following pages \vould dispel the doubt. The work is an 
exanlple of elaborate and untiring investigation. It 
enlbodies the fullest details of the history of Niagara. 
All the phases of the town's existence since the days of 
Governor Sinlcoe, every incident that reveals the close 
connection between the growth of the place and the devel- 
oplnent of the Province, are to be found here. The local 
narrative is in itself oí wide interest because Niagara is 
a kind of nlother-colony, and fronl it have gone forth to 
other parts of Canada fan1Ìlies and individuals retaining 
nlenlories and traditions of the early settlement. But the 
book is much more than local in its theme. As the first 
capital of Upper Canada, where the Legislature began its 
sessions, as a battle-ground in the 'Var of 1812, as a border 
town intinlately associated \vith international disturb- 
ances, Niagara touches national history at nlany points. 
Miss Carnochan has left nothing unrecorded. From the 
rich stores of her knowledge have been drawn details of 
political, social, religious, educational and comnlercial 
beginnings. 'Ve get a conlplete picture of life in one of 
our oldest and most interesting towns, and can reconstruct 
in the mind's eye what Canada was like more than a cen- 
v 
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tury ago. The toil which has produced so notable a work 
nlust haye been inlnlense, and entitles the authoress to 
the gratitude of her fellow Canaùians. 
Iiss Carnochan 
has long been famous for devotion to tasks of this kind. 
The transactions of the Niagara Historical Society bear 
evidence to her zeal in the cause of original research. The 
establishment of the unique Historical 
Iuseunl in the 
to'wn is due to her indOlnitable enterprise and owes Il1uch 
to her generosity and unselfishness. These and similar 
achievenlents, proofs of a practical patriotism all too rare, 
are now capped by the History of Niagara, which is a 

 
tinlely contribution to our scanty knowledge of bygone 
days. It is to be hoped that the book ,vill find many 
readers, both on account of its nlerits and as a slight 
recognition of the labours of its gifted authoress. 


A. H. U. COLQUHOUN. 



PREFACE 


FROJ.\tI nlany sources, at many times, in various ways, has 
the nlaterial for this book been gathered. For years I had 
jotted down anything I found interesting relating to the 
early history of the town, not with any idea of using in 
this way, but merely to please nlyself. The first sugges- 
tion that I should write the history of Niagara was made 
to TIle by Lady Edgar several years before her death, but 
other occupations prevented this being carried out. From 
old Niagara papers, fronl books of travel, from original 
documents, fronl tales told by the earliest inhabitants, 
fronl happy days spent in many libraries, I have gleaned. 
Had I begun the work 'while some of the old pioneers of 
this vicinity were living, nluch nlore, never to be gained 
now, might have been obtained. I have thought it 
renlarkable that very few of the early fanlilies have kept 
records of the tinle of landing here, but there have been 
sad reasons to explain the abse
ce of these documents in 
the events of 1813-1814. It is to be hoped that in every 
town, township and county of this vast Dominion swept 
by three great oceans steps TIlay be taken to gather, \vhile 
it may be done, the first beginnings, the noble deeds, the 
struggles to conquer the hard conditions of life. Much 
has been done in sonle places, as, for instance, the story of 
the Talbot settlenlent, by Dr. Coyne, and the pathetic story 
vii 
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of the Red River Settlers and the sufferings of Selkirk in 
hi
 attenlpts to better the condition of his countrymen, by 
Dr. Bryce, but nluch remains to be done. 
A few words in explanation. This is not the story of 
Niagara now. 
Iy work for years appears to have been 
not to exploit the present but to try to do justice to thos<! 
who have gone before, to tell of the noble work they aCCOIll- 
plished and of the difficulties they surnlounted. It nlust 
be seen that, though so much has been gathered, still 
much remains untold. For thi:; reason I have placed the 
words "Tn Part" following the words "IIistory of 
Niagara," hoping that others nlay take up the work. It 
will be seen that much has been dra,vn from IllY papers 
rcad before Historical Societies, but by far the greater part 
of the book has never before appeared in print, and the 
sanle can be said of the illustrations, about fifty in number. 
These also are fronl various sources and of nlany styles- 
reproductions of old nliniatures, oil paintings, water- 
colors, silhouettes, old-fashioned daguerreotypes and the 
lnoclern kodak print. 
To many individuals I owe thanks for kindness extenùed. 
Dr. Brymner in the Archives Branch showed every cour- 
tesy, as did Dr. Bain in the Reference Library; also to 
}ir. Avern Pardoe in the Legislative Library, Dr. Fraser 
in the Archives, J. J. 
Iurphy in the Crown Lands Depart- 
Illent, 
Ir. J. Ro
s Uobertson for the help given by his 
" Landmarks" and" IIistory of Free 
iasonry," Colonel 
Cruikshank's" Doculucntary IIi
tory," 
Irs. J. G. Currie 
for rare pamphlets, 'Ii
s Quaùe's "Renliniscenee:i," and 
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those of Miss Gilkeson and J. A. Davidson, Dr. C. C. James 
for his "Early Legislators," Rev. E. de M. Rudolf, Dr. 
Boyle, Dr. Colquhoun, Mr. C. A. F. Ball, Mr. J. McFar- 
land, Mr. P. A. Porter, and to nlany others. To Mrs. E. J. 
Thompson thanks are due for kodak views, to officers of 
the town for allowing examination of documents in min- 
utes of churches, libraries, schools, and town records. I had 
thought to give a list of books frolll which I have gleaned, 
and indeed began it, but the number increased so that I 
relinquished the idea, the lin1Ïts of time and space for- 
bidding. 
As the greatest lyrical poet hoped 
'to write a book or 
sing a song for Scotland's 
ake," so I in a hunlbler way 
have ainled to write a verse or tell a story for Niagara's 
sake, "mine own ronlantic town." To all Niagarians here 
or in distant homes this work is dedicated. 



CHAPTER 
I. 
II. 
III. 
IV. 
V. 
VI. 
VII. 
VIII. 


IX. 
X. 
XI. 
XII. 
XIII. 
XIV. 
XV. 
XVI. 
XVII. 
XVIII. 
XIX. 
XX. 
XXI. 
XXII. 
XXIII. 
XXIV. 
XXV. 
XXVI. 
XXVII. 
XXVIII. 


CONTENTS 


PAGE 
1 
7 
10 
13 
19 
24 
28 


NIAGARA 
EARLY CENSUS AND lVluNICIPAL RECORDS 
NA YY HALL AND FORT GEORGE 
FIRST P ARLIA1\IENT AND GOVERN"OR SI1\ICOE 
THE UNITED El\IPIRE LOYALISTS 
GENERAL SIR ISAAC BROCK 
BUTLER'S BARRACKS 
AMERICAN OCCUPATIOX, MAY 27TH TO DECEMBER 
10TH, 1813 32 
FORT NIAGARA 41 
NIAGARA LIBRARY, 1800-1820 46 
ST. MARK'S CHURCH 56 
NEWSPAPERS . 69 
ST. ANDREW'S CHURCH . 80 
STREETS AND MAPS OF THE TOWN 97 
EARLY BUILDINGS AND EARLY l\IERCHANTS . 106 
FREEMASONS . 120 
SCHOOLS, PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 128 
THE BOATS AND HARBOR AND DOCK COMPANY . 135 
ASSEMBLIES, B
\LLS AND CELEBRATIONS 141 
GRO'VTH OF THE TOWN AND CHANGES . . 147 
THE l\IAYORS OF NIAGARA AND THE TOWN RECORDS 150 
THE JAIL AND THE COURT HOUSE . 157 
THE METHODIST CHURCH 163 
MILITARY . 166 
THE BAPTIST CHURCH . . 176 
GRAVEYARDS OF NIAGARA AND VICINITY . 178 
INDIAl\""S, THEIR TREATIES AND COUNCIL MEETINGS 191 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CHURCH . 201 


xi 



xu 


CONTENTS 


CHAPTER PAGE 
XXIX. AFRICANS I'\'" NIAGARA 203 
XXX. ODD ADVERTISEl\IE
TS AXD ITE
[S FOlTND I
 
NIAGARA P APER
 208 
XXXI. CANADA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 212 
XXXII. NIAGARA PUBLIC' LIBRARY . 214 
XXXIII. NIAGARA HIGH SCHOOL 219 
XXXIV. STATUTES PASSED IX P_\RLIA:\IE
T RELATIXG TO 
NIAGARA FHO)[ 1792 TO 1840 230 
XXXV. PHYSICIAXS A
D LAWYERS . 234 
XXXVI. POST OFFICES ASD POSTMASTERS 243 
XXXVII. OBITUARY NOTICES 243 
XXXVIII. SOCIETIES A!\D CLUBS . 255 
XXXIX. SOCIETIES 266 
XL. BOOKS PRIKTED OR \VRITTEN HERE 285 
XLI. POEMS RELATIKG TO NIAGARA 289 
XLII. FRUIT IN THE NIAG.\RA PENIXSULA 308 
XLIII. REFEREKCES '1'0 EAHLY BOOKS OF TRAYEL 311 
XLIV. VISITORS AT NIAGARA . 314 
CLOSI
G \VOlms . 322 



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 


PAGE 


St. Mark's in 1834 
Paradise Grove 
Parliament Oak 
House of D. W. Smith, 1793 
Sir Isaac Brock 
Brock's Cocked Hat 
Lighthouse and Lighthouse Keeper's House, built 1803 . 
Hospital Built in 1822, showing Palings around Butler's 
Barracks 


. Frontispiece 


1 
16 
21 
25 
25 
28 


Battle of Fort George, May 27, 1813 . 
Fort Niagara, erected 1725 and 1749 . 
Joint Funeral, June 25, 1911 
St. Mark's Church 
House of J. Powell, 1826, afterwards owned by J as. 
Boulton and Dr. Morson 65 
St. Andrew's Church 80 
Pulpit of St. Andrew's Church 83 
Rev. Dr. McGill 94 
House of George Field, built 1802 . 101 
House of Jas. McFarland, built 1800 . . 101 
Locust Grove, Residence of Mrs. .T. W. Ball . 108 
Residence of Miss Mary Servos . . 108 
House used as a School by Miss Young in 1825. Built in 
1816 . 119 
James Butler's House before 1812 . 119 
Masonic Hall . 122 
Queenston in 1840 . 122 


28 
39 
42 
42 
65 


xiii 



XIY 


LIST OP ILLUSTRATIONS 


PAGE 


Representative l\1en
Hon. John Simpson, Judge Camp- 
bell, RaIfe Clench, Jas. M. Dunn, LL.B. . . 147 
The Old Jail and Court House . 151 
The Western Home, formerly the Old Jail and Court 
House . 151 
Representative Men--Col. :Macdougal. Capt. D. Milloy, 
Henry Paffard, Major Hiscott, M.P.P. . 154 
Hon. Robert Hamilton . 158 
Father Gordon . 201 
St. Vincent de Paul Church . 201 
Seal of the Grammar School . 232 
High School Centenary, 1908 . 232 
Historical Building . 279 
Navy HalJ . 279 
High Post Bedstead in Historical Building . 282 
Tablets to Early Settlers in Historical Building 282 
Count de Puisaye . 289 
Count de Puisaye's House, built 1799 . 289 
Sycamore Tree at Fort George 293 
Balm of Gilead in "The Wilderness" . 293 
Officers' Quarters, Butler's Barracks . . 300 
French Thorn Trees . 300 
William Kirby, F.R.S.C. . 304 
Laura Ingersoll Secord . 316 
Monument at Queenston, 1911 . 316 



HISTORY OF' NIAGARA 




 


...... 


. . 
.
 'r 
.' 


..., ..,.":" 
.. 
'.,f' -. ' 
 
'l ;'" 

.... . 
--...' ... '\ 
 . 
.. .. 
.o. '" 

. 
 ,.... v 


'" . 

 
... 


:!
 " 
'\ 


" 


.. ' 
" >> 101 \. 


... .. 
.. ... 

 
 
t 
... 
to. 
f. 
'" 


, .. 


: 


ç;... :.;. 
....It.: ... Jt<.. 
\ 
\.. 
'\. 


.,. 


.' 

.' , 
"'., ..
o. 
.:., 


r " 
. (.' 'C" . "f 
.,;. ..'#.. . 


-
 



 
'... 


"-. 

 


J 
 . ..
 
. 
.
 '. 
'. ;t- 


. 
. , . 



 l.' 


..:
' 


- 

" 


" 
4 ,Þ,. ' 
.. ... 
, 
.â' .. .:- 
,...- .'''' 
.... 


.a 


..' 


'. . 


.. 


. 
. .. 



 


.,. 


.
 . 

 
1'.r..'
 1- 
, .

 ,
 
. I< ";II" III' 


. .' 


..o. 
.. '. 


'io<. 


".' 


l"(, 





" r"
 
, '\ 
,. , 
.,.. . , 
. . 
.. (' 
. 
 
"" 
..... 


-:! 


.f
 



'" 
tlJ 

 
" If "\.. 
""1- 
.....:. '" 


0,).. 


....;. ..... 
. '4 .,I 
,. , 



" 


.. . _. 
t. 
"", '\ ' .. 
.'t .... ,. 
t '\.
 .... 

 "'.. . 
.. 
,. 
'" . ' .. 
.1 t 
, "<: {:
' 
;. 
"- " .. 
., 
I" ' 
\ .' 
. \ .. 
.a- J 
- 
, 
. 
I ! .. f (II' a It r 
. .. 
--- 



' 


f
 ). 
, 
}Ij',tt.. 
. . r 


'\.\ ,. 


'It- 


PAH.ADI
E GROVE. 



HISTORY OF NIAGARA 


CHAPTER I. 
NIAGARA. 


OUINAGARAH-, Ongiara, Niagara,-in the index of the 
"Documentary History of New York," there are over forty 
fornls of the sonorous Indian word, sonorous yet soft and 
musical; the ,vord is thought by sonle to be the only word 
left of the language of ,the Neutral Indians who formerly 
occupied this territory. By ho,v nlany nanles known since 
-Loyal Village, Butlersburg, West Niagara, Newark, 
Niagara, and no,v Niagara-on-the-Lake-the un,vary ex- 
plorer of archives may easily be led astray, for in early 
records Niagara generally means Fort Niagara, and Little 
Niagara, the upper end of the portage road near Fort 
Schlosser on the .A,nlerican side. .A.nd now further diffi- 
culties await the unwary traveller from the repetition of 
the word as Niagara Fans, Niagara Falls South, Niagara 
Falls Centre, Niagara Falls, N.Y., giving ample oppor- 
tunity for letters and baggage to go astray. 
It is a beautiful spot with wonderful natural advantages- 
the broad lake, the blue river, forts, lighthouse, old elms, 
linden trees, ,yeeping willows. broad, quiet streets, and 
alnlost every spot being of historic interest. It has been 
said that to know the history of Niagara is to know nluch 
of the history of Upper Canada. Niagara was at different 
times a legislative, military, literary, commercial, naval, 
(1ducational and social centre; the centre, too, of the Indian 
trade and the refuge of escaped slaves. A town that has 
been the scene of a battle, that had the first Parliament, two 
of the first churches, the first library, the first newspaper, 
the first agricultural society in Ontario, may lay claim to 
the jntere
t of the historian. Here lived for 8, time two 
2 t 



.) 
"" 


HISTOHY OF NI_\GAR
\ 


governors-Sinlcoe and Brock-who, if not po

e:,
cd of the 
eloquence or literary skill of a. Dufferin or a. Lorne, showed 
lnuch zeal, ,visdom, c.ourage and ability in the trying houT 
of need. 
\. town that has been in the hands of the enelny 
and again a heap of Rllloking ruill
, and, phænix-like, 
rising fr.om its .o,,-n asheR, and now the quiet beauty 
of lake and river, forest aud plain, rich vineyards and 
orchards of luscious fruit, Inay :-:urely justify us, like St. 
Paul, who boasted that he was an inhabitant .of " no mean 
city," in rejoicing that we ha'-e a goodly heritage of which 
we may justly feel proud. 
Of the early history of thl' pt
ll insula there iR only known 
that it was the abode .of the Neutral Indians, called so 
hecause in the "oars between the Iroquois to the south and 
the Hurons to the north the Neutrals took no part, but 
allo,ved both to tra yel through their territory, not taking 
sides with either. 
\fter the fierce lr.oquois of New York 
State had annihilated the Hurons they attacked and COB1- 
pletely destroyed the Neutrals, 'who were a peaceful nation 
with various village
 in 'Vestern Ontario, Niagara being 
the last village to the east. 'fhe word Niagara, ]neaning 
"the Strait." had various nwanings attached to it. \Vhat 
is now the conlIllon anù the nlilitary re::5erve wa
 a. plain 
aevoted to raising corn, and agaiIl the scene of an r ndian 
('ouncil and treaty luaking. 'rhe fir8t European visiior of 
WhOIl1 ,ve have any record is Father Daillon, ,vh.o is said to 
ha'\e celebrated n1ass .on the ,vest 
ide of the river in 1626; 
(talinée and Dollier caIne in 16-10, and again in ] G6fJ. TIl 
the Galinée narratiye, founù in the tJ esuit Relation
, th<.'y 
lnention passing the mouth of the riyer. ,Another name for 
the Neutrals waR the 1-\ttiwandarons. ;:,0 cu}]
ù hv the 
TIurons. L\fter the X eutrals were destroyed the J\Iissis- 

llufW:-" a hranch of the Chippewa nation, cànH
 to the we
t 
:-:ide, a few {)f the Senecas being OIl the ea:ìt öic1e. By the 
treaty of 1764. concluded hv Sir 'Villianl .Tohn:-:on 
1 
.J ohu'son lIall, thp Sen('ca
 ce'ded å tract .of land on hoth 
:-;ide
 of the ri \ er of fourteen Jniles in length by four 
in breadth. This treaty was 
uhsequently confirmed by a 
treaty with thp 
[is
issauga
, \vh.o clain1ed ownership in 
tnp lan{l
 on the wP
t 
ide ()f the riyer. 
Tlw 

tt]en1ent on that sidt" of th
 ri\cr 
eems to han? 
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been brought about by a suggestion of Haldin1and in 1779, 
that crops be raised to supply the garrison at Fort Niagara, 
the soil 'Of the west side being gDod, as the rations served 
out to the Indians and settlers were a heavy tax on 
the British Governmell t. Previous to this all refugees, all 
Indian allies, came to the fort for protection and food; 
but then began the settlement at Niagara, then called West 
Niagara to distinguish it from the Fort, the only previous 
attempt to cultivate the soil having been made by La Salle, 
as recorded by Hennepin: "In 1679 the Sieur de la Salle 
employed some of our men in preparing some ground on 
the western side of the Strait of Niagara, where ,ve planted 
some vegetables for the use of those who should come to 
live at this place." 
In 1780 the proposal of IIaldin1and was approved by the 
Home Government: "the vast expense and difficulty attend- 
ing the transport of provisions for His 
Iajesty's loyal 
subjects, driven from their homes to take refuge at 
NÜlgara," is spoken of, provisions for a year promised, seed, 
lnills, ploughs, and other implements of husbandry to be 
furnished, the grain, etc., raised not required by the set- 
tlers to be sold to rthe comJnanding officer at the Fort. So 
thus began the cultivation of the land and the settlement 
of families, as in 1781 ,Colonel Butler n1entions that he has 
four or five families settled who have built themselves 
houses; "they will want sixty bushels of spring wheat and 
oats, twelve of buckwheat, and '3. barrel of Indian corn for 
planting." He mentions that Peter and James Secord, 
two of the farmers already settled, were about to build a 
saw and grist n1Ìll. \Ye find that Butler took 'a census in 
] 782-3 and gives the nalnes of sixteen families, numbering 
sixty-eight persons, giving the number of acres under cul- 
tivation ancl anlo'Unt of horse
, ('attIe, 
heep and hogs 
owned. 
What Ilanles are called up in a glance at the past history 
of the town! La Salle, that man of iron; Butler and 
Brant, the wise Simcoe, the brave Brock, the Duke of Kent; 
Hamil ton, the founder of Queenston; the Duke de Roche- 
foucauld de Liancourt; the poet 
foore; the French Count, 
fieneral (1p Pl1isayp: Ailrlison, thf' first n1Ïssionary; l\Iolly 
Brant, and 11l3ny other:-:. 
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Xiagara has gone through many stages of growth anù 
decay since the firMt census was taken in 1782. It was the 
abode of the Goyernment officials during the first five year8 
of Parlianlent; prospering till the 'Yar of 1812-14; then at 
one fell swoop wiped out of existence; then becoming a COl11- 
n1ercial centre, its n1erchall't
 supplying the then hamlets 
of Hamilton and St. Catharines; its docks and foundrieR 
with their busy worknlen sending out many of the vessels 
for the lake traffie. The la"r hURiness for three countie
- 
Lincoln, 'Velland and Haldinlal1d-,vas transacted here, the 
a:-::
izes often lasting for six weeks, the town full of lawyers, 
C'lients, witnesses. 
Iany regin1ents were quartered here- 
King's Dragoon Guards, Highlanders, Royal Engineer:;:, 
King's Eighth, Sappers, and l\Iiners 
 famous regiments, 
among them the 41
t, 49th, 70th and 79th. The to,VTI, 
numbering at one tin1e about four thousand inhabitant
, 
:-::ent a memher to Parliament. 1-'hen came its dark davs. 
The shipbuilding interest langui
hed, the dockyards closed, 
the count
T town was removed, the troops were recalled, 
different industries, a
 car factory, tannery, steel ".orks, 
and knitting factor
Y, failed, and numerous fires occurred. 
The town seemed dOOn1e(1. A clever article bv a noted news- 
paperman descriher1 it as "Lotu
 T'Ûwn." "But 
ince that 
aay the retrograclp nl0YCn1ent has been arre
tp(l. Thp build- 
ing of the Queen'!=: Royal IIotel on its llnrival1ed site, the 
rhantauqua Hotel. the conference of Bible fo:hulents, the 
tournaments, volunteer can1p
, .waterworks, electric light, 
cement pavements, planting of shade trees on the streets, 
the to,vn park, development of fruit farms, new residencc
, 
all show a new town. 'The streets had been laid out in 
1,{!)1 with mathenuttical regularity, and noW' in sumn1er 
the maples, clIns and lindens give alnp)c shade. From the 
notp} may be seen an uuriyalleà panorama of lake, river, 
forts, steanlerR passing, ihp fisher111 an 's nets, rowboats and 
yacht
, n10torboats, laughing children bathing on the saft' 
and sloping beach. From the fort is heard the F:ound of 
the bugle, clear 3nd sweet, or nearer the rh

thn1Ïcal beat 
of the waves upon the shore or the music of the waving 
bra.nches of trees. Seen, too, the lofty Sh.'"Y of ethereal bJue, 
and in the evening, when the sun seems to sink into the 
lakl?, the crimF:on Rnà golò., aZ11rp. Rnil purple, with hl?Bvenly 
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tints of mauve and pink, are reproduced in the lake wi,thout 
a ripple, anc1later the lights from the officers' quarters and 
the. lighthouse, slanting across the river alnlost to our 
feet-what fairer sight can any country boast? 
While Niagara may never be a busy commercial or manu- 
facturing town, it has unequalled advantages as a watering 
place, and is a centre for all those open-air amusemellt
 
now happily so C0111nlOn, as golf, tennis, bowling, boating. 
fishing and bathing; a visit to the wharf in September will 
show, with its thousands of baskets of fruit-peaches, pears, 
plunls and grapes-that this is indeed the garden of Can- 
ada. The points of interest are nUInerous. Besides the 
three forts in view-Niagara, l\Iississauga and George-'are 
the Halfmoon Battery, Navy Hall, Lover's Lane, Paradise 
Grove, Butler's Barracks, the French Thorns, the Parlia- 
ment Oak, Crookston, St. 1\Iark's graveyard, the old jail 
and court house (now the houle of waifs and strays) , the two 
historic churches, St. l\Iark's and St. ..L<\ndrew's, and not 
far distant Brock's nlonun1ent, the Devil's Hole, Foster'
 
Flats, and the Glen. The traveller may also visit the pub- 
lic library containing over seven thousand volunles, and the 
historical building with many articles of interest to the 
antiquarian or the student of Canadian history, such as 
military relics, documents, pictures, Indian relics, china, 
household articles-six thousand in nUIllber. \Vith all this 
the beauties of the town have not been exhausted, and Inuch 
nlore to be seen will amply repay the visit of the tourist. 
But ,vho can t.pll in adequate words thE' feeling \vith 
which Niagarians far from the old town think of it? IIow 
the heart warms at the lnention of the name; ho,v they COllW 
to visit, after what seenl years of exile, every spot endeared 
to them since chilc1hooc1, and which memory invests with 
a halo of beauty. But if their absence has l)een long, how 
few of the old friends they find, alas! as one sadly and 
pathetically said: "I found lTIOre of Iny old friends in the 
graveyards than elsewhere in the town." But the scenery 
has not lost its beauty. "\Vhere can ,,'e find a D10re 
beautiful vista than to stand at the railway platform in 
town and look in the direction of the river? What com- 
bination of colors could be more entrancing-the green 
trees on earh 
ide, the blue river and the white fort? ..L\nd 
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to stand on any of our streets in the evening at 
unset and 
look north, the long avenue of trees ending ,vith the glorious 
crin1son sky, changing to softer tints-the blaze of glory 
lifts the thoughts to the great Creator of all this beauty. 
Is this a foretaste of the unknown hereafter? Or stand on 
the knoll at Fort George near the spot where Brock "ra
 
buried, and take in the view of fast-flowing river with 
hanks of soft green, the historic fort reaching hack to 
French occupation, the seemingly boundless lake beyond; 
or walk-for walking here is pleasure----and sit on the hallk 
of the river watching the points and bays, and think or 
the ceaseless fio"r cOluing fron1 far Superior to our own 
Ontario Lake, by rivers-some flowing south, some north- 
and finally luaking that tremendous leap following till' 
tumultuous rapids, and then the DIad circling waters of 
the whirlpool, and flowing nlaje
tically onward through the 
rapids of the noble St. Lawrence, to the Yfist ocean beyüll<1. 
Is there any wonder that "
e lo,re our town? Oh, Niagara! 
never can thy heautie
 be forgotten. 



CHAPTER II. 
EARLY CENSUS AND ]IUNICIPAL RECORDS. 


ON August 25th, 1782, Colonel Butler took the first 
census of the Settlen1ent of Niagara. The nan1es are 
Peter Secord, John Secorrl, James Secord, Isaac Dolson, 
George Stuart, George Fields, John Depue, Daniel Rowe, 
Elijah Phelps, Philip Bender, Samuel Lutz, 
1:ichael 
Showers, Harn1011ious Hou
e, Thon1as Mc)Iicking, Adan1 
Young, 
lcGregor Van Eycry, representing all told 238 
acres èleared, 45 horses, 55 ratth
, 88 hog
, 30 sheep, 206 
bushels of wheat, 930 bushels of corn, 46 bushels of oats, 
GOO bushels of potatoes. The enumeration is given thus: 
Peter Secord, 7 persons, 4 hor
es, 6 cattle, 1-1 hog
, 20 
acres cleared, 80 bushel
 of wheat, 65 bushels of Inrlian 
corn, 100 bushels of potatoe
, 5 bushels of oats. Tholnas 
Mc
1:icking brought with hiIn one lnale slaye. rrhere werc 
16 fan1Ïlie
 and 83 persons. 
In 1'183 another census was taken, the settlers now nunl- 
bering 46 fanlilies, huving 4-4 houses and 20 barns. owning 
124 horses, 195 cattle, 332 hogs, 713 acres cleared, 123 
sown with winter wheat, and :342 ready for sowing. The 
additional names are John 
la('douell, Peter Ilare, Bernarù 
Frey, Andrew Bradt, Benjanlin Pawling, ,-1 acob Ban, Peter 
Ball, Robert Guthrie, John Reiley, John Coon, J aroh Ben- 
ner, George Rencier (Rensselaer), EZ(
kiel Rrown, Joseph 
Robinson, P. Thol11pson, Brant .1ohn:-\oJl, .J o11n Bureh, 
Thomas Secord, Ralph John8ton, J
hn Chishohn, F. Els- 
worth, James Forsyth, T. lVlillard, A. Macdonell, A. 
Slingerland, H. Matthews, H. Volleck, Joseph Peters, John 
Secord, .J r., S. Sipe
. rro whflt (lÏF:tanre' th
 R('ttlelnent 
extended we know not. 
From the archi,Tes we learn that on May 3rd, 17R3, rations 
were given, and in .July, to 258 men, !)!) women, and 263 
('hildren, of those settled opposite Fort Niagara. r n ] 78 1 
there were 600 rations per day given. 
Although surh -an old to,vn, the records go back to only 
] R46, the date of incorporation. a
 preyiously the ref'orrl 
'( 
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book was for the town and to"J}ship, and this was retained 
by the latter. The records, however, are very meagre, 
chiefly relating to the rules for fencing, marking cattlc, 
nanles of assessors, fence-viewers, etc. Strange to say the 
presiding officer was the constable. On AuguBt 8th, 1793, 
" A town meeting "
as appointed at Newark by the petty 
sessions of magistrates-Peter Russell, Hobert Hamilton, 
Robert Kerr, 'Villiam Jarvis, Esqs.-to be held on August 
17th, to elect town and parish officers." rrhe first record 
is dated August 17th, signed \Villiam 
Iollynox, con- 
Rtable; Ralfe Clench, clerk. 
At a meeting of the inhabitants, electors of the township 
of Newark, by virtue of an act of the Legislature-an act to 
provide for appointment of parjsh and town officers, etc.- 
a list is given of assessors, collectors, poundkeepers, fence- 
viewers, or overseers of highways, town or church wardens. 
The meetings afterwards were held in Dfarch. The nanle 
of Newark was used till 1799; but from 1800 that of 
Niagara. The town meeting was held on )Iarch 1st, 
1813, but no meeting is recorded during the war, nor 
indeed till ßIarch 30th, 1817. The places of meeting werc 
various, generally an inn in the town; but in 1836 they 
met at Cross Roads. In 1837 it is called a township Jueet- 
ing, held at George Cain's, Four 11ile Creek, and in 1839 at 
St. Davids, and no nlention is nlade of the town, which 
Inust have had a separate meeting. 
The following persons were elected for the year 1 794 : 
Ralfe Clench, Esq., town clerk; Peter Ball, Esq., and Adanl 
Vrooman, assessors; Arent Bradt, collector; John Butler 
and Robert Hamilton, town or church wardens; Peter 
Lampman, J ames Thoma
, and _\rent Bradt, as pound- 
keepers; 'Vil1iam Vanderlip, John Young, Adam Crysler, 
Gilbert Fields, Stephen Secord, and Cornelius Lambert, 
overseers of highways, and fence-viewers. It was resolved 
at said nleeting that hogs should be allowed to run at large, 
and that the height of fences f'houlcl be five feet, to be 
Ia wful. 
In 1798 it was resolved that all teams, carriages, etc., 
coming to town should keep the road, and those going frolll 
town to turn out for them. In 1808 this 'vas varied to: 
"That carriages on nleeting shall give half the road, keep- 
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ing to the right hand side." On the last two pages of the 
book is a register of lnarks on hogs or cattle, which to U
 
seems cruel. The farnlers' nanles are here down to 1835. 
A few marks are given: A slit in the right ear; a hole 
and halfpenny in the left ear; the left ear cut off; a crop 
off the left ear and a halfuloon cut out of the lower side of 
the same ear; a round hole in each ear and the tail cut off; 
a triangle in the left ear, etc. 
These records of town lneetings give us the nalne
 or 
persons of standing selected from year to year to perfornl 
certain duties. In a newspaper of 1802 is a list of those 
to do statute labor in the town and township of Niagara, 
which gives us the names of owners of property and the 
position of their farms or lots in the town. From Queens- 
ton to Niagara-Hon. R. Hamilton, A. \Trooman, J. Dur- 
ham, A. Cunningham, J. Brown, G. Fields, J. KeInp, II. 
Johnston, General Count de Puisaye, 1. Swayze, J. 1\lcFar- 
land, J. \Vilson. Of these on the riyer road six nanles are 
still represented-Hamilton, Vrooman, Brown, Fields, 
Durham, and l\lcFarland-by their descendants. Under the 
charge of A. Heron, frolll Navy Hall to Four J\tlile Creek- 
V.T. J. Chew, D. Price, 'Yilli'anl Dickson, \V. Crooks, .1. 
Crooks, J. Dun, A. Stewart, J. }Iuirhead, G. Drake, l\Irs. 
Lyons, Herild, Dornlan, Pields, Cassady, Boyd, Greenfil. 
Edwards, Bradshaw, Tholnpson, Hurst, Kinsela, Purdy, 
\Vallace, Forsyth, Symington, Johnston, Coon, Wenip, 
Butler's farm. In the remaining list we find the falniIiar 
names of Ball, Butler, Freel, Servos, Secord, Corus, Cle- 
ment, Stewart, and descendants of A,ddi
on, Claus, 1
oung, 
still on the same farms. 
In 1795, in the District 'Of N'assau, the justices oí the 
Court of Common Pleas were John Butler, Robert Hamil- 
ton and Jesse Pawling. The justices of the peace were 
John 'Varren, .J ohn Powell, .T arob Ball, John Burch, and 
P. Ten Broek. Sheriff, S. Street; Clerk of the Court oí 
Common Pleas, Gilbert Tise; Clerk of the Peace, Philip 
Frey; Coroner, H. Nelles. . 
The members of the Land Board in 1 791 'were Colonel 
Gordon, Lieut.-Colonel Butler, P. T'en Broek, R. Hamilton, 
B. Pawling, J. Burch, John Warren, John }lcNabb, Lieut. 
Bruyere, of Royal Engineers. 



CHAPTER III. 


NA YI'" IfJLL Al{lJ FORT GEORGE. 


IN 
frs. Simcoe's ,rater-color, taken fronl near the mouth 
of the river, there nlay be seen four buildings, one nearly 
at right angles to the others; and in the lnap of 1799 of 
Fort George appear the saIne four buildings, 11larked Navy 
IIalL _\. long, low building still reulain:-;, and this is 
clainwd to be one of the four. From a letter in the archive
 
jt appears that " Navy Hall was built in the course of the 
last war, 1775-17H7, for the u
e of the officers of the navy 
departnwnt 
erving on Lake Ontario. Not being ,vanteù 
in time of peace it was' not repaired, and is a paltry resi- 
dence for the king'
 repre
entatiYe. and not fit for ,vinter. 
but ,vas fitted up for Sinlcoe and falnily." 'Vhen Sinlroc 
arriverl, one of thesc, full of f::ail:-;, ('ordage and other naval 
stores, was cJeared out and fitted up for the Governor. III 
a letter froIn ...'\lured Clarke to I.Jorc1 Dundas, "Repair
 
were ordered 2C)th July, 17D2, -{:,')oo wa:-; to be spent on 
boards, lilne, paint (white, brown, blue, }'laek), 12 locks. 
12 bolts, 18 'f::ashes," ete. rrhc French Duke, entcrtaineò 
by Simcoe in 1793, 
ays the Governor's residenre at Navy 
Hall" was a luiserable lo,v "\yooJen building." Of ('ourse it 
would so appear to a noblenlan froln Paris. In a11 thl' 
maps "There the one building left appears it is at an angle 
slanting to the river, and doubter
 
ay the building no"\"\ 
is Dlore nearly facing the river and 
annot be the sanlr. 
But the explanation is easy. 'Yhen the late ,Yo ,..'\. Thom- 

on made the cutting through the oak groye for a new 
railway route it wa
 found this would run right through 

 avy IIalL lIe then obtained })ermission to move it ba('k 
into Fort Georgc enclosure, which "a
 carefully clone, the 
building being plaC'ed luore nearly facing the river thaTl 
before. In lnap
 of 1816, 1817, 1819, 1831 and 1835 the 

ame building appears Inarkeù Navy TTall, while in a later 
one of 1851 it i
 called Reò Barracks, it having heen used 
for 
olcli
r
 
tation('(l herl>. Ther
 are two (loors, Pflch 
10 
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marked" 28 men." The building was at one time devoted 
to the ignoble use of a stable, and finally, although 
petitions were sent to the Governlnent for its restoration, it 
was fast becolning a ruin, part of the roof falling in. 
Happily, however, the present 1\Iinister of :ð1:ilitia, the 
Honorable IS. IIughes, ordered a grant for its restoration, 
which has been done, care being taken to use all old mater- 
ials possible, and to pre8ent the 
anle appearance as before. 
John Ross Robertson, who had .advocated its restoration, 
obtained part of an oak beam from it and had a handsome 
chair made thereof, ,vhich he presented to the Oonvo- 
eation Hall of Toronto University, in December, 1912. 
The building is 'One hundred feet long by twenty-four feet 
in width. The Niagara Historical Society has placed on it 
a lllarble tablet with the following inscription: "One of 
four buildings called Navy Hall in 1787. One was altered 
for Governor Simcoe, 1792. lIe had one, believed to be 
this 'One, prepared for Parliament, 1792, called Red Bar- 
racks, 1840, nloved up, 1864. J.-L\.lnlost a ruin, 1911. Re- 
stored by Don1Ìnion Governnlent, 1912, by petition of 
Niagara Historical Society." 
Quite near was the I(:ïng's 'YharL which "\\;"as used till 
the Harbor and Dock Conlpany, in 1831, filled up the 
marshy ground, and excavated f'Ûr what is now called the 
"slip." The tavern near the King's wharf was called, in 
a paper of 1830, " Navy Tlan 'Tavern." 
There does not ,seenl to have been much work done at 
Fort George before Silncoe came in 1792, but when it wa
 
seen that Fort Niagara would be given up, extensive ,vorks 
were set on f'Ûot in 1794. To this General Brock added 
extensively in earthworks, redoubts and bastions. Many 
buildings were in the enclosure, but of all these scarcelv 
anything remains. In Lossing's" History of the \Var òf 
1812 ".are several pictures, he having taken sketches. 'Vhat 
he calls the new powder lnagazine in 1860 is now a ruin, 
while what he cans the old French Inagazine is in good 
preservation, buttresses having been added t'Û strengthen it: 
but there is no authority whatever to suppose that the 
French left any tvaces on this side of the river. It is now 
difficult to trace the position of forlner buildings, as the 
hand of time RO 800n 'flltf'r
 the general appearance; the 
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moat is gradually filling up, anù as the ground
 are under 
cultivation Dlany depressions have ahnost disappeared. 
Boys eagerly seare-h for Hlilitary buttons, and after heavy 
rains these and other traceR of war are oftcn found. Farther 
up the river lnay be traced the Halfn100n Battery, and be- 
yond runs a road through the Oak Grove, called Lovrr's 
Lane, while the grove around has long been known by the 
name of Paradise. 
Early travellers describe 
'ort Gcorge as having irregular 
fieldwork with six bastions, framed timbers and plank. 
('onnected with palisades twelve feet high, and surrounded 
by a shallow, dry ditch. Troops were lodged in blockhouse
, 
wi th a spacious building for officers. rrhere was also a n1aga- 
zine built of stone with an arched roof. A lnore particular 
statenlent is given by Colonel Gother 1\Iann, H.E., ironl 
the report in 1803 of Captain Bruyere, H. E. There 
were four blockhouses, all of a good size-one one hunc1rc(l 
hy thirty feet, the north and south blockhouses each forty- 
four by twenty-four feet; an octagon blockhouse, twenty- 
eight feet in diameter, for stores; another building for 
stores, ninety by twenty-six feet. Besides the:,e the officer
' 
pavilion \vas one hundred and twenty by twenty feet, with 
wings twenty by twenty feet; the hospital was a goud 
building, seventy by twenty-six feet in 'Size; and therp 
were kitchens, detached, to the officers' and soldiers' quar- 
ters. The fort was defended by forty-eight guns of dif- 
ferent sizes, frOln three-pounders to eighteen-pounder:,. 
Showing that these buildings were here in 1813, in t1H' 
diary of Daniel Claus, on the 27th of 
Iay, he was one (If 
the last to leave Fort George on the retreat of Villcellt. 
and says that he lnarched out from the octagon blockhon
\. 
just as the flag of the ,..'\,lueriean force ('aUlC in the gatt.. 



CHA.PTER 1'7. 
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IT has for years been one of the vexed questions never 
quite settled where the first ParlianIent met, each contest- 
ant scouting the statement of his opponent. Sufficient 
variety is given for choice-a 111arquee tent on the hill, the 
Parliament Oak, Navy Ilall, the Indian Council HOURC, 
Butler's Barracks, Governlneni House and Fort Niagara. 
X ow, as our early legislators met here for five years, and 
R'; Sinlcoe found no pl.aC'e ready either for a residence f'Ûr 
hinlself or for Parliament to nIeet; it is probable, it is indeed 
certain, that it met in several places; in each and all may 
our early legislators have nIet on sonle occasion, for gener- 
ally these local traditions or myths, as some irreverently 
call them, have a certain substratum of fact. Documents 
in the Archives, early books 'Of travel, libraries, local tradi- 
tions, oral testinlony of early inhabitants, and maps, all 
have been consulted and lead to the belief that for part of 
the tiIne at Jeast, Parliament met in what is called Navy 
Ran, the nalne given to four buildings used by the navy, 
partly for residence, for sheHer, and partJy for storage of 
sails, cordage, etc. 
It is known that there were buildings in 1787, .and in : 
map of 1 799 there are four buildings marked Navy Hall, 
at King's Wharf, and in the drawing of l\1:rs. Simcoe, 1792, 
these appear. In a Inap of 1817 one building only is seen. 

till marked Navy flrall; also in 1819 and 1831 and 1835, 
while in that of 1851 the same building is called Red 
Barracks, it having been used for soldiers, and on the twn 
doors no\v appear the 'words" 28 men" in faded colors. 
Some have asserted that the present building cannot be 
one of the four buildings of 1792, and that they all were 
destroyed in the "\Var of 1812-14; but we kn'Ûw that the 
Americans in DeceInber, 1813, left so hurriedly that their 
ten ts remained standing, and the buildings of Fort George 
'Used by then1 "Were not destroyed, nor Butler's Barra.cks, 
13 



1-1- 


1-IISTORY OF Nl.L\.GARA 



howing that, though the town was burned with the excep- 
tion of two houses and parw of other house
, Inany n1Ïli- 
tary building:; were left on the ou t8kirts. 
In the" J\Iakers of Canada,"-" The Life of Sinlcoe," 
hy Duncan Campbell Scott, F.Il.S.C.-the 
tate]nent is 
Iuade that the first nleeting of Parlialnent was held in Free- 
nULsons' Ilall, but no authority is giyell. Since then this 
is believed to be on the statenlent of E. Littlehales, 8ecre- 
huy, which, of course, is good authority. So luuch for the 
first meeting. Simcoe himself states, in 1793, "Last year 
J fitted up the l{ing's Barracks and storehou
es to contain 
the offices of Government and nlY staff and to acconlnlodatp 
the Legislature of the Province. These public buildinf!:-' 
I thought it a great public saving to refit." _\.lured Clarke, 
in a letter to Lord l)undas. refers to the pxpense of fitting 
up these buildings for the Governor's re8idence, and for 
the Parlianlent, ordered 26th ,July, 1792, k50 that it is not 
likely they could be rpady on 17th SepteInber. The exact 
price is given in pounds, shillillg:o; and pcnl'l
, of hoards, 
:-,hingles, laths, briek, paint, lock
, etc. 
Irs. Sinlcoe on the 

anle date says, "These buildings are undergoing repair
 
for our re
iclen('e, hut are 80 unfinished that the Governor 
ha
 ordered three nuuquees to be pitched on tlw hill above 
the house." 
In the UPlJel" Canada Gazette, 1,!)-!. prudaluationR arc 
dated " Navy 1-ra 11. X eWëlrk;' as ill other Year
. and sonw- 
times signed" rouncil House, X avy 11a11:" 
IaJlY letters 
of General Brock are dated "N ayy Hall." Proclanlatioll
 
of Governor 
inlcne are frequently dated "Governnlellt 
TIouse, Navy Hall." 
Great car
 111U::;t he uscc1 in e.Àanlilliug' early record
, and 
g-reat ('()llfu
ion arise
 frmn thc inter('haJlg'e uf 11anl(1
. 
ThuR Niagara at fir
t luean:; Fort 
iap:'ëtra. \Vc
t Lauding 
and The Landing nlPall Queen
ton. rrhr I\:ing's Barrack
 
clam; not nere:-:sarily nlean Butler's narrack
. .L\nother 
name, Fort George, Iua.v casily caU8C mistakes to unwary 
,vriters not fan1Ïliar with the S}Jot. In Dlilitary parlancp 
the name Fort George is used to represent the town. Let- 
ters to soldiers at Niagara were simply ilirected to Fort 
George. Onr Rtatpll)pnt reads, " Engineers' Quarter
, Fort 
Georgp," whieh woul(l lead olle to helieye that the engineers' 
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quarters werc ill the encloðure of Fort George, whereas they 
\vere .a mile distant, where the Queen's IIotel stands. An- 
other reads " Butler's Barracks, Fort George," whereas the 
two spots are a nlile apart. All this shows how easy it is 
to nlake lllistake
. The first Butler's Barracks is supposed 
by SOllle to have been built on the hill now orcupied by a 
peach orchard, as there the nlost of Butler's Rangers' but- 
tons were founù. In a statenlent of Peter Russell, in 1800, 
of military buildings, he 
peaks of buildings 'at Navy Hall 
being occupied by the nlilitary, ancl that the house generally 
called Butler's Barracks underwent a thorough repair, and 
two \vings \vere added .for the Legislature to meet in this 
house, which had later been burnt. This statement has 
heen used to prove that Parlialllellt did not meet at Navy 
Hall 
 but as no date is given for the burning of the building 
a wiele nlargill i'
 allowed for other buildings being used. 
The testinlony of 
Irs. Quade, the daughter of Donlinick 
Henry, keeper of the lighthouse 'at 
fississauga Point from 
1803 to 1814, is worthy of attention. She was born at the 
lighthouse-keeper's house in 180.-1:, was present at the taking 
of the town by the Anlerie'ans in 1813, and when it wa
 
hurnt, December, 1813 
 lived here till 183], and when 
visiting the town in a Her years said to her children, when 
erossing the river landing at the old ferry, pointing to the 
old building btill renlaining, " There i
 the old Parlianlent 
IT ouse." L\. different stateIllent is given by Rev. J. 1\Ic- 
Ewen, born here in 1811, 'who states that he always under- 
stood Parlianlent lllet in a building between Fort George 
Hnd Butler's Barracks. Colonel Clarke, in his diary, says 
Parlianlent fir
t IllC't in a luarquee tent near the Indian 
Council Jlou
e, hetween Butler'
 Barra<..:k
 and Navy Hall. 
Now, does he mcan the first Bl1tler\; Rarra('ks or the build- 
i I1gs standi ng at pre
ent? 'rhCll ,the nlyth of IneetiuK 
II nder the P'arlialllent Oak is not ea:;y to explain. \Vas 

 t nearer than the Oak n-roye, possihly 
 larger tree afford- 
lJ)f! better sharle? In the lllap of 1835 the grove is called 
,. Young Oak." The
c different opinions furnish O'round 
f d . . b 
or ISCUF;Slon. 
On the 17th Septelnber, 179ì, 'the first Parliament of 
TTpppr Canada lnet Ht N ewnrk. summonrd bv writR Ìfo;sued 
ilt Kingston. rrhe nlelnber
 of the LegÙ..fative Council 
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chosen were: 'Villi am Osgoode, James Baby, R. Duncan
 
"Tilliam Robertson, Robert Han1ilton, R. Cartwright, J. 
::\Iunro, Alex. Grant and Peter Ru
sell; and of the Assem- 
bly, John 
iacdonell, Speaker; :Kathaniel Pettitt, IsaaC' 
Swayzie, H. Spencer, E. Jones, J. Booth, P. Vanalstane, B. 
Pawling, D. ,Yo Snlith, John 'Vhite, J. Frenrh, F. Raby, 
P. Terry and H. 1\Iacdonell. P. Dorland, being a Quak
l", 
did not sit. E. B. Littlehales W
lS clerk of the Council, and 
'Yilliam Jarvis was secretary. The session lasted four 
weeks. ,A,s only seven nIelnbers of th(\ Assembly were 
present no large hall was necessary. 
There was luuch 
tate at the openillg-a guard of honor 
of the 26th Regiment from Fort Xiagara, a Land of lnusic 
and rolors. Butler's Rangers and Queen's nanger
 fornlctl 
the military escort, 
onle say, and the guns of Fort 
iagara 
ga,e a salute at the hour of opening. The place, according 
to Littlehales, was the Freenlasons' JIall, a building 
erected in 1791, and in which we find that the Agricultural 
Society nIet, Indians met with commissioners and British 
officers, and where Divine service 'vas held. The present 
hOlDe of the Freelnasons is on the 
ame site on the corner 
of King and Prideaux Sh
eet-the building called the Stone 
Barracks for many years. 
The principal acts fixed the e
ta hlishlllent of EnglÌf
h 
law ana trial by jury, made share of miners one-twelfth, 
ordered a jail and courthouse to be built in four di
tricts. 
and settled weights and measures. Here and there a fcw 
p-limpses are caught of the procedure, in the Upper Canada 
Gazette and early hooks of travel; but, like Oliver Twist, 
we vainly ask for nlore. Official notices and news fronl 
C;on
tantinople, St. Petersburg, and Amsterdam are fre- 
quently found, but very little of Niagara, its people and 
its hOlnes; there were few aclvertisenlents and no personal
 
-certainly a grp'at ('ontrai't to thp papers of thp pre
pnt 
day. 
On the 4th of June, 1793, His )Iajesty's birthday, says 
the Upper Canada Gazette, Governor Simcoe held a levep 
at Navy Hall. The guns of the garrison fired a salute. In 
the evening a ball and elegant supper in the council chanl- 
ber were most numerously attended. Of this ball another 
brief noticP is extant. Thrp,p di
t.inguished Ampri(',{)n
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were anlong the guests-Colonel Pickering, General Lin- 
coln and 1\1:r. Randolph, United States Commissioners to 
the Western Indians. The private journal of General Lin
 
coIn says: "The ball was attended by about twenty well- 
dressed and handsonle ladies and about three times that 
nunlber of gentlemen. They danced fronl seven to eleven 
o'clock, when supper ,vas served with very pretty taste. 
The music ,and dancing were good, and everything was 
conducted with propriety." 
The principal Acts passed in the second session were to 
]nake valid certain marriages, and, to its honor be it 
said, to prevent the introduction of slaves and limit the 
time of those already here. In 1795 Simcoe is described 
at the meeting of Parliament as " draped in silk. Simcoe 
entered the hall with his hat 011 his head, attended by his 
adjutant and two secretaries and a retinue of fifty men 
from the fort." 
When Simcoe built his new residence on the hill it is 
said he constructed fishponds, supplied with ,vater from 
a spring above. Our first Governor dispensed hospitality 
with such an open hand that the Indians gave him the 
name of Deyonguhokrawen-" One whose door is always 
open "-and we find that-whether Royal visitor, French 
duke, Indian chief or ,..t\..merican commissioners-all ,vere 
hospitably entertained, and those who were in need were 
assisted. He must, too, have been a most energetic explorer 
of his new domains, for we have four excursions described 
on a map, some of these in the depth of winter. First, 
Route from Niagara to Detroit on foot and in canoes, Feb- 
ruary, 1793, taking five weeks; second, York to the Thames, 
Detroit, 1\1:iamÌs, .A.pril, 1794; third, York to Kingston in 
open boat, December, 1794; land fourth, Niagara to Long 
Point, 1795, on foot, boat and portage. All this shows 
that he spared no labor, and must, in such weather and 
with the primitive means of conveyance, and the roads, or 
rather want of roads, of those days, have endured many 
hardships. 'Ve knoW', too, that in arranging for new set- 
tlers he was indefatigable, and showed great zeal and kind- 
neRS in allotting to them their new homes, for to every man, 
woman !and child two hundred acres of land w'ere given, 
and tents were put up for the newcomers till better shelter 
3 
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could be provided. SiIucoe met his last Parliament on 
16th :I\Iay, 1796, whieh he prorogued on 30th June, being 
ordered to the 'Vest Indies. l\Irs. Simcoe ably seconded 
him; she was possesseù of artistic 
kill, and took numerous 

ketcheR of scenery Ü1 the neighbOThood. These ,vere 
copied for John Ro

 Rohertson in England-over forty in 
number-and appear in "The Diary of l\Irs. Simcoe," 
lately puhlished, ,vith copious notes most industriously 
gathered from eyery possible quarter. 



,CHAPTER V. 
TIlE UNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS. 


'VE have no record of settlements on the Canadian side 
of the river previous to 1777. Refugees who fled to Fort 
Niagara came in gradually, some destitute, some bringing 
with them treasured articles. Those who stood for the 
unity of the empire received the name of United Empire 
Loyalists. Butler's Rangers were disbanded in 1784, and 
the 1\Iilitia Reservation, by command of HaJdimand, ex- 
tended to Four Mile Creek. The Land Board met in 1789. 
We find the names of Augustus Jones, surveyor (father 
of the late Peter Jones, missionary), Philip Frey and D. 'v. 
Smith. 'Vhile the settlenlents in Nova Scotia and 
Adolphustown can giv'e an exact date for the landing, as 
the refugees came by boat, and ,ve have the certain date of 
18th of 
fay, 1783, of the landing at St. John of seven 
thousand fronl New York, and on the 16th of June, 1786, 
at l\.doJphustown, we have no certain time fixed accurately, 
for those who came to Niagara caIne by devious ways by 
land and water-some by the Hudson River to Oswego, 
and crossing Lake Ontario; others by land to points nearly 
opposite the Niagara River. Some made their way to 
Fort Niagara .as a place of refuge with a British g
rrison. 
Few seem to haye kept any record of the day or month of 
their arriva1. In the case of Niagara the fécords were 
burnt in 1813. Tn the list of Loyalists the w.ords "Niagara 
Stamped Book" oocur frequently, but this book it seems 
(Òannot now be f'Ound. 
Commissioners, five in nUluber, ,vere appointed by the 
British Governnlent to examine ,the clainls of the Loyalists, 
and the fu II report has been published by the Bureau of 
Archives, the material being .obtained in -a rather singular 
way. One eopy is preberved in the Public Records Office, 
in London, England, but one of the 'Commi
sioner8, Colonel 
rl'homas Dundas, retained hiK lnanuscript in his home, 

arron Irall, Stirlingshire. General Sir Henry Lefro). 
]
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who had charge of a magnetic survey in Toronto, married 
a daughter of Colonel Dundas, in 1864, 'and saw the original 
manuscript, and being interested in the Smithsonian Insti- 
tute, advised that the nlanuscript be placed there for safe- 
keeping. The Province of Ontario paid to have the ,vhole 
copied, and the result 'when printed is two thick volunles 
of 1436 pages, in ,vhich may be found many familiar 
nalnes, the 'witnesses, the land owned, value of horses, 
cattle, houses, barns, 'when and how obtained, with nluch 
curious information. All the evidence was taken under 
oath, but many could not travel such long distances to give 
evidence, so that in the list we do not find all the namcs 
of United Empire Loyalists: but the daims are fully given 
of such names as Ball, Servos, Secord, Crysler, Field and 
Clemen t. 
The work of the Conln1Ïssioner
 lasted from 1785 to 178B 
in Canada; many ,vith large claims ,vent directly to Lon- 
don. Britain acted ,vith great liberality in helping in 
various ways-temporary relief, clothing, tool
, seed and 
live stock. At one tÜne 33,G82 rations ,vere served out. The 
total outlay during the war and after it closed to Loyalists 
amounted, counting- the conlpensation, to not less than 
$30,000,000. Evirlence \yas given at Tlalifax, St. John. 
Quebec, and 
Ion treal, and 1,401 clainls were heard, and 
834-, at the tinlC of giving the report, were not heard. Thr 

unounts giyen werc from $50 to $221,000. The latter 
was granted to Sir John John
on. 
In 1783 began the great influ
 of I.Joyalist refugee
, 
Jl1any of whom had COlne hundreds of Iniles through thc 
wildernc

. It must be renlcnlbered, howeyer, that there 
are Loyalists and Loyalist
. :Not all who claimed the title 
òe
erYed it. Simcoe, to encourage immigration, promised 
] anò to an who can1e; and Inany ,vho had taken sides 
against the Loyalists can1C over f:imply to ohtain land on 

uch ea
y terJnS-nlen who canle hringiug their property, 
having suffered nothing' 'and who had no sympathy with thl
 
U. E. IJoya1ists. .r.rhes-e were they to whom General Brock 
referred when he doubted their loyalty in 1812. But these 
,vere not they of whonl we speak. The history of the exile 
of the U. E. Loyalist
-an exile without parallel in history, 
('xeept, pprhaps, the expatriation of the IIuguenots in thp 




. 


..
 


, 


. 
. 


\ 
. ... 


r 


M 
0') 
l- 
.-1 


i 
8 
H 
10- 
,.... 
W. 



 
..... 



 

 
:) 
r:::1 
w. 

 
:) 

 



THE UNITED E1fPIRE LOY
\LISTS 21 


time of Louis XIV., or that of the Acadians-has never 
really been told as it deserves to be. Tens of thousands 
left homes of plenty and caIne to a wilderness, an unbroken 
forest! And why? A poenl by Rev. Leroy Hooker answers 
this: 


"But dearer to their faithful hearts 
Than home or gold or lands, 
Were Britain's laws and Britain's crown 
And Britain's fia;g of long renown, 
And grip of British hands. 
They looked their last and got them out 
Into the wilderness, 
The stern old wilderness; 
But then-twas British wilderness!" 


,^-
nd in Mr. Kirby's" Hungry Year": 
" They who loved 
The cause that had been lost-and kept their faith 
To England's 'crown, and scorned ,an alien name, 
Passed into exile; leaving all behind 
Except their honor. 
Not drooping like poor fugitives they came 
In exodus to our Canadian wilds, 
But full of heart and hope, with heads erect, 
And fearless eyes, victorious in defeat. 
With thousand toils they forced their devious way 
Through the great wilderness of silent woods 
That gloomed o'er lake and stream, till higher rose 
The northern .star above the broad domain 
Of half a continent, still theirs to hold, 
Defend and keep forever as their own." 


j\.cross Niagara Hiver, ,says Bryce, caIne 'conyoys of ÏInmi- 
grant wagons, herds of cattle, 'and household goods. Many 
articles are still to be seen in the neighborhood that ,vere 
thus brought with much pains and care, and which have 
a later history of interest, having been, perhaps, buried in 
the earth to save ,them from Indians or other foes-here a 
brass kettle (a valuable article in those days), there an old- 
fashioned chair, a few pieces 'Of precious china or treasured 
silverware, which had a century before crossed the Atlantic. 
Stores were issued from the Fort for two years to those 
who were in need. In the Hungry Year, 1789, the settlers 
went to the woods for roots, grains and buds of trees, made 
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tea of sassafras and hemlock, and cooked the grain before 
it was ripe. The Hungry Year was long renlenlbered ana 
is thus described in the Canadian Idylls: 


U The sun and moon alternate rose and set 
Red, dry and fiery in a rainless sky, 
And month succeeded month of parching drouth 
That ushered in the gaunt and hungry year, 
The hungry year whose name still haunts the land 
With memories of famine and of death. 
Corn failed, and fruit and herb; a brazen sky 
Glowed hot and sullen through the pall of smoke 
That rose from burning forests far and near. 
Men hungered for their bread 
Before it grew, yet cheerful bore the hard, 
Coarse fare, and russet garb of pioneers." 


In a letter of 1vlrs. Bownlan Spohn, frolll Ancaster, 186], 
she tells of the hardships of her father's family. The ,house 
on the Mohawk (Bowman's Creek) was pillaged and the 
men taken prisoners. The children with others tried to 
Dlake their way to safety, but they would have perished 
only for the kindness of some Indians. In the fall of the 
next year the commander at Fort Niagara, hearing of their 
destitution, sent a party out to bring them in, five families, 
N eUes, Secord, Young, Buck and Bowman-five women 
and thirty-one children, and only onc pair of shoes anlong 
them. In the spring of 1777 her father joined Butler's 
Rangers and afterwards settled on land, drew an axe and 
a hoe from the Government and bought a yoke of oxen; her 
mother had a cow, a bed, six plateR, three knives, and a 
few other articles. In the scarce year the only food was 
nuts, herbs, fish and Inilk. As soon as the wheat \\ra
 
large enough to rub out they boiled it as a great treat. 
In D. 'v. Smith's notebook is a curious reference to the 
method of crossing the river for the refugees coming in 
about 1797. He says, "Nineteen coyered wagons, convey- 
ing families, came to settle in the vicinity of Lincoln 
county. The way they cross the river is remarkable. The 
body of the wagon is made of close boards; they caulk the 
seams, and by shifting off the body it transports the wheels 
and the family to the other side and the vehicle is then put 
together again." 



THE TTNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS 23 



1:any pathetic -stories could be told of the sufferings of 
those who came to Niagara, sometimes froln Indians, some- 
tinles from those on the side of the Revolution. Thus the 
'Vhitmore family saw. the father, mother and eldest son 
killed, the children carried off by Indians and the infant 
afterwards killed. John vVhitmore was rescued after sonle 
years by Daniel Servos, who gave him his daughter to wife, 
who had seen the lnurder of her grandfather by the enemy. 

fr. WhitInore met his sister after 'a separation of seventy 
,Years. 



CHAPTER VI. 
GENERAL SIR ISAAC BROCK. 


T HOUGH the name of Brock is a Canadian possession, to 
Niagara it especially belongs, for this was the headquarters 
of the "Hero of Upper Canada" for years; many letters 
of his exist, some dated Niagara, some Fort George, and 
some Navy Hall. Here he quelled a mutiny in 1804, and 
here in the same year he entertained the poet 1Ioore; here 
he attended church services, anù here he was entertained 
in many homes and royally entertained his friends. Hence 
he marched out on that dark morning to find a hero's death. 
Here lay his body for twelve years. His first stay in Nia- 
gara was from 1803 to 1805, and 1810-1812 his last. 
1Iajor-General Sir Isaac Brock was more than a soldier, 
though as such he has generally been spoken of. Not 
then of the man of war, but of the statesman, the friend, 
the brother, the student, the athlete, the man of the world, 
the Christian, we speak, for in all these does he shine; 
and never has the slightest word appeared against his char- 
acter in all his chequered career, ,vhether in his native isle 
of Guernsey, in J alnaica, Holland, Denlnark, England or 
Canada; always and everywhere he was brave and generous, 
gentle, stern, yet mild, a man of integrity, a thorough gen- 
tleman. His letters and his proclamations as administrator 
of the Government show a high order of intelligence. We 
read of his order for works of history, and of his study 
of the classics while at Fort George. 
The words of that noble Indian chief, Tecumseh, when 
meeting him, "Here is a nlan," show how his bearing 
impressed beholders. IIis rapid return after the capture of 
Detroit need only be mentioned here, but the remaining 
weeks of his life were filled with strenuous work. A diffi- 
cult task was his-a long frontier to defend and but a small 
force on which to rely. The Niagara frontier all through 
the war was .a point of attack-Queenston, Niagara, Fort 
24 
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Erie, Chippawa, Lundy's Lane, again and always Niagar
, 
in 1812, 1813, 1814. While Brock alw.ays gave full credIt 
to the loyalty and bravery of the militia of Lincoln, he 
knew that many of the inhabitants who, attracted by the 
generous offer of land by Simcoe, had come in after the 
Revolution, having sacrificed nothing, were often in sym- 
pathy with the invaders. 
And at this time, too, his mind was distressed with 
family troubles. Thr-ough the failure of a bank he was 
heavily in debt, and through the same cause an estrange- 
ment between two of his brothers had taken place. One 
of his letters pathetically urges that they may be 'a united 
family, and he arranges honorably for the gradual payment 
of the debt. 
On the morning of the 13th of October, 1812, heavy 
firing was hearù as Van Renssalaer with a force of four 
thousand men was crossing at Lewiston. Brock, with a 
small force (his men being scattered, it not being known 
at what place the 'attack w'ould be made), galloped from 
Fort George to Queenston, where the few men on the 
heights had retreated to the village, the enemy having 
gained the Heights by the "fisherman's path." Rashly 
exposing himself in an -attempt with his small force to 
retake the Heights, he fell, but his death was avenged 
ere many hours. His adjutant, the brave young Mac- 
donell, fell in the second attempt to dislodge the enemy, 
and it was not till afternoon, when fresh forces had arrived 
from Fort George and Chippawa, that General Sheaffe, 
with the help of the Indians, made a detour round the 
mountain, where the enemy was conquered and nine hun- 
dred prisoners taken; but the victory was a costly one, since 
Brock was slain. 
His body had been carried to :a stone house in Queenston, 
which is still pointed out, and in the evening was brought 
to Niagara amid the tears of his soldiers and the Indians, 
who all loved and honored him. The body lay in state at 
Government House, a second attack being hourly expected, 
for there was still a large force of the enemy which had 
not crossed over from Lewiston. The troops engaged on 
our side were a few companies of the 41st, 49th, 1st, 4th 
and 5th Lincolns, Royal Artillery and Merritt's Dragoons, 
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while Brown's Point wa
 defended by the York V olunteer
. 
and a twenty-four-pounder did good servicp at Vroonu\n'
 
P oin t. 
,A,ll this tiIne a cannonade waR going on froln Fort 
Niagara and Fort Oeorge. In a letter '\Tritten 'by Colonel 
Evans, 8th King's Regiment, he say
, "There was a brisk 
t'annonade from Fort Niagara on the town and fort, and 
the gaol and courthou
e wer(1 soon wrappell in flames from 
the hot shell. Other houses were seen to be on fire, and 
nlÍlitiamen were sent round collecting all the water buckets 
from inhabitants, and great zeal and energy was shown 
in putting out fires; but this was not accoInpli8hed tin 
many buildings were burnt to the ground, anlongst thenl, 
besides the gaol and courthouse, the chief engineer's quar- 
ters. The more inlportant ones, however, Royal Barrack
, 
Block House (full of prisoners), I
ing's stores, though re- 
peatedly fired, were h.v great cffort
 I"ayed." Soon after 
every ,available Inan had been sent off to Queenston the 
nlagazine was found to be on fire; in it werc eight hundred 
barrels of po'wder. Captain Vigoreux and many volunteer
 
were soon on the roof and the fire extinguished-a daring 
deed. By means of a bend in the river a battery of tlw 
enemy had enfiladed the barracks, magazines and stores, 
the latter being pa
tially consumed. 
The funeral of General Brock took place on October 
16th, the place 
ele
ted for burial being the north-euRt 
bastion of Fort GeDrge, one 1vhich had been constructeù 
under hiR orders. In thp account given of the funeral, 
among the pallbcarer
 we find the well-known names or 
Surgeon Muirhead, Lieutenants Jarvis and Ridout, Oaptain 
Crooks, l\'Ir. Dickson, Lieutenant Robinson, 
Iajor l\ferritt, 
Colonel Clarke, Colonel Butler, Colonel Claus, and General 
Sheaffe. On the 2] st of :N ovemher the town was again 
eannonaded anù many houses set on firc from red-hot shot. 
the mess house at Fort George being burned. 
Around these earth-piled ramparts ,\Tander visitors, and 
still arrowheads are found, and buttons bearing the names 
of regiments stationed here, that of the 49th, Brock'R 
regiment, being specially valued. Here for twelve years lay 
the bodies of Brock and 
Iacdonen, when, a monument 
having been erected on Queenston Heights, they were 
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removed on the 13th of OC'tober, 1824, thou5ands of persons 
being pres en t. Alike were ::5een the picturesque dress of 
the Highlanders and the n'Û less striking garb of the red 
man, the relativeR of Macdonell being in Highland costume 
and young Brant, frolll Grand Riyer, '\Tith other chiefs, 
being in full Indian dress. The procession took three 
hours, including stoppages, to reach the Heights, and the 
lengthened column winding slowly up the steep ascent ,vas 
a striking 'and inlpressive spectacle. The Reverend John 
J\fcEwan, who w-as a boy of thirteen at the time, tells that 
the hearse was .a large army wagon drawn by four black 
horses, driven by a black driver, and four black men walked 
by the side of the horses. 
This monulllent, erected by the GOyernnlent, wa
 par- 
tially destroyed in 1840., and at an indignation meeting held 
in July of that year it was decided to erect a larger and 
finer monument by subscriptions of soldiers, Indians and 
'the people generaHy. This wa
 erected in 1853, and an- 
other grand funeral ceremony took place. I t may be 
questioned whether in any place in the world so grand 
a monument stands on so con1manding a site, giving so fair 
a view of river, lake, forest and plain, the varying colors 
of brown earth, golden grain, sOlnbre pines, peach orchards 
or "maple forests :all aflame." Generous contributions 
reached the sum of $50,000, and the Park COlnmissioners 
now have charge of the grounds, which are kept in beau- 
tiful order. From every direction the beholder may gaze 
at the figure of Brock with ann extended on the column 
one hundred and seventy-five feet in height. 



CHAPTER VII. 
BUTLER
S BAIlRACI(S. 


THE various maps in the Niagara IIistorieal Society 
Building copied frolll those in the Archives at Ottawa. 
which are copies of those in IJondon, England, give u
 
much information, but sometÏ1nes are puzzling. The 
Society has acquired ahnost all the maps relating 
to Niagara and vicinity from 1784 to 1851. In 
a map of Township N uDlber One, meaning Niagara, 
all the farms are marked with nallles of owners. 
and one gi ves near Navy Hall a building marked 
"Rangers' B." Does this lnean Rangers' Barracks, 
and which Rangers, Butler's or Queen's Rangers? 
In another of 1790, somewhere near the wharf 
and above it is nlarked "The Rangers' Barracks." In a 
map of 1799 are given the four buildings of Navy Ran 
and the position of the Indian Council House, which, in a 
map of 1822, is the site of the Hospital; but there was a 
Hospital in Fort George ,at an earlier date. In a map of 
1816 Navy Hall appears, also in 1819, anù in a map of 
1817 fourteen buildings of Butler's Barracks appear with 
the same names as on the map of 1851, where there arc 
twenty-two buildings with the samfl names as those of 
1817, and also in 1835-the commis
ariat, barrack-master, 
officers' quarters, soldiers' barrack
, fuel yard, quarter- 
master's office, stables, stor(1house
, canteen, ordnan('{\ 
store, gun shed, and barrack-sergcant's office. How many 
regiments have been quartercd here? In 1819, in tht:
 
journal of Captain Langslow, of the East India Com- 
pany's service, he mentions visiting Fort George, Fort 
1Iississauga and Fort Niagara, and dined with the mess, 
which must, from places referred to, haye becn at Butler's 
Barracks, although he does not mention it by name; says 
they have a good mess room; the barracks infamous (not 
men and officers) ; speaks of Colonel Grant and eating at 
his residence plenty of fine peaches. In a small map the 
28 
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house of Colonel Grant is marked as south of the hospital 
or Indian C'Ûuncil House. By measuring the position of 
the house marked" the Rangers' Barracks," in the map of 
1790, it must have been almost in a straight line from the 
" slip" at the wharf now, and on a height, and this "rould 
confirm the statement that the first Butler's Barracks was 
on the hill now occupied by a peach orchard, as there the 
buttons of Butler's Rangers are found. As showing that 
the present buildings, called Butler's Barracks, were not 
burned in the war of 1812, an article in the Upper Canada 
Gazette, of March, 1815, tells of a ball held there, given 
by Peter Turquoid, Deputy Commissioner General. 
The last British troops of the regular army stationed 
there were the Royal Canadian Rifles, forn1ed from old 

oldiers who had filled in their time and re-enlisted. This 
had been recommended by General Brock to prevent the 
frequent desertions from frontier stations, but his sugges- 
tion was not carried out for thirty years. The last regiment 
to occupy the buildings was the Queen's Own, in 1865. A 
picture is in existence showing the men drawn up between 
the Hospital and the Barracks. Early in 1865 Mr. Charles 
Hunter tells 'Of the company of th(1 Barrie Rifles, to which 
he belonged, being quartered in several of the buildings of 
Butler's Barrack
. J n the picture just mentioned the 
buildings ,vere surrounded hy a palisade, but no trace of 
this renlains at the present day. 


FORT 
1:IssISSArGA. * 


Of this fort it has been said that from it no gun has 
heen fired in anger. It is believed that the earthworks ,vere 
marked out previously, though the tower in the centre 
was not built till 1814; but there \vere several batterie
 


* From Handbook of American Indians, by Bureau of Eth- 
nology, we find over eighty spellings of this word,-Missis- 
sague, Misissaque, Mississaga, etc. From a letter of Mrs. 
Jennoway, written from Hope Cottage, Fort George, August, 
1814, it is seen that Fort Mississauga was constructed by her 
husband, Captain Jennoway, R. E., in 1814, as also the earth- 
works at Queenston. 
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in 1812-13. ...\n ..let pa

ed in 1803 refers to the light- 
house at l\Iississauga Point 'at the entrance to the Niagara 
River. The lighthouse-keeper, Dominick Tlenry, an old 
Cornwallis soldier, was here till 1814, when the lighthouse' 
,vas taken down and the nlaterials, with debris from the 
ruined town, used to erect the tower. ffhe broken bricks 
may plainly be seen in the massive walls five feet thick. 
In a sketch of 1824 several builòings are seen, and also 
in Lossing's History of 1860 
 but these buildings, mostly 
of logs, were u
ed for the breakwater in front of the 
Queen's Hotel, and no,v nothing remains but the tower, 
the earthworks, the brick magazines and traces of the 
palisades worn away by the encroachnlent of the lake, which 
every year, it is said, robs the military reserve of three feet 
of soil. :Jlany can recall the former appearance of the 
fort, with its cannons on the wall, and in the enclosure 
piles of cannon balls in the usual pyranlidal form. \Vhen 
the fort was dismantled at the recall of troop
 from Canada 
it was gradually allowed to fan into decay, and it was an 
unwholesonle and unpleabant huilding to vÜ:it. _\ccident- 
ally a fire occurred, and all the woodwork wa:; consumed. 
It was then a ruin indeed. _\ small grant having been 
given by the Dominion Governnlent, a roof ,vas put on, 
with dornler windows, from which a grand view of river, 
lake ëlnd plain may be obtained; but it is to be deplored 
that in thu
 making it weatherproof the idea of a fort 
seems to ,have been lost sight of. A fort ,vith dormer 
,vindows, indeed! Although the history of this fort is 
not so romantic as that of the stronghold opposite, nor of 
Fort George, yet if each particular brick in its walls could 
tell its tale, what a record should we have of that December 
night, as well as of Tnany incidents in the early days of 
Newark! 


U The fragments of its walls and hearths were built 
Into that stern memorial of a deed unchivalrous." 


1'hp pugincer:-;' quarter
 Ftood where the Quepn's Hoyal 
now stands, and the old Blue House near the shore, the 
Guard Tlvuse at th(
 foot of I
ing Street. 
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rrHE FRENCH THORNS. 


Between Butler's Barracks and Navy Hall is -an oak 
grove skirted with hawthorn:;; to which is attached a legend. 
In the memory of sonle now living those trees were called 
the" French Thorns," and the story is that French officers 
:;;;tationed at Fort Niagara brought the slips from France, 
and thus we have in !-Tune such fragrant snow-,vhite blos- 
soms. ,rrhe tradition has been woven in to a ballad in one 
of the Canadian Idylls. It is a Blatter of regret that 
these poems, commemorating as they do so many stirring 
events of f;anadian history, are so little known. The ballad. 
"Spina Christa/' in the "Queen \
 Birthday," gives the 
story of the thorns. The treeR are of two varieties, called 
by the children early and late" haws," and give pleasure 
in October with their rich scarlet fruit. It is said that 
only in the neighborhood of garrison towns are these 
thorns found. By any curious explorer the thorn trees 
the poet, William T\:"irby, must have had in his mind's eye 
nlay be easily founc1 twisted and distorted as described. 



CHAPTER VIII. 
AllIER/CAN OCCUPATION J 
IAY 27th TO 
DECEJIBER 10th J 1813. 


FOR six months no further attack was made of an\' 
importance, the American Government devoting itself t
 
preparing a large force that would, this time without fail. 
repair the disasters of the past. After the taking of York 
on April 27th, early in 
Iay a large force, military and 
naval, of six thousand, crossed over under Chauncey and 
Dearborn, but did not attack the town ti1l1fay 26th. The 
guns from Fort Ì\iagara joined in the attack, and many 
buildings in Fort George were destroyed, the people in the 
town taking refuge in their cellar:.:. Fort :\Iississauga ,vas 
not then built, but batteries were placed at different points. 
fronl Fort George to the lighthouse, where the tower of 
Fort 
Iississauga no' v stands. The enelny's force con- 
sisted of six thousand men, soldiers and sailors, seventeen 
armed vessels, and one hundred and thirty-four boats and 

cows, each with thirty to fifty men. 
To face this array General Vincent had only fourteen 
hundred mcn 'at different points on the frontier, Dot half 
of them at Niagara. ...\ landing was made by the Ameri- 
can forces on Crook
' Íal'Ill 011 the nlorning of )Iay 
27th, on what is now known a
 the Chautauqua 
grounds. A heavy fog part of the tirrle prevented 0111' 
troop
 fronl seeing the enemy. 'The forces engaged on 
our side were les
 than six hnndrc(l, consisting of part of 
the King's 8th, the Glengarry Light Infantry, Hoyal N ew- 
foundJand and 41st Regilncnt. 'fhe attack was bravely 
resisted, the enemy repulsed three tin1es, our force
 
gradually faUin!!, back through the town. :\. stand was 
made at the rre
bytcriall church, where field 1-,'1ln
 had 
been placed. Lately the remains of a soldier of the ICing'ð 
8th were found there, að shown by the bu ttODS. Another 
:;;tanù was nlaòe n
ar the home of Hon. 'ViJ]iam Dickson. 
:{2 
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Having lost heavily from the Jnuch superior numbers, 
Vincent gave orders at noon to retreat, first to Queenston 
and then to Burlington. As showing how our men stood 
firm, of 310 of the I\::ing's 8th, 196 were killed or wounded, 
73 out of 108 of the Glengarry Light Infantry, and 14 out 
of 40 of the Royal Newfoundland. During the engage- 
ment there ,vere on our side 567 a,gainst 2,300, but although 
more of the enemv landed no pursuit was made. The 
enemy on entering Fort George found 
everal of our sol- 
diers taking down the flag from the flagstaff, who were 
mane prisoners. 
The period of the American occupation is the most 
difficult to give in the history of the town. As the men 
were nearly all away, either as prisoners or fighting in the 
defence of their country, there were not many left but 
women and children; n1any had fled for safety to other 
parts of the country. The real history could only be 
gleaned from diaries kept or letters written to distant 
friends, and we fancy there was not much of either done; 
the letters, if preserved, would be in distant homes, so that 
we have only a few items gathered from conversations with 
descendants of those then living in the town, and a very 
few letters and documents. 
A letter from the Hon. William Dickson, at Albany, 
dated August 14th, 1813, complains of himself and others 
being taken prisoners on June 19th, in violation of the 
promise of General Dearborn, having been sent from Fort 
Niagara, travelling three hundred miles in fifty-seven days. 
A list dated December 11th, 1813, gives the names of 
non-combatants to .whom passports were given to return, 
signed January 26th, 1814. rrhe names of those taken 
prisoners were: 'Villiam Dickson, barrister ; John Syming- 
ton, Joseph Edwards, Andrew Heron, .John Grier, John 
1\IcEwen, all luerchan ts; J alnes 11 uirheac1, surgeon ; John 
Crooks, clerk to J alnes Crooks; John :M
cFarland, boat- 
builder; Ralfe Clench, clerk of the peace ; John Powell, 
registrar; George Lane, usher to Legislative Council; Jacob 
Ball, farmer; John Decew, R. I\:err, James Baldwin, T. 
Powis
 Alexander 
f acdoneJl, 'Villiam Ross, John Jones, 
,J. Williams, J. Bradt, - Baxter, - Jones. 
4 
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Irs. 'Yillialn Dickson, when the town wacs burnt, '\-a
 
ill in bed, and was c>arried out: she lay on the 
now watch- 
ing thp òe
truction of the hou
e ,vith a fine library valued 
at 
()OO. 1\Ir
. :\IcKee, whose Inl
band was a prisoner at 
the Fort. on the death of a (.hild, refused to have it burierl 
till the husband and father could come to the funeral. 
He was blindfolded and brought oyer with a guard ana 
returned the same 'Way. 'Vhen the town was destroyed 
by fire they had seven buildings burnt-the store with 
valuable goods from 
Iontreal, a soap and candle manu- 
factory, two dwelling-hol1
es, etc. ':rhey packed ñfteen 
trnnks with valuahle goods, and their frienò, the father 
(ìf the late Doctor Rol1
, 
ent for thenl to his home nen r 
St. ratharines. The mother, to save her little girl fronl 

tanding in the 
no"r while 'watf'hing the conflagration, 
placeò her on a largc tca tray; hut in spite of a11, her toes 
,,-ere partial1y frozen. On reaching- the Eight 
Iile Creek 
the trunks were buried and coyered ,vith brushwood to be 
safe fronl nlaranders. 
frs. Follett remembers that her 
nlother, 
Irs. 'Vhitten, daughter of Sanluel Cassady, told 
her that on the day of the attack )Irs. Cassady walked out 
to Butler's farm for safety, and the daughter, aT ane, after- 
wards :\Irs. 'Vhitten, carried her little brother on her baek. 
r.rhey stayed all night in the harn, and the mother returneil 
to town in the nlorning to see how Jnatters stood. The 
house was on Queen Street near )Ir. John Sandow's, and 
was found to be occupied by Anlerican officers. She had 
left bread, recently baked, in the home, and they offered to 
let her return on condition that she would bake for thenl, 
they supplying one hundred pounds of flour and she giving 
one hundred pounds of bread, and to have the additional 
loaves for herself. This she did all sunlmer-a proof, n
 
doubt, that l\lrs. Cassady made good bread. l\Ir. Andrcw 
Heron, the librarian, was a prisoner at Greenbush, and 
found on hiR return that his wife and infant child, aftcr- 
wards )Ir
. DugdalfI, had hC('Jl C'al'ried out on the snow whilp 
the town was burning. The housc of l\Ir. Ralfe Clench 
waR not burnt, as shown Ül the" J>roceedings of the Loyal 
and Patriotic Society," hut wa
 hurn
a a('eidentally shortly 
H fter, when 
(\Yenteen innultes, Clench anò Stpwart familip
, 
who were cousins, were lnad
 hODleless. The late John 
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Rogers told Ine that he was a boy of nine, and distinctly 
remembers being on the street when a ('annon ball, firerl 
from Fort Niagara, passed near him. Their house could 
bave been saved, as they had relatives among the officers, 
hut wflre told this might injure them, 'as they \vould have 
heen thought disloyal and sympathizers with the enenlY. 
It is said that one of the beautiful mantels in the present 
house 'VRS saved by 
frs. Rogers, who carried it out herself. 

frs. 'Vinterbottonl .was in a house on Prideaux Street 
where American officers boarded. An Indian came in one 
day and demanded liquor; her child, the late W. B. 'Vinter- 
bottom, ran screaming that his Inother ,vas being killed, as, 
on her refusal, the Indian raised his tonlahawk to strike, 
but an officer fortunately passing- by struck it do,vn ,vith hÜ;; 
sword. During the bombardment people retreated to their 
cellars, some hung blankets over their ,vindows, some took 
refuge after the burning in caves dug in the side of a hill. 
In a letter from Alexander 'Vood stating the claims of 

frs. Calnpbell, wido,v of Fort- 1fajor Campbell, for war 
losses, it is said that she and her three young children 
without the possibility of saving their clothing, were 
exposed to the elements for three days, and a few valuables 
she had saved were torn from her. She had carried her 
infan t four miles for baptism, and afterwards had to dig 
its grave and cover its remains. 
During the greater part of the seven months the Ameri- 
can force was closely besieged and was really shut in, the 
Bri tish being in :a semicircle around them. Numerous 
engagements took place, one in Ball's field, the ladies look- 
ing on from the windows. In one of the engagements 1\Irs. 
Lawe ,vent and carried off her boy, aged thirteen, from the 
field of battle, as he had gone to take his share in the fight. 
On August 13th the inhabitants must have been startled 
and amazed 'when Lieut-Colonel O'Neil, with thirty Dra- 
goon
, ('overerl the advance of Lieut.-Colonel Harvey into 
1:he town, scouring several of the streets as far as the 
Presbyterian church, recovering a box from the former 
quarters of Colonel Harvey, the enemy keeping up a brisk 
fire from houses and garden walls, our troops retiring in 
.
ood order anil with little loss. 'Ve find that the Pres- 
byterian church was set on fire in Septmnber, before the 
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town ,vas burned. l\Ieal1while the ,.:\nlerican forces, shut 
in and forbidden to leave their camp after their defeats at 
Stoney Creek and Beaver Dams, were suffering from alarnl- 
jng sickness. Doctor 1\1 ann, the United States surgeon, 
says lllore than one-third were on the sick list from effluvia 
from sinks. \Vhen seven hundred nlen ,vere in hospital 
there were only three surgeons fit for duty. There was 
rain in June; great heat in July and L\.Ugust; in October 
find N ovenlber nlore rain. The diseases were typhus, diar- 
l'hæa and dysentery. A flying hospital was established at 
Lewiston, being higher ground. 
The Crooks family left Crookston, One 1Iile Creek, for 
Thorold, at twelve 'at night, 
Iay 26th, carrying a child of 
ten, ,vhich ,vas helpless. Old ,T acob Ball's wife also went 
to Thorold, carrying a child. The log house at Crookston. 
as told by the late 'V. 1\1. BalJ, was swinllning with blood 
fronl the wounded carried in from the battlefield. The 
Rev. John Carroll, in "l\Iy Boy Life," tells of a cannon 
ball coming through the walls of their house the day of 
the battle, and of the mother and children taking refuge 
at the Four l\Iile Creek, carrying with tllem a fehther bed, 
all they saved, as everything they owned perished after- 
,yards. 
It is told that there 'were, ,vhen the town was taken, 
three hundred prisoners in the jail, Juany of them political 
prisoners. 
Iis. Edgar, from the Ridout papers, giv(ls 
f:ome interesting particulars of the foraging of the Rriti
h, 
the farmers around f:uffering sometimeR aR much from one 
force as the other; and after the town was ilestroyeil nlorp 
damage was done the next RUl1ll11er hy 'Order of Gcnera1 
RialJ, when in July, there heing a RtrOl1g probahility of 
an attack on Forts George and 
Iississauga, orders were 
given to level an the chinlIlejS and ,va]ls still standing ancl 
cut down all orchards in the town which would afforrl 
('over to an enClny between the forts. Tn \Y m. Hamilton 
)Ierritt's journal he speaks of seeing the glare frolll the 
hurning town, and in the advanee of Colonel l\Iurrav notll- 
jng was to be seen but heaps of coals and streets LInn of 
furniture. 
The following Est give
 h01lses burned in the town anò 
near it, and the bupposed value. The first twe1ve and a 
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few others lived in the outskirts. Descendants of perhaps 
a dozen of those Inentioned are still found living here, hut 
of others the nan1e is forgotten: 
Isaac Swayzie, house and barn.... . . . . . . .. 1:200 
"\Villiam Dickson, brick house. . . . . . . . . . . .. 1,000 
M. McLellan, house and stable. . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 
M. Bellinger, barn........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125 
Castel Chorus, barn...................... 125 
T. Butler, house, stable, barn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200 
J. Butler, stable, barn.................... 350 
J. Secord, house, stable, barn. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1,200 
P. Ball, stable, barn...................... 800 
J. Ball, stable, barn.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1,000 
J. Crooks, stable, barn.. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 625 
G. Lawe, stable, barn...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200 
T. Merritt, stable, barn................... 400 
Rev. J. Burns, house...................... 60 
J . McKay, barn.......................... 60 
J. Symington, house, barn................ 400 
J. Clark, house........................... 400 
R. Clench, house, stable. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150 
J. McFarlane, house, etc.................. 100 
C. Gesseau, two houses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 400 
Doctor Holmes, house.................... 100 
Doctor Kerr, house, stable................ 650 
l\1rs. E. Thompson, two houses....... . . . . . 500 
A. l\lcKee, two houses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 600 
l\1rs. Forsyth, house, etc.................. 1,250 
G. Slingerland ........................... 200 
J. Eggleston, three houses................ 750 
T. Pow is, two houses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1,250 
Doctor Muirhead ........................ 500 
Mrs. Stewart ............................ 500 
McKean & McEwan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 1,000 
A. Heron ................................ 700 
W. Dorman .............................. 150 
D. Hartman ............................. 100 
A. Rogers ............................... 400 
S. Bunting ....................".......... 100 
P. De Jordan. .. . ... ........ ... .... .... ... 100 
S. Cassady .............................. 150 
Children of J. Kelly...................... 150 
l\Irs. Rose Fields......................... 750 
J. l\Ionroe ............................... 200 
D. Secord, house of John. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200 
:\Irs. "\Vright .............................. 150 
Estate of - Fitzgerald................... 100 
J. Grier ................................. 750 
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L
 
I N 
J. Crooks ............................... 5:1,000 
J. Young ................................ 1,000 
W. Dickson ............................. 1,000 
Estate of J. Emery....................... 1,000 
J. Edwards .............................. 500 
:Mrs. Bradshaw .......................... 150 
J. Rogers ............................... 2 () 0 
l\Irs. Frey ............................... 300 
J. Saunders ............................. 100 
J. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 
Estate of D. Phelps.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 
colonel P. ............................... 600 
Estate of C. l\lcNabb. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 
.l!J. Vanderlip ............................ 1,000 
l\lrs. Hill ................................ 500 
A. Garner ............................... 450 
:Major Campbell's estate.................. 350 
F. Waddel estate......................... 350 
J. Clark estate........................... 250 
Colonel Claus ........................... 1,000 
J. Powell ............................... 300 
Mrs. l\lcBride ............................ 300 
J. Adl em ................................ 2 5 
Estate of J. Jones.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 650 


Joined the enemy:- 
w. w. .................................. 5:250 
J. Wagstaff .............................. 250 
J. Doty ................................. 375 
P. Howell ............................... 500 
S. Thompson ............................ 750 
In 
iagara eighty houses, barns, stables. 
It was only after many years that a part of this wa
 
paid, coming in instalments. 
In the "Report of the Loyal and Patriotic Society" 
formed at York, Decenlber, 1812, are frequently found 
names of Niagara people receiving help, also the names of 
those who distributed help. Large sums were raised in 
England, K ova Scotia, J anlaica, York, j(ingston, 
Anlherstburg, )Iontreal, Quebec, etc., amounting to 
about fifty-two thousand dollars. Contributions also 
in kind were given. }loney was entrusted to He,. 
R. Addison and Thomas Dickson to distribute, 
chiefly in Niagara. Rev. John Burns distributed 
in Stamford, \Vidow Secord at St. David's, and 
lr. 5. 
Street at the FaUs. The money sent from Nova Scotia 
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in 1814 was applied for those whose houses had been 
Lurned, and a plan was arranged to favor those whose 
property was the least value, and those whose houses were 
more valuable had a smaller percentage. Some obtained 
the half others a fifth or sixth-a sort of sliding scale. 
rrhe hou'ses burnt at Newark and on the line to Fort Erie 
were valued at f:36,OOO, but of those not supposed to be 
in distress 
22,OOO was not counted on, leaving ß14,OOO. 
rrhe anlount sent from Nova Scotia was ß2,500, which was 
apportioned as equitably as could be done. rrhe money 
raised from other sources was 'applied to those actually in 
want-soldiers' widows, orphans, etc. 
The volume published by the Society gives much curious 
infornlation. Relief was giyen in eight hundred and eight 
cases, and particulars are given on the opposite pages. A 
few extracts may be given. Bishop Strachan was the 
treasurer, and the accounts seen to have been kept in the 
most systematic manner: "To Mrs. Law, ß12 10s., wife of 
Captain Law, of the 1st Regiment Lincoln militia, who 
was severely wounded May 27th, and was carried over the 
river a prisoner with the enemy; his son was killed by his 
side in the battle; his house and barn burnt; and 
irs. Law 
and two children left \vithout support. Dominick Henry, 
who kept the lighthouse at Niagara and was extremely 
meritorious; his wife was very active in assisting the troops 
on May 27th, giving them refreshments during the battle- 
quite a heroine, not to be frightened; ß25 given as a 
present in acknowledgment. Mrs. Ida Hill.-This lady 
had an excellent property in the town of Niagara, or 
Newark, consisting of two houses. Being a wido\v with 
her daughter, she was induced to remain after the retreat 
of General Vincent, 
fay 27th. For sonle time she 'vas 
treated with some consideration by the American officers; 
but matters changed, and she found it necessary to depart, 
leaving all her property, especially as General Boyd assured 
her positively that they had orders to burn the town in case 
of being forced to retreat. She was given ß50 to take her 
to Jamaica. Captain David Secord was very active during 
the war; was plundered; has twelve children and an aged 
father upwards of one hundred years old to support, but 
being still in good circumstances, though a little pressed 
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at the time, the Society ordered him f:12 10s. 
lrs. Frey, 
'widow of the late Captain Bernard Frey, who was killed 
by a cannon ball }Iay 27th. Her crops destroyed, fenceð 
and buildings at cross roads, likewise her house in Niagara, 
laid waste by the enemy. She was given f:12 10s. 1\Irs. 
Stewart's home was burnt and she ,vas reduced to great 
distress, with a large family. She was given f:25." I t is 
said of Rev. R. Addison, that he "was frequently employed 
to distribute the benevolence of the Society, and he had 
given f:25, beyond the sums given him, to various dis- 
tressed persons who came back to Niagara after it was 
burnt and lived in roothouses and cellars, and under a few 
boards leaning upon the chimneys still standing. The f:25 is 
now entered as paid him. Samuel'Vinterbottom.-This lnan, 
very deserving, was reduced through IÜs loyalty, the enenlY 
nlaking a point to distress all the loyal inhabitants. lIe 
was ordered f:25. To 'Vidow Secord ,,"'as given to dis- 
tribute by Thon1as Dickson, ;E110 to sufferers in St. 
Davids, and the Society are convinced that it was most 
faithfully and usefully distributed." 
'Vhen the town was burnt one hour's notice was given 
to the inhabitants to try to save their furniture. The 
scene cannot be described, and we wish not to dwell on 
the bitter feelings aroused. The ...\.merican commander, 
McClure, claimed that the order left with him in October 
sustained him in his action, but on him rests the blanle, 
and bitterly the deed was ayenged. 
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FORT NIAGARA. 


IT nlay be said, why include this in the story of Niagara? 
But considering the fact that, being constantly in our vie,v, 
it furnishes the most picturesque sight which greets the 
eye, therefore without its history our story oannot be told 
completely, predating as it does our own by nlany years. 
Here British regiments were stationed, often rescuing pri- 
soners from the Indians, children of Loyalists as well as of 
their opponents. It was twice besieged and taken by the 
British, first from the French in 1759, and again from the 
United States in 1813; twice it was given back by treaty to 
our Southern neighbors. Here were buried British officers, 
both those wh'O fell in battle and those who died a natural 
death. Here a l\iasonic Lodge was held by the King's 8th 
Regiment, and certificates granted there in 1784 are held 
by people of our town. 
The history of this spot is certainly remarkable. Held 
at different times by the Seneca Indians; by the French 
for, say, fifty years, when the fleur-de-lis floated high; then 
over it for nearly forty years the meteor flag of England 
flew; when it was given up peacefully after the" hold-over 
period," 1783-1796, by Jay's rrreaty, the Stars and Stripes 
waved to the breeze for nearly a score of years; then, taken 
by the British at the point of the bayonet in December, 
1813, for over a year the Union Jack fluttered from the 
flagstaff, till, by the Treaty of Ghent, the star-spangled 
banner floated, as it now does after alnlost a century. With 
the name of the fort comes to our memories the thought 
of the chivalrous La Salle, that man of iron, whose life 
was so full of vicissitudes, who so often, when the full cup 
of success seemed about to touch his lips, saw it dashed to 
the ground. The story of a life more full 'Or high courage, 
of startling adventure, of many journeys, has never been 
recorded. 
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On Decelnber 6th, 1678, a small vessel of ten tons, from 
Fort Frontenac, entered Niagara River; on board, La 110tte 
and Eather Hennepin chanted Te Deum Laudamus. La 
Salle's vessel following, loaded with cordage, anchors, etc., 
for his scheme 'Of western exploration, was ,vrecked west of 
Niagara, but the supplies were saved and taken to the spot, 
(long a subject of dispute), above the _Fal]
, ,vhere the first 
vessel Dlaùe by the paleface which sailed Lake Erie ,vas 
built. A stockade was built at Fort Niagara; the men, it 
is said, used hot water to soften the ground; but then, 
Hennepin said also that the height of the Falls was five 
hundred feet! This stockade was burnt in 1680. Denon- 
ville built a 'fort in 1687 and left one hundred men to 
garrison it. These mostly perished from disease, starva- 
tion or attacks of the Senecas, and the fort ,va,:; abandonea 
in 1688; but in 1725, by permission of the Senecas, a stone 
fort was built on the spot ,vhere Fort Niagara now stands, 
and in 1749, it is believed, the present" castle" was built, 
it being one of the chain of forts in that nlagnificent plan 
of the Gallic mind that ,vas to extend to the Gulf of 1\Iexico, 
and shut the English in to a narrow strip on the Atlantic 
seaboard. But a counter-plan, the magnificent idea of the 
statesman, 1rilliam Pitt, was fortunately entrusted to 
strong and 'able hands, anù French power was overthrown 
in this Continent. 
On July 1st, General Prideaux, the British commander, 
attacked .Fort Niagara, with a force of two thousand, and 
one thousand Indians. General Pouchot sent westward 
for reinforcements, and the upper river, it is said, ,vas 
black with boats of French and Indians. The fort was 
strong and well defended, the earthworks covering eight 
acres; but Sir 'Villiam Johnson, the second in command of 
the British force, 
kilfully intercepted and defeated the 
reinforcements, anù, hopeless 'Of other help, the fort capitu'" 
lated on J uly 
4th, nearly two nlontlls before 'Y olfe took 
Quebec. General Pouchot marched out with the honors of 
war on July 25th, the soldiers laying down their arms on 
the ,shore of the lake. General Prideaux had been killed 
on the 20th, and Sir \Villialll Johnson, in his diary, saJs 
his body was buried in the chapel with that of Colonel 
Johnson, ",vith great form," Sir 'Villiam being chief 
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mourner. rrhe location of the graves of these two British 
officers has lately been a subject of discussion. The chapel, 
a Roman Catholic one, was taken down, and whether the 
bodies were removed or not is uncertain. John Ross Rob- 
ertson, who has been so fortunate in unearthing valuable 
records, discovered a map in the British Museum showing 
the position o
 all the buildings in 1759, and from this 
the chapel must have been in the parade ground near the 
north-eastern opening in the wall. But an old lady who 
died ]ately, 
fiss Hosmer, asserted that she remembered 
seeing, as a schoolgirl, a stone in the military graveyard 
with the name of General Prideaux. In this case the body 
had been removed. It is only fitting that some kind of 
memorial should be placed on the spot where lie buried 
two British officers who gaye their lives for Britain's glory. 
Two streets in our town are named respectively after the 
two generals in command-Prideaux and Johnson. 
While in the hands of the French, there stood in the 
centre of the fort enclosure a cross, eighteen feet high, with 
the insc>ription, "Regn, Vinc, Imp. Chris." In a footnote 
to one of the 'Canadian Idylls our poet says, "The interpre- 
tation of this inscription admits of as much ambiguity as 
a Delphic oracle," but in the ballad it is expressed, "Regnat, 
Vincit, Imperat, 'Christus," -Christ reigns, conquers, 
governs. 
Frõm Fort Niagara, marched, in 1763, troO'ps with 
twenty-five wagons and one hundred horses and oxen, to 
accompany stoTes over the portage from Lewiston to 
Schlosser. On the return the next day, laden with furs, 
they met an ambuscade 'Of Seneca Indians, and of the 
hundred only three escaped. Hearing the firing, another 
force was sent to their relief, only to meet the same fate; 
eight O'nly reached Fort Niagara to tell the tale, and the 
larger party sent found O'nly the mangled corpses to tell 
O'f this plan, bold and ,skilful in formation, masterly in 
execution, gained as sO' many Indian attacks, by secret 
and deadly ambuscade. The spot has since been called 
the Devil's Hole. 
In 1764 Sir 'Villiam Johnson met over twO' thO'usand 
Indians from distant points, and a treaty was made July 
18th. Stirring times followed during the Revolutionary 


, 



44 


IIISTORY OF NIAGARA 


'Var. British regiments were stationed here--Butler's 
Rangers, the Queen's Rangers, Indians. A procession 
tinged with red flits before the eye--tomahawks, scalps, 
prisoners, a sight softenecl by the appearance of Îood 
for the hungry, and British officers and their wives buy- 
ing from the Indians \vhite chi1dren who had been cap- 
tured and adopted into the tribe. From this fort 
,vent out the expeditions to 'Vyoming and Cherry Valley 
in revenge for sufferings inflicted, and to rescue friend
 
in captivity. I<:ing's stores ,yere served out to starving 
Indians and white fugitives,-an ever-shifting scene. 
In 1783 conlnlenced the general movement to the wcst 
side of the river, but this fort was, with others, not to lw 
giyen up till the tenns of the treaty to reconlpense United 
Enlpire Loyalists, whose property had been confiscated, 
were carried out (which was never done). In 1796, afteT 
thirteen years, called the" hold-over period," the fort was 
given up and soldiers and stores removed to Fort George. 
rrhe next exciting period in the history of the fort was 
during the 'Var of 1812. During the Battle of Queenston 
II eights, Fort Niagara and Fort George bomharded each 
other, and again on the 27th of 1Iay, 181 a. ,rhen, aftpr 
seven months' occupation of Niagara, the .Aluericans aban- 
doned it, after setting fire to the town OIl the 10th of 
December, and the British marched in, a plan ,vas speedily 
formed to take pO:-\:-icssion of the -Fort. '"-\ snlall force, con- 
sisting of pOTtions of the 100th and 41st Regiments, under 
Colonel 
Iurra:v, started from a point four miles up thp 
river, piloted by Daniel Fields and J anles 
IcFarland, 
landed at Youngstown, and nlarched in silence to the fort, 
which w-as taken, with considerable bloodshed. Partisall 
accounts tell that our forces bayoneted those in the hospital, 
but this is disproved, the only reason for the tale being 
told, being that one account says that some of the men in 
the hospital rose from their beds and went out to fight. III 
such a case they nlet as combatants in war, and on equal 
terms. Three hundred prisoners were taken, three thousand 
stands of arm
 and an inlnlen
e quantity of stores captured. 
The commander, Leonard, absent for the night, returned 
to find hinlself a prisoner. For a year, till the close of the 
war early in 1815, the fort 'was in the hands of the British. 
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The bui]dings are, hesides the castle, the two blockhouses, 
the long, low French soldiers' barracks, the bakehouse, the 
hot shot furnace, and the life-saving station. 
A more gruesome tale than that of open and honorable 
warfare is that in this stronghold "'"as confined 
forgan, 
the betrayer of the secrets of :M
asonry, and the building is 
still shown from which, in 1826, it is said he was taken 
to be drowned in the w"aters of blue Ontario. 
During the years since the ,val' the United States Gov- 
ernInent L'has sÌ)ent large sums in improving and keeping 
up the fortifications. A wall has been built, buildings of 
l)rick erected under the earthworks, ,vhich wonlil shelter a 
large force, officers' quarters and barracks hase been built, 
a life-saving station established, and a new lighthouse built 
(the light was formerly on the top of the castle). Early 
inhabitants of Youngstown remember that the land ex- 
tended quite a distance out fronl the fort, and that an 
orchard of peach and apple trees has disappeared with the 
force of the relentless waves. The point is a famous spot 
for black bass fishing. 
In July, 1911, a relnarkable ('erenlony took plaee. The 
renlains of solrliers of the ICing's 8th Reginlent had been 
found and a joint funeral of Canadian and United States 
soldiers was held. ,.In intere
tjng photograph shows Anleri- 
('an so]rlier
 carrying the coffin 'with the remains eyf British 
solòiers covered with the Union J ark. A similar friendly 
a('t had taken place at Lundy's Lane SOlne years before, 
when the remains of United States soldiers of 1814 were 
interred by our soldiers and those of New York State. 
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SEVERAJ.I places have clainled the honor of having had 
the first library in Ontario, but by Niagara facile p1.incep.
 
the flight is claimed, no one now contradicting. Like the 
old yellow book found by Robert Browning in Florence, 
" my find," by the nlcrest chance, of the 01(1 brown leather- 
covered record book of thÜ
 library, proyed a rich and unex- 
ppcted treat. To nlY astonishnlent, by di.nt of llluch study 
of its thick yellow pages covered with writing which though 
Jarge is yet very difficult to read, it was shown that in this 
old to,vn of Niagara, in those early days, there was a most 
valuable public library, well supported, the accounts show- 
ing regular paynlents and l11uch intercst as evinced by 
the sums contributed and the regular records. f'fhe varied 
information gleaned from the old book may be thus classi- 
fied: (1), the list of proprietors; (2), list of their pay- 
lnents, and also those of non-sub
cribers; (3) catalogue of 
library with prices of books; (4), money expended; (5), 
rules and regulations: (6), minutes of annual meetings, 
contingent meetings, etc.: (7), list of books taken out and 
date of return: (8), alphabetical ]jst of subscribers, with 
separate pages for entries for each during these years. 
It says much for the members of any community 'when 
"
e find thenl providing reading of a high literary order, 
and especially 'would this be the case at the beginning of 
the last century alTIOng a band of refugees just emergeò 
from a great struggle with the forest around them, and 
pverything speaking of a new country and all that is 
ilnplied in thi
: hut whcn we think of thp vi('is
itu(lrs of 
fhe ycar
 1812, 181:1, 1814, and of the stirring rvents whicll 
took plaC'e hcn'. military oC'('upation hy frirlHl Hnil foe, of 
firr anel f:iwowl alt('rnat('I
T (loing thrir ('ruel work. we 
w'ondrr how this lihrary was prpserved: for preserved in 
part it wa
, a
 the issue of books goes on, a nrw catalogue 
appearing, with spflcr
 left, 11erhaps for hook
 misRing; 
flnò in the a(,(,o1Jnt
 it i
 
prn that 8Ul11S arp paiò to rrr1acf\ 
particulf1r h()ok
. It i
 intpresting to foHow up the 'Work 
46 
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during the war and note the latest entry; then an interval 
of two years, and, without the break of a line left as space 
between such eyents as the death of Brock, the rattle of 
gun
 and roar of cannon. the flight over frozen plains, the 
smoking ruins of happy homes, it stin goes on in the same 
handwriting, with iten1s on payn1ents of money, purchase 
of books, the annual meetings, etc. It may be doubted if 
in this day of boasted enlightenment we are wining to pay 
as nluch for our reading. One thing at least is certain- 
against the proprietors of this library cannot be made the 
charge of light reading now brought so justly against the 
frequenters of modern libraries. Nothing light or trasny 
can be found on the Est of theology, history, travel, biogra- 
phy, agriculture, a Jittle poetry. and later. a sn1aU amount 
of fiction. We in the
e days can almost envy the peoph"\ 
of that time for the delight they must have experienced 
,vhen "W averley " or" Guy 1\Iannering " appeareò, for they 
knew that the "Great Magician of the North" was sti]l 
a1ive and sending out regularly those òelightful stories, 
while we can never again hope for such pleasure as the 
first reading of these stories eyoked. 
In glancing over the list 'Of subscribers we nleet with 
na1nes of many who plaved no insignificant part-the 
church, the army, the civil service. the yeomanry, are a11 
renresentpd. There are nam
s from Fort Niagara (N.Y.). 
Grimsby. Stamford, 'Thorold, etc., and several nanles of 
women. It seems 'strange that we can take the name of 
a noted man. ten what style of reading he preferred. wn(}n 
a particul
r book was taken out, when returned, and ho"r he 
paiò his fees, or attender1 meetings. 
T
e first entry is: "Niagara Library, 8th June, 1800. 
S(\n
nble how much we ar(\ at a loss in this ne,v anò ren10tr- 
f'ountry for flyery kind of uspfu 1 knowledge. anrl convincecl 
that nothing would be of more use to diffuse knowledge 
anlongst us anrl our offspring than a library supported by 
suhscription in this town; we whose name"s are hereunt'o 

ubscrihed hereby associate our
elves together for that pur- 
pORe. and proll1Ü:e to pay annllaHy a Rum not exceeding four 

oIlars. to be laid out on hooks as agreed upon by a major- 
Jtv of yotf'S at R yearly meeting to bE' held by us at tbis 
town on the 15th of .August annually, when everything 
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respecting the library will be regulated by the majority of 
votes." Here follow the names, "41 subscribers at 24s. 
each; f:49 4s. carried to account current, page B, 15th 
August, 1801." 
Of the original forty-one the names of only three can 
now be found in the vicinity, though descendants of three 
others may be found under other nanles. The fir
t on the 
list, Andre"T IIeron, was the secretary anù treasurer for 
nearly all the period of twenty years. Rohert ,A,dclison was 
the firf3t minister of St. l\Iark's; Silvester rr"iffany was the 
printer of The Upper Canada Gazette at one time. There 
is another list oi thirty-four, making se\enty-five in all. 
The familiar nanles of Dickson, Butler. Claus, T-IamiHon, 
and Clement occur. That of Swayzie has been made 
familiar in the na111e of a delirious russet apple grown on 
the farnl of this men1ber of the library. At the first annual 
meeting. Andrew Heron and 
{artin l\IcLelIan \",ere made 
commis
doners to arrange the business of the society. Five 
rules were drawn up as follo,vs: 
"Rule I.-To receive from every subscriber, three dol- 
lars and no more. 
"Rule IT.-As soon as thirty dollar
 is col1ected, to lay 
it out on books, none of which shaH be irreligious or 
immoral. 
"Rule IlL-Every member may, if he chooses, when he 
pays his subscription, 111ake the choice of a book, which 

hall be procured for him "yith all convenient speed. 
"Rule IV.-
t\.s soon as a number of books can be pro- 
('ured (not less than fifty volumes), every subscriber shall 
he entitled to receive any book that remains in the library 
that he chooses, which he 
han return in one month in good 
order. 
"Rule 'T.-No hook f-:haU IJC allowed to any of the sub- 

('ribers unless they have fir:-:t paid their suh
cription." 
Here follows a list of book
, Nos. 1 to 80, received into 
the library to l\Iarch, 180l. 
It is remarkable that the first thirty volunle
 are all of 
a religious nature, yolun1es 1, 2 and 3 being Blair's Ser- 
mons. The nalnes of Watts, Bunyan, Boston, Newton, 
Doddridge, 'Yilberforce, 'Yatson, Owen and 'Villison arc 
seen. .An attempt is even Inade to give guidance to young 
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people in an important crisis of life, as No. 28 is "Religious 
Courtship." It is not till we reach No. 34 that any history, 
travel, 'Or poetry appears. The first purchase of eighty 
volumes, costing 
31 17s., furnished the young people of 
these forty-one homes in poetry, only Ossian, Cowper's 
"Task," Campbell's" Pleasures of Hope"; but they might 
revel in the " Citizen of the World" and the "Rambler," 
Bruce's "Travels," or Robertson's" History of Charles V.," 
and if "Religious Courtship" pleased them not as No. 28, 
No. 70 is simply "Letters on Courtship." The only work 
of a less specific gravity is No. 73, "The Story Teller," 
which we hope was pleasing to the children of these house- 
holds. 
The record of annual nleetings, always spelled" annuall," 
goes on till 1813, when the town was in the hands of the 
Americans, and 1814, when heaps of ruins replaced happy 
homes; also in 1819 there was no meeting. The question 
as to how many of the books were preserved and how they 
were 'Saved is an unsolved problem. Of course, a large 
number were in circulation in the town and township, and 
'while some were burnt others would be saved, but it is cer- 
tain that a great many of the books of the library were 
saved, as afte'fwards, from the issue of books given out 
and returned day after day, it may be seen what books 
were not destroyed; and that nlany were lost or destroyed 
is also certain, as in the accounts for next year the names 
of books are given" to replace those missing." There is a 
new catalogue with spaces left. 
There were six trustees, "two fresh ones" to be chosen 
each year. Old nlembers to pay two dollars and new mem- 
bers four dollars. Those out of town could take two books 
at once, and keep them six weeks, 'and if out of the town- 
ship, two months. If not returned in time, a fine of six- 
pence currency per week was imposed for every week of 
àetention. Any menlber withdrawing could give his right 
to any other person approved by the trustees. 
In 1801 there were 150 books, -and George Young was 
to make a case for a reasonable price, which proved to be 
!:5 2s. 
In 1802 Mr. Tiff'any was to print the laws of the society 
and b(' allowed three donars for not less than seventy copies, 
i 
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one to be given to each subscriber, ,and the librarian is to 
enforce the law' as to fines for detention of books. New 
members were to pay five dollar,s, and next year this was 
raised to six. 
Tn 1804 appears the first payment to the librarian, cer- 
tainly a modest allowance. This library seems to havc 
solved the difficulty of keeping down expen
e
, as through 
all these years there is 110 outlay for firewood, for rent, or 
for light, the al1owan<,c to the] ibrarian being a per<,enta
(' 
on money paid by what are called Ilon-subseribers: 
"Resolvc(l, that _\.ndrew ITeron be librarian for thE:' 
ensuing year, and be allowerl twelve and one-half per rent. 
of all the moneys co]]ected for the hURt tweh-e Inonths Ír01TI 
non-subscriherR: and the same for the yeai to comc, and 

hall be obliged to n1ake good all the hook
 that n1ay be 
]Of:t hy non-suhscribers." 
This seems yery hard on the librarian 
 but hc 111U
t have 
heen a book-lover. for through all thesc years he rCIllainp(l 
faithful to his trust, the eU10]unlent sometimes being 
1:1 17s. 6d. 
 onre f:2 ] 2R. 6el; for the year 18] 7 it was only 
r;; 7s. 
 and the large
t anlount was f:ô, whi<,h Inust, Ül the
e 
days. have seen1ed munificpnt. The ori,Q'inal InClnbers arc 
Rometime
 caned rroprietors and sometimes subscriber:-;. 
In 1805 an addition was Inade to the library a
 we]] 
as to the members of the society, aR fifty valuable books 
".ere received from the AgricuHural Society. For thj,s the 
fees were remitted to five members "Tho had also been 
memhers of the Agri<,ultural Society, and five others were 
gi ven a share in the library. 
In 1806 each proprietor paid only one dollar a year, 
and new nlemhers $ô.50. .T 3<,ob A. Ran and T.lewis Clenlent 
were admitted in right of their fathers as mcmbers of th(' 
Agric-ultnral So<,iet
y, ana ,T
ne rrooks. eldcst daughter of 
th
 latf\ Francis Crooks, ,vas adnlitted in th
 R
lnc way. 
Thus history repeats itself-as the daughters of Zelophehad 
demanded that the inheritance of their father shou]iJ. 
pass to them, so 11iss Crooks, oyer three thousand years 
after, lnakes thp 
mnc claim. and is a
 su<,<,e
sful in 
obtaining her share of current literature as they in obtain- 
ing their share of ]anfl. Thi!== is not the on Iv wOlnan's 
name on the Est. 'as in 1815 the name of 
lis
 Hill appeaT8 
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in place of her father; also in list of payments the names 
of Mrs. Sluny, Fort Niagara, N.Y., 6s.; 
lrs. Stuart, one 
year, 15s. 
In the next few years several changes were lnade. 
Ienl- 
bel's in town were allowed to take 'Out two books at 'Once; 
five hundred tickets were to be procured with all convenient 
speed, and the nUluber pasted on each book; shares to Lp 
sold at seven dollars each; one hundred copies of cata- 
logue to be printed and one copy given to each proprietor. 
In 1807 Ralfe Clench offers to take charge of the library 
on the sanle ternH
, he to keep the library open from ten to 
twelve o'clock e,rery day except Sunday. Another bookcase, 
the same as the first, ,vas ordered for twelve doUars. Since 
the first ,vas Æ5 2s., price.s nlust have lowered. 
In 1808 Andrew Heron has prepared a room for the 
library, and offers to perform the duties of librarian aR 
before. His offer waR cheerfully accepted, but there wa
 
evidently some friction, as an N.B. states that as 1Ir. 
Clench refuses to give up the kay to the library, -\ndrew 
Heron will not be responsible for the books that m,ay be 
missing. 
1:emhers out of to""rn were this year to be entitled 
to three books at a time. 
In 1809 Bey. John Burns became the new trustee in 
place of Hon. R. Hanlil tOll, deceased; this year the librar- 
ian received twenty-five per cent. of nloney colJected as 
before; he is now .styled librarian, treasurer and clerk. 
The library was to be open one hour, from eleven to twelve, 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, instead of every 
day. 
In November, 1812, after the burial of Brock, about fifty 
books were added, making the total number 827. 
The next entry is August 15th, 1815. 'Vhat 'a different 
state of affairs from the annual lneeting of 1812, when 
Brock was marching' to Detroit. But with intrepid courage 
our trustees nlet and made arrangenlents for the work of 
the library to go on as usual. Notwithstanding the losses 
to townspeople the charges are made somewhat higher; each 
proprietor is called on to pay $2.50, and shares ,vere sold 
at nine dollars; non-proprietors paid four dollars a year. 
In 1817 shares ,vere sold at ten dollars. In 1818, the meet- 
ing being thin, no new trustees were chosen. 
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The record of the last nleeting of the trustees of the 
library reads thus: 
" 'Vhereas the Kiagara Library has been greatly wasted, 
first by being plundered by the arlny of the United States, 
and has since been greatly neglected, yery few of the pro- 
prietors having paid their quota to support the same, we, 
whose names are hereunto subscribed, hereby relinquish 
our claims on the :;anle to Andrew Heron (who has now 
opened a library of his own for the use of the public), in 
consideration of his 'allowing us the use of his library for 
three years. This he engages to do to aU those who have 
paid up their yearly contributions to the year 1817 inclu- 
sive. To those ,vho have not paid to that period he will 
allow according to their deficiency in those paymentf
. \Ve 
consider those propositions as quite fair, and do thereto 
assen t :- 
" ,-Tanles Crooks, 
" J. 1iuirhead, 
"John Symington, 
" ,-Tohn Wagstaff. 
" John Powell." 
On examining the ac'count of lnoneys received and ex- 
pended frOlTI 1801 to 1818, we find that about f:500 "
a:; 
spent on books, the Rluns yarying frOlTI f:-1-6 in 1801 to 
!15 in 181G, and the nloney received fronl t-19 in 1801 to 
f:f) in 1818. In reading the rather monotonous account a 
plea
ing variety is sometimes found, as "books sold by 
vendue," spelled "vandue," "fine for detain of books," 
"money to replace a hook lost," "books and tracts pre- 
sented," "'a book of sermons sold," etc. 
It is not known 'what becan1
 of the books after they 
came into the possession of 
Ir. Heron, to whom a balance 
was due in ] 81R of f:11 9s. 9d. lIe must ha\e heen a man 
of mpans, as in the record book of St. Andrew's ChuTch, 
of which he wa
 treasurer, a balance was due him at one 
time of !176. 
In the period of the 'Yar of 1812-14 it is interesting to 
notif'e the few iten15 given. Books ,,-ere taken out till }fay 
24th, 1813, three days before the town was taken. A few 
records are made while in the po

es
ion of United States 
troops. On June 18th, Captain Dorman, United States, 


.T ohn l\IcEwan, 
J. Butler, 
George Young, 
John Grier, 
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lnade a payment for three 1110nths, 5s. In 1814 several 
names of British officers 'are given as taking out books, 
and in 1815 Colonel Preddy, Colonel Harvey, Deputy 
Assistant Commissioner-General Lane, Major Campbell, 
and several officers ff{nll Fort Niagara, .N ew York, then in 
possession of our troops. The same years, among the 
books bought to replace those n1Îssing, 'are nlentioned " The 
Spectator," "Don Quixote," "tJ oseph Andrews," "Chil- 
ùren 'Of the Abbey," " Josephus," and Burns' poems. In 
1816 books were sold at vandue, ;E27 New York currency, 
or ;E17. In 1817, Íor damage to "Life of vYellington," 
17'8. 6d. is paid. In 1804 Private Nicklon paid a fine of 
14s. 4d. for keeping a book eighteen weeks, at 6d. sterling. 
P'Üor priv'ate, the l'aw said 6d. currency, but fronl his scanty 
pay he is compelled to disburse this heavy tax. One entry 
defeated every effort to decipher till a happy gu
s makes 
it read, " N'Üvember 12th, 1815. To a gownd to .l\frs. N ulin, 
for taking care 'Of books, 15s. 6d." Happy 1vIrs. Nulin, 
were she fond of reading, for not only might she gratify 
her inclination, but she also receives a "gownd" as a 
reward. 
A strange coincidence occurred while making inquiries 
of old residents regarding the library. So far no one had 
been met who had ever heard of its existence, but on calling 
on an 'Old lady, a resident af the town, a postal card re- 
ceived that day was produced. "Can you tell me anything 
of :a public library in Niagara when the town was burnt, 
as I have a book which was the only one saved fronl the 
fire." The book is remembered by the owner a'S charred 
by fire, but these charred leaves have been torn away, and 
on an inner page is written, "This book was saved by my 
father, who was an üfficer in the British army when the 
town was burnt, December, 1813. The only book saved 
from the library. Tholnas T,aylor." The book is "Blos- 
soms of 1\iorality," No. 51 in the catalogue. As a matter 
of fact it was the only book then known to exist which 
belonged to the library, but since then a book has been pre- 
sented to the Historical Society with the label, " No. 80, 
Niagara Library, 1801. ]'iatthew Henry's' Communicant's 
Companion,'" 'and since then hvo volumes of history have 
been seen in a farm house in the township, with the label. 
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l\Iany of the hooks in the catalogue were quite expensiYc. 
Hume's " History of England," twenty-one YOIUnle!=ì, f:7' 4
. 
"rrhe British Theatre," twenty-five volumes, f:11, might 
cause some of our book cOlnmittees to hesitate in these days, 
though it staggered not our brave proprietors of those 
early tinles. The library "as especially rich in works of 
trayel and in magazine
, aR European ]lagaziI1P
 E'dinburgh 
Rp'l'iew, British Critic
 _1nnual Register
 etc. 
,AJtogether ,ye have nluch reason to congratulate the!=ìc 
pioneers of civilization in this peninsula that such a taste 
"Tas shown for reading of a high order, and ,,"'e express the 
hope that the libraries of the future Inay be as well selected, 
that the public may Inake as great sacrifices, and support 
as liberally these aids to culture, and that many such 
secretaries and treasurers may he found, willing to give 
tÏ1ne land faithful service to !=ìecure good literature, not only 
for the present, but to hand down to those to come. 
It is fitting that a few words should be said in relation to 
another library in the toW'n. A most interesting and valu- 
able collection of books is to be found in the RectoTY of 
St. l\Iark's Church, consisting also of about a thousand 
volumcs, with lllany folio editions quite rarC'. Thcse were 
formerly the property of Rev. Robert A,ddison, sent out 
probably by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospe1. 
Days, nay 'weeks, might be pleasantly spent in loving 
exalnination of these rare eùitions fronl Leydcn. Oxford 
and G-eneva. 'VeIl was it that they were not in any house 
in town in December, 1813, hut being at Lake Lodge 
(about three miles out, part of which Inay yet be seen), 
they were sayed. They were lately in possession of Dr. 
Stevenson, a grandson, but by the zeal of the Venerable 
Archdeacon 
Ic11 urray they were procured and placed in 
the Rectory. Every book has placed in it this inscription, 
" Presented to St. l\Iark's Church by the heirs üf Rev. R. 
,Aùdison, to be the propcrty of that church in perpetuity." 
One of the fifty-three folios is "rrhe Conlplete 'V orks of 
George Buchanan, 1 ,{15-pol'nl
, Latin work
"; " ITistory 
of Scotland," "Satyr on Laircl of Lydington," printeù 1570 
in one volume. Another folio is " Histo'rical, Geographical, 
Poetical Dictionary," 1694. On the first leaf these words 
show that there were in those days restrictions on the pub- 
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licatioOn of books (these were not removed till the time of 
\Villiam III.) : "Whitehall, 28th January, 1691-2. I do 
allow this work to be printed. Sydney." Another volume 
is " Historical Collection," Rushworth, 1659, with a strange 
picture of James 1., and the 'awe-inspiring legend" Touch 
not mine anointed," bringing up thoughts 'of the length 
to which this doctrine was carried by that unhappy or un- 
. fortunate race. There is a prayer book, in black letter, 
a Breeches Bible, 1599, and Psahns, version of Stern- 
hold and John Hopkins, bound together. In the 
prayer book is the pr,ayer offered, "That it may please 
Thee to bless -and preserve Our 
I'Ost Gracious Sovereign 
Queen Mary, Prince Charles, and the rest of the Royal 
Progenie." This book has been rebound in vellum. 
Another library, that of St. Andrew's Church, singu- 
larly enough also numbering about one thousand volumes, 
came into existence August 26th, 1833, and here -again .we 
see the name of Andrew Heron in the issue of books. There 
was a catalogue costing 71hd. in 1835, numbering 919 books. 
\Vhen we think of the influences on any community of 
a good library we remember the words of Ruskin, "'V e 
may have in our bookcases the conlpany of the good, the 
noble, the wise. Here is an entrée to the best society. Do 
you ask to be the companions of nobles; make yourselves 
noble. You must rise to the level of their thoughts to 
enter this court with its society, wide as the world, multi- 
tudinous a:-; its days; the chosen ,and the mighty of every 
place and time. Here YoOu may 'always enter. Into this 
select company no wealth "\vill bribe, no name over'R\Ve. 
You must fit yourself Ly labor and merit toO understand 
the thoughts of these great minds. You must love them 
and become like them." Judge, then, how much the people 
of this vicinity owe to the proprietors of the Niagara 
public library, furnishing to the young of so nlany house- 
holds reading of so high an order, fitting thenl to fight 
manfully the great battle of life. 
Besides the nanles whieh are nlentioned on page 52 we 
find in the list John I\:emp, John Young, John 'Vill
on, 
George Keefer, Peter )fcl\Iicking, G. Drake, Alex. Stuart, 
J. 
IcFarland, Robert Nelles, Daniel Servos, Geo. Forsyth, 
Alex. l\IcKee, John Po "\vell, Dr. ,rest, ,T as. Secord, R. C. 
Cockrell, 'Yilliam Claus, J. P. Clement, Jacob Ball, etc. 
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ST. ltIARI{
S CHURCH. 


IN attempting to sketch the hi
tory of 
t. 
lark's we 
find an ample store of different materials-St. 
Iark's is 
a picturesque grey stone church covered with clinging ivy, 
with projecting buttresses and square tower peeping through 
the branches of magnificent old trees; there are Dlany 
tablets inside and out, the tombstones hacked and defaced 
by the rude hand of \var; there is an old register dating 
back to 1792, kept with scrupulous neatness, its pages 
giving an ever-shifting kaleidoscopic view of different 
nationalities, of pioneer life, of military occupation, of the 
red man, Britain's faithful ally, of the poor slave here 
freed by legal enactment, of waifs and strays from all 
lands, ,vhile the vicinity tells of French occupation two 
hundred years ago, and of booming cannons and blazing 
roof-trees a century ago. 
 
It has been conlmonly suppos-ed that the church v,"'as 
built in 1792, since the Hegister has that date; but recent 
investigations have fixed the date ten years later-1804-- 
1809. 
Rev. R. Addison did not come as the minister of Niagara, 
but as a missionaJ;òT to the adjacent country, his parish 
being a very 'extensive one. He was appointed to Newark 
in 1797. Investigation at the Archives and in early books 
of travel brought to light many references showing, first, 
that ;E100 ,vas granted to each of four places to build a 
· church as soon as wardens were appointed and subscrip- 
tions made, but in 1798 no part of this money had been 
applied for, except in Kingston. But in 1802 in Niagara, 
Sandwich, York and Corn\vall, the people were building 
or preparing to build. In 1Irs. Simcoe's Diary , July 29th, 
1792, she 
ays, " There is no church here, hut we met for 
Divine service in the Free )lason's Lodge." In 1795 the 
Duke de la Rochefoucauld-Liancourt says, "No church has 
been built." Colonel Clark's diary says that liberal sub- 
56 
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scriptions were given in 1802 and the Episcopal Church 
built in 1804. A report of the Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel gives an extract from the report of Mr. 
Addison in 1810, in which he says, "The church at Niagara, 
the best in the Province, was finished in 1810." But by 
the kindness of Rev. Cyril de 
I. Rudolf, London, England, 
copious extracts have been sent to us from the records of 
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel containing 
the yearly reports of ]\tIr.. Addison. Sonlewhat sin1Îlar 
extracts have been sent us also by the courtesy of Professor 
Young, Trinity College, Toronto. In 1805, the report 
says, "The church is begun and half up." In 1808, 
" rrhe church advances slowly." In January, 1810, " Divine 
service has been performed in the church since last August. 
rrhey began upon too large a scale for their means, but 
have entered into a fresh subscription." 
Now that the modern tourist has invaded our quiet town 
and learned of the beauties with which we are so familiar 
I am ,always pleased to remember, that though not my own 
church, I always loved and admired St. Mark's, that it 
was my ideal of an old English parish church and church- 
yard, and in those early days the tourist had not COlne to 
oracularly tell us what to admire. When the late lamented 
Dean Stanley visited St. Mark's he said, "This is a piece 
of old England; do not allow it to be altered." The register 
of St. Mark's is unique in this particular, that in the cen- 
tury there have been only three incunlbents-one with a 
record of thirty-seven years, another twenty-seven, and 
Archdeacon 1\fcMurray, of thirty-six years. The Rev. R. 
Addison must have had a vein of quiet humor, as shown 
from the quaint remarks interpolated here and th{1re alike 
at baptism, wedding or burial. He was evidently a 'Scholar 
and a lover of books. His library, now stored in the 
rectory, has many rare and curious old books to rej oice the 
heart of the bibliomaniac. The first entries in the register 
are, "August 23rd, 1792-Henry 'Varren, bachelor, to 
Catherine Aglow, spinster; August 2-1th-Oapt. J-ames 
Hamilton to Louisa 
Iitchell, his wife. They had been 
previously married by SOlne commanding officer or magis- 
trate and thought it more decent to have the office repeated." 
" April 12th, 1 'ì94-William Dixon, bachelor, to Charlotte 
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.\ùlel1l, spinster." This should be spelled Dickson. ":\fay 
15th-Buried Colonel John Butler, of the Rangers (my 
patron)." Ilere is a path
tic entry, lollowerl by a 
trang(\ 

tatenlent: " July, 179-!-Buried a child of a poor stranger 
raIled Chambers. Septelnber 9th-Buried a soldier sur- 
feited by drinking cold water "-another never to be 
f'xplaineù tragedy. .. 
\las! he was btarved." "Raptif.nns, 
SepteJnber 3rd, Cloe, 'a nnllatto." "
Iarrieù, .T ohn Jacks 
and Rose )Ioore, negroes." These must have come as 

laYes, but by the ...\ct of 1793, passed in Navy TIall, Îree- 
dOI11 was to be given to children 'at a certain age, while 
all born in the country were free. and al
o all 'who Callle 
after the Act passed-this long before England, after a 
hard-fought struggle, lnade her ehattels free, and long 
before our southerll neighbors, by an unstinted pouring 
out of millions of lnoney and à Blore costly treasure of 
tears and blood, did the ;,'allle. 11r. .Addison nlust haye 
been indefatigable in his e
ertions, as we find him baptiz- 
ing at Twelve I\Iile Creek, Forty 
Iile Creek, ...\noaster, 
Fort Erie, Chippawa, York and Long Point. Many of 
these were "of riper years," as saith the record. "Buried 
1Iaster Taylor of 100th HegÜuent, killed by lightning." 
June 24th, 1799, occur.
 a well-kno'wll name: "BapbisITI, 
...t\llan Napier :ThicNabb, fronl York," as also are found the 
nanles of Hidout, Givell
 and 
Iaoaulay from the saIne 
place. "Buried old 
Ir. l)owd]e--Poor old rrrumper, rapt. 
1>ilkillgton \; gardpllcr. Huried. -, worn out by c"X(.(>
s 
at th(\ age of fifty-ninc, Cnt-N o::,e Johnson. a l\lohawk 
I nelin]). Baptized,] 801, ])avid, 
on of J 
aac, a 1\iohawk 
('hief." rrhese slight descriptive tCflH'S 
how a Innnan 
interest, a kind heart, a humorous vein. In the early 
records there is no reference to godfathers or godmothers, 
but in later year
 these abound. Here is the Dame 
of one who, whether justly or unjustly, received much 
blame in the \Var of 1812-14: "Baptism, Novem- 
her 20th. 1808, A ugu
ta 1Iargarct Firth, daughter of 
Colonel IIenry l>roctcr, Comlnandant of the 41st l{egt., 
and Elizabeth. )Iarried, December 11th, 1807, I
ieutenant 
\Villiam Procter, brothcr of Colonel Henry Procter, com- 
manding at Fort George, to Joan Crooks. 
larried Thoma
 
}IcCormick, bachelor, to ...\.ugusta J arvi
, spinster." This 
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was the daughter of 'Vil1iam Jarvis, Secretary in the time 
of Governor Sinlcoe. 
Here is the brief record of the burial of Sir Is'aac Brock, 
" October 16th, 1812. Burials of General Sir Isaac Brock, 
Colonel J'Ûhn J\icDonald. rrhey fell together at Queenston 
and they were buried together in the north-east bastion 
of Fort George." Of course, the spelling should be 1\I'ac- 
donell. During the time of the Alnerican occupation of 
the town, from J\f.ay to Decenlher, 181

, the notices go OIl, 
but apparently there are no nlal'riages, except of two 
Indian chiefs, "1\Iohawk chief Capt. N orton, to his wife, 
Catherine, I think on July 27th, when she was baptized, 
and J acoh Johnson, another 
Iohawk chief, to his wife, 

lary, on the 21st August this year." Capt. Norton ,vas 
a white man, a Scot. "Buried, July 17th, Co!. C. Bishop; 
died 'Of his wounds." As thi
 brave young soldier was 
buried at Lundy's Lane, 1\ir. Addison must have ridden 
all these nliles to perfonn this service. "ßiarried, 181 'i, 
Hev. 'Yillianl Sanl
on, n1Ïnister of GriIn
by, to .i\Iaria 
Nelles." "Buried, September 23rd, 1822, Poor old Hope." 
"February 23rd, baptized Agnes Strachan, daughter of 
Hon. Dr. J. Strachan, Rector of York, and Ann, his wife." 
Rev. R. Addison was n1Ïlitary chaplain for many years, and 
also chaplain to the Freemasons. During the American 
occupation he conducted Divine service for both partie
. 
The t'ablet in the church to his n1eInory reads thu
: 
"In menlory 'Of Rev. Robert AdùÙ;on, fir
t 111 issionary 
in this district of the Venerable the Society for the Propa- 
gation of the Gospel in foreign parts. l{e ('0111n1('11('('d his 
labors in 1792, which, by the b]e

illg of Divine l
roviden
è, 
he was enabled to continue for thirty-seven years. Reside
 
hiR stated services as minister of St. 
Iark's in the town, 
he visited and officiated in different parts of this and 
adjoining dÜ
tricts until other nlÌssionaries arrived. lIe 
was born in Westmoreland, England. 'Remember thel11 
which have the rule over you.'" 
11he church was consecrate
 in 1828, on Sunday, 
\.ugust 
30th, by the IIonorable and [tIght Reverenù Charles J anle:.;, 
brother of the Earl of Ualloway anel BÜ
hop of Quebec, in 
the presence of His Excellency Sir Peregrine Maitland, 
K.C.B., his staff and other dignitaries. Morning prayer 
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\Vas read by Rev. Robert Addison, the lesson and litany by 
Rev. 'rhomas Creen, the assistant minister, the Bishop 
preaching. 
A letter from Colonel 'Yilliam Claus to Rev. Dr. Stuart, 
ttsking assistance fronl the Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel, show
 the condition of the ehurch after the 
IvaI'. The congregation had met in different places-the 
IJourt House, the Indian Council rrou
e, Butler's l
aT 
I'acks, etc. 


"Niagara, D.C., J'anuary 18th, 1818. 
" Anxious that something should be done towards rebuild- 
ing our church which, in the winter of 1813, ",vas unfor- 
tunately destroyed by the enemy at the time our town 
tras burnt, I would not take this freedom if there appeared 
the most distant prospect or steps taken to make it even 
in a state that we could attend Divine service; but during 
this season it is hardly possible to attend. It rem'ains in 
the state the Commissariat put it in for the purpose of 
storing provisions, after we repossessed ourselves of the 
frontier, with the trifling addition of a tenlporary reading 
desk and gallery for the troops. Your Lordship saw the 
state it was in last summer. Nothing whatever has been 
done or likely to be done. It is not even weatherproof. 
f):'he church w,as m'ade use of in 1812 as a hospital for the 
wounded. 'Ve were deprived of our all and have barely 
the means of covering for ourselves and Îanlilies, to which 
war must be 'attributed the melancholy state the church 
remains in." 


The next letter is dated Niagara, September 20th, 1820, 
and states that the small congregation previous to the "a1' 
of 1812 erected the church 'at their o'wn expense, which 
cost f:1,200 currency. "After its destruction by fire, appli- 
cation was nlade in 1816 to IIis l\Iajesty's Government for 
aid; f:500 sterling had been received, which falls short of 
accomplishing our wish. Our congregation are too poor 
to expect nluch fronl them. Fronl their living within gun- 
shot of the enemy's lines they suffered the loss of all they 
possessed, burnt out and plundered of everything, and 
they had really not yet recovered their misfortunes from 
the late unhappy events." 
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The Canadian Government had refused any compensa- 
tion, as the church had been used by the British for war 
purposes. What an eventful history-used by both armies, 
as, after the Battle of Queenston Heights, the wounded 
were brought here and the church became a hospital; then 
by the Americans ,as a barracks, 'and here on the fl,at stones 
may be seen the nlarks of hatchets and cleavers used in 
cutting meat. Could the stones of the church speak (and 
do they not speak eloquently of the past), .what disputed 
points in our history might be cleared up. 
The oldest record is placed tinside the eastern door, 
having been found partly covered up in the graveyard and 
placed here for safety. It is rudely carved and imperfectly 
spelled by SOlne hand unskilled in, or all unused to, such 
'work: 


"LENERD BL.l\.N.cI( 
" DESeaCED 
" 5 AUG 
" 1 782 " 


It is believed that there was a graveyard here long before 
the church was built. 
In the porch at the north door of the older part of the 
church is a tablet, which brings back to us the rattle of 
lnusketry and rush of foemen the day Niagara ,v,as cap- 
tured. 
"In lnenlory of Captain 
I. 1IcLellan, aged 43; Charles 
,V right and 'Villi am Canleron, in the 25th year of their 
age, of the 1st Reginlent of Lincoln 1Iilitia, who glori- 
ously fell on the 27th day of 
Iay, 1813; also Adjutant 
Lloyd, of the 8th King's Regiment of Infantry. 


" , As lurid lightnings dart their vivid light, 
So poured they forth their fires in bloody fight; 
They bravely fell and saved their country's cause; 
They loved their Constitution, King and Laws.''' 


The last three words, it is needless to rmnark, are in 
capital letters. In excuse for the absence of poetry in 
these lines, it may be 'Said the people of those days were 
too busy writing history with their swords to trouhle ahout 
elaborating nlusical couplets or quatrains. 
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On the eastern w,all is the story of one whose tragic fate 
has been fondly remenlbered: "Sacred to the nlelnory of 
Captain Copeland Radcliffe, of his Britannic 
IajestY'A 
Navy, ,rho fen "While leading on his n1en to büard one of 
the enemy's schooners at anchor off Fort Erie on the night 
of the 17th 
<\ugust, 181--1-. One tablet is erected by his 
nephew at the request of brothers and sisters, the other 
by Captain Dawes, R.N., at the request of his mother." 
\Ye C'annot but drop a tear to the lnenlory of a brave young 
:-\ailor. Another tahlet rea<1
, "Donald Canlpbell, Islay, 
.:\rgyll
hire, Fort 
Iajor of Fort Oeorge, (1ic(1 1 st DcC'emher, 
] 812. Interred on \\-est side of Garrison Gate at Fort 
George." 
\..nother records that Lieutenant-Colonel Elliot, 
IC.C.B., fought in the Peninsular \Var. In the church 
altogether are twenty-four tablets or mmnorial windows; 
of the
e, eight are to military, five to clergy, five to \vomCI1, 
and six to the King:;;nlill family. 
The leader of the irregular force called Butler's Rangers 
is in certain histories held up to obloquy, but as time 
rolls on the partizan spirit will die out and late justice will 
he donc to 111any who haye rereiye<l ulllnerited blame. 
"Fear God 'and honor the ICing.. In Jnemory of Colonel 
.T ohn Butler, Ilis l\lajesty's C0l11missioner for Indian 
.\ffair
, born in New London, Connecticut, 1728. His life 
was spent honorably in the service of thc Crown. In the 
"'jar "rith France, for the conquest of Canada, he was 
distinguished at the Battle of Lake George, Septembcr, 
1755; at the Siege of Fort Niagara and its capitulation, 
.July 25th, 1759. In the \Yar of 1776 hc took up arll1S in 
defence of the unity of the empire and raised and com- 
manded the Royal 
\.merican Regiment of Butler's Rangers. 
J\ Rincere Chri
tian as we]] as a hrave soldier, he was one 
of the founders and the first patron of this parish. TIe 
(lied :at Niagara, 
[ay, 1796, and is interred in the falnily 
hurying ground near this town. Erected 1880." 
Another inscription readR: "r n mel110ry of Colonel 
\Yillial11 I{ingslnill, Fon of the late ::\Iajor T\"ingsnÜn, of 
1 st Royals, died in rroronto, 6th 
Iay, 1876, aged 82. 
Colonel ICingsnlill Feryed in IT. 
L 66th Reginlent in the 
Peninsular \Var, 'and afterwards at St. IIelena, during 
N apoJeon's captivity. Subsequently in conlll1and of 3rd 
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Infantry Corps Battalion of Upper Canadian 1filitia and 
was Sheriff of the Niagara District. He 'was a gallant 
soldier ." 
Colonel Kingsmill is also remembered as SuperÜltendent 
of Schools in thp to\VlJS. The nJilitary instinct nlust have 
been strong, as there are tablets to two sons in far-distant 
places, one, Captain I(ingsnJilJ. born at St. Helena, and 
Lieutenant I(ingsn1Ïll, rliefl at Hong Kong. 
Two beautiful mural tablets in the transept read thus:' 
"In menlory of the Hon. Robert Dickson, of "T oodlawn, 
Niagara: melnber of the Legisl'ative Council of Canada, 
who died 'at Leghorn, Italy, 1846, ageil 50. This tablet 
is erected by her who fondly cherishes the recollections of 
those endearing qualities which ,rere so long the solace of 
her life, anil who nlourns her loss "Tith ,a hope full of 
consol'ation." 
The nlourning 'widow, dying, like her husband, far froln 
home, is commemorated in fewer words: 
"In Inenlorv of Jane ,lones, relirt of the Ron. Robert 
Dickson, of W oodla\vn, Niagara, \vho died 'at 
Iontreal, 
1854, aged 60 years." 
A large tablet near the north door COnl111el110rates the 
serond rector: 
"In memory of Re,T. Tholnas Creen. late Rector of 
Niag-ara. Born in R'athfriland, Ireland,' N oVeJnher 2Üth. 
1799: r1ied at Niagara January 6th, 1864. 'Ho\v heautiful 
upon the mountains ,are the feet of hÜn that bringeth good 
tidings, that publisheth peace.' (Isaiah 52 :7.)" 
The tablet 'was erected by old pupils, members of a 
pri v'a te cl'ass. 
A beloved physician is thus renlembered: 
"In loving menlory of Rohert 
L '\Tilson, J\LD., who 
(lied in Simcoe, 1\;(.ay 31 st, 187 fi. 'Their eyes shaH behold 
the king in his beauty, they shall behold the land that is 
yery far off.'" 
Another is in menlory of Alnelia Baxter, second wife of 
Archdeacon J\1:c!furray, and has this well-deserved praise: 
" This woman ,vas fuH of good works 'and almsc1eeds which 
she did."-Acts 9: 36. 
.A.nother has the nanle of Elizabeth, ,vife of Senator 
Plumb, 'and sister of Thos. C. Street. 
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A handsome bra
s tablet commemorates the centenary 
of the church
 thus: 
"To the glory of God! rrhis tablet is erected by the 
congregation of St. 1Iark'R Church in grateful comnlemor- 
ation of the one hundredth anniversary of the foundation 
of this parish on the 9th July, 1792. The nave of the 
{'hurch ,vas built about 1807, and burned during the War 
of 1.812, the wans only remaining. It was restored in 1820, 
and enlarged to the present dimensions in 1843. During 
the century the li,.ing has been held by the following 
incun1bents: the Rev. Robert Addison, 1792 to 1829; the 
Rev. Thom'as Creen, 1829 to 1857; the Rev. William 
[c- 
)Iurray, D.D., D.C.L.
 Archdeacon of Niagara, to the 
present tin1e, assisted since 1888 by the Rev. J. C. Garrett 
as curate in charge." 
There are also tablets to the Rev. H. Cottinghanl and 
"He,. Romaine Rolph. 
11hree beautiful menlorial stained glass windows have 
lately been placed in the church-that to John Lees Alma, 
1890, by his wife and daughters; that to Archdeacon 
)[c1Iurray, and to 
IrR. Fen, of Buffalo, who, visiting- 
and admiring the graveyard, expres
ed a wish to be buried 
here, and dying 
hortly after, her ,vi
h ","as complied with, 
and this beautiful window, "The Resurrection 1\Iorn," 
from a painting in T taly, placed in nlemory. The st'ained 
glass "Tindow in thf\ chan('el is believed to be the earliest 
stained glass window in an Ontario church. Its soft 
colors, its ('haste sinlplicit
T
 and yet its rich gold, purple 
and dark blue
 nl0ye the arln1iration of vi
itors. 
The Rev. ThomaR Creen, a natiye of Ireland, but edu- 
pated at GlaRgo,v University. becanle the assistant of Rev. 
R. Addi
on, and succecderl him -in 1829. IIe was a fine 

'Peaker, a modest, benevolent Juan, f::cholarly and a good 
('la

i(' scholar. During his incunlbency the transept wa:ì 
added to the nave, gal]eries added, and the two pulpits 
buiU, the chur(.h reseated, and nlany n1uniflcent gifts .were 
Ina(le to St. 1\fark's, showing what loving hearts ,vor- 

hippeil within it
 walls. The beautiful tablets in the 
dw,nce1. with the COHuuandmenh::, Creeù and Lord's 
Prayer. were hrought from England. the money to provide 
them being given by the -widow of the lIon. Robert Dick- 
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son. The silver comlIlunion plate was given by l\frs. Downs, 
and the Bishop's chair by the Hon. 'Vm. Dickson; the font 
by l\Irs. Hall and 
Irs. l\felville. The small crimson arm- 
('hair -was presented to the sexton, John Wray, when a 
feeble old man, by the Sunday school children, who also 
erected the stone in the gra veyard to his memory. The 
nlOney to build the rectory was partly collected in this 
il1culnbency by two sisters, 1\lrs. ,Yo H. Dickson and Mrs. 
,,
 oodrufÏ. 
A watercolor, by an artist called D'Alnlaine, shows the 
church in 1834, quite different from its present appear- 
ance. 'Vhat is the nave of the church, or the north end, 
was the original church. There 'was a steeple instead of 
the square tower with the four points. The chancel was 
built in 1843, as m.ay be seen by the date on the curiously 
carved pulpits. 
The mis'sionary work of the first incumbent has been 
referred to, extending over so many nliles, baptizing alike 
the dusky children of Africa and the red men of America. 
It ils rem'arkable that the third rector, the Rev. Archdeacon 

Ic
Iurray, labored when a young man among the Indians 
at ,Sault Ste Marie: his first wife (the daughter of John 
Johnson and his wife, an Indi'an nlaiden), was of great 
use as 'an interpreter in his n1Ïnistrations. In 1891 he paid 
3 visit to the scen
 of hi
 labors almost 8ixty veal'S before, 
and met at th
 Shil1gwauk IIome seyeral ., WhOll1 he had 
baptized. In 18,'13 he was delegated to vi
it the neighbor- 
ing republic to .ask ass.istance for Trinity College. In 
1854 he visited Quebec with regard to the settlelnent of 
the Olergy Reserves, and in 1864 visited Great Britain in 
the interests of Trinity College. 
Iany Ï111provements have 
been made in this perioò. The hand
oll1e rectory was 
erecterl at a COF=t 'Of $6.000, '(1 large and full-toned organ 
was largely due to the liberal contribubion of Geal
 Dick- 

ün, and the beautiful ChÌlllC of bells wa:-: a memori'al gift 
from the '
åme gentleJnan and his brother, Walter A. 
Dickson. Also, during this ineulllbency, several curat-es 
have given their assistance: in the time of 
Ir. Creen, the 
R,ev. Edw. Baldwin, Rev. Dr. Lundy, Rev. W. Reynolds, 
and Rev. T. R. 
IcKenzie: and in that of Dr. McMurray, 
the Rev. E. Stew-art J oneB, wh08e untimely death was So 
6 
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n1u(.h regretted. lie had taken 11111f'h rintere
t in the young 
nlen of the congregation, and helped to forn1 the Orùer 01' 
TTnited ,V orkulen and a telnperance :-:oeicty. IIi" successor::; 
were the Rev. ,T. B. l\Icade and the Rev. ,T. C. Garrett. 
On the òeath of .Arrhcleaeon :\icl\Iurray he "ras succeeded 
by the Rev. J. C. G-arrctt, who for f:Olne tÏ1n
 had been 
Curate-in-charge, now TIpv. C
non Garrett. 
As the (.on1pletion of the hundrerl years of the existenc(' 
of the f'ongregation approa('hed, thc que:;tion of holding H 
eentenl1ial waR 1l1ooter1, anrl abo thai- of 'alterations in thc 
ehureh. \Vith regard to the lattcr therc was a differen('c 
of opinion, as 
o}n(' preferrec1 the 'air of antiquit). the high 

traight-backed box pew
; hut it wa
 finally l1ecidecl to 
take out the galleric:-;, put in lle"W ,vinclows, new oak seats, 
and paint the ,valls ornalnentaUy, but leave untouched the 
quaint f'arveil pulpitR and the chanceL 
Seryices were held on the !>th, 1 nth 'ãnd 11th of ,Tuly, 
and l'arge congregation
 fined the ehurch. Eighte
n 
('lf
rgyn1en "'ere pre:-:ellt at luorning service, ,T uly 9th. 

\.ddrf\
ses werc given during the day by Re,-. E. .1..\. Bald- 
win. TIp\r. 'V. Fe:-;:-;enclpJl. ..\rehdeacon 'l\Icl\Iurray and the 
TIey. R,. Ker. rrhe Archdeacon g'cne a ('olnprl'hell
'l'e 
rf.....ulII é' üf the "
ork <1011e in the hundred years. In the 
eyening the I:ev. H. Ket". of St. Catharines, read a well- 
prepared paper, cloquent and ren1ini
cellt of the past, 
(']osing with the "rordR, "...\.n<1 now the forms of :-5oldier
. 
of statesmen, of patriots, and of ('itizen
, that have to-night 
]ent their mystic presenre to this congregation, 'yanish." 
lIe bade them return to their pea('efnl rest. 


U 'For us will dawn no new centennial day.''' 


On Sunday 1norning the Right Roy. Cleveland Coxe. 
Rishop of New York, preached, rlo
ing with the word:-:. 

, T thank Goò for the histor
' of thi
 ypuerable parish, and 
1'('joi('e that 1 aUl here to take pH r.t in this centenniaL" 
The )o:urp1ired (.hOlT. nunlhcrillg thirty, of St. )Iary":;;-ou- 
the-Ril1. Buffalo, 
allg an anthen1. Tn the eyening th
 

ennon "was giyen by Ârr.hdeacon Dick
on. .\t the morn- 
jng service thpre were present children and grandchildren 
(If thr thrpp inr'un1hpnt
. thr)"p nping two grandrhildren 

nò t
1l grcHt-granrlf'hildren of the first rector, R
v. R. 
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.A.ddison. rl'here were also descendants of Colonel John 
Butler. kin item of interCist in connection with the cele- 
bration of the comnlunion was that the combined ages of 
three of the officiating clergymen reached two hundred 
and fifty-four years-Archdeacon 
Ic}Iurray, eighty-three 
years; Canon Arnold, eighty-six years; and Canon Read, 
eighty-five years. 
On the afternoon of l\Ionday 'a paper '\vritten by the Rev. 
Dr. Scadding, "Church Annals at Niagara," was read, 
in which was a per
onal reminiscence of the first n1Ìnister 
of St. }iark'f-'. "I Inyself remember J\1Ir. 
\.ddison very 
wen, having, 'when a boy, heard hÏIll officiate in St. James' 
Church at York. His ov,al and intellectual countenance 
(lnd finished style of reading made a strong impression. 
I particularly remember his walking 'arrayed in his aca- 
demic gown, bands 'and clerical hat down King Street 
to the Quetton St. George mansion. He was chaplain to 
the House of AssembJy." 
In the evening a social reunion was held in the school- 
house, the chief featur
 of which was the presentation of 
a handsome onyx clock, vases ,and lamp to the Archdeacon 
and }Irs. Mc1\1:urray. 
The whole proceedings had been carried out very success- 
fully, the weather was delightful and friends met here who 
had not seen each other for years, TI1any coming from far- 
distant points, and all rejoiced over this pleas/ant gathering. 
During the incumbency of the Rev. J. C. Garrett" now 
Canon, many costly and beautiful gifts have been given 
hy present and forlHer lllembers, sho'\ring the love and 
generosity of the givers. A beautiful black ,valnut 
("omlnnnion table is in 11len10ry of the late John 'V. Ball, 
made from a tree grown on the farm of hiln whose melnory 
is thus conullemorated: ",-T ohn W. Ball, who with faithful 
elevotion filled the office of Church Warden of this parish 
for twenty-oup consecutive years. Born 1813; died 1890. 
Erected 1909." ...\nother 'memorial is a handson1e pulpit in 
golden oak to the menlory of James land Amelia Kennedy 
and their deceased children, ,also George Goff, their son-in- 
law, erected by CharIes Kennedy and his sister, Amelia 
f+off, .Tulv. 1900. ,A'-memoria] ]{3(ôtern of b-ronze and brass 
has rome' fron1 Detroit, sent in memory of her father from 
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ßlrs. Austin, 
 daughter of Captain \Vinnett Lockhart 

Ielville, who formerly ,vorshipped in St. 1\1 ark's. The 
lectern was fir:-;t plaeeà in Grace Church, Detroit. An 
angel with outstretched anllS 'supports the reading de
k. 
The church has been further beautified hy the placing of 
1 \\-0 beautiful nlelllorial window
 of 
tained glass in IDelllory 
of her parent
 by ::\Irs. Dorothy Carnathan Baur, also of 
her husband, the late Charles Raur, of Terre Haute, Ind. 
The last ilnprovement in the church is the excavation 
to forlH a rOO111 for the choir, now a surplicec1 choir. :Jluch 
of the expense of -all the late ÏIuprOyen1ents to thc church. 

chool house and rectory has been paid by the efforts of the 
'Vomen's Guild and the \Vining \Y orkers, 'while the help 
bent to the Shingwauk Home is due to the 
1issionary 
L\uxiliary, to which the }Ii
sc::; Beaven have given their 
time, their inspiration, their IDoncy and their prayer
. 
The words of George 1Ia('donal(1 in describing an old 
(.hurch in the Sea Board Parish seenl appropriate in COJl- 
eluding this sketch: 
" ....\nd when I saw it 1 rcjoieed to think that once 1110re 
1 was favored with a church that had a history; that it 
was one in which the hope
 and fearH, the ('ares and C011- 
f'olations, the loves and desires of our forefatherF Fhoulcl 
have he
n roofed; where the hearts of those through whon1 
our ('oulltry has become that whieh it i
-fron) whi(.h Hot 
merely the Hip-blood of our bodies, but the life-hlood of 
our spirits has 
OIlle down to us-,vho
e existence and 
whose effort" have made it possible for Uf' to be that which 
we are. Therefore, I would rather, \\ hen I may, "or
hip 
in an old church ,vhO:5C \'erv stones are a history of how 
nlPI1 t-\troyc to realize the 'infinite, compeUing .even tlw 
power:-5 of nature into the ta
k." 



CHAPTER XII. 
1\7ETVSPAPER8. 


PERHAPS by 
onle it ,vill hardly be believed that in our 
town at least twenty-three newspaper
 haye been printcd
 
"have had their day and ceased to be." \Yhat a contrast 
to paper'S of the present day were these early newspapers 
a
 exelnplified in The Upper Canada Gazette-no efti- 
torials, no personals, no poetry, no stories, no telegraphic 
aespatches, no births, deaths or nl'arriages, no illustrations, 
few oadvertiselnents, but chiefly copies of official docunlents, 
while exasperatingly silent 'On the points of which we desirc 
kno"rledgc-the news of the town. Cohul1n
 are given of 
news six or eight "reeks old from Constantinople, Peter
- 
burgh, Baltinlore
 Anlsterdall1, Frankfort, \T alencienne

 
Tournay, Rotterdam, Paris, Bergen-op-Zoonl (wherever 
that lllay be). Even when we C0111e down to the times of 
The Chronicle and The Mail) in one of these is this noticc- 
able; but there is general1
y a striking contrast. Th p 
Chronicle ,ras the organ of the don1Ínant party in the túwn 
at that date. It had all the official notices, sheri.ff's sales
 
reports of county proceedings, etc., dignified in tone
 but 
inRufferably dull: but Tlz p Mail) of the same date, edited 
by Dayich:on
 was lively. had annl:,ing letters, sharp C'riti- 
<,isms of tho
c in power, and spicy artie-Ies, and ,vas, in 
fact, a " free- lanre." \Yhen there werc three weekly paperR 
in town (1833):, there was often H good deal of sparring at 
one another, but we rannot iInaginp The Chronicle con- 
deRcending to notire its opponent. 
1. Th e Upper Canada nazeti e or .1 meriran Oracle seen18 
to have been the official organ of the Goyrrnment. The 
firf't nUluber apprared .April 1 Rth. ] 79:3
 with Loui:;; Ho
? 
as publisher, and afterwards G. Tiffany; the price wa:5 
three dollars; in size it was a four-page paper, each page 
heing ] 4- V2 by 91/
 inches. Dr. K eilsoll, of Ottawa, 'when 
visiting the Historical Building, wrote in the visitors' book: 
")Iy grandfather, John Neilson, of Quebec, sent his fore- 
Inan, Louis Roy, to start this paper at Newark." 
69 
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As an example of the verhiag
 of the day we quote from 
the proclalnation calling Parliamput to a

p]nh]e: 



, George the 1'hird by the grace of God, of 'Great Britain, 
etc. To our beloyed and faithful counsel1ors úf 011 r Pro- 
vince of Upper Canada, our faithful knight
, ('itizeJl
 and 
burgesses, of our 
aid Province
 for the 
\.
Remhly at our 
town of Newark. . . . . Greeting. . . Con1- 
manding and by the tenor of these presents firmly enjoin- 
ing you and everyone of you and all others in this hehaI { 
interested that on the 22nd day 01 September next, at our 
s.aid town of Newark, pen:onally
 you and eyery one of 
you he and .appear to treat, do
 act and conclude upon 
those thing
 which in our 
aid ,A.sselnbly, by the Comn1on 
Council of our f;aid Province, hy 1 he favor of God, Inay he 
ordained. In testimony ,,
hereof these our letters we have 
caused to be made patent 'and the grcat seal of our Baid 
Province to be hereunto affixeù. 'ritrw
:;: our Trusty 3n(1 
'"fell Beloved John Graves Simcoe. l'

quire, Lieutenant- 
Governor and Cûlonel Connnanding our Porc-e
 in our sai(l 
Province, 'at our GOyernn1ellt House, Navy Ilall. thi
 tenth 
<<lay of Augu
t 
n the year of our Lord one thou
and R('Ven 
hnndr
d and ninety-four, anù in the thirty-fourth year of 
our reIgn. 
",rro. 
T arvis. Secretary." 


"J. G. S. 


An -advertisement in large ('apital
 ha
 a 111artial ring: 
"To an Loyal tlnd Gallant Subjects. Recruits 'wanted 
for Hi 
 }Iaje;;ty's .An1erican Hegiment of Qupen's nanger
. 
of which His Excellency Lieutenant-Governor Bin1coe i-; 
Colonel COlnn1andant. Fifty active Joung men, gentle- 
nlen, volunteers, shall receive Tcn Guinea
 Bounty 
Ioney 
rach on their approval. " 
In another i
sue is a list of certificate,:; of ]nnd ]ying at 
the offic>e of 'Ym. Jarvis. 'fhere occur the familiar nanle
 
of G. Fields, ,T. Bro\vn, J. Turney, S. VanEvery
 B. Frey. 
D. Secord, P. Hare, C. Corus, J. Durham, J. Butler, A. 
Vrooluan, J. Young, D. Ser\o
, 'Y". Vandedip, ,1. Castle- 
man, A. Bradt, .1. Chisholm, A. Chrysler, J. Comfort, 
W. B. Sheehan, C. Lambert, etc. 



NEWSP APERS 


7'1 


In the first is:,ue, ,A..pril 18th, 1793, appear the names of 
gcntlell1Cn arriving in the river in If. 
I. Schooner Onon- 
daga, ,after an ,agreeable paF:F:age 'Of thirty-six hours: .J. 
Small, E
quire., 'Clerk to Executiye Council; Lieutenant 
)IcCan, of the 60th RegÏIllent; Oaptain T. Frazer, J. Deni- 
Ron, Mr. J os. Forsyth, 
Ierchant, 1\Ir. P. Sn1Ïth, Merchant, 
)11'. L. Crawford, Captain À. 1IcDonnell, - Ifatheway. 
The Upper Canada Gazette was published here till 1798, 
when it was rC'moyed to Y ork. No C'0111plete file 1Ïs known 
to exist. 
2. The Constellation '\va
 hegun J nne, 1799, and is known 
with certainty to haye lasted tin the end 'Of 1800; 'and was 
published by Silvester Tiffany -at the price of four dollars 
a year. In the Niagara 
)Iail, August 22nd, 1855, is an 
article on the Constellation, no douht "\yritten hy 1Ir. I(irby, 
with the heading, "A Canadian Newspaper Relic. ThiR 
was placed in our hands a fe,v days ago by the kindness 01 
F. Tiffany, of Toronto.
' rhe artiC'lt' is on the paper of .J unp 

! 1 st, 1800. The Constellation is 
tated to be published 
wC'l'kly hy S. and G. rriffany. "The British news is alnlost 
three months, that of New York almost a 111011th, old. In 
the local ne'ws is the aecount of 
iiss Ann Cain having 
been killed by bl'Ows and kicks rinflicted by a fellow servant 
in the home of l\lr. G. PorRyth, Niagara. The editor ,varn
 
men not to give \\
ay to gusts 'Of passion with regard to C07ll- 
merci'al l11atters. The Province being 'On the eve of an 
election, ihc evil
 of bribing and treating are referred to, 
but the electors 'Of the second riding 'Of this county are 
declared to be an enlightened, lindependent people, and will 
think for thenlsclves. 
" Frolll an advertisement we learn that the whole tnwn 
plot of Hamilton was for sale-97't> acres ,veIl timbered with 
150 acres cle-ared; an excellent stand for business, with a 
wharf and storehouse. For particulars readers are told to 
apply to the printers of Niagara." This will move the 
astonishment of the residents of the Ambitious LitHe 
City." 
3. The II erald was published 1801 to 1802; its subscrip- 
tion price was f'Our dollars. In the Niagara Herald
 August 
7th, 1802, is the advert.isenlent of the" New Store at the 
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house of the French General, between Niagara and Queell
- 
ton"; signed Quetton St. George and Co. 
4. The Upper Oanada Gazette, or Freem,an's J oUl"ual, 
1809-1810, was published by Joseph 'Vilcocks. This paper 
,vas first printed in York, 1807, but brought to Niagara in 
1809. 'ViI cocks was 'ft menlher of parliament and fought at 
Quecnston Heights, but joincd the eneIny and was killed 
while fighting at Fort Erie. From his knowledge of the 
neighbourhood he gave information to the enemy in 1813, 
and thus the loyal inhabitants were distressed and their 
property seized and they themselves arrested. He formed a 
force called Canadian Volunteers of those who were disloval 
like himself. This is to be distinguished from a force called 
the Royal Canadian Volunteers. The paper was discon- 
tinued at the beginning of the 'Var of 1812. A photograph 
of the issue of the paper of April 14th, 1810, is in the 
possession of the Historical Society. 
5. The Bee. Of this paper ,ve only know of a copy in 
July, 1812, and one of October 24th. It was published by 
James Durand at the price of four dollars. The Octoher 
number, or rather ,ft reproduction of part of it
 wa::: a 
remarkable find. 
In strange places are found bits oÎ valuable historical 
infornlation, as a copy of the Niagara Chronicle, of August 
22nd, 1838, was discovered doing service as a trunk lining 
 
it was renloved carefully, but several lines were missing. 
J n two places was found reproduced therein an articl e 
from the Niagara Bee of October 24th, 1812, which ron- 
tained 'an account of the Battle of Queenston lIeight
, 
differing in some respects from other accounts. An explan- 
atory article by the late lamented 
rrs. S. A. Curzon in 
The 1Veek, October 23rd, 1891, precedes the extract, ana 
tens that the paper was removefl hy the hand
 of two sym- 
pathetic young Canadian ladie
. 
6. The Spectator,. 
Iarch 17th, 1817. rrhis WRS pub- 
Ji
hed by .A,mos 
IcKenney, and afterwards Pawling and 
Ferguson; issued next door to Alex. Rogers' Hotel. The 
price was four dollars. This paper is dignified by a motto 
"...lVugas egit 'lulllsqllisque inviccrn." The 11lotto, pcrhapH 
wisely, is omitted in the later years. In the issue for 
1818 are long ]etter
 from Robert Gourlay anò "The 
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Traveller." rrwo eolumns 'are taken up with rules of 
schools notices to teachers, etc. There is an ad vertise- 
mcnt o'f Timothy Street, at St. Davids, and nn advertise- 
lnent of a pamphlet, "Principles .and Proceedings of the 
Inhabitants of the District of Niagara for addressing His 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent, respecting the claÌIns 
of sufferers in the War, Lands to 1\liliti'a 
Ien, and the 
General Benefit of Upper Canada. Price, one shilling, 
Halifax; at this office." There is also a long letter fronl 
J allies Durand and a notice of the ,Agricultural Society of 
Upper Canada. 
7. The Gleaner,; December 4th, 1817; published by 
,A.ndrew Heron, and afterwards by Samuel Heron; the price 
is three dollars; it was printed at the foot of I\:ing Street, 
at another time near 1\iarket. This yeteran paper was 
published till 1837. Its editor was a noted llian, a book- 
seller, and the founder of the Niagara Library in 1800; 
also its secretary, treasurer and librarian; he was the sec- 
retary land treasurer of St. Andrew's Church from 1794. 
He n1ust have been a man of means, as he advanced money 
to both of those institutions when ,a deficit occurred. 
The editori'als of The Gleaner are em,inently sane, moder- 
ate, .and always on the side of morality and right thinking. 
Many correspondents air their vie\ys, as in The Spectat01', 
Sir Oliver ltlowat, when at St. Andrew's Centennial, 1894, 
is quoted as saying that Th e Glealwl' ,vas taken in his 
father's house and diligently read. H'e wondered if there 
were any copies of it now to be found. "}fy first knowledge 
of Niagara, so far as I can recollect, I got when a very 
small boy from The Gleaner. I knew nothing of its poli- 
tics. If it had any politics, I alll afraid, judging by my 
experience of the old town since I became a public man, 
that its politics are not l,ikely to have been as good, accord- 
ing to the judgment of my mature age, as its stories and 
selections were according to the judgn1ent of IllY early boy- 
hood. I hope if anyone has a file he will deposit it in the 
Legislative Library or other safe place for preservation and 
public references." 
The newspapers of those days seelli to have suffered 
much from non-payment .of subscribers. A notice in N ovem- 
ber, 1826, shows that 'a generous choice was allowed as 
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to the nlcthotl of paynlent: .. Notice to all who feel desir- 
ous that this paper should continue its useful labor
 to 
('ome forward 1yith the needful-pork, beef, lnutton, flour, 
peas, or anything that i
 .fit for food for n1an or beast 
thankfully receiyed at this olli('e." Ready money must have 
heen scarce, 3B in a ('ol1ecting- trip by the editor a
 far as 
Chippawa and De Cew'8 only four dol]ar
 had he en received. 
] n an is
ue of 1830 is stated: .. "Teare greatly averse to 
dunning of every description." fTe goes on to 8peak of 
the hardship of prepaying postage on new/spapers and of 
the difficulty of collecting payment, ending with the state- 
Inent that papers ,vill be stopped of those in arrear
. and 
ends with the significant threat, "Steps will be taken 

tronger than argunlent to con1pel paynlellt." 
In all that trouhlous tin1e preceding- the Rehellion, while 
upholding the con
titution he acknowledged that thcre ,,"err 
wrongs that should be redrc::;sed. rrhough a Scot hilnseIf 
he is rather hard on those of that nationality, although ht
 
fparlessly ùM"cnrled their (.hnn.h l'ight
 WlH'1l aHfi(.kc'ò hy 
Bishop Strachan. In J annary 2
th, 18:32, he f.ay
: "Th (' 
GlpallPl", Rincp it:, eomn1pnc'cnl(l)Ü fourtern year:;; ago, ha
 
had to record two great rXf'itclnents in this Provinf'(\ 
hrought about by two S{
oteh a{1\.entureTs, neither of whonl 
had any intere5t in the pro
pcrjty of the ProvinC'e-Gour- 
lay and 1\Iackenzie." In the is
ue for Decmnber, 1 K33, it 
is statpd that thi
 number complete
 sixteen year
 of Tit (I 
(}leaner
 the longest period that allY papcr in the rrovin
e 
has attaineù. In 184.1: Thp Glealler vrinting press 'and all 
appuTtenances 1vere offered ior 
ale hy A. ITeron, tlw 
nephew of the editor. 
8. The Canadian Argus and _Viagara i3pecialor
. April 
19th, 1820; Vol. 1., No.1; by 'Yln. B. Peters, Barrister: 
motto, U Salus Populi Suprema Lex
' (The 
afety of tht
 
people is the supren1e law). 
9. The Canadian
. Augn;;t 11th, 1
24; L. G. Beardsley: 
f:l per annum; next R. )1. Chrysler's store; ßlotto_ "Let 
it be in1pressed upon your TI1inòs, let it be instillcd into 
your children. that the liberty of the pre

 is the palladiuD1 
of all civi1, political and religious rights."-,Juniu
. 
10. The Niagara Tlera7d
. J-anuary, 1
28, to 1
30; ,Tas. 
Gedd for J as. Crook
: four dollar
 per year. This publi- 
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cation seems to have judicious selections and copious Par- 
liamentary news. 'Ye do not know ho,v long it lasted. 
11. The Spirit of the Tinws.; tTune 17th, 1830; 'V. L. 
D'aly; issued from The Gleaner office; price 1 'Is. 6(1. Only 
'One copy -is in our possession. 
- 12. The Niagara Litel'ary 
[iscellany
' 1832. This .was 
to be published fortnightly and to consist of anecdotes 
ancient and modern, to combine instruction with amuse- 
ment, by Mr. Delv
s, a 
tudent of the lTniversity of Cam- 
bridge. 
13. The News. The prospectus pub1ished by Thp 
Gleaner
 June 23rd, 1832, 'appears as late as October, and 
states that the paper w'as to be .on a different plan fron1 
any now printed in the Province. It \,as to be a hebdomadal 
(just a conlmon weekly) paper. The new venture wa
 
not to be filled \vith th
 ephe1npra 1 tra
h of th
 day
 hn t 
by leaving this out room would he found for valuable 
articles. It wa
 to b
 puhliHhed hy Sewel] anc1 Gladn1an. 
Ifow this bold \'cllture sUC'['flcdfld we have no Ineans of 
knowing. 
14. Tlt e Itrporl fr
. }Iay 1 Gth, ] R33--4-2; Tho
. Sewell. 
afterwards J. .T. 
fasten; the prÜ.e wm
 fifteen shillings; 
motto, "rrhe Jiberty of the press is indeed essential to the 
nature of a free Rtate."-Blackstone. The office was in the 
Market Square and afterwards opposite H-aTrington'
 
Hotel. 
At this time there were three weekly papers in town. In 
t he long advertiseJuent published in 11h e Gleaner, in the 
previous I)ecenlher, Th e Ifeporter in politics ,vas t'O be 
independent. It mentions that" ","ithin the last eight years 
several papers had been established- The Canadian, the 
Niagara Herald, The Spirit of the Times, and the Niagara 
Literary }.[ iscellany. r:Phey are a]] defunC't, most of then1 
in their inf'ancy." 
The Reporter COll1nlencec1 by slashing articJes on th
 
steady-going Gleaner, which replied with spirit and dig- 
nity; but on the whole the Reporter was 'a well-conducted 
paper. 
15. The Ark
. a literary paper, 1835; by John McE'wen. 
Called so because it waR to consi8t '01 selected articles fronl 
the be
t publications of the day. "\Vhether like the ark of 
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old it reached solid ground after its weeks and months of 
trial we know Dot. 
16. The Telegraph
' November 16th, 1836; L. C. 
Kearney. It contradicts the statelnellt that the journal is 
published for the purpose of supporting Charles Richarù- 
son. As a prophet The Telegraph will not take high rank. 
us its editor states in his editorial that the Province has 
been rescued from all the horrors of ciyil war bv the luanh' 
frankness of Sir }-'ranci
 Bond IIeacl (! !). oJ 
 
17. The Chronicle
. July, 1837-54; John Sinlpson. 
Queen Street; price, three dollars. Thi5 has been referred 
to in the opening lines of this chapter as the official organ. 
The editor also had a book store and puhlished an alnHuule 
for a nunlber of years; also published the" Forget-1\Ie-N ot;" 
and luany books were printed at the office of The Chronicle. 
'fhe editor becan1e luember of Parlian1ent and afterward::; 
I)eputy Auditor-General. A stanza in a witty description 
of the notabilitie
 of the town descri1w:, hinl well : 


"Next comes John Sin1pson, fair and bland, 
Ris acts you all can understand, 
Ris ain1 is high, his effort strong, 
And seldom he is in the wrong. 


The Chron'icle has its colunlns full of ac1vertisenlcnts, 
official accounts of Dleetings, new
 of eyery place except 
Xiagara; -ahvays dignified, but nothing spicy is found iH 
its pages. In its favor it 111ust he 
aid it never indulgc,
 
in personalitie
, but it is very dull. Three papers hayr 
had a longer existence than the others in Niagara, Th (' 
Gleaner
 The Chronicle and The }'lail. The Chronic/fl. 
like The Gleaner
 suffered fronl bad debts, as the i8
ue for 
}"ebruary 7th, 1845, shows: "The accounts of this officp 
,,-ill forthwith he presented. It Ü
 nece
sary to observe that 
1 his ceremony is not a luere matter of form. but in order 
that we may obtain paynlent of whnt i
 due." 
18. The Argus.; April, ] 84 t-4G; George IIodgkin
oJl: 
price, two dol]ars 
 motto, "'Yhile we sing 'God Saye tlw 
]{îng' we'll not forget the people."-Burns, Queen St. 
Th e A 1'.9'lt..
 is full of life and vigor, has letters from cor- 
respondents, short editorials; its literary colunln is well 
F;elect.ed. 
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19. The ]fail.; 
farch, 1846-1870; price two dollars; 
editor, first, Alex. Davidson, then J as. A. Davidson, then 
"Tm. I
irby, l
irby & \Valsh, S. C. Smith. VoL 1., No.1, 
contains a long editorial giving the political views, aims 
and objects. 'fhe following paragraph lllight be looked 011 
in the present day as sOlnewhat flowery: "Literature and 
1 igh t reading shall also find a corner in the pages of The 
JI ail
 that, 'while we furnish food for the mind in its more 
solid and sober moments, those hours of relaxation neces- 

ary to our existence may be 'Soothed by the moral essay 
or enlivened by the sparkling repartee. L
lld in wander- 
ing through the bowers of literature 'we shall always strive 
to cull for our fair readers a bouquet of the gayest and 
fairest flowers-an aUlulet of beauty and novelty, deli- 
cate ana chaste but by no Ineans a rival to their o,vn 
charms." The}';f ail, when edited by 
Ir. Davidson, assisterl 
by his son, J as. A. Davidson, was nlarked by wit, vivacity, 
originality, literary ability, and a soupçon, sometimes, of 
recklessness. A verse from the lines quoted before give a 
picture of the editor, probably written by his son: 
"Next comes the worthy of The Mail, 
Who does his duty without fail; 
A modest and a careless air 
Conceals a power which rries beware." 


As might be èxpecteù when edited by 
Ir. Kirby, place 
ið given to historical articles, particularly relating to 
United En1pire Loyalists. The literary selections were 
marked by good taste, but the political utterance'S we
 
bitter. A noted article appeared in 1849, signed "Britan- 
nicus," whiüh was sprpad a hroail by request. Considerabh' 
diseussion ensued as to the authorship, which is referred 
to in "Sixty Years in Canada," by \VeiT, and its ability 
3skuO'wiedged as well a
 it,:; vituperative power. It wa
 
'vritten by 
Ir. Kirby, then a young man, in the excite- 
ment caused by the Rebellion Losses Bill. 'Vhen 1\1r. Kirby 
became Customs Collector, the paper was edited for a 
time by S. C. Smith. 
20. The Founta'in
. l\IaTch 12th, 1847; Vol. I., No.2; 
price, one dollar; a fortnightly temperanre paper by J as. 
A.. Davidson and F. 
I. Whitelaw; motto, " Aqua est vitalis 
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alcohol perniciosunl." L\.:; we have only one cupy we know 
not how long it "ras published. 
21. The )."T ews .; Novelllber, 1870; by .To:;. 'r. Kerby: 
lHOttO. ,. "r e observe, w.e think, ,ve reason. r:rhe noblest 
lllotive is the public good"; price, one donar. 'l1his was a 
Rmall sheet and very 
hort-liYed. It is interesting as con- 
taining' part of the journal of Colonel Clark, giving valu- 
able glinlp
e
 into the early years of the century. 
22. The Echo; }\Iay 17th, 188-1; by "Til1ialH l\[ac-Dougal 
X e\\ion; B10ttO, "'Y e will sell to llO nlan; we will not 
dfllay to any man justice or right. (::\Iagna Charta.) 
Free h() our aiIn, ind(Jpclld(JIlt our right and the sword that 
we brandish our own." This was publi
hecl by a ('lcycr 
young gentleman, but it:-; exi
tence was short. 
Some of these Rhort-lived papers 
cenl to nlake up for 
their brief livc
 by the length of thc nlotto froln JUlliu
, 

Iagna Charta or Blackstone; or, rather, they 1\ r ere so 
,veif!hted down by these ponderoub utterances that they 
sank overwhelmed. 
23. Th e Times
' August, 1894 to pre.
ent tiIne; price. 
one dollar; Pickwell Bro
., far first :rf\ar
. then Rev. J, S. 
Clarke, 
Irs. Clark(1, .J a
. 
kelton and l
. )[osher. For 

ome yøars there waR no paper pu hlishea in Niagara. The 
y oung
to\\rn N e1VS
 containing- a Xiagara ('olunln, in part 
supplied this ,vant. It was called The Niagara rount.1l 
N eUJs
 and lasted fron1 1880 to 1890. 
The newspapers of 1830-1850 frequently han original 
verses signcd by initials, thu
, "Lines on the Dpath of 
.Julia 11. Geale," by "'Y. 1\1. R." Lines signed" Egnlet," 
Cross Roads, 1835, in Th(' Reporf('r
 ul
ntion "l\[y )[ary." 
Stanza
 I"igned " O. S. B.," evidently a rejected lo\cr, speak 
of his successful rival: 


"And never, never must 'n'e meet, 
Howe'er our thoughts rebel; 
We have the bitter, had the sweet; 
Farewell, farewell, farewell." 


There are also linps by "H. C." on the death by fire of 
A, mother and thr
e rhild'ren. . 
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Besides these papers there 'were several published In 
early years in the vicinity: 
The St. DalJids Spectator) 1816, by Richard Cockerell; 
price, four dollars a year. 
The Upper Canada PhoenÜ.) 1818, also by Richard 
Cockerell, at Dundas, U.C. The editor ,vould be the 
Niagara teacher spoken of in such high terms. 
The Farmer's Journa7 and 1Velland Canal Intelligencer, 

t. Catharines, 1826. 
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lNDRE1V'S CIIURC11. 


ALTHOUGH ill thi
 eOlnparatiyely new luna we haye no 
romantic ruins where "each 
hafted oriel glitter
 \dlite," 
no fanes where "through the long drawn aisle and fretted 
vault the pealing anthem swells the note of prai
e," it i
 
fitting that we should strive to preserve what \ve can of our 
early churches, primitive as they might be. In all age:-i 
man has been a 'worshipping being, in buildings 3$ different 
as the Tenlple at J erusalenl, St. Peter's at HOlne, ßlelro:,c 
,Abbey, or the 
Iosque of St. Sophia at Constantinople. or 
as when "the groves we're God's first ten1ples." 'Vhih\ 
this church cannot boast of romantic 
11rroundings, still 
the history of St. ,Andrew's, with its '
olid, uncomprolni
- 
jng structure, with its solemn row of dark pines, will be 
found interesting, its record touching many points in the 
history of our eountry, showing the 
terling nature of its 
people, telling of bright days and dark days; of prosperity 
and adversity; of lightning stroke and tornado as well a:l 
of "conflagration pale;" of patient and strenuous efforts by 
rlppeal to Govrrnor and Queen froln thib almost the first 
Presbyterian church in Upper Cnnada, as prp\"ions to 
t his the church at "ïlliamFtown undcr Rev. 
T ohn Bethune. 
\\as built in 178'(. and::l Presbyterian church was built at 
StaDÛord in 1 '{al. It i
 believed that the fir
t church 
huilt in Ontario \nl
 Ow ){ohRwk Church, near Brantford, 
in 1786. 
'fhe old record h()ok of which Wf\ are so proud is dated 
Heptenlber 23rd. 1 
 !J4, hut in the .l\rchiveö of Canada for 
1891. is a letter dated Newark, 1792, from lion Richanl 
C8rtwri
ht, the grandfathpf of of Sir Richard Cartwright, 
referring to the state of the ,Church of England, in Canad3. 
which goes on to say, "The Scots Presbyterians, who are 
pretty nUDlerous here, and to which sect the most respect- 
able of the inhabitants belong, have built a meeting-house 
nnd raiFed a subscription for a mini
ter of their own, who 
is shortly expected among them." 
80 
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The agreenlent heb\Tecn the congregation and the Rev. 
John Dun, the first Ininister, reads thus: 
"Know all ll1ell by these presents that we, the under- 
signed subscribers, are held and firmly hound, our heirs, 
etc., in the SUll1 of three hundred pounds of New York cur.. 
rency, with house room for three years. The condition of 
the above obligation is such that the undersigned do jointly 
and severally obligate thell1selves to pay to the Rev. John 
Dun the above SUll1, his salary as a Presbyterian clergYll1an, 
he obligating hill1self to officiate as such to the Presbyterian 
eongregation of Newark, cOllunencing on the 13th June, 
1794. . 


" (Signed) JOHN YOUNG. 
"BALFE CLE:NC H. 


"'Vitness, SAl\fUEL SHEPHERD. 
"Wl\L DUNBAR." 


It is evident fronl this that the congregation was in 
existence before the date of this agreell1ent. The earliest 
date in the old record book is the copy of the agreell1ent, 
Septell1ber 23rd, 1794: "\V e, the undersigned, do severally 
proll1Íse to pay the SUll1S opposite our names for the pur- 
pose of buiJding a Presbyterian church in the town of 
Newark," there being eighty names affixed with SUIllS 
varying froll1 eight shillings to ;ß10, while the amounts 
pron1Ïsed for the support of the clergyll1an are about the 
same per year. The .whole 3lnount subscribed was ;ß215. 
John Y oun
, ,A.ndrew Heron and A. Gardiner gave ;ßI0 
each, and Sall1uel Street f:8. ....\. deed was granted for four 
acres, being lots 157, 158, 183, 184, for a Presbyterian 
rhuT('h and schoolhouse, the statell1ent being ll1ade that 
thif: land ('annot be purchased, donated, or otherwise dis- 
po
ed of on any pretext 'whatever without the permission 
of the Executive Oounell. 'Ve find fronl The Gleaner of 
] 831 that the present ('h111'('h 'vas erected on the site of 
the church of 179-1. The old leather-covered book with 
thick yello,v paper has this record for Septenlber 30th, 
1794: "A nUlnber of people lllet this day at Hind's hotel 
anù resolved that 'as religion is the foundation of all 
societies, and which cannot be so strictly adhered to with- 
out having a place dedicated solely to Divine purposes, 
that a Presbyterian church should be erected in the town 
7 
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of Newark, and that 
uh
eriptioIlR for that purpose be 
iInnlediately set on foot a
 wen for the support of a c1crgy- 
Ulan 'Of the Sal11fl persuasion.'" ':rhe conunittee ('onsisted 
of John Young-, Four 31ile Creek, chairnlan; Ralfe Clench, 
Andre,v Heron, Robt. Kerr, ,11exanc1er Gardiner, \Vill ian1 

fc'Le]lan and ...\lexander He1nphill. Here follows the bill 
of the ]unlber. The size of the titnber:s would a
toni
h 
our 111ol1ern builùers (8 b
. ] 2 inches and 6 by 9 inches). 
The 
ize of the building was .10 by 32 feet. \Vl1ile St. 
1vlark's 'was built of solid stone ten years after, these 
church pioneers built of Ies
 enduring 1naterial, and the 

ize of th(\ tin1bers only helped to feed the flame n10re 
fiercely in 1813. It may easily be ðcen that St. 'Mark's 
had an imn1ense advantage with a :-:alary of ;ß200 granted 
h
r the So('iety for the Propagation of the Gospel, while 
f4t. Andrew'f.:. 
trup'
ling under a ]oafl of flebt, 'with 111any 
hreak
 fronl the eonfu
ion and distress caused by the war, 
(;ould only have been kept alive by the strenuous exertion:.; 
of its Inelnber
. \r (' fi IHl nlany of the 
alne nalne
 on the 
rc('orcl:-; of both dUlr('IH':-'. SOlne werc baptizeil in .st. 
11 ark's in the breaks in thc hi
tory of 8t. Andrew's. 1Ian)' 
or the resident
 had pc\\":-\ in both churches. 
rrhe seats anù pew
 were put in in 17B.J, a sexton 
C'lnployed in 1796, an(l vews let for !:3 and ;ßj each, one 
for tl0, anlollg the na]tlC
 of huyer
 heing rolonel But- 
ler, Peter Ball, Daniel Servos and A.ndrew Heron. The 
twenty-one 
eats let anlounted to El.')O. )[r. Dun, at the 
(ìnd of threfl years. rngaged in trade; but ,ve find his nanl(' 
a:-: a pew-holder. \Y r ]earl1 that he 'was drowned in 1803 
h.v the lo

 of the harque Lad!} lrash l
llgtOJl
 
ailing frOIH 
O
"-ego to Niagara. 
Thc Hev. .Tohn Y oung 
alne fron} 
Iontreal in 180
 as 
n1ini
ter. and al
o taught a 
rhool of thirteen scholar
- 
J
atin, Greek and nlathen1atic:s. ...\n intere;;ting- cirC'uIH- 

tanre ha
 lately been gleaned in which his name occur
, 

howing that in 
pite of denominational differen('es, uct
 
of kinclnes
 anù ('ourte
y hacl becn cxtenùec1 hy l)rotef<:tant::; 
and Catholics [dike. "Thile )lr. Y'Oung ,vas mini..;ter in 

Iontrea], in 1791, the sacranlent of the Lord's Supper 
wns aùnlini
tereil by hll11 to his congregation in the Récol- 
let Ronlan CatholiC' Church, the use of which had been 
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kindly allo,..,-ed while their own ,vas being built. Thp 
Récollet Fathers politely refuf'ed any compensation, but 
. accepted a present of two hogsheads of Spanish ,vine anrl 
a box of candles, and, the lnanu
cript quaintly says, "were 
quite thankful for the sanle." In] 802 the thanks of the 
meeting were given to 
Ir. J ohn 
icFar1and for a bell 
which he has been pleased to present to the church. In 
the accounts are lists of payments for gla
l:5, putty, 6toves, 
stovepipel:5, runl for glazier
, runl for raising (two gal- 
Ions), interesting a:s showing the priees thell; rope for 
bell,-"rope wetted," whatever that may mean I leave for 
other heads; covering Hnd foundation for steeple, so that 
we see the first church had a spire as well as the present: 
char
e for ringing the bell-an this in a peculiar large 
hand almost filling the line, and -although 80 large exceed- 
in
dy difficult to read. 
A few baptisms are recorded in the book fron1 1795- 
1802, ,and again 1809 and 1814. the latter a' year after thp 
hurning of the church. Rev. 1fT. 11:ars, a visiting clergy- 
luan, in 1801, baptized several. 
Here are notices ,'d1Ïch show 80lue friction: "Re::;olveò, 
that this church is under the direction ana control of the 
nlajority of the trustee
 and not subject to the direction 
of the clergYluan. Resolyed, that the pulpit, being part of 
the church, i
 subject to the luajority of the trustees." 
}fr. Heron was the treasurer, and seenlS to have 
advanced Ulone.'? when required, and in 1804 presented an 
arcount of f:176 R
. 3d., w'hirh was inspectefl and approved. 
Of this arcount we RhalJ sef' nlore as the years roll on. 
In 1805 the Rev. ,-Tohn Burns ranle and preached alter- 
nately here and at Stamford. 'Ye :find hif' nalue at inter- 
vals tiJl 1817. He canlC fronl N e\\r York State and 
belonged to the SecesBion Church of 
cotland. He "Tas 
a1so the first teacher of the grauln1ar 
('ho01 f.ounded in 
] 808. The Lundy"s La1lc IIi,
toriral Society has published 
a SernlOI1 prearhed by hin1 in Staluford Church, ,January. 
lR14, the text being Pro\? 2-1::21, and he quotes the words 
'Of Nehemiah to the Israelites, which were equally appro- 
priate to Canadians in the preRence of an -arll1ed and 
numerous enenlY. "Be not ye afraid of them: remember 
the Lorò, which is great and terrible, and fight for your 
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hrethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and 
your hOURC
." ,A.nd they did remember ,vhen, a few 
Inonths after, on that sultry day of July, the farmers left 
their wheat-fields to fight till midnight, hand to hand, 
"or the possession of the hill close to the old church-the 
JllOst closely contested and most sanguinary of any battle 
of that ,val'; and for thcir bravery on that field four British 
rpgiments-the l\:ing'
 8th, the Royal Scots, the 41::;t H1HI 
the 89th, hear th0 "TOra "Niagara" on thf\ir colors. 
During the WRr )Ir IIeron, the sl1cretary and trea
urer, 
and several other nlclllbers of the ('hurC'h, ,vere sent pris- 
oners to Greenhl1:-:h 
ft{\r the capturc of Niagara, :ßlay 
27th, 1813, and in Septelnber, w'c find the church ,va:-: 

et on fire by the enemy SOllIe Ul0n ths before the town was 
hnrned. Diffurent efforts 'were 1naòe to obtain a n1Ïnister 
of the Established Church of 'Scotlanò in 1806, and the 
(lxpenses of the Rev. ,T as. 1\[cT.Jcan. of S('otland, were paid. 
TIe preached during .June, ,-Tuly anò .August, the church to 
hp open to the TIe'". .T ohn Burn
 when it did not interfere 
,dth any other eng-agen1cnt of .the trustee
. 
lTroln 1812 to 181ô there arC1 no recorù
. No doubt 
the ,,"ar scattered the people and hroke up the (.ong-rega- 
tion. Tn 1818 W
 rea(1 of a meeting in the 
choolhou
e. 
now the sexton's hou
e. and of a eollcction Inade to re-pair 
the ,vindo"TH aTI(l the huiJding. lIere 
ervices were held 
till 1831. In 1 R1
) there wa
 a vetition to th(\ Earl of Dal- 
hous-ie for nl011CY to build a church to rcplace that 
<1c:5tro.ve<l in ('o'n:-:eqlWll('P of heing o(>cupied by IJis 
)Iaje
ty's army during thp late "Tar. rehis rCluinds u:-, 
that 
olnewhere it wa
 
tated that ('oTIlpensatioll wa
 
rrfnsed becau
e "the spire of the church wa
 u
ed for 
taking ob
crYatioJl
 of the enenl
T." Tn 1820 thcre is a 
lrtter a
king for the 
crvicc.;:: of tll(! Hey. Thoma
 Creen. 
,\"ho had pJ'(\<lch0d for thelTI a few weeks and ".ith who})} 
they \rere plea
ed. In 1821, at a 11lceting in the 
choo]- 
house, they resolved to put thcn1:-,elye
 und('r thp Presby- 
irrv, and 
ix ehlcrs wer0 eho:-:en-Andrew Heroll, '\T. D. 
)fil1er. ,-Tohn Crooks. John "\Y"ag:.;taff, .John Grier and John 
1funro. 
For several years ,,"e have no record of any settled minis- 
1 (\f, hut to St. Anilrew'
 Church belongs the honor of hav- 
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ing had the first Sunday School in the town. The super- 
intendent was 
ir. John Crooks, and lately there was found 
in a crevice 'Of the ,vall of Lake Lodge, the fornler resi- 
dence of Rev. R. Addison, the names of the first class. 
Children of different denominations belonged, as also the 
teachers, for Rev. Thomas Creen, who afterwards becanle 
rector of St. 
Iark's, taught. l\fr. Crooks often conducted 
,Divine worlShip at 2.30 directly after Sunday school. 
Among the teachers were Mrs. and Dr. Miller, Miss 
Young, Mr. Heron and his daughters. A curious reminis- 
cence was given 'of another superintendent, Dr. l\Iiller, 
who had the children conuuit to menlory a sort of acrostic 
of the na\mes of Christ, a text for 'each letter of the alphabet, 
and his daughter, }irs. COIner, an old lady of eighty-four 
years, recited this to me in her sweet quavering voice. 
..LL\t the n1eeting of the church people in 1819, presiderl 
over by Rev. Charles JanIe:;:: Cook, several resolutions "Tere 
passed: "The committee, notwithstanding the magnitude 
of their own personal and individuall'Osses, sincerely regret 
that they have S'Ü long neglected the first and greatest 
and most important of al] duties, the raising again the 
house and dwelling-place 'Of their God, fully assured that 
they can expect but little prosperity or happiness in their 
own while the habitation of heaven remains trodden under 
feet." "That the meeting feels it to be their duty to 
exert their utm'Üst ability in supplying llloney to erect 
again the temple of holiness and tn build a house again 
:for Him who in ages past was the Lord God of Israel, but 
whom now, with n1ingled enlotiol1s of gratitude and 
delight, they are enabled to name the Lord God of Niagara, 
the Lord God of the Canadas, the Lord God of the Chris- 
tian World." The last two lines are printed in capital 
letters. "\Vhile the sentiment expressed is proper, a less 
magniloquent style and less tautology lnight improve the 
resolutions. A building comn1Ïttee was formed for. the 
imnlediate erection of a church, but probably fronl delay 
in obtaining compensation ten years elapsed ere this was 
done, f:400 being finally granted in ] 824, but paid in 
instalmenbs at long intervals. The account of f:176 was 
presented, with interest for twenty years, making the 
amount f:317-nearly the whole sum allowed. This seems 
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not to have been settled till 1833, when, in the slllall, 
dear writing of ,Yo D. Miller, interest is allo\\ ed for nine 
years four and two-thirds nlonths, till the church was 
hurned, the cOll1missioners not allowing interest after that. 
The Rev. Tholuas Fraser caIne in 1827 for two years, 
and in 1829 a call was sent to the Presbytery of Gla
gow, 
to the Rev. Robert )lcGill, who camr in Octoher in the 
stramboat Canada fronl ](ingston, acconlpanird by the 
Rey. John 
1:achar. 

Iany of the doeuments copied in the record book may 
he said to be a part of the history of 'Canada, as letters 
hearing 'On the yexed question of the Clergy Heservcs, the 
status 'Of Presbyterian ministers, the share of lnoney allotted 
to ministers of the Church of Scotland, petitions to the 
Queen and to the Goven1or-General, all showing the deter- 
mination of this people to have their rights, not by violencr, 
but by strictly 
onstituti()nal ll1eans. A curt letter of 
Dr. )IcGill to the Quarter SesRions with regarcl to th(' 
right to perform the n1arriage ceremony 
hows the feeling 
of a dignified minister of the Established Church of Scot- 
land at finding permission to be necessary: "Sir,-I under- 
stand it to be Tequired hy a law of the Province that n 
]ninister in connection "rith the Established Church of 

kotland must yet 
ubn1Ît to requ('
t of the Grneral Quar- 
ter Sessions authority to celebrate marriage, even among 
members of his own congregation. Although I regard thi,.. 
law as an infringement of those rights secured to the 
Established Church of Scotland by .Acts of the Imperial 
Parliament of Great Britain, it seems expedient that I 
should conforn1 to it until that church to '\Thich I belong 
shall procure its abrogation a
 an iJIegal violation of its 
rights. I Tequest, therefore, that you will give noticc to all 
concerned that I intend," etc. X ext comes the petition to 
Rir .J ohn Colborne, complaining of their rights being in- 
fringed by the estahlif-:hment of a rectory, which is " incom- 
patible with priviJeges granted hy the ,A('t of lTnioll 
het,veen England and Scotland, privileges bplonging in- 
aJienably in a British colony to subjects of Scotland as well 
as of England." To this petition one hundred and twenty- 
eight names are signed. 
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In 1830 subsl:riptions 'were started for a new church, the 
congregation having 'worshipped for seventeen years in the 
schoolhouse; one 'Old resident says part of the time the 
services were held in old Navy Hall. 'rhe whole sum sub- 
scribed ,vas 
760; the church 'was to seat six hundred. 
..:\mong the names of those giving fronl ;B10 to 
50, are 
Robert Dickson, ,Yo H. Dickson, Lewis Clement, Andrew 
IIeron, Tholl1as Creen, Edward C. Campbell, Robert Hanl- 
ilton, Daniel 1\fcDüugall, Robert :Ñlelville, James Crooks, 
,J ohn Claus, John Rogers and John 'Vagstaff. The nall1e 
St. Andrew's seems to appear now for the first time, and 
to this period belong the communion tokens bearing this 
inscription, "St. Andrew's Church, 1831; R. 
IcGill, U.C.," 
which are no,v in delnand by numisnIatists. In 1831 .was 
also taken the subscription for sacranIcntal silver vessels, 
which cost ;B20. The salary of the clergyman 'vas to be 
,-E175 with the Governluent allowanee and the promise of a 
nlanse. An acre of land ,vas obtained fronl the Government 
in 1831 for this. Next in the old record-book is the plan 
of the church, the incorporation anil items on the sale of 

ea ts. 
From an old Gleaner lately found we have a description 
of laying the foundation-stone of the church: "On 1\iay 
;:n
t, 1831, the foundatioll-
tone of the PreBbyterian church 
was laid on the saIne spot on 'which the former church 
:-\tood, .which the Amerieans burnt during the war. A large 
assemblage, including the 79th Highlanders, was present, at 
four o'clock, and national nlusic was played. A sealed 
bottle containing 'a scroll of parchlnent written as follows: 
"rhe foundation-stone of St. Andrew's Church (at Nia- 
gara, in the District of Niagara, the Province of Upper 
Uanada), in COll1111union ,vith the Established Church of 
Scotland, was laid 31st day of ::\Iay in the year of our Lord 
J 
31, in the first year of the reign of His }Iajesty King 
\\rillianl 4th of United I\:ingdonl of Great Britain and 
1 reI and, etc., Sir J'ohn Colborne, Lieut.-Governor of thp 
Province.' Signed by thp 11linister, elders, trustees or 
land in trust for the congregation, Inenlbers of the congrp- 
gation, contractofR for the building of the church, also the 
officers commanding and the sergeants of detachment of 
7
Jth Highlanders or Call1eronian Jlighlanders. Various 
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foreign coins, British copper, silver, gold, coinage of George 
3rd and George 4th, Gleaner newspaper, a Scotch news- 
paper (.Ayr Advertiser)." 
rrhe dedicatory prayer of the Rev. R. :\IcGill is given in 
full: ",A.ln1ighty and Eternal Creator of heaven and earth, 
be pleased to pro::,per by Thy gracious providence this under- 
taking, and enable us happily to cOlnplete what we haye 
piously begun. Preserve this building fr0111 fire, flood, 
storlns, and all accidents, that it nlay be a sanctuary to Thy 
sincere worshippers to renlote tÜnes. 
Iay those by whose 
Christian liberality it is erected long enjoy within its ,valls 
the blessings of a pure gospel faithfully administered, and 
bequeath it to their posterity, an eyidence of their own true 
piety and of their concern for the real and inlnlortal "rel- 
fare of their children and thcir country. ...\nd may a seed 
arise up to serve and praise Thee ,,,hen 'we are joined to 
our Father in the tenlple above. Now unto the I
ing 
Eternal, Imnlortal and Inyisible, the only true God, the 
Supreme Architect and Ruler of heaven 'and earth, be 
honor and glory forever, AnIen." 
The following address wa
 made by the pastor: "Ladies 
and gentlemen,-'Ve shall regard this as a melnorable and 
auspicious day from which we date the erection of a church 
which shall, I trust, not only be 'a blessing to ourselves, but 
to those "rho shall come after us. .. For myself, 
ladies and gentlemen, may I be permitted to say that, llluch 
as we are interested in the present "rork, we are nlore deeply 
concerned in the great design of which this building is only 
one of the external means of promoting-the leading men 
to the chief Corner-stone laid in Zion, elect and precious, 
upon v,"hich all true Christians are built, a spiritual house, 
an holy priesthood, to offer IIp spiritual sacrifices accept- 
able to God by Christ Jesus. 
'Iay it be our task 
and our pleasure to complete what w'e have now begun. 
And when tinle, at some period far renlote, shall have 
crumbled the structure we are about to erect, and when 
other hands shall raise from this stone thr memorials of 
our day which we have now deposited in it, I trust it will 
only be to erect a nlore magnificcnt and durable structure 
to be the house of prayer to a numerous population more 
distinguished for wisdom and zeal and piety than we are, 
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who shall then be sleeping in the dust-perhaps unknown, 
but assuredly not unrewarded." 
In the pastorate of Doctor 1\IcGill occurred the Disrup- 
tion in Scotland, 'when, out of syn1pathy 'with their brethren 
there, although there ,vas no sin1Ïlar reason in Canada, 
many left the Established Church and formed what was 
called the Free Church. In the old record-book there is no 
reference to the loss sustained in St. Andrew's, but in the 
session book are the nanles of several families whose names 
are dropped from the roll. 
In 1838 ,ve have a gliInpse of the Rebellion, as the 
annual meeting was unavoidably deferred " on account of 
the disturbed state of the country from the late insurrec- 
tionary lllovement and piratical invasion from the frontiers 
of the United States, the members being engaged in mili- 
tary duty." In the s'anle year conles the appointment of 
John Rogers as treasurer, which position he honorably held 
till his death in 1883, forty-six years. It is worthy of 
notice that St. Andrew's has had the benefit of three faith- 
ful and efficient officers, whose term of office; if taken 
continuously, reaches one hundred and twenty years, viz., 
Andrew Heron, thirty-two years; 'V. D. 1\1:iller, forty-two 
years, and John Rogers, forty-six years; in later times 
George Da,vson was elder for forty-three years; Robert 
Ball, forty-three years as elder and Sunday School superin- 
tendent (this last at Virgil), and James McFarland, forty- 
four years, making another period of one hundred and 
thirty years, or six office-holders with a period of two hun- 
dred and fifty years. It may be questioned if any other 
church can produce such a record. It may also be men- 
tioned that a present teacher in the Sunday School has held 
the position for over forty years. 
A petition to the Queen in 1842 fronl St. Andrew's conl- 
plains that the Presbyterians had not obtained their share 
in the settlement of the Clergy Reserves in 1840, by the 
mistakes in the census of 1839. There were then in the 
congregation one hundred and forty-two fan1Ïlies; the num- 
ber is given i,n each family, making six hundred and twenty- 
eight altogether. This was in the pahny days of Niagara, 
when the church was :filled above and below during ship- 
building, and when British troops were stationed here, and 
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Xiagara was the county to\vn for three counties. Only one 
pew and two half pews were not taken. To this period 
helongs the forlnation of the library of St. ándrew's 
Church, 1833. A catalogue shows that there were one 
thouF:and hook
. 
Belonging to the days of Doctor 1\1:cGill is a sernlon, 
,. The Love of Country," preached at the time of the Rebel- 
1 ion, and printed in panlphlet fornl; also a book of deyo- 
tion, printed for the use of his people; and later a book of 
:-,ermons, printed in 
Iontreal; the hvo first lnentioned 
were printed in Niagara. The stately periods and classical 
langu'age form a contrast to lnany present-day sermon:-;. 
A few still living remember the stately, conlmanding pre:-,- 
ence, the rich, full voice, the dignified hearing, of thi
 
distingui
hed divine. A 11lagazine, The Christian Exam,- 
iner
 was published here for many years, of which he was 
the editor. Doctor 1\IcGill renloved to 
Iontreal in 1845. 
It is singular that whi1e ::\Iontreal gave a I11inister to 
Xiagara in 1802-R0". .John Young-that the chief city 
of Canada should be indebted to Niagara for an able 
preacher gracing the pulpit of St. Paul's for lnany years. 
In this period a legacy of Æì 50 was left by John Young 
"for the perpetual 11laintenance of divine ordinances in 
this church," and 'with this sum the present manse, built 
by Doctor 1\IcGill, was bought from hinl by the congrega- 
tion. The handsome pulpit was also the gift of :Mr. Young. 
In the \ cstibule is 'a lnural tablet, " Sacred to the memory 
of J ohn Young, Esq., long a merchant of Xiagara. Return- 
ing home in pain and infirn1ity, he ,va:-; drowncd in Lakp 
Ontario, where his body rests awaiting the hour when the' 
sea shall giye up its dead. In his last illne

, concerned for 
the welfare of cOIning generations, he ordained a bequest 
for the perpetual maintenanc>e of divine ordinances in this 
ehurch. He met death .J uly 29th, 1840, aged 73. ' Pray 
for the peace of Jerusalem.' 'Because of the housr of the 
Lord our God I will scek thy good.'" 
rfhe Rev. John Cruikshank was inducted October, 1845, 
but going on a visit to Scotland for his health he accepted 
a charge in 13anff
hire. Before con1Ïng to Niagara he had 
been tutor to Sir Oliver Mowat, ,vho visited him in Scot- 
land, where he was still preaching at the age of eighty-four. 
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A call \\o:as given to neve .J. B. Mowat, }LA., in 1849. 
Of him it may be said that he loved his people and his 
people loved and revered their pastor. To his faithful 
preaching nlany date the first prompting:;; to the higher 
life. Besides his own congregation, he preached, at one 
tin1e, to the colored people, and at another he drove to 
Queenston to preach in the old church. 
In 1852 was purchased a bell. Having enjoyed the use 
of one for nine years, 1804 to 1813, they ,vere ,vithout one 
for forty years, and now, after sixty years, the same deep, 
full, rich note is calling-calling to the hoU'se of prayer. 
In 1854 a glebe was purcha=,e<l "\vith f:] 50 offered by the 
Clergy Reserve .con1nlissioners; the people afterwards raised 
!50 to conlplete the purchase. In this period the church 
twice sustained serious injury by lightning-stroke and 
tornado, necessitating large sums to be raised for repairs. 
It is one of the strange coincidences of life that the 
daughter of the l11anse, ßiis'H :ThicGill, born there, should 
return as the pastor's \vife, and that there her life should 
dose after one short year of married life. Her husband, 
the late Rev. J. B. :Thiowat, accepted the position of Profes- 
sor of Oriental Languages in Queen's University, ,vhich he 
held for over forty years. 
The Rev. Charles Campbell, la graduate of Glasgow and 
Edinburgh, canle in 185ft During the twenty years' pas- 
torate of this divine, who preached such scholarly sermons, 
and whose kind heart constantly prompted hinl to help the 
poor and those in trouble, occurred the union of the two 
great Presbyterian bodies in 1875. 
ir. Campbell said, 
"This is not a question for us to settle no\v; to all intent
 
and purposes it is 'a union long since consumn1ated, for 
\ve have been united and need no ordinance of union." 
Like hiR predecessors, )ir . Campbell took a deep interest in 
education, and was for lllauy years chaiTll1an of the public 
school a
 well as the high school board. In this pastorate 
occurs the introduction of an organ as a help in the musical 
services. Anlong the faithful elders were .J anles Lockhart, 
.John McFarland, Andrew 
Iartin, Robert Dawson and 
Thomas P. Blain. In the minutes in stately periods the 
decease of Mr. 'V. D. 1Iiller is recorded thus: "Who for 
the long period of half a century had been a most valuable 
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member, taking on all occasions a deep interest and acting 
a faithful part in the telnporal and spiritual affairs of the 
church, being one of that little company of excellent Chris- 
tian IHen (himself the last survivor) that during a length- 
ened probation of trial and suffering, arising chiefly from 
the want of regular miniRterial service
, managed and kept 
together the Presbyterian congregation of Kiagara when 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hunòred and 
twenty-nine their laudable efforts were at last rewarded by 
the Church of Scotland's ordaining and inducting a Ininis- 
ter to the pastorate; the deceased the following year on the 
completion of the ecclesiastical organization of the congre- 
gation to church ordinances ,vas ordained to the eldership, 
which office he ,vorthily anò actively filled to the day he 
rested from his labors." 
When the Re"-. Charles Camphell resigned and removed 
to Toronto, the Rev. '''me Cleland was called by the con- 
gregation. He had received a sound education in Belfasi 
College, 'and "Tote a history of Pre
byteriani8m in Ireland. 
111 connection wi th the purchase of the organ in 
this incumbency, it may be nlentioned that frequent 
references are nlade to the psalmody, preçentor and choir; 
sometimes a salary is given anò -again thanks recorded to 
those who gave their help gratuitously in conducting the 
singing. Thus at one time 1fr. Doig' ,vas prerentor, with 
salary, then thanks are given to 
{r. IIarkIleR'
 for instruct- 
ing the choir. Two sacred concerts in the church were 
conducted by 
fr. Ilarkness, an enthusiast in mu
iC'. Again 
thanks are given to 
Ir. ,-Toseph Barr. l\Ir. James Oar- 
nochan, )fr. Sn1Ïther and 
fr. 'rillialn P. Blain, each of 
them having led the singing of the f'ongregation. 
The Rev. J. 'V. Bell, 'LA., a graduate of I(nox College, 
be('ame in 1884 the next pa
tor, .whose pure go
ppl ser- 
nlüns are not forgotten. In thi
 pa:-:torate wa
 fOfll1Nl the 
Ladies' Aid Society; also, by the zeal of 
Irs. Ben, the 
AuxiJiary of th0 'Voman's Foreign 
Ii

ionary Rociety; and 
the Young People's Christian Union, formed by 
Iis
 
Blake and kept alive hy her untiring 7.ca1. 
tin existF; anfl 
has done nluch good work, C'ondurted now hy 
fis
 G. 
Blake. The lamented dpnth of 11 T. John l{ogers, for 
almost fifty years the secreta.ry and treasurer of the church, 
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occurred just previously. For three-quarters of a century 
attending St. Andrew's, sitting first in the old church as 
a boy, then in the old meeting-house, and then for fifty 
years ill the same pew, his gentle, anlÏ-able spirit, serene 
face and dignity of manner are still renlenlbered. Another 
loss was sustained in the death of 
Ir. R. N. Ball, long 
an elder in the Canada Presbyterian Church, and after- 
,yards in St. Andrew's. lIe did noble work as Sabbath 
school teacher and superintendent at Virgil for forty . 
years. 
}lr. Bell was succeeded in 1889 by Hev. N. Smith, during 
whose inculnbency the church was thoroughly renovated. 
In this connection the name of 
Irs. Milloy deserves special 
TIlention. In this pastorate the congregation and the Sun- 
day school increased in numbers. The name of l\Ir. F. B. 
Curtis should be renlembered ,as Sunday school superin- 
tendent. l\Ir. Smith remained pastor for over fourteen 
'years, and a yery inlportant event occurred, viz., the cele- 
bration of the centenary of the congregation. At the 
annual nleeting, 1894, this was decided on. The first 
C'onunittee consisted of l\Ir. James :\IcFarland, 
Ir. John 
Carnochan, and 
Iiss Carnochan as secretary, and added 
to the nUlllber l\l(es
rs. Canlpbell, Niven, l\Iclntyre, Acton 
find Seymour. The celebration was on the 18th, 19th and 
2'Oth of August, and as a Toronto newspaper stated, was 
really a national event. T llyitations had been sent abroad 
to 'all fornler nWlnbers who
e a(lclres:3es could be found, 
and these came fronl far ana near. The attendance "
a
 
la.rge, the progrannne 1\'a8 carried out alnlost to the letter
 
the weather was propitiou8---everything united for the suc- 
cess of the celebration. The old church, looking quaint and 
old-fashioned \vith its DoriC' pillars, graceful steeple, lofty, 
hanc1sol1Ie pulpit, and 
quare falnily p
WR, was beautiful1y 
ilecoratecl with flowers. Arnong tho

 present were Sir 
Oliver jlowat, with his brother, the Hey. tT. R. l\-Iowat: 
TIon. Bcverley Hobinson, TIC\'. Charles Canlphell, neve J. \Y. 
Bell, Rev. ,Yo Gregg, D.D., Rev. J. Young, Hev. J. C. Gar- 
rett, Rev. Canoll Arnold, Hev. J. 'V. Ornle, l\fis
 nye and 
ftIiss Creen. Anlong fornler attendants nlay be mentioned 
Ron. tT. G. Currie, St. Catharines; ,A... R. Christie, Toronto; 
)1r::;. Hamilton, daughter of 
[r. fJ ohn Crooks; 
[iss Calnp- 
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hell, grand-daughter of Hev. John Burns; 1\11'8. Colquhoun, 
daughter of a former treasurer, "Tnl. 'Clarke; 
irs. Wilson, 
daughter of the late ,Yo D. 
Iiller; the )Iis
es Cleland and 
Bell, daughter'S of former pastors; and 1\lr. lIerbert l\fowat, 
son of Prof. 1\Io\\
at. It 'was generally regretted that 111'8. 
Urquhart, daughter of Dr. 1IcGill, W'8S unable to be pres- 
ent. The cerenl011Y of unveiling the c01nnlemorative tablet 
,vas performed hy Rev. Prof. 
Iowat, the inscription being: 


" 1794-1894." 
" In grateful cOllilllellloratioll of the one hundredth anni- 
versaryof the organization of this congregation, this tablet 
is erected by the lllembers of St. ,Andrew's Church, Niagara. 
The first building, begun in October, 1794, and erected 
on this spot, ,vas burnt in the 'Yar of 1812-14. The con- 
gregation met in St. Andrew's schoolroom, on the north 
corner of this block, for some years. Tfhe present church 
,vas built in 1831. rrhe ministers have been: Rev. J ohu 
DUll, Rev. John Young. Rev. J ohu BurnR, Rev. rfhoma
 
}1'raser, Rev. Robert l\Ic"G in, D.D., Rev. Charles Campbell, 
Rev. "
illiall} Cleland, Rey. .J. "T. Ben, 1\LA., and the 
pref.:ent pa
tor, Rey. N. Sn1Íth." 
,After this cerenlony all llÌ
tori('al paper, prepared by 
the present writer, 'vas read by Rey. J. "T. Bell, brief 
reminiscent addresses '\
ere given by former pastors, and 
the address of the eyenin:r was gin:}ll hy Sir Oliver l\Iowat. 
It wa
 no surprise that the aùdre
s wat<\ interesting, hut it 
wa
 a surpri
e that the Prelnier ('ould supply so lnaJJ'y 
Jink:-; in the history of the congregation. The pastor, ill 
introd ucing hin1, 
aid 
ir OIi Vel' hail been Premier the 
longest continuou
 ternl of years known in the Briti
h 
Empir
. The PreulÏer. ëlTIlong other renlÍniscenceR, t-1aid: 
" 
[y firf't knowledge of N"iagarn. 
o far as I ean Tl'('o}]ef't. 
I got when a sIna)} boy froB] the Kiag-ara Glcanrr. One 
of the ministers of Niagara was the father of HI}" friend 
and first partner in bu
illes
, 
Ir. Robert E. Burns, horll 
in Niagara, 1805. ....\n early tea('her of Niagara, Dr. John 
'Vhitela"r, I perf.:onally knew ill 111Y hoyhood, a very learned 
Inan. I -attended his lecture
 in chemistry. Dr. 
IcGill 
I heard preach whrn I was ten years old, 'and I rreollect 
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my ooyish admiration for him. Dr. Cruikshank, your 
next minister, ,vas nlY teacher for some tinlc in Kingston, 
in ,vhich granlnlar school girls were also admitted-the 
first graInnlar .school in the country in which co-education 
'vas tried." 
Seated heside Sir Oliver waR the lIon. Beverley Robin- 
son, who had not expected to be present, but explained 
that going to Queenston that morning to see the condition 
of Brock's monument, he had induced his friend Sir Oliver 
to go with hinl, and now, to show his synlpathy, ac-conl- 
panied his friend to the ('hurch. lIe recalled the fact that 
his father, Chief Justice Robin
on, haa fought with Brock 
at the Battle of Queenston Heights. 
The service on Sunday morning was conducted entirely 
by Prof. l\fowat, wearing the gow'n as in days of old; 
ascending the lofty pulpit unused for years, he preached a 
pure gospel serInon, simple and yet profound. 
] n the eyening Dr. Gregg, of Knox College, gave a 
Bketch of Presbyterianisnl in Canada. )Iadalne Granlm, of 
New York, sang a solo,-"Calvary." 
On lIonday afternooll a congregational r<?union ,va
 
held in the open air in Iront of the church, 'and in the 
evening Dr. Laing, of Dunda
, read a paper, followed by 
a delightful relnini
cent address from R,ev. William Ball, 
sparkling with wit and pathos. ,,"
ddre

es .were given by 
re
ident clergy. 
rrhe people of St. A..udrew's felt thankful to Aln1Íghty 
God that they had been pernlitted to hold this conlnlemor- 
ative service and offer their thanksgiying
 for so Inany 
blessings during the coun
e of the century. 
.A.nother celebration WHS held in 1911-the one hundred 
and seventeenth anniversary of the first church and the 
pightieth of the pr('
ent church, during the pa
torate of 
the Rev. A. F. "1\laéGregor. B.
\... a profound and original 
thinker, as well as a student whose eloquent and SOlllC- 
times fiery serlnOnfo\ rOlu
e to 3etion. Rev. D. R. Fleteher, 
of Hamilton, gave the ('hief address. A papcr was read 
by the present writer. in which it was mentioned that the 
Christian Endeavor Society had last year celebrated their 
twenty-fifth anniversary, had purchased a new organ, and 
that by the exertions of the choir of the church, this year 
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a new Esty organ had been placed in the church. I t wa
 
also mentioned that from these walls had gone forth four 
to proclaim the tidings of the cross-Rev. John Barr, 
Rev. David Kiven, Hey. .Alexander Dawson and Rev. 
'Villianl Ball, and one, a former president of the Christian 
Endeavor, 
Iis
 
Iinnie Smith, now l\Irs. Robertson, is at 
the present tinle a InisBionary in China, .and her brother, 
a son of the Inan
e, is now preparing for the ministry. 
Of the thirteen paBtors during the hundred and seyenteen 
years whose nationality is known, seven have belonged to 
Scotland, one to England, one to Ireland, and four to 
our loved Ontario. In the north outside wall of the church 
a small tablet has the words, "The ):Iinisters' Burying- 
Ground." It is renlarkable that in all those years no 
n1Ïnister of the church died here, so that, but for an infant 
of a day, this square is unoccupied. They rest in far dif- 
ferent gravcs-one in the depths of Lake Ontario, one in 
}Iontreal, one in Scotland, one in Kingston, another in 
Toronto, and one of the earliest in Stanlford. The solemn 
pines bounding the graveyard sing a requienl over the 
city of the dead of different lands and colors. 
i"he dosing words of the centennial volume, those of 
George 
iacDona]d, may be quoted: " I delighted to think 
that even by the temple
 madc by hands, outlasting these 
hodies of ours, we werc in a sense united to those who in 
thenl had before us lifted up prayerful hands without 
wrath or doubting. And T thought how l11any .witne
:'::(?s 
to the truth had 
at in these pews. I honored the pla('c, 
I rejoiced in it::; hi
tory. It soothed nle find turned me to 
a holy mood. Therefore, 1 would far rather, \\rhen I Dlay, 
worship in an old church." 



CHAPTER XIV. 
STREETS AND lvIAPS OF THE TOWN. 


THE town was laid out in 1791 by D. W. Smith, Deputy 
Surve
Tor-GeneraJ-laid out with mathematical regularity 
and wide streets, but some wider than others. The first sur- 
vey extended only to King Street, eight hundred yards 
front to the river; but permission w-as given to extend it 
in the direction of Navy Hall. There are several maps, 
one of 1791 showing the property of D. 'V. Smith. The four 
acres now caned the 
Iarket Square, and his fine house 
on it, was offered by him for a fixed price for a grammar 
school, but rejected because it was just in the range of 
guns from Fort Niagara. In 18] 6 the boundaries were 
extended, and in 1822, a lnap was 11lade by Captain Vava- 
r-:our, R.E., taking in the cmnmon to Fort George, the 
additional lots again comnlencing at No.1, and when the 
dock "as surveyed the lots also began at No. 1. Tn the 
letter of John Snlall. l\Iay 11th, ] 795, a list is given of 
lots f,l'fanted in 1794, and a fuller one in 1795. Thf' 
numbers are from 1 to 412. and are the same as those now. 
and agree with a 111ap used by a noted lawyer of the town, 
C. L. Hall, about 1830. There were nine squares of four 
acres reserved, and half an acre for jail and courthouse. At 

Iississauga Point there is a military reserve of 12 chains 
60 links from the river. ðouth 3()o -!f)', ,,-pr-:t from thence 
t,o the river parallel ,vith the first line. 
.Ilfter the town wa
 burnt thprf' wa
 a proposal to Ieav(' 
the old site. There is a letter to General Drummond 
reeommending thif:, and that 
"'ort (i-eorge he abandoned 
and Fort Mississauga be the only fort; hut the inhabi- 
tants would not agree to change the site of the town. In 
the list of 1794, the statement is made in the letter of 
,T. Small that nlany of the lots are forfeited. In that of 1795, 
there are one hundred and fifty names. Of these the only 
l'Ot known to be in possession of a desrendant is lot 35, 
.Tanle
 l\Iuirhead, Atill owned hy 
fr. Richards, Pittsburgh. 
8 9
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The J}
une or 'fIn. 'Iollyneux is giyel1, 111entioned in the 
-town record::; a::; constable. The only IUl111eS known to U
 
now in the 111enlory of the townsp
oplc as owning their 
Jots are D. Cassady, 54, :>7; .T. Fit7.gcrald, C. Field, 5;1, 
where the 
iasons nlet; J. 'Crooks, 63; D. \Y. Sn1Ïth, 104; 
Ralfe Clench, 114; H. ,raters, 325; and George Forsyth. 
I.Jot 32 is left vacant, the site of the first jail. The lots 
157, 158, 183, and 184 are nlarked " Presbyterian Church," 
that built in 17!)-!, and on the ::;alne spot stands St. 

\nàrew's, built in ]831, to replace that burnt in the \Yar 
of 1812. 
'fhe survey of Pa
:-:nlore, in 1R53, wa:-; made to de<,icle 
on the bounr1arÜ.g of thc tOWJl. 1 t quotps 38 Opol'g-e 111.- 
"in 1708, the town aud tow1)
hip of Newark. gen(lral1y 
('aIled 'Vest Niagara. to be called the town and town:-:hip 
of Xiagara." Then 5fi Georg-
 TIT., of 1R16, is quoted, 
which extends the lin1Îts of the town to Crook;;.;toll and 
)f cIÆllan 's, and \Yn1. Dicks:on \
. thus taking in the mili- 
tary reserve, oak bush and to the river, then to l\Iis
is:5auga 
Point. Other subsequent ..\cts are referred to. Then 12 
Victoria, 1849, gives the houndaries of th(1 to\\ n: ")Iis- 
si8
anga Point. "Testcrly along Lake Ontario to Crooks:ton, 
theu<,e to Rla(.k Swanlp Road, then(lc along eastern linIÏt 
of land:::: of late 1"homm
 Butler and Garrett Slingerland 
to north-west angle of John E('(I]e
ton, thence easterly to 
where the lands of 'Ym. Dickson and late 'Iartin 1[('- 
I.Jellan COlne in contact, thence ea;;;;t along northern houn- 
dary of lands of said 1\1. l\icLellan to Xiagara niver, thence 
northerly down 
aid river to plare of beginning." The 
point of dispute which this surYe
T wa:4 to settle was to 
nnn th{1 exact point at which the land
 of 'Yillianl Dic1\:- 

on and ::\Iartin ::\IcLeIlan met. 
,.\ map of 1802, hy Gother 
Iann, shows lot:-; for nlcr- 
('hants and traders in I(ing'
 r

c-ued ]anfl
. the river. 
1
ort George. Navy Tlan-four bni)ding
 there-K"ing-., 
wharf. 
torehou:,e, (1Ì<'.. and th(1 lot
 of Crooks. rrh01npson 
anrl 'Yelsh, in one hlo(.k, and in anothcr thO
f\ of ...\. fTerol1, 
.T ohn Grjpr and 'V. 'Vall ace. 
The IaRt nJap of the town is that fronI the survey of 
.'.lexan(lef Xin:;n. P. L.R.. in 1 !110. Trouhle had ari
fln 
from the fact that in 1aying (lown ('enlent walks it wa:-: 
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fouud that :se\?eral fences, porches, etc., encroached on the 
i'treet
. One of these was taken àown bv orders of the 
town counciJ, and the litigation that ensued caused couueil 
to 'agree to have a new survey made, and this again was 
the cause of nluch heartburning. 
The map of 1817, nlade by H. H. 'Vilson, R.E., is very 
interesting, as it shows what buildings or parts of build- 
ings, houses or barns were to be seen then. These ,vould 
either be new house
, erected in 1816 or 1817, or else Îrag- 
Inents left. .L:in interesting thing about this J11ap is that the 
huildings at Butler's Barracks are just as they appear 
no'w. There are fourteen, and to the south the hospital, 
which was first the Indian Council House, as sho,vn on a 
l11ap of 1822, and mentioned by JlaUle in that of ] 79!). 
Farther on in the map of 1817 is the Commandant'
 
house, which some of us remember as the Colonel's house, 
burned down SOlne years ago, as was the hospital. 
It is often "Tonc1ered why the same street has different 
nalnes, but when it is remembered that King Street ,va
 
the boundary of the town, this is explained, depending 
on being' north or south. It is often interesting to kno,v 
how and why the names were given. In some cases it is 
quite easy, in others Inore difficult. Thus for King and 
Queen there is no doubt-these in a monarchical country 
are quite in keeping. Prideaux Rnd Johnson are easily 
explained-Prideaux, the general who ,vas killed in con- 
rlucting the siege of Forf Niagara ; Johnson, from Sir 
'Villianl J ohn
on, ,vho suc(.essfully carried on the siege. 
Front Street. alRo, i:;; suitably nalnec1. Gage Street is 
nanlec1 froln Genera] Gage, Governor of 1\lontreal in 1760. 
The relnaining streets west of Gage are simply Centre, 
'ViHiam, l\Iary. ,-T ohn and A.nne, whether from 'Villiam III. 
and his Queen l\lary ànd hcr sister 
\nne, or frolll some 
Tnagnate in the town, or simply from no rea
on. a dearth 
of i(leas. .T ohn, though so comlnon a name, has never 
hepn a popular nanle for a king of England. 

rhe continuation of the 
treets south of King, given 
after the Battle of 'Vaterloo, have all, or nearly all, a 
m'artial sound. Thus the continuation of Queen is Picton, 
fron1 thp heroir. 
enprnl ,,,ho ffill al the hattle at thf' (']o:,c 
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of tha.t titanic struggle, when Britain ,vas even more than 
of late in a state of 
plendid isolation; the eontinuation of 
tTohnson Street is })latoff, frOln the Hussian general who 
defeated N'apoleon, while Prideaux receives the naHle of 
the poet Byron, then in the heyday of his fame; and Gage 
hC'C'Olnes Castlereagh, from the British statesman ,,'ho:-:e 
fate was so tragic. One street, Davy, is named frOll1 a 
:,('ientist, Sir Humphrey Davy. who had in 1819 invented 
the safety lalnp. Next conles \Yellington Street, from the 
Iron Duke: AJaya, fr01l1 a Spanish general ,vho 
ervea 011 
the f':tafÏ of 'Y ellington 
 next, X elson, the great sea- 
adnlÌral, of whonl Tennyson says, "l\lighty seaman, this 
is he, was great by land as thou by sea," in his grand ode 
to 'Yellington. It is fitting that next to .Nelson Street 
eomes 'Collingwood, who as
nnleù the cOlnmand after the 
death of Nelson. .Another Inili tary commander gi yes the 
nanle to the next street, Blucher, Fho"ing how Inen's minds 
at that tinle were full of the great contest carried on 
ngaini'\t such odcl5 by Britain. 'Vhy the name Lichen wa
 
giY()ll to Hw next street we kllOW not, eXl'f'pt that here OTIP 
of tlw nunlrrous :-:prings foun<l in thc bank causes 1110:':-; 
èlnd lichrIl tn ahound. On onf' lUIlP allot her nnD1C i
 given 
Trivcnc. 
The street llurth of J,-iIJg i:-: He
eJlC prohably fronl t1w 
Prjnel
 Hegel1t, although another J"('ason ha
 ItCCII givCll, 
llanlely, that a t.ailor fronl l{Pgcllt St.rpet, LOIl<1on, cstah- 
li:,hed hinH.c}f with this sign, a.nd graduHlly the narne \\fl
 
adopted. But why Vietoria wa:-; :-;0 ('allrd scenlS 
tral1ge, a:-: 
\Yictoria "-a
 1l0t then horn: hut tlll'" c\:planatiol1 i
 that ;It 
1ìr
t the
t' }'trcpf,:-; were ('al1etl Fi r
t. Seconcl, rrhird, Fourtb. 
etc.. and on the birth of Prin('p

 \
il'toria the nanlC wa:) 
gi'-CIL The next, Gate 'Street. i
 a
 yet an unsolred mys- 
tpry, except that poösihly it led to a gate into 1he engin- 
('p1':" quarh)1'
 or .some huilc1illgs ncar. Simcoc deservc;:- 
that his Dame 
hould he relllelnhered, and so the next 
street is thuF nanled; while 
Iississauga is the only street 
with an Indian name, alFo given to the fort built in 1814 
at 
Iississauga Point, where the lighthouse stood frOln 
18()3 to 1814. Our f'treet namers seem to have e
hausted 
their iò.
as. a
 the remaining streets are Fimply ('aIled 

Ï\.ih. Seypntn. F:lghfh. Xinth Rnò Tenth. 
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The land given to the" Harbour and Dock Company" in 
] 831 was surveyed and the streets received names froln 
the ofiÌ(.jal:-; connected with the ('()}npany. Delatre is fronl 
Colonel Delatre, whose tragir death on the 'roronto steanler 
is recorded in the papers of 184R. Iris house is still called 
Delatre Lodge, at the corner of Vietoria and Front. Delatre 
Street is often {'aIled Spring Street, the rfla:-:on being obvi- 
ous. Lockhart Street is from the serretary of the COIH- 
pany, .T anles LOll:hart, who wa
 ahm a I1wrchant, banker 
and :-:llipowner: :\Iel\'ille Street, froBl Capt:lin 1fclvj]ll\ 
one of the chief projeM:or:.;" and Hall Street, from George 
Eall, a large :-;hareholller and one of thc earliest settlrrH ill 
Niagara, conling in ] 7R L Front Strect, south of I
ing 
Street, is nalncd fronl neither a nlilitary nor nayal hf'1'o, 
nor yet frolll a royal per:-:onage or great Rtate
nnan, hut 
fronl a writcr on political ecoJ1muy alHl taxation, in 1 R17. 
T)a\'ic1 Ricardo. 
\Yhen Sinlcoe came the country waR divided into nillf'- 
teen counties, all nalned froul countie
 in England, and 
the townships, towns and villages were named fronl placc:-: 
ill these counties in the 1110ther eountrv. Thus we have 
X e,yark, Granthmn, StaJl1ford, Grimsbv: Louth and nain
- 
borough; but other nanles have he en gi 
'f'n for loral reasonB. 
Tlnl
 Qlleenston wa
 nan1e<1 from the Queen's Rangers 
hutted therr
 
Olnc say, but morr prohahly Cronl the Queen, 
as the nalnr was often written Quecn'H TawIl. \Yhat is 
now .Virgil Wil
 Lawreneeyille
 fronl Urorg-e Lawrenee, a 
}Iethodi:::t (']as
-lf'
Hler living there; at one time: al
o 
Four )filc Creek and Cross Roads. ])rlunnlOndvilIe wa;;; 
so raIled froln the general who fought F:ueh a brayc fight 
therf' on July 25th, 1 Rl1: 
t. ratharille
, froul CatharÏ1w 
TTanlilton, the wif(' of fTem. TIohert Jlanlilton, who owned 
five hunàred aC'rc
 there, anc1 who gaye land for the fir
t 
(.hnr('h in 1 R()9. rIoIner wa
 ('a ]led "The rr'en," from the 
rreck; while thp Twelve ){iI(' Crf'pk wa
 caJle(l Shipnlan'
 
rorn('r
, fr0111 Paul Shipnlèll1, who had a tavern therc
 and 
WhOHC naUle al
o appears in St. Paul\
 
t.rcet. ,Another 
('i(v owe
 its nanw to the Hal1lilton faInily, as George 
TTèl1nilton and his brother Peter Hunter T-Ian1Ïlton Rettler1 
there and owned ll1l1rh land. 1\Ierritton takf'
 its name 
fronl IT on. "
ill i
nn IT mnilt ry 'l 
r rrritt. the projertor of thp 


. 
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\Velland Canal, .Allanburg frolll Sir Allan )IacN ab, and 
Port Robin
oll from John Bcyerley Uobin
on. Chippawa 
and Niagara are thc only plae:es whil'h have retained lndian 
nan1es. St. David's ,vas nalned from )1ajor Dayid Secord; 
Beanlsville from tT acob Beam, one of the earliest 
ettler
, 
and who gave the land for the Baptist church; Bnlith- 
ville, from Slnith Griffin, the first Inerchant there, cOIning 
in 1787. Dunùas was nanled frolll Lord Dundas, thc 
c('- 
retary of State in Simcoe's time; Port Colborne, fronl thc 
stern military govcrnor during the Hebellion 
 Stanlford 
wa
 fir:-;t cal]ed )Iount Dorchester, ff(nn Lord Dorchester 
 
sometiIncs Town:-:h i p No. 2, a
 Niagara was 'rown
hi p 
No.1. From an this it lllay he 
ceJl thcre is t'olllething 
In a nalne. 


MAP OF 1817, BY II. H. \VIIÆON" B.E. 


'rhis map is interesting to us as showing what houses or 
parts of hou
e8 were to be seen. 
omc had heen built np, 
and S0111e relnaills of hou
es or barns an' seen. 
On Front Street, on th
 square of four ae-res oppo:-:itp 
the bO'tel groundR, there i
 a hou;-;c at the corner of }'ron t 
HI)(l l(ing SireetR. 'fhen therc arc two harn
 or sInal! 
house
 oppo
ite .1\1 i
f-; Ahna'f.:, and another on l
egcnt 
Street ahollt ,\ hcre )11'. )[ichacl (ireen's house stan(1:-:. 
The
e wou]a he thc property of ){r. ß[cKcc. On the next 

quare, stiH opposite the hotcl on Pront Street, whet',. 
Howard's hotf\l was, now }\-[r5. 'Vaters', there is a rouI1<h\d 
corner, and there is a hou:-;e ahout ,vherr :\Iis8 'Yintel'- 
hottom's cottage no"
 i
. On thc next Equare OJ} Vi('toria 
Street, therc i:; a house at thp ('orncr of 111'. \fïnthrop \; 
lot, about 'where TIorldv's IIotcl wa
. Farthrf on in the 
ncxt 
quare thrre is a hLou:-;c, but no road to the nc"\.t street. 
Proln Priù
aux Street to Quecn Street, on J(ing Street. 
three hou
e
 arc Dlarked ahout where are tho
(' of )Ir
. 

'hair and )11'. 
hephcrd, and :\Ir. Randall'::; store. One 
of the
e wa
 probably the hlo('khou;:;c, which wc are túlit 
wa<; u:-ìed for a 8('hoo1. On Prideaux 
trcet arc hou;-;p;-: 
'where )Ii
s }Icl
ee's cott.age aud )Ii
s _\l1na's house stand 
now; the lattcr wa
 the Stewart house. In the far corncr 
on Queen Street i
 a hou:::e where now is :Yr. Healry';-; 
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store. In the next square, on Prideaux Street, are two 
houses ahout where is Mr. ,l\rmstrong's house, fOrInerly 
I)obie's. there is a barn on Victoria Street, back of Dr. 
Crysler,'s, and one farther on, where Mr. 'v. J. Campbell's 
house is, and one on Hegent Street near where J\1Ir. Row- 
land's store is. In the next square on Prideaux Street, one 
where l\Irs. I
enley'
 house is, forn1erly I(earins' hotel; and 
on Regent Street two Rlnall houses near where Mr. Curtis 
lives. On Queen Street in the same square, there are threp 
houses about where Mr. J\1Iay lives, one on each side, about 
where l\Irs. Cassady liyed bcfore the 'war. In the next 
hlock on Gate Street, between Queen and Prideaux ,gtreet
, 
is a large house where the I-Iarrington hotel was, probably 
the house of A. Rogers, now the house of 
Ir
. J. D. Seryos. 
Three other houses are shown up to what was Rogers' brick 
building. In the far corner on Queen Street, there is a large 
('orner building, past Dr. 
\.nderson's, where the Charle
 
Hall house stood, and two sn1all ones on Sinlcoe Street. In 
the next block, beginning at King Street, now the Town 
Square, formerly owned by D. ,V. Slnith, nothing at all 
i
 Inarked. In next squar
, a lot is marked and two hou
e:-: 
wherp the old Bishop 1I<Hl:-iP stancl:-i, (\ n(l onc 011 Vic.torÍa 

trect, about where the }.T ethodiHt dnlrdJ js now, alld on(
 
at the corlLer where 1iiss Boehme lives, fOrInerly H. Paf- 
fard's. In the next square, evidently open, a road rU1l8, 
starting from 1\IcClelland' 
 corner to Mrs. Curtis'; there iH 
a 
mall house about where .!.\1iss Creed lives, and a large lot 
marked where 'V. Lansing lives, with a house where his 
side entrance is, and one farther 011. [n the next square 
only one house iB marked oppor.;Ïte, ana two sn1all one
 
ilhout opposite Mr. II. Ruthven':-i. Ou the first square on 
.T ohnson Street, next to I(ing Street, nothing is marked 
hut a small house about back of 
,frs. Miles' on Gage 
Street. On the next 'square, between Johnson and Gage 
Streets, a large lot appears with t,vo houses about where 
::\Iiss Evans liyes, and one opposite l\;Irs. l\Iason's. In the 
next block on Johnson Street is a house at the corner 
where the old Swinton house was. It is a tradition that 
this house was one of the two not burnt down in 1813. 
A.nother is marked about where l\Ir. Lyall lives, and a 
small onf', or a barn, behind it, ahout the middle of the 
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square. In the next block on tT ohn
on Street is a lot with 
a house about where 11r. Ruthven lives, but there is no 
street marked ås the continuation of Gate Street. ...\ roall 
slants from half way .from Johnson Street to Gage Street 
through 
rr. Gray's, the old .1<:ingsn1ill property to T<:ing 
Street, and then to Butler's Barracks. In the square at 
the corner of Centre Street, opposite Captain Geale's, now 

Ir. l\Iaurer's, is 3 lot nlarked off; and back of ,vhat was 
Ju<lge Campbell's, and afterward lIon. J. B. PlunlL's, 
is a 
lnall hou
e or barn. In the 'Yilderne
s the Claus pro- 
perty appears to be an orchard at the farthest end, and 
opposite that on 
Iary Street a house at the corner anù fi 
lot with two houses behind the orchard on Regent Street. 
...\ large square in a vacant space is not nlarked off in 

treets; there seem to be a number of buildings between 
Regent and Victoria Streets, but no streets are marked. 
There is an orchard also betw'een Gate and Sinlcoe Streets 
and Gage and Centre Streets. . 
The Indian Council House is marked as a long house in 
the middle and a small one at each side. This became the 
hospital in 1822, as shown on another map. An enclosure 
back of it is marked with trees and a house as the Com- 
mandant's quarters, two buildings and a square, laid out 
at the far corner next the Oak Grove. At Butler's Bar- 
racks there are fourteen buildings and various enclosure
. 
,vith no names given except the long building marked 
Butler's Barracks and Fuel Yard. There are two build- 
ings as now which were the COlnmissariat and the barraf'k 
master's, now used as headquarters during the camp. Therp 
are various roads running across the common-.one fron1 
Fort Gporg-e to Rutlpr's Rarra('k
: another from Prideaux 
Street and Queen Street to the Oak Grove; another from 
Fort George to Prideaux Street, near the road on the 
common, is n1arked by a design representing A,merican 
work. In Fort George in the first star are nine building
, 
and outside in the second star are four buildings, marked 
as part of old fort. The wharf is marked King's 'Vharf, 
and one building near it Navy Hall. 
\cross the common 
are marked "...t\nlerican lines in ruins," extending to the 
church and down to Front Street. At the foot of Kîng 
Street is marked thp Guard Hou
p and Ferry, and where 
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now is the Queen's Hotel, "Engineers' Yard and Engin- 
eers' Quarters," eight houses. At Fort 1Iississauga therc 
are six buildings, besides the square tower. Between Navy 
II all and the Guard House are two buildings, Inarked 
 
and 3, about where the present wharf is. r:rhere are two 
batteries between Fort George and the town and one be- 
twe.en the Engineers' Quarters and Fort l\Iississauga. 
It may be thought that so much space need not have 
been given here to this map, but it has always been to me 
a very interesting subject, the condition of affairs in Niagara 
during the American occupation and ho.\V soon building 
was begun after thc town was burnt. 



CIIAPTER xv. 
EARLY B[1ILDINGS 
tl.;rJ) Þ}AllL}T ][ERCIIANTS 



\LTIIOUGn we have an account of nlany early building

 
very few of these are now in existence, from the ha VO(' 
Jnade by the rude hand of "Tar, the toueh of tinle, or the 
vandalism of some who rejoice in the destruction of the 
'Old to make rOOll1 for newer and more f.ashionable struc
 
tures. Besides Navy IIall and the buildings in Fürt 
George, ,ve have accounts of the houses of D. 'V. Smith, 
of that of Secretary Jarvis, Hon. Ro bert HanÜI ton, and 
Hon. 'Yilliam Dickson. In 1798 Captain Pilkington, R.E., 
gives us a description of the house of Hon. D. 'V. Smith, 
in size eighty feet long by forty feet ,vide, hall in the 
nliddle, a rOOln on each side twenty feet square, and a 
room off earh, twenty by fourteen feet; 
tajr at the end of 
the hall, one turn in the rirple, four flreplace3, a vault, 
large kitchen, pantry, baking-pJace off fireplace; upstairs 
sixty-five feet, four roonl
. :111(1 probably two bedroonls. 
In the Jarvis letters the sctretary tells of hi:-; search for 
a house. "I wa:-; ten days in 
ear('h of a hut to place D1Y 
wife and lambs in, without 
n('ees
. 
\t length T wa:-; 
obliged to pay 1:1-10 for a log hut with three roonlS, with 
hn1f an a('re of ground. 1 haye purehasel1 logs to make an 
addition to my hut, whith win add a decent romll to lilY 
pureha
e. Neither age nor youth are exenlpt from fevcr 
and ague in Niagara." TJ)Ïs wa;; in 17 / 02, but later, Oil 
Novemher 22nd, ] 7!)3, we have a de::;cription of a hou
e 
we}] stocked with provi:Üons for the winter, which show
 
that the secretary knew how to provide for all contingen- 
ries. "I shall have my falnily well provided for thi
 
\\inter. J have a yoke uf fattene<1 oxen to ('orne down: 
twelve small shoats to put in a barrel occasionally, which 
J expect to weigh from forty to sixty pounds; about sixty 
head of dunghill fowl; sixteen fine turkeys and a dozen 
ducks; two sows, and a milch cow 'which will give a good 

upply of milk through the winter. In the root-house I 
106 
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have four hundred head of good cabbage, about sixty 
bushels of potatoes, ana a sufficiency of very excellent tur- 
nips. My cellar is stored with three barrels of wine, two 
of cider, two of apples, and a good stock of butter. }Iy 
cock loft contains some of the finest maple sugar I ever 
beheld-one hundred and fifty pounds of it-also plenty 
of flour, cheese, coffee, loaf sugar, 'etc. In the stable I have 
the ponies and 'a good sleigh, and the snuggest and warlllest 
cottage in the province." Query, 'Vhere .was the house? 
l\Irs. Jarvis says, " 'V"hat little I bave seen of the placr. 
were it well cleared, would make SOllle of the most beauti- 
ful spots in the .world. The Niagara River affords a 
delightful prospect. The Four l\Iile Creek llleanders in a 
manner superior to any strealn I ever saw, and ,vas it in 
England 1vould be a place worthy of the King's notice. 
There is a great mill upon it, and the family that it belongs 
to are Dutch. 'Ve have received more notice from them 
than could be expected. 
Irs. Servos, as soon as she knew 
I 'was an Anlerican, sent me lard, 
ausages, pumpkins, 
Indian rural, squasheR, ('arrotR, etc. 1 had them here to 
<<linner on the 27th." 
Probably the first fine re
iden
e huilt in Niagara wa
 
that 01vned by D. \r. Slllith, Deputy Surveyor-General, on 

Iarket Square. .A pieture of this is in the Reference Lib- 
rary, 'roronto, and i
 thus <1cf;('ribed hy Duke de In, Ro('hp- 
foueauld de Liancourt: " The hous(I of Colonel Rn1Ïth, lieu- 
tenant-colonel in the 5th Regiment, is much distinguished 
from the rest. I t is constructed, embellished and painted 
in the best style; the yard, garden and court surrounded 
with railings, as in England; a large garden, like a Fren
h 
kitchen-garden, is in good order." This was offered for sale 
in 1799, when the Government was removed, for a grammar 
school, but rejected as being directly in range of guns frolll 
lfort Niagara. 
At a meeting of the Land Board in 1791 the town limits 
were enlarged and permission given to build a public-house 
'at the east end of the town next the river and Mason's 
lodge next it. This we believe to have been the spot where 
l\Iasonic Hall nuw stands, formerly Stone Barracks, in the 
li
t of lots, 179-1, marked 33, "rrhe Lodge," and in an- 
other document, " Free l\Iason's Lodge." From the Land 
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Board }Ieeting, 1791, it was supposed to be close to the 
river, but later investigation points to lot 33, singularly 
enough to the site of the present l\Iasonic Lodge. The 
building of 1792 was used for church service, for llleeting:-i 
of the agricultural society, and for SiIncoe's In0etings with 
t he Indians. 
The menlorial of 'Vil1ial11 1 )il'kson
 to 
imcoe, about 
1795, asking for l})Ore land, stat0:-i that h0 ereeted the fir
t 
hrick house in the Province. The house built by the :French 
General, Count de Puisaye, about three miles frol11 Niag-ara, 
in 179!), stil1 f'tands in part-half of it wa
 taken dO\\'JI 
and the rest repaired. 
The brick house of 
irs. 
[cFar1and, huilt in IROO, iH in 
good preservation yet, and that of the Fields fanlily wa:-: 
huilt a little later. Both were u8('(1 as hospitals in the 
\r ar of 1812. 
In 17!)5 there is an advertisenlent of Ralfe Clench for 
lnaterials for a jail and court house. rrhiH was on Pridcau\: 
Street, corner King Street, and farther north on Prideaux 
Street. On the same street at the corner of Regent Street 
was the residence of Captain Stewart, w'here it is said 
Brock had been entertained, and the hrick house now stand- 
ing there belonging to 1\Iiss Alma was built by his son, 

\lexander Stewart, al
o a lawyer. rrhe fath0r had bclongefl 
to the La,v Society forn1ed in ] 797. 
'l'he house of 
Iiss }Iary Servos, on the Lake Road, called 
Palatine Hil.!, was part of it in exi
tence in 178:1 
a:-i a Go'"erllnlcnt store, while that of )'Ir. John C. Ball. 
near VirgiL still 
tand
, though nluch altered; HIli 1 
another of Joseph Clenlent, built in 1804, with it::; 
quaint staircase. The Governnlent HOURP \vas in thp 
Jlarket Square. The house of Hon. R. Han1ÏI ton. at 
Queenston, is described by 
Irs. Sinlcoe, who waR enter- 
tained there in 17!)2, as "a very good stone house, thp 
back rooms looking on the river; a gallery the length of 
the hou
r is a delightful coyered walk both belo'w anll 
above in 'all weather." rrhe Inùian Council IIouse, near 
Butler's Barrack
, ,vat; afterward
 part of the 
Iilitary 
lIospital, now luarked by'a stone lnarker and old willow
. 
It is very difficuH to locate the early stores and dwelling 
places hefore the 'Var of 1812, but since the to\Vll was 
rebuilt it is not 
o difficult, for, a
 wc finò particular 
tars 
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in the heaYell
, and by the system oÍ alignment ,ve find 
other stars anel constellatjons, so, knowing the position of 
a few house
, by studying the old advertisenlents, and 
finding a store l1wntionec1 as opposite one that ,ve do know, 
we gain a little light; but SOU1e places elude us still. 'Vhere 
was Hind's hotel? 'Vhere was the Lion Inn? or the Ex- 
('hange? or the Yello"," House? or the Medical Hall? The 
1.Iarket Square had Íour corners, as ,yell as the Íour out- 
side corners, as a lane ran through the Square, and there 
was an open space on each side oÍ the Market and in Íront 
of it. We know where were the Government House, the 
Gleaner printing office, the first jail and court house, the 
Navy Hall, the Angel Inn, the Promenade House, the Har- 
rington Hotel, Niag-ara Coffee House, John Young's store 
aDd d\\'eJling-house, R. 11. Crysler's store and A. Rogers' 
hotel. In 1796 we read oÍ Thoma
 Hind's l(ing's Aruls 
Hotel; in ] 797, "To let, the Yellow House, on I.lot 1, 
o('cupied by Mr. T. IIind, signed by W. J. Crooks." 'Va
 
the King's ArDIs on the sanle lot? In the plans of the 
town, 1794, and Il()\r in 1912, Lot 1 is the eorner of King 
ana Front Strret
. Tn 179] there is a dped of land from 
.-"ohn j
1leek to 'rhOllUlS Hind for 
f)2, and next to S. rriffany 
(notary publiC', rrhos. Ridout.). rrhis was the ('orner of 
Pri(]e
ux an(l 'TjetoriH Streets. ]n 179H G. S. rriJl"anv 
was opposite thp Lion TaYern and ,C. Field has taken tl;r 
nO(l)(l house ('aIled 'Veil'\.; 'Sign uf thc J.Jyon, and in 1798 
)Irs. ,r {'ir was at the eorner of Prideaux and Gate Streets. 
In 18] (
 we find fin advertisen1ent of It Clen('h for material 
-stone, brick, 11111(\. oak anò pine tÏJll1wr-to Luild a jail 
and court house. 111 1821 ta deed "raR gi V(ln by the Crown. 
under Peregrine 
Iaitland, to trusterR for t.he town. of two 
H('rp
 for luarket huilòing
. The trustees are '\Villianl 
1)j('kRon, .J an1CS Muirhead ana 'Yillialll ClauR. Tn 1 R1 f) 
.Tohn Brown advertises Niagara ::\ianFlon Hons(I, on Pri- 
fleaux Rtreet, cOlllmanding a view of the lake, "a largr. 
conlIDodious house." This is supposed to be what ,va!'; 
afterwards called tne Promenade House, afterwards kept 
by Howard. In 1820 the Duke of Richn10nd Coffee House, 
kept by C. Koune. formerly occupied by ,1 ames Rogers' 
Coffee Hou
r. D. Botsford, in 1830, advertises the Prome- 
nade Tayeru. The XiagaT'f1 Hotel. A(lam Crysler, jn 1830 
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gay(\ '.a fair, icw of the lake, river, fort anù Bl'ock
R InOl1U- 
Jl1pnt, and is in the ccntre of thc to"TJ.l." This is belicyed 
to hc the hou
e in the market Rql1are long occupied by H. 
Heid
 thc chief con
tahle. The British IIotel, ('Û'rner of 
QUP(\l1 and Gate Streets, burncd in 18-!H, had a large hall 
where public nweting
 'were held. The Court llH't herc 
for a year previous to 18-1-7, and it is believed to have been 
"
ih
on's IT otel and ('aIled the Exchange. 
The 
\ngcl Inn was in the )Iarket Square ana 'was kept 
fr01n 1826 to ] 8-1-6 by H. Howard, and next by John :Fraser 
a
 the ßlansion IIou:;:e. :!\Ir. Iloward, in 1846, ,vent to 
1 he PrOll1CJlaÒe nou
e, corner of Prideaux and Regent 
Strcei
. The frequent change of name of hotels is ycry 
('onfusing. l\S fixing the position of the Exchange. an 
adYerti
enlCnt in Th p Oleo ne1", 1832, 
aYR
 "For Rale, a 
:-;lna11 dwelling-house on Gage Stl'ert, in rrar of thc ]
x- 
(.haJlg:e,'
 al1<l the 
anH:} y(lar FraueiR Rab
r. <1ry g()od
, i
 on 
1[ain (Queen) Street, at the corner oppo
ite the gxchangc, 
HIHI II. Chnpnlall, auctioneer, opposite th(l Hriti:-;h lIotel, 
Queen Street, 1833. The nanles given to taverns are some- 
tinle
 ren1arkahlp, as the Golden Ba.n, the Rising SUllo the 
Royal Oak, the Rlack Swan, Sign of the Rall, Sign of the 
Orown, the Black Horse Tavern. The Golden Mortar 
was an apothecary

 store
 a
 "Tas the 1Iedical Hall. The 
]}aI1H!
 Exchange, l\Iansion IT OU
{\, L
'on'R Inn, King's 
...\l'lllS, Angel lUll, Yellow IIouse, Navy IIall Inn, and the 
Caledonia Irotel frequently o('('nr. There l1Ulst have been 
two houses called thr Yellow I10118c, a
 on(l we know waq 
at the corner of I,,-ing and Front Streets; another is adyer- 
tised a
 near the "
ÏI}(hnin. It depPl1ù
 on the Incan ing of 
the ,vord near. 
J,ohn Young's store waR on Queen Street, nearly oppo- 

it{\ thr fionrt TT ou
(', and hi
 dwelling-house farther 
IlOrth, aftrrward
 alt{\rccl to h('('0111(\ tI Rtorr, c-allecl tlw 
""'ardC'll BJock. Hl1(l it nf'xt hpcalne Tlarrison's ,varehous('. 
.f alne
 Lockhart, 
hipowller, hankpr
 nlPfC'hant, had fir
t 
his store oppo:-:ite .J ohn l
 oung, then the corner of QueeJl 
and Regent Strert
, a fterwarib the Rogers' brick huilding. 
W. D. )Iiller's store ,,'as the hrick building on Queen 

tfept llP"\:t thp Court IT ou:-:r. In 1 R32 .r ohn Ahna's winp 

t(}rr ,,-
:-: at thr ('nrnf'r of Qllrrn and Rpgrnt Sh'eet
, a 
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t.all. narrow brick store, since enlarged. Alexander McKee, 
at the tiIne of the 'Yar 01 1812, had several buildings, 
alnong thenl a store at the corner of Prideaux and Regent 
Strects. 'Yhen the town was hurned some of the valuable 
contents were packed in trunks and sent to Twelve Mile 
Creek. 
In 1822 there is a petition of the inhabitants, which 
recounts that the four acrcs granted to Mr. Smith in ] 7!)
 
were purchased in 1802 from his beirs for officers' bar- 
rackR for f:2,2.10 
terlil1g. The buildings "Tere destroyød 
in ,yar. and two acres were granted to the 111agistrates for 
a ma.rket in 1820. Lots 103. 104, contiguous, are military 
property and unocrupied. These four arres are now town 
property, ana all owning houseR on thenl pay ground ren t. 
rfIle nwmorial of 'Vnliam Crooks asks for an enlargenlCnt 
for tlw officfl for thp clerk of the peaC'e, hay-weighing- 
Inachine, anr1 a shed for the fire engine. 
The court house 3nd jail built in 1817. now the 'Vestcrn 
I IÜllle, ,vaR used for both purposes till 1847, when the 
present court house ,va
 built, and the building of 18] 7 
was used as a jail till St. Catharines became the county 
town, or real1y later. aR Fenian prisoners were confined 
here for a short time in 186G before being sent to Toronto. 
In the diary of John Goldie, an acconlplished botanist, 
,dIo travelled 'On foot through ,ft great part of Ontario in 
1819, and who nlade three collections of flowers pressed, 
to send to Scotland, but unfortunately none of which 
reached their destination, we obtain a reference to the jail 
and court house in Niagara, built in 1817. He says, "The 
only building worthy of particular notice is the jail, which 
stands about ,a quarter of a. mile out of the town. It is a 
large two-story -house, of brick, very handsome, and it is 
('onsidered to be the finest building in Canada. At present 
it holds 'within its walls the C'elebrated Gourlay. J suspect 
his greatest fault is speaking too many truths." This waR 
Oil the 10th July. 
"rhe pre
ent 1Iasonic Hall wa
 built ahout 1818 by .J 011 n 
E-aglesum, partly out of thfl ruins of the town. as he is 
said to llave gathered up the stones of foundations of 
h()
l
P
. r I wa
 l1
pd (1S 'a 
f ore by him, part of it as (1 
pn\"atr !=;('hool hy 
f f. an(l 1\1 r:;. McKee, then hy ,f amps 
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Iiller as the Niagara Coffee House, corner of l{ing and 
Prideaux Strcet
. It i
 next called 
Iiller's Ballroom, then 
the Stone Barracks during and aftcr the Rebellion and in 
the Fenian Raid. For 'a long tin1e it was used for the 
public school, at one time the Grammar School, and finally 
was bought by the 
lasonic body and fitted up at much 
expense. 
The Harrington Hotel, corner of Gate and Prideaux 
Streets, was kept by Alexander Rogers. J ames Rogers 
also kept a hotel near .T aTed Stocking and C. Koune. J n 
1817 Rogers and Stocking were near Alexander Rogers' 
hotel and in 1819 .J anles Rogers adyertises the Niagara 
Coffee House. In 1828 the Niagara House, built and occu- 
pied as a hotel by " the late 
lr. .J as. Rogers, was pleasantly 
situated on :\lain Street, and from its galleries has a com- 
1nanding view of the beautiful scenery surrounding the 
to,vn. Fort 1\iissÜ:sauga and Fort George can be distinctly 

een, and the noble river Niagara is seen emptying the 
,vaters of the grcat ,vestern lakes into the bosonl of 
Ontario." rrhi
 is ecrtainly a sufficiently grandiloquent 
description, and the adYerti
en1ent gorR on to ùescribe the 
fitting-up, attenc.1ant
, larder, stablc
. yards alHl 
hed
, ana 
is signed by Robert nray. \Ya
 thiR the site of the Rogers' 
hrick building, or wa
 it the building called, ut one time, the 
Bxchange or BritiRh HoteL Flanting acrObS the corner 
0f :\Iain and Gate Streets? In 1830 the Exchange House, 
\Yhittemore, adyertises a spacious building fornlerly occu- 
pied oy 1\1r. l
obert Gray, with view of IJake Ontario. In 
1832 i
 ad\"ertifo'pd 1Iedical Store, opposite the Exchange 
-11. 
Iiller (thf' wife of Dr. )fillrT). ""'hether this is the 

an1e building adyprti
eù in 1821 by It Starkweather, Sign 
of the Golùen )lortar, QllC>rn Street, at Niagara, apoth(1- 
('ary store, 'we kIlO"- not. Thr t'anle year ,John 
1i1ton 
a[h.rrti
es the Caledonian ITotel on Prideaux Street. ) n 
182-
 ,T ohn Grahn 111 ac h'erti

s his wagon-lnaking shop 
in the yard of the inn, Sign of the Royal Oak. He after- 
wards had a tayern on corner of Prideaux Street and 
King Street, with the sign of the Black Swan. The 
Rising Sun, still standing on }lississauga Street, 'Was kept 
nt one time bv Noble Keith, as was also the Royal Oak 
on the LAke Road. L 



E.A.RLY BUILDIKGS 
\ND 
IERCHANTS 113 


The Ferry was fonnerly at the mouth of the river, b
t 
a petition from Andrew Heron, in 1823, asked to have It 
at Navy Hall, the sand bar at the mouth of the river being 
pleaded as an objection. He had petitioned in 1819 for 
more land 'at Navy Hall, where was an Inn, advertised as 
late as 1847 as Navy Hall Inn, at the Ferry. This inn 
was afterwards kept by Balfe Clench. In the Niagara 
paper for July 30th, 1833, occurs the following notice: 
"The 
iessrs. Rogers are far on the way with a three- 
story brick building, which will be the largest structure 
in this town. Many other buildings are being erected. The 
Dock is progressing rapidly, owing to the exertions of Cap- 
tain 
felville, to ,vhon1 Xiagara is largely indebted." In 
this huilding an Ünmense wholesale and retail business 
was done, and teams conveyed goods to all the towns and 
yillages around. I t was said that the sales often amounted 
to an average 'Of one thousand dollars per day. At this 
tÜne there .were five wholesale groceries in the town. The 
Rogers' brick building served nlany purposes, as for stores, 
schools, both public and grammar, band quarters, roller 
skating rink, Young People's rOOln, 'and kindergarten. It 
was finally taken down, as it had been long vacant. 
In 1838 1Villiam 
foffatt advertises his tavern, sign of 
the Crown, as a two-story stand opposite Mr. Lewis Don- 
ally-eight bedroolns. two dining rOOlns, stabling, fruit 
trees, and a well. This building is on Johnson Street, and 
is now occupied by 
fr. Lyall, the town clerk. Mr. Camidge 
conducted here for years the York Academy, before his 
tragic death. 
In 1847 the court house ,vas so far finished that the 
f'ourt was held in Septelnber. His Honor 
{r. Justice 
Jones opened the court, assisted by E. C. Campbell (after- 
wards 'County Judge) and Thomas Butler. His Honor 
a IhHled, in very cOlnplÜnentary terms, to the inhabitants 
of Niagara generally, and the Boarò of Police in particu- 
lar, in the creation of the nohle and elegant edifice in which 
the court was asselnbled. It was capacious, well adapted for 
the purposes for which it was designed, and would reflect 
honor on any locality. He was decidedly of the opinion 
that it was superior to any other building in the Province. 
9 
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'Ve learn elsewhere that the first cost was $30,000, but 
much more ,vas spent afterwards. 
..A,Inong the earliest nlerchants in town, the llt1lnC of 
George Forsyth is frequently ulentioned. ITi
 tombstone 

peak8 of his integrity. Land was granted to George For- 

:vth, so nlany feet frolH the commissariat store at 
 ay:v 
TIalL The name of John Grier oecurs in a lengthy corre
- 
pondel1(,c with the GO\-(lrnnlent. T t appears he had a tan- 
nery, anù during the \Yar of 1812 the tanpits were filled 
up by order of Captain 'T avasour. Grier f'oInplained to 
the Governor at Quebec. '7' ava
our is repriInanded and 
writes to defend him
elf. l\nother site i
 offerec1 to Grier, 
,vhich is refused. Finally, in 1819, the matter i
 settleù. 
J t is interesting to us, as the snlall n1ap sent, 1 H18, has 
heen pre
ervcc1, showing the same building, which 111ay he 

een yet ancl marked X avy II all. 
Tholl1aS Dickson, of Queenston, ,\a
 an extensive llWf- 
('bant. 1\ bill, dated 1805, states that h(l 
('nt to N ayy 
IIaIl !)3-! hushels of buckwheat, 543 of corn at 60 cent
, 8 
barrels of superfine flour at $7.00 per harrel. 
...\ndrew IIeron was a bookseller, and his adyerti
elnent
 
show a fine selection of ('la

ieal, religious. historical and 
poetic'al w'orks. T-I(' nlust have been a nlan of nleans, as 
nlentioned before. 
J anle
 Lockhart did an extensive husine
s as à dry 
goods merchant at the corner of Queen and Regent Street
. 
IIis fair, rosy-cheeked, genial face is yet remenlbered. A 
reeeipt lately watì fonnd, given doubtles
 to some one who 
bad asked for a reeeipt in full: "This is to certify that 
P. Clement has paid all he owed Ine frolH the beginning 
of the world to the pre
ent time." rrhis, of course, n1ust 
haye heen given jocularly. 
'Villiam Barr's portly fOrln i
 yet remeInhered, and hi
 
large snuff nlull. lIe advertises at the Arcade, corner of 
Queen and J\:ing Streets, where ü'N eil's hotel now stalldg. 
I-lis advertisement takes up a whole column in verse. 
An ola bank book ha!' been found of a noted nwrchant, 
John J\IcCulloch. The extensive business done by hin1 
was shown by the tealns in the early nlorning heavily laden 
to supply the store:; of Queenston, Stamford, Drulnnlond- 
ville, Chippawa, St. Catharines, Thorold, and many other 
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places. The date of the book is 1860 to 1869. The 
alnounts deposited totalled $15,0000 per month, and those 
paid out 'were heavy, too, but there was always a cOInfort- 
able balance in the bank. The store was that now owned 
by 
írs. Bottonlley, 'and Inany remember ho,v well stocked 
the shelves were, and the proprietor, a tall, upright, slight 
and sonlewhat stern man, honorable in his dealings, whose 
\vord was as good as his bond. 
In the Niagara II erald
 August 7th, ] 828, "pe see that 
the town suffered by fires. " We feel thr loss of the 
Ian 
 
sion House and l\ferchants' Exchange, ,vhich was 
R{) recently consumed by fire, hut the In-ore ample acconl- 
modati'On of the new Niagara J-Ioll se in a nleasure supplies 
their absence." 
An old house on the road leading to the Western flome 
was used a
 a school by l\fiss Young in 1825, and is said 
by some to have been built before the war-, but later infor- 
nlation fixes the date a
 1816. r
rhere are five fireplaces, 
and the chinlneys sho'w that they were built Inany years 
ago. 
One of the oldest houðes is that occupied hy l\fiss Painter, 
in w'hich lived some of the officials of the Government, and 
here Indians caIne at one tinle to receive their allowance. 
Tradition porrnts to the corner opposite, where Governor 
RÏIneoe liyed for a short tinle-a long, low house, one of 
the two spared from the fire, l\Ierritt says Gordon's house, 
th(\ other one wa
 that of Ralfe Clench 
 hut, unfortunatelv, 
it wa
 hurl1P(l accidrnta]ly a fe,v nlol1th
 after, sevel)teèn 
persons occupying it, the fan1Ïlies of Clench and Stewart 
heing cousins. The present house, 
tin 
alled the Clench 
house, was built in 1826. and here Inay be seen a nunlber of 
beautiful nlantels of hand-nlade worknlanship. A house 
nearly opposite the Queen's 1:oya1 waR built between lR20 
an(1 182G hy .captain Oates. who eOl}nnanùe<l thc packct 
]Juke of llich mond
 and built herc so that his ,vife n1Ïght 

ee his Ye
sel on approè1ehing frolll Toronto. The brick 
house occupied by G. Bernard, at the corncr of Centre and 

Ii
:-:is
auga IStreets, was the reRiclence of tT ohn Breaken- 
ridgc, while that now occupicd by 11r. Si1yerthorl1 wa:; long 
the residence of J ameð Lockhart, and firðt that of Charles 
Richardson, while that opposite was the residence of Charles 
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L. Han, called frequently La,vyer Hall, but was first occu- 
pied by R. ::\1. Crysler. The brick residence was the post 
office and that next of A. Gilkison, now occupied by 
Dr. Anderson. The present ::\IcClelland store was long 
occupied by Peter and Alexander Christie, but in earlier 
days 'was the store of Lewis Clement. The store of R. 
L 
Cry
ler was opposite the Rogers' brick building, after- 
wards the furniture warehouse of Hamilton Gibson. Th(\ 
upper story was the nleeting-plaf'e of the Freenlasons, and 
,vhen the building was destroyed by fire in 1859
 they lost 
their minut
 books, regalia. etc. The drug 
tore of J. de ,Yo 
Randal], and long that of Henry Paffard, was the law offic(\ 
of E. C. Campbell, and near it wa
 the store of J ameR 
Harvey, druggist and chen1Ïst; farther on were Culver anil 
Canleron's store and the residencp of ,John Young and his 
large store. The present hrick store of F. Rowland wac:; 
formerly that of A. 
Iartin, "rho Rucceeded Whan ani! 
)IcLean. The store was built in 184G. 
The "Thereabouts of the Yellow House was long a nlYs- 
ter,'. but a deed contributed hv 
Iiss Gilkison, of Bral1t- 
fo
<1, f.:hows conclusively that it ,ras K o. 1, the corner of 
J\ing and Front Stre{\t
. :-:old by 
\.ul<ljo in 1
02 to Thonul"': 
)[
Coflnif'k for -t(
OO, fì.r:,t delllan<1, f LOOO. The huild in,g 
no\r standing was l()}lA' of'cnpied by rrholnas :\IcCorlnif'k. 
the manager of the Bank of Upper Canada, and the vaultci 
nlav yet be seen. 
In the nlaps of the town nlay be seen TIlarked thp Engin- 
eprs' Quarters, wh(\re the Queen's Royal stands. The Elliot 
JIOllf.:P ,vas built in 18:38 
 at the foot of the street was the 
Guard Hou
e, close to the water, and right in the lniddle 
of thp 
treet. Opposite the Elliot H ou
e
 so deservedly 
popular, 'was the Gleaner printing office of Andrew Heron. 
At the south corner of the town are three heautiful resi- 
aencc
, kno"\\"TI as ROS(1 Lawn, Pine IIurRt and Ro'wan \VOO(1. 
The
e were the houses of lIon. \fillianl Dickson, Dr. 
Ie]- 
ville and Robert Dickson-
paci'Ou:-; lawns, magnificent old 
trees and stately mansioll
. 1l0'\ owned by .T. H. Lewi
. 
c. S. Greiner and G. H. Rand. The last, the residence 
for a long tÏIne of Hon. W. H. Dickson, was then bought 
hy General Lansing and afterwards by Livingstone. Lans- 
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ing is now called R,andwood, frOll1 the present owner, who 
has made extensive additions. 
'The house cOllllnonly known as the Morson house was 
built, about 1826, by Mr. John Powell, son of Chief 
Justice 'Villialll DUlllmer Powell. It was sold to Mr. 
J ames Boulton and was then a square house with a large 
room at the right for a ball-room. 'A large room was then 
built for a supper roonl, and a verandah was also added. 
It has been occupied or owned since by \Villiam Cayley, 
Captain J\Iilloy, Mr. Benedict, Mr. McPhail and Dr. 
ior- 
son. 'rhe grounds are extensive, ,vith beautiful trees, and 
the outlook is fine, elllbracing the l\filitary Reserve, the 
Oak Grove, French Thorns, Fort George, and the l\Iilitary 
Quarters. 
The house of Rev. R. .J..
ddison, three InilrR from Niagara, 
was thus described by l\Ir. 'Villianl l(irby as he saw it 
first about 1850: " Only one room renlains as before, as so 
many alterations have ueen lnade. I t ,vas then nluch 
farther frolll the shore, as there was a large garden in 
front sloping down to the lake, but the encroachments of 
the w"aves have carried away lnuch soil. It was, of course, 
built long before the ,var, wa
 a large house, part of it 
log, with large fireplaces for wood, and a large porch in 
front with pillars." 
Mr. Kirby also teJ]s that the l\Iilitary IIospital was, part 
of it, originally the Indian Council House. This is con- 
firmed by the statement on a lnap obtained fronl the 
Archives, which shows the plan in 1822, and that it had 
been the Indian 'Council House. l\Ir. Kirby stated that 
there was one long room with a large fireplace, with fine 
woodwork and carving. The deadhouse attached to the 
hospital had supports which might then be seen. The 
foundation of the hospital after it was burnt, about 1880, 
was sold or given to a Niagara man, 'who spent a nlonth 
in digging out the stones. 
Mrs. Roe described Locust Grove, the residence oi her 
father, Mr. George Ball. "Built about 1820, the woodwork 
inside-stairs and balusters, .wainscot and panels on each 
side of the large fireplace, with fluting on the mantel-was 
lnostly of black walnut. The bricks of the building were 
made on the place, in the sheep meadows. Metal to cover the 
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roof wa
 brought from }Iontreal. There was a large draw- 
ing-roonl, both upstairs and dO'V1lstairs. Eleven ehildren 
were brought up here. For dinner, at one time, there werc 
sixty peach dlunplings. A black. servant nlade Johnny 
cake, which required sixty-four eggs. l\IoRt of the hlack 
Rervants had been slaves. Eyerything full and plenty- 
tubs of saw
ages, harrelR of corned beef, etc." 
The house of Peter Ball, LuiU in 1816, a photo of which 
we have, was taken down or l1loved to be used as a packing 
hou
c for fruit when the new houðe, long occupied by 
Robert N. Ball, waR built. 'rhe Engineers' Quarters, where 
at one time Captain Baxter lived, ,vas where the hoteÌ 
kitchen now is. There "yaR a long low building with a 
passage through it with thick brick walls, inside clap- 
hoarded; a bomb-proof roof and a vault for wine, or 
powder, with archeò Rtahle
 near. Captain Vavasour, who 
at one time lived here, calh'cl his residence Teneriffe Cot- 
tage. 
One of the most interesting houses, and perhap
 the 
oldest in to"Ttl, is that situated in what is called "The 
'Vildernes.
," part of it having been left in a state of 
nature. Here are 
onle of the grandest treeR to be found, 
perhaps, in the Province-a row of sycamores, beautiful 
acacias and .weeping will'Ow
; a Bahn of Gilead tree, said 
to be two hundred feet high, and its trunk in circumfer- 
ence sixteen feet; an old oak, in girth nearly twenty feet. 
The house was built shortly after the war, and in shap
 
is said to resemble "I
ongwood," occupied by Napoleon in 
St. Helena. In 1799 the land became the property of }'Irs. 
,A.nn Claus, the wife of Daniel CJau
, and daughter of Sir 
'Villiam Johnson. IIere nlet bands of Indians to receive 
their presents, as Colonel Daniel 'Claus and his son were 
Superintendents of Indian Affair
. ..lfter the first house 
was burnt, in 1813, Mrs. Taylor, ,vife of Fort }'Iajor 
'.raylor, took refuge, with her children, in an old root- 
house, known then anù :-:iuee a
 " Tlw Pit," Hnd in a large 
dug-out, or cave, in the bank, it is said forty 'wounded 
men lived during the winter following. The property 
renlained in the Claus family for many years, and now 
again a nlember of the Claus family is in }Jo.,session-the 
wife of 
Iajor Evall
. It is probable that the house was built 
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in 1816, as it is told that Richard Miller, Q.C., "Tas born 
there in 1817, when the hous
 of his father, ,Yo D. 
iiner, 
wa
 being built, so that this residence. now o,rned by 
lr. 
.Tames Robin
on, lnust be one of the oldest houses in town. 
But perhap
 older than any is that now orcupicd by l\ir. N. 
Bissell, ,always called the James Butler house, as reliahle 
l"}'Tidence shows that it ,vas there on the day of the Ba
tle 
of Queenston Heights. The walls of the square hall and 
of the parlor were decorated with grape leaves, and grape
 
artistically painted, and two alcoves or closets of solid 
walnut may yet be seen. 
One fiup brick residence on the riyer road must not be 
forgotten, that built by John \Vilson, the owner of thp 
Exchange, in town, who l11ust have heen a very wealthy 
man, owning- several thousand acres of land. HÜ
 will. 
made in 1837, is a relnarkable ùocullwnt, covering fifteen 
pages of foolscap; it has twenty divisions anù leaves pro- 
perty to his wife and eleven children and two step-daugh- 
ters. rrhe house is approacheò by the finest avenue of 
trees in the neighborhood. It was long the residence of 
R. }I. \Yarren, who planted valuable fruit trees, and it 
i
 now ownc.d by E. J. 
Iaclntyre, who has greatly inl- 
proved it. 
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To give a connected and conlplete history of Free- 
masonry in Niagara is a difficult task. Records and build- 
ings were destroyed by fire, but remarkable finds have also 
been made, of documents hidden away with a century's 
dust upon them. The sources from which this sketch is 
made .are various-advertisements in the old newspapers 
of the town, local traditions gleaned from old members, 
references in diaries or books of early travel, the minutes 
of the Lodge, documents happily unearthed-but much 
has been gleaned by conning the pages of the history of 
Freemasonry by that indefatigable collector of engravings, 
prints, miniatures and historical <locument
, John Ross 
Robertson, journalist, philanthropist, historian. 
On the corner of King and Prideaux Streets, on a square, 
massive building opposite the park, may be seen a tablet 
with the words: 


"Niagara Lodge No.2, 
A. F. and ...\. ?\L, 1792." 


But the first reference we finù to 
Iasonry near Niagara 
goes back to 1780, when the King's 8th Regiment ",Tas 
stationed at Fort Niagara. The certificates of nlembership 
are in existence of Brother .1oseph Clement, IIenry Nelles, 
and H. 'V. Nelles, 1780, and are carefully prcseryed by their 
descendants. 
rhat of Brother D. Servos is dated 1784. 
These were issued in Canada. There waR also a lodge at 
Queenston in 1782, ,as shown by the petition of Joseph 
Brown. The lodge met at the house of Joseph Brown, on 
the river road, and among the menlbers were James Cooper 
and Charles }'ield, the latter of Niagara. Thið, it is evident, 
was united with Lodge 2, of Xiagara, 1792. At a lneeting 
of the Land Board in Niagara in 1791, permission was 
given to build a public-house at the east end of the town, 
120 
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next the rIver, and a 
Iasonic lodge next to it. I(ing 
8treet was then the boundary of the town. III Mrs. Sinl- 
coe's diary, recently published, occur these words: "29th 
July, we ll1et for divine service in the Freemasons' hall, as 
there is no church here." On June 27th, 1793, menlbers of 
the Agricultural Society nlet at the Freenlasons' hall. In 
December, 1792, we find froln records that 'Yilliam Jarvis, 
Provincial Secretary, was present at the celebration of St. 
.} ohn's day, at Freemasons' hall, as Provincial Grand 

1aster. From The UPPe1. Canada Gazette or American 
01.acle J published at Xiagara, "Te obtain notices of the meet- 
ings of :M,:asons, as on 14th of July, 1794, and again on 
August 29th nleetings are called, signed by Ralfe Clenrh. 
The first notice of a nleeting of the Provincial Grand 
Lodge is in July, 1795, when five lodges met at Newark. 
From the vicissitudes through which the town has passed, 
from the red hand of war and conflagration pale, it is no 
easy task to trace the history of this lodge, and particu- 
larly from the different names and numbers as occurring 
in the British records and those of Quebec, as well as of our 
own province. ,Bu t if much has been lost and exasperating 
breaks occur in the record, there have been wonderful finds 
when all hope of success was abandoned. Witness the find- 
ing of the petitions for admission from 1782 to 1790, those 
from St. John's Lodge of Friendship, 1796-1810, the find 
made by that never-tiring investigator, John Ross Robert- 
son, of the minutes of the Grand Lodge from 1816 to 
1822, in an old trunk, and still n10re wonderful, the 
finding of the first manuscript draft of the Charter of the 
Grand Lodge given to 'Villiam Jarvis, in 1792, and now, 
after 106 years, found in 1898, in an envelope ,vith other 
papers, in London, England. The charter, given in 1795, 
was presented to the lodge in 1907, by R. W. A. Freed, 
Deputy Grand :ð1aster, of IIamilton. 
In The Upper Canada Gazette the fúllowing notices are 
found: In 1 '{96 " St. ,John's Lodge of Friendship, No.2, 
will meet at 'Vilson's tavern, on the Festival of St. John. 
By order of the lodge, Ralfe Clench"; December 12th, 
"The members of the Grand l\Iaster's Lodge will meet at 
Thompson's hotel, to celebrate the Festival. J. McKay, 
Secretary"; January 4th, 1797, "The lodges, No.2 and 4, 
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of Free and _\.ccepted 
[nsons, (.lotheù in hadges,- and pre- 
ceded by a band of }}lusic playing 1Iasonic airs, walked in 
procession to the Presbyterian l\Ieeting TIouse, 'when l\Ir. 
Dun delivered an excel1ent -and philanthropic discourse
 
with deep attention from a crowded audience. The thank8 
of the lodges are giyen for this excellent and liberal dis- 
c'ourse. Thonla
 Clark, 
c('rf'tary of Lodge No.2, Richard 
Cockrell, Secretary of Lodge Xo. 4." (Lodge No.4 was 
warranted in 1794). Tn 17!)() it is rcported that in Philan- 
thropy Lodge, No.4, at a n1eeting in their roo}n
 in N ew- 
ark, it 'was " resolyec1 to e&tahli:-;h a fund for the benefit of 
Freenlasons' widows and orphan
 and indigent brother:-\' 
children." 'Yhether this laudable rc
olution wa
 carried 
out we hayc no lncans of knowing. In 1798 "Freemasons 
No. 2 nIet at Queen
ton at the llew lodge rOOll1, and thc 
Grand Lodge and othcr loagc
 in town walked to 'Yilson's 
hotel to meet their hrcthren frolll Queenston anò the 
nlountain (Stamforcl). ...\hont one o'clock ,a proccssion ,,'as 
fornled of Grand 
Iaster's Lodge ancllodges Nos. 2, 4, 12. 
They walked to Hind's hotel. and after businc:,s, sat down 
to an elegant dinner with loyal and 
Iasonic toasts, tin 
eigh t o'clock." 
In 1 799 "the Grand LDdge and others Inet at Brother 
Fields' at twelve noon. Proression to church, and sermon 
by Rev. Brother Addi
on, Orand Chaplain." It is known 
that the house of Brother Field:-; was in Niagara, near th(
 
corner of Queen and Gate Street, and a í'urious little story 
has come down to us of the _ \ InericaÚ occupation of th
 
town in 1813. ..\ftcr the place \Va:' rakel1, 1110st of tlw 
inhabitant,s having fled, soldiers w"ere ransacking the 
house of Charles Fields and the 
Iasonic regalia being 
found in a chest, as this was the place of meeting of one 
lodge, an officer pre
ent orderetl the search to be stopped 
and the houf'e to he protecteù, he heing evidently a )Iason. 
'f e have very few rcc'ords of the period during the war, 
but in 1818 we find. that "the Grand Lodge of Upper 
Canada and the lodges in the country formed a procession 
frolu the house of James Uogcrs to the church, and heard 
an excellent sermon by Rev. It 
\ddison, Grand Chaplain, 
and then returned and 
at dO'wn to an excellent dinner at 
five o'clock. Colonel Grant favored them with the excellent 



.' 1 


"\. 


:l 
 
 \ 
..
.\I \1 " 
...,
 


/ 


."'" 


/ 


i 
,11 
\ j 


4IL' . 


'. 


f 


.. .'
, 1 


/ 


ti 
) _/'''
- 
.."'" 


..{'- ,..' 


r"/
" 


-4- 


Jt 


I 


"".....-....
 


:- 


" . ............. 
"'j ',..,
 :. 
 
 '
J-
 
, 
. .,". .- 
, . . ,,..' " i 
" J .,,-.- . :.'.1\
' '..
 , : . ' , . 
 1 ,\ 
_1", . . ; ;' 
 1 
 
, . "-:- ,.;' .\.'r., . J 
 ,'. .'
 ""'
 
, 
.' ". .' A' " _;u ' -.... .
. ;

 
..... -, !t'J... '.... "'. >- '..'(1';' tI.,. 
 
. ",.- --:.. . 
 ',..>>
-- 
.' '. 
 ,?J.,' 
 .... ^, ..
?' .-:
.,;:
,I.. 4lf
' 1.1 _. ,.' 
 ., 
.

 -...
 
..,;. . 

3 1."1;:...... 
 .
. '. 
 i!'i}. ".'\1-" 'J
 , . J
" 


 "', > 
,-j , : )< '.' fi,' J ," ,
-:tk':iiW,$"'
r..q, .
JJ2!:; yw.

::-r{, 
...
 . -
':.d""f
"
"''''- j 'J,IJ"t....f:''
" ..........'t.!
ti....
V..'...
A,
 --"",:


->
..:' 


. 


.::. f 
A"" 


1"" 


,>-.4'''
í' 
.
. 
 


,
 


.,. ...: 
_ o
;!:,t '\ 
, '.:, . . 
 
"

.' ..!f'
 . 
'".- . 



 


\ ."' 


MASONIC HALL. 


.,.. 


:-- - .> 



 


f 


.'\-. . 


;1 . 
 

...
>".;. .' 
"'?1" .
. 
*"" ,. 

. t 
 .."'> 


.'" p... 



- , 


QUEENSTON IN 1840. 


." 


. 


", -! 


.. 


/" 
,. 
t. ,.,..-,.. 
 t
. 
\ 1

'Jn, 
"" '-,.;1- 
........ 


i 
i " 
, . 

 " 
--4- C::;.. 
 




FREE 
fASONS 


123 


band of the 70th RegÍlnent for the procession." In 1823 
"the 
1:asonic Brethren No. 4 dined at the lodge room in 

frs. A. Rogers' hotel, on St. John's day, December 27th, 
at eight p.m. Signed, Rohert Emery." 
In 1826 the newspapers 'were full of the disappearance 
of l\Iorgall, who ,vas helieved to have been drowned. l\'Iany 
boats were dragging for the body, and .one found forty 
miles belo\v the fort wa::; supposed to be his. In one issue 
of The Gleaner are letters fronl Edward McBride, 
LP.P., 
Jared St.ocking, B. .c.ook and ,A.. Locker, all bearing on the 
subject. The story is that l\Iorgan had written a book 
betraying the secrets of Masonry. For this it is alleged 
he was abùucted, placed in one of the blockhouses at Fort 
Niagara as a prisoner, from thence taken in a boat and 
thrown intü the river. The accounts, ho,vever, are very con- 
tradicwry. ,One i::; that five nlen, three from the United 
States and two fronl Canada, ,vere selected to do the deed. 
The confession of Samuel Chubbuck, the veteran lllail 
carrier of Youngstown, aged 88, does not mention the 
Canadians, but that the men were chosen by lüt, met, car- 
ried out" a parcel" Iron1 the fort, and went out on the 
river. 'Vhen they returned the "parcel" ,vas missing. 
The chief point was the injury done to the cause. In the 
words of an old Niagara Mason: "Every pulpit was 
preaching against us, and \ve 11let anywhere we could." 
One lodge became dornlant fronl 182-1: to 1845, las is shown 
by a document signed by füur of the lllenlber
 agreeing to 
cl.ose the meetings fronl want of funds, "till 11lore advan- 
tageous circumstances arise." Signed, R. H. Dee, 'V. J. 
I(err, J. A. .s tevenson, J. 
IcG lashen. 
In The Gleaner .of February 10th, 1827, i
 an article 
opposing :\1:asonry. The ladies had meetings in some places, 
and resolved "not to receive the aùdresses of Masons nor 
allow their daughters to receive such 'Or become the 'wives 
of 
lasons." I t is not likely these very drastic measures 
,vere carried out for any length of tin1e. Tn 1827 " Masoni(' 
Lodge No. 557, Provincial No.4, is ren}oved from the 
house of Brother A. Crysler to the house of Brother R. 
Howard, 
Iarket Square." In 1828, '.' For sale at The 
Gleaner office, Narrative of Facts as to the I\:.idnapping 
and Presunled Murder of vVilliam 
Iorgan; also Anti- 
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1:asonic AlmanaC', -i8 pages: Giddin's Almanac, price 12 1 / 2 
cents." 
In 1847 a sermon was preached by Dr. Lundy to l\Iasons, 
and dinner ,vas at Huward's. The different numbers used 
in referring to the two Niagara lodge:::; cause great con- 
fusion. Thus No.2 is also known a
 No. 19, the seal being 
St. John's Lodge No. 19, Niagara, the nUlnber 19 being 
given by Quebec Grand Lodge; again the nunlhers given 
by England were 775, 440, and 488, 490, 430 and 521, and 
at one time Dalhouf'ie lJÛdge, all thÜ
 being yery con- 
fusing. 
By the fire of 18G9 the docUlnents and regalia ,vere all 
destroyed when the frame building in ,yl1Ïch the Free- 
lnasons lnet waR hurned to the ground ancl nothing .,axed. 
'Vhen the first building erected by the Freenlasons in 
1792 was destroyed is not known. It is remarkable that 
after all the wanderings of the brethren they should nO"w 
he located on the site of the first building. ::\Iuch lahor 
has been devoted by the present writer in the search of 
documents to prove this. 
From the statenlent of the meeting of the Land Board, 
1791, it was believed that the first )lasonic hall was at the 
foot of King Street, next to the old Gleaner printing office, 
and the Historical Society placed a stonc lTIarker there 
,vith an inscription to that effect, but 18 tcr investigation 
modified that view. 111 a Est of lots in town in 179-1:, nUlll- 
ber 33, which is the corner of King and Prideaux Street, 
one block above the spot lnarked, is labelled" The Lodge," 
and on examining lllanuscripts in the Parlialnent Build- 
ings, lot 33 is again marked" Frcenlasons' Lodge." The 
npparent contradiction may be expla incd in different ways. 
Although pernlj
:;ion wa:; given to ('rect the building at 
the corner ne"\:t the tavern, it may mean the corner of the 
next square, or the 
Im
ons may have had the plot changed 
for another. It is certainly a wonderful coincidence that 
thp 
Iasonic Lodge of 1913 should be on the site granted 
in 1791, one hundred and twenty-two ycar
 before. The 
places of nlecting have been numerous-the original Frcp- 
masons' hal1, Charles Piclds, 
\.lexander !{ogers', store of 
R. J. Crysler, Angel r nn. Rogers' brick building, Howard's 
hotel, and Stone Barracks. The latter building was finally 
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bought by the fraternity and fitted up at considerable 
expense. In itself it is an historic building, as it was 
built about 1816, partly from stones gathered from the 
ruins of the town by John Eaglesun1, and used as a store, 
as a school, as a hotel, as a barracks, and long known as the 
" Stone Barracks." 
The history of the lodge is a most relnarkable one, the dis- 
pute behveen the Grand Lodge of Niagara and the Grand 
Lodge of York, nlenlorable and lasting for years, being' 
settled only by great skill, firmness and forbearance. When 
Willianl Jarvis, Secretary to Governor Simcoe, removed to 
York, it being nlade the capital, he wished to renlove the 
Grand Loòge, his theory being that of Napoleon: " The 
Elnpire! I an1 the En1pire!" But Niagara insisted that 
it and it alone was still the seat of the Grand Lodge, and 
went on forn1Ïng new lodges, being nluch more active than 
that at York. Ho,vever, some lodges refused to acknowledge 
the authority of Niagara, and Niagara and its lodges re- 
fused to sublnit to the Grand Lodge of York. "Each spake 
words of high disdain." The dispute ,vent on for years. 
l'onducted sometÜnes with grand and ceremonious courtesy. 
sonletinles 'with great acrimony. The lnatter was referred 
to England, and was finally settled by a conlpron1Ïse, York 
being declared the Grand Lodge, but the ,vork done by 
Niagara Grand Lodge being ackno,vledged. 
Fronl 1797 Jarvis took little interest and did little except 
in signing doculnents. He was not well up in ::\Iasonic lore, 
and was ruled by Brother Danhy. Niagara Grand Loùge 
was acti,e and fOrIned seY(
ral new lodges, indeed, did far 
more than York. S0111e lodges acknowledged the authority 
of Niagara, others did not, being 'warned not to do so. 
In 1803 Niagara had the courage to appoint a Grand 
Master, George Forsyth, instead of J,arvis, and wrote to 
him by S. Tiffany, to returll the jewel
 to the lodge at 
Niagara. Danby .was the Inoving spirit. .Ai the meeting 
of the Grand Lodge at York the conduct of the Niagara 
hrethren was considered "unwarrantablc." Eight lodges 
did not attend, cight did, -and two concurred. Sedition 
was to be stamped out, and a long statement was ::lent to 
England, from George Forsyth, detailing the circumstances. 
No satisfactory reply was received. However, Grand l\iaster 
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.1 ar\-is had been repro\-ed for his inertnesB. The period of 
the'war put an end to the dispute for tll(' till1e, and, in fact, 
to all )Iasonic enclmH
or, as there were no n1eetings from 
1812 to 1817. when a convention at Kingston took step:-; 
to r--traighten out IHattf-'r
: hut little attention was paid to 
the reque
t for 
ettlement. which ::;trengtheneù the position 
of 
iagara. Sonle lodgc::; were in doubt whethC'r to giv{,' 
allegian(.e to York or Kiagara. On the death of .J ar\ i
, in 
1817. the warrant was returne<<1 to Xiagara hy hi
 fan1Ïly. 
and as a <.-opy could not h\.} found in England, there were 
grave doubb; how far his power extended. Strange to 
ay, 
this copy was not found in England till 18
)R, haying laiH 
nearly one hundred 
'ear
, and the real warrant was found 
,,'ith Niagara records the next year, 18
!), hy John Ro
'3 
Robert:-:on. 
Brother 
inlon )I(.Gilliyray wa
 
ellt out fronl [

ngland, 
and yisited the Ontario 10dge
. lIt' wrote letters frOIl) 
Niagara, 
\.ugust, 1 R22. and treated Xiagara Lodge tenderly 
but firluly. He put llluc-h blame upon Jaryis for neglect, 
and as was 
hown hy the warrant, for exceeding his power'S. 
which w(lre ill-<letined, ana this justifietl Niagara in its 
('ourse. In )lcGilliyray'f: report to England, he shoW's grcat 
inlpartiality, and thinks both parties haa heen to blanle. 
}-fe would not allow the l
iJ1g
toll party to attach blalne to 
the Niagara Lodge. Se' eral of hiH letter8 are dated fron1 
Niagara, thrce on ...\.ugust 27th, and after vi
iting other 
lodges he returned to Xiagara before (.roS'sing to York. } I e 
was detern1Ìned to antagonize neither party. In a letter 
he had stated rather unwillingly that since , Jarvis left 
Niagara there had he en no regular Grand Lodge in the 
I)istriet, but he had felt tenderne::;s in referring to the 
Niagara hrethren. 1 n the final :,ctt1enlCut he showed great 
tact in his appoillhnent
, eonfirlning 1(prr as Past Grand 
)Jaster and Inaking hi:.; 
on P.s.G.'r., antl bÏ1uilarly with 
others in the Ea
t. One rl'a
OIl, perhaps, for the succebS of 
Brother 
leGinivra'y wa
 that he coul(l look at the Dlatter 
from hoth 8ide
, and not ,,'ith thc insularity of an English.. 
111an. Dorn in HcotIauå, he luul heen in thc fur tradc in 
Canada and helped to llnite the IIudson'8 Bay anù Xorth- 
\r est Companies. Established in business in l\Iontreal and 
London, England, he visited Canada every year and thus 
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brought a kno\vledge of and sympathy with the 'Canadian 
brethren which, adcle(l to hi:; ability and integrity, helped 
to secure his succe

 ill thc settlement of thi:;;; vexed qurs- 
tion. 
...\.nlong the llanle
 of early Niagara l\Ia:-,oll
 are nlany 
noted people. The Grand Chaplain was l
ev. Robert 
.A.ddison, the first nlib
ionary to U ppcr Canada; Hon. 
Hobert Ifalni1ton, Deputy Grand )Iaster, "ras the lieutenant 
of the county, and judge, dispensing hospitality from his 
fine mansion at Queenston. Grand l\laster ]\.:err was a 
lnilitary surgeon, whose wife 'Va'S a daughter of Sir 'Yil- 
liam Johnson and 
,folly Brant. Colonel John Butler ,va
 
Superintendent of the Indian:-; and COl1nnander of Butlcr's 
R'angers. Richard 'Cockerel was a noted teacher. George 

-'orsyth ,vas a nlerchant, and Sylyester Tiffany was the 
editor of Th e Upper Canada Gazette. John Clement is 
called, in l\1r. Kirby's poeln, " The TT. E.," " Ranger John." 
Alexander Stewart, a nlenlber of the La,v Society of 1797, 
was a captain in the -Royal .All1Crican Dragoons. Ralfe 
Clench occupied nlany po
ition
 of trust. 
In later times anlong the Past 1vlasters have been 'V. G. F. 
Downs, R. Y. 'Vih:on, S. J. ,T. Brown, A. Servo
, G. .A,. 
Clenlent, H. J. Brown, ,T. 
I. Clelnent, R. Best, D. Servos, 
s. H. 
"'ollett, J. I\::nox, II. L. _\nùer
on, T. F. Best, J. de 'V. 
l
andall, J. H. Brown, F. J. l
owland, C. E. Brown, 
T. Stewart. 
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To go back a period of one hundred and twenty years 
,vould not seenl 
o difficult a task, but to piece out the 
history of the early schools of Niagara we find the difficul- 
ties are almost insuperahle--so many records burned in 
the war
 so shifting the population frolll the nlany vieissi- 
tudes of the town; but hy dint of newspaper items, some 
valuable old letters anù dOCU111ents, account books, extracts 
from the Archives of Canada, and the tales of the olde
t 
inhabitants, "rp are ablr to piece out a tolerably correct 

ketch of our "Schools and Schoolnlasters," it lllUSt be 
confes::;ed with gap!:; here and there which it is hoped may 
yet be filled. There were private 
chools, garri
on schools, 
the District Gran111lar School and the District School, 
Church Echools, Separate schools, Ladies' 
chools, Classical 
schools, Night 
chooIR, Boarding schools, schools for col- 
ored children, danw::;' schools, the Fort tichool, and many 
others. In the diary of Colonel Clarke, father of the late 
l)octor Clarke, of St. Catharines, he speaks of attending 
the garrison school at Fort Niagara in 1787: the fort waB 
not given up to the .dulCricans till 179G. 'Vhell he CaIne 
to the British siùe of the river the best teacher he went to 
was Richard Cockprell, an Engli
lllnall, who, we read, 
opened a school at Niagara in 1797. In The Upper Canada 
Gazette of that date. he adYerti
es an "Evening bchool, 
,vriting, arithmetic, bookkeeping taught at four shillings 
a week; for teaching any branch of practical or speculative 
Inathenuttics, eight dol]ar:-" fronl six to eight in the even- 
ing." In 1799 he renloyed to Ancaster, and in thanking 
the public for their ::;upport recommends the Rev. Arthur, 
" who teaches Latin and Greek and w'ill take a few young 
gClltlemen to hoard." 
,All honor should be given to Governor 
imcoe for hj
 
strenuous efforts to provide educational advantages for 
this province, as shown by letters to Secretary Dundas, in 
J28 
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1792, and to the Bishop of Quebec in 1793, and in 1795 
to the Duke of Portland for a school in Niagara. 
In 1797 l\Ir. James Blayney adyertises a school in the 
town, and in 1802 l\Ir. and 1\IrH. rryler, between Niagara 
and Queenst'On, advertise a regular day and night schoo], 
" ehildren fron1 four, both sexeB; price in proportion to the 
kind of instruction, reading, "\vriting, and arithmetic taught, 
for young ladies all that is necessary for their sex, to 
appear decently and be useful in the world and in an 
that concerns housekeeping. 1Irs. Tyler having been bred 
in the line of mantua nlaking, will receive and do her 
endeavors to execute her work in the neatest manner "-an 
advertisement really more comprehensiv
 than at first sight 
it. appears. 
In the record book of St. Andrew's Church, commencing 
30th 'September, 179-1, there are frequent references to 
teachers in connection with the church, thus: "Septem- 
ber 2nd, 1802, the Rev. tT ohn Y OUl1g, fronl the city of 
::\Iontreal, ,vas engagfld at one hundred pounds, Halifax 
currency, and a dwelling house; also to have the teaching 
of a srhool exclusiyc of his salary as a preacher of the 
gospel." 
\..nd on 13th of ...\..pril, 1805, a salary is offered 
to a minist()r ",rho will be induced to teach thirteen 
scholars in the Latin, Greek and mathematics." Why thir- 
teen, "\ve do not know. 
Now comeR alnlust a blank, as luight be expected, for 
during the periorl of the war the 
chools were ('losed. Tt 
is easy to see that in 1812 while the town was in danger; 
in 1813 in the hands of the AmeTicans, the British around 
in a sen1i-circle, skirn1Ïshes occurring frequently; in 1814 
the people scattered in all directions., and a. heap of ruins 
repref'enting the homes fro1l1 which had gone forth the 
ehildren to the 
chools referred to, the re('ord
 lost; SOllle 
yearR would elapse' hefore 1--(.ho01s were aga in in opera- 
tion. In 1820 the Rev. Thonlas Creen taught a private 

chool, and in the Niagara Spectator, 1817, is a circular 
signed by Ralfe Clench, (.ontaining ,vhat we would now 
consider a work of supererogation, namely, a system of 
Bible distribution by the teachers of the Niagara District, 
a numher of directions 'so paternal that they would be 
opposed now, to inquire, by going from house to house, if 
10 
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tlw settlrrF: po
::;es::;ed a Biblc, and in what condition it was. 
Lf not ablr to pay for one the naIne ".as to Of' t:;cnt to 
Samuel Street, at Fal]
 )Iil1s, Secretary of Niagara Bihle 
Rociety. ...-\lso a forul of report of Tru
tees' and Teacher
 
 
Certificate to receive salary, merely that he ha
 taught the 

chool for si
 UIOllthg, is a ßriti
h subject, had not less than 
twenty scholars and has ù.enleaned hÏ1ll
elf to their satis- 
fa('tion. There are also rules for the gO\ ernment of COln- 
Inon schools, ten in number; as succinctly said by Doctor 
Hodgins, "Colllpared with the cOlnprehensiveness and 
l'lahorateness of to-day those of ninety years ago make up 
for their lack in thiB respect, by their dearne:--s and 
brevity." 
"No. I.-The n13ster to COlTIlnenCe the laborb of the clay 
hy a short prayer. 
" No. 4.-Corporal punishment is seldom necessary, 
except for bad habits learned at h0111e. Lying, disobedi- 
ence, obgtinacy, the!'e sometimes require chastisement, but 
gen tleness even in these ca
es woul d do better with most 
children. 
"No. !>.-All other offences arising chiefly :from live- 
line

 and inattention are better corrected bv shalne, surh 
a
 gaudy caps, plaf'ing the C'ulprits by themselves, not ad- 
Inittil1g' anyone to play .with then1 for a day or days, de- 
taining them after 8('hool honr
 or during a play afternoon 
and by ridicule. 
"No. '(.-The forenoon of WeclneRday and Saturday to 
he set apart for Religious Instruction: to render it agrer- 
ahle the 8e-ho01 should be furnished with at least ten ('opie:4 
of Barro'w's Questions on the N e"
 Testament. The teacher 
to have one copy of the Key to these questions for his own 
use. 
"No. S.-The afternoon of 'Vednesdav and Ratnrclav 
to be allowed for play. 
 . 
" No. 9.-Every day to close 'with reading publicly a 
few verses of the New TC'
tan1ent, proceeding TC'gularly 
through the gospel
." 
The framers of the rn le
 do not seem to have had nUH'h 
faith in the Rrriptural knowlec1ge of their teachers. 
Thp l:Hljps' !,(.J1ooh:: mn
t not he forgotten. OnE' narra- 
tor tel1
 of H :\11':-:. Bafh.lift'r in 1820, who taught the harp 
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and piano. 
Ir. George I\::eefer, the founder of Thorold, 
Rent four daughters to this f:chool, and one of them, the late 
}Irs. )IcFarland, tells us that girls ,vere sent from all 
parts of the district, aged from six to twenty-two. A regi- 
nlent of solc1Ïers marched past every Sunday morning, 
their band playing. The girls were dressed alike and ready 
to Jnarch two by t"ro following, keeping step with the 
nlusic. They were sOlnetimes called 
Irs. Radcliffe's regi- 
nlen
, and nlany of them retained their loye for martial 
lllUSIC. 
The oldest building now standing which served as a 
:-;('h()olhou
e is that near the 'Vestern Home, built in 1816 
hy George Young. Here, in 1827, Miss Young taught a 
large private school. The old-fashioned fireplaces, five in 
nnnlber, nU1Y yet be 
een, in one of thenl the crane and 
oven in the brick"Tork. In The Nia,qaJ'a Herald is the 
ac1yertisement in lR30 of the Niagara Seminary for young 
ladies, taught hy )Irs. Fenwick and 
Irs. Breakenridgc, 
for day scholarR and boarders, and in 1833 in The Niagara 
Gleaner l\lrs. Breakenridge 'appeals to the public and 
"hopes for a continuance of public favor," and suggests 
"the additional claims of a long residence in the town, 
heavy misfortunes, a large fan1ily to maintain, and her 
experience for four years with 
lrs. Fenwick." Some of 
the girls of that period had a knowledge of more than 
English, as it i,
 mentioned sOlnewhere that a 
liss Birds- 
ley 'was a good Latin scholar, having been taught by a Mr. 

lc Pherson. There was a private school taught by 1\fr. Å. 
)I('T
re, who "ras a good classical scholar. 
Irs. l\lcI(ee, hi
 
wife, taught faney-work. This was after the War of 1812 
Hnd it is lwlieyecl it was held in the Stone Barracks, no,v the 
)Ia'Sonic Ran. There was also a school taught by a ßlr. 
John 'Vray, who is described by one who remembered him 
as "a litHe, old DIan." He died in 1846, having been 
('lerk of Rt. 1!ark's Chu!'f.h for fifty vpar
. There arc 
frCfplPnt l'pfer0nres to a Rchool unde
 'the charge of St. 

\.n<1re\V'
 rhureh. tflllght in what is now the Sexton's 
house; thus in 18-:1:0 at thp annual meeting of the eongre- 
gation, for instance, it is, "Resolved, that the trustees and 
nlrJnhrr
 of t hf' ki rk :-:f'
Rion he thf' f'ommittee for thf' 
lllanagCl11cnt of the 'School kept hy )Ir. .f aInes 'Veh:::ter in 



13t 


111
TOl{Y OF NIAG.AH,A 


the ::,choolhouse on the chureh lots." It is seen in the 
story of St. ...\ndrew's that this building, part of ,vhich 
remain
, \vas ('alled the schoolhouse in 1818 and ,vas fitted 
up for Diyine wor
hip. J n f8-:12, ,\'hen sonie change took 
place in the sehool laws, effort,!-, were lnade to comply with 
ihe Jaw ancI yet be under the church trustees. 
...\ reminiscence of her school life, given hy a colored 
\ronIan, must not be forgotten. "The first school I went 
to wa
 to a yellow Ulan called IIerhcrt Holmes-' Hubbard 
IIolnl<?s ' ou
 people caned hinl. Oh, he was severe. They 
were then, you know. But he was a fine nlan and had heen 
educated b'y a gentleman in Noya Scotia. He used t.o 
ùrill the boys and when holiday tinle came he ,vould lnarrh 
us all to a grocery kept by -a black ,voman and treat u
 
an to bull's-eyes and gingerbreaò. I went to a black nlan 
upstairs in the schoolhouse of St. 
\ndrew's Church. 'fhe 
rOOJU was fulL full of children. 'rhe benches ,,"ere slah
 
with the flat side up and the' hark of the tree down, with 
round 
tirks put in sIan ting 1'or leg:-:. The children all 

tuclied aloud and th(' one that Blade the Inost noise wa:::: 
the hest 
('holar in tho
e da)':,. Thcn J went to a 
Ii:-s 
Rrooks, fronl Oberlin Coll('ge. in 1838-
}. She was sickl.y 
and tlied of ('on
ulnptioll. ()11, what hard tinles she had with 
.:.:onH\ of the hOY8. bad, rough OI}P
. nut lIprhert Irolnw
 
wa:-; a 11('1'0. TT p d i('el in tryi ng- t.o 
a \"(' a black man fronl 

laY('r.v." 

I r:-:. .J. (;, Currie, horn ill Niagara ill IS;!!), tells of 
aUpndin
 a private srhool in 18

1, taught hy 1\lr:-i. But1C'r 
and 1fif's Chri
tip. Thc1'p" as (t 
('parate 
choo] at the 
110rth ('orner of the fHnf (H't'eS (1) whic'" the Rn111an Catho- 
)1(. (.hu}'(.h :.;t êllld:-;. 'rhI
 WH
 (.lùsea in J R71 and all ha \'e 
at tf'tHletl the P1I hl ie' Sc'hool si 11('(' 1-1H'I1. There "'ere lnany 
goocl h'a('hel'
, (llllong ",!tonl l11a)' he InentiOIH'd 
[ps
r
. 
O"Leary, Carlley, O'IIalloran. 
.\ Jld now w(' turn to ",IHIt "C' C'(lH find of the ha('kbOlll' 
of our pduc'atiolHIl 
Y
t(,IH. c'alIe'cl fir
t th(' ('ollullon Sehool, 
now the PuhliC' :;;('h;)o1. The rules govcrning- the COnll1lOJ1 
School, ]817, han_' heen quoted; and in The Gleaner for 
1826 a letter strongly advocates the erection of a. public 
s('hoolhou
p, a:' the popn1ation of thr t{)wn then was 1,200, 
(111(1 th(':' harl an ahl(' teadH'I' in )11'. Thrnnpson. In lR27 
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a law had been passed for a school in each township. A 
certifiüate signed by Thomas ,creen and Thomas Han- 
cock, A.B.
 appears in ThA Gleaner: " "\Ve have great 
pleasure in testifying to the ability and fitness of the 
teaeher of the Niagara COlnnlon Schuol, 11r. David Thonlp- 

on. These are the classrs: w'fiting, arithmetic, grammar, 
four; orthography, reading, writing, eight 
 orthography, 
reading, six; hookkeeping, two; total, twenty-five; and that 
ßlessr
. IIeron, ]
Iay and Y. arey have been duly elected 
trustees of the l)i
trict COl1nnon School." The fees were 
after 1\Iarch 28th, reading and orthography 2s. 6d. (or 50 
cents), with writing 62Y2 rents, and with arithmetic 'ì 5 
cents per month. A sparkle of color is giyen to these dry 
records, which pleases us much, .when on February 23rd, 
1827, an account is giycn of a collection that had been 
taken up from the pupil
 of )Ir. rrholnp
on's school in aid 
of the distressed Greeks; anlouIlt raised l1s. 10 d. This, 
it will be relnembererl, was the year of the battle of N av.a- 
rino, and now after eighty-fiye years the generous deed of 
these Niagara school ehildren is recalled aç; at a later day 
our ("olltributioll
 were 
ent to help the .A,Tlnellians, harbar- 
ously treated by the same unspeakable Turk. The rteacher 
referred to wa
 the 
alne Davi(l 'Thonlp
un who wrote tlw 
hi
tory of tlw ,r ar of 181iZ-CaptaÜl Tholnpson, of tlw 
Royal S('ot

 who took part in the battle of Queen
toll 
I-Ieight.
. lIe taught for nlany year
 in Niagara. In the 
Niagara Chrollic7p
 Jallnary
 J847
 it is told that" the 
eel1SUS jn
t taken givep. a population of 2,058; there are 
792 children between 5 and 15; of these, 300 attend the 
five COUlmon srhools, respeetively conc1ucted hy 1\fr. Sha,v, 
}[r. ThonlpBon, :\Ii
s Eed
on, 
1.i
8 11. A. Ee<1
on ana 
frs. 
'Vilson. There is a d i
sellting conlnlon 
chool established 
hy our fenow-town
rllen of the Hanlan Catholic faith, the 
attendance of which nlust he large. r n addition to these 
there are three inRtitution::; for a higher order of learning, 
namely, the Di
trict Gralllnmr School, eonducted by Dr. 
'Yhitelaw, assisted by }Ir. Logan, ancl the classical school 
of I)r. Lundy, ana the Ladie:,' School of the Misses Bur- 
gess. .M:r. James Dunn is now engaged as assistant to Mr. 
Shaw." He afterwards became princip.al. In later days 
the teachers of the public school have been, Messrs. Connor, 
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Thompson, Cork, Lyall, and the 
lisses Healey, Eedsoll, 
rrobias, Carnochan, \Yinterbottoln, Lockwood, Huntcr, 
Barron, Creed, and al110ng the teachers of private schools, 
the :\Iisses Crooks, :\Iillard, \Vhitelaw, S. Recl
on, Nesbitt, 
Olemen t, Servos. 
)Iany quaint, curious and anlusillg stories could be told 
of schoolday life, of the sno,v-balling lnatches between the 
Public and Separate Schools, not quite so exciting or 
o 
bloody as that described so graphically by Sir \Valter Scott 
as taking place in the strcct
 of Edinburgh with" Gret1n 
BreekR." There wcrc other contcsts bctween the town bo'y
 
and the dock boy
. J t is recal1ed of onc of the dock boys 
that when some town boys were 
Cl1t out to bring hill1 into 
school as a truant, the report caIne back to the mastcr and 
the horrified pupils that he wa
 standing in defiau('e of 
nlonitors and nlasters with a pile of brickbats to do cxecu- 
tion on any assailing force. "A..n account of SOlne of the 
punishments of those days would nlake present pupils starp 
in wonder and aluaze. It is recorded of one teacher of the 
town that he 
truck a boy on the head ,vith a round ruler 
one inch in diameter. rr
he boy fell to the floor insensible 
anll. 'was carried out to the 
now' to revive. It is pleasing 
to kIlU"''' that the big bUY:-ì of tilt' 
chool ll.id what ðO re- 
joiced the heart of the honest Y orkshirenlan ,vhen Nieho- 
las Xirklf!hy 
o effectual1y c. bate the schoolmeaster." Thr 
teacher then removec1 tû Stan1ford, where hi
 next feat a:-: 
a punishnlcnt '''as to shut up a little girl in the oveu, and 
he was sent away in (;Oll
equellt'e. As a l:Olltra
t to this jll 
allotlu'r 
chool a hoy on rrtl1rning honH
 wa
 asked the 
question 
o frequent iu t hO
l' days: c
 \r cre you whipp('(l 
to-dny t" "Y C8, T was whipped hut si
ter was ki
sed," wa
 
the allswer. 
rh(
 tpaehcr had ]eft the rUOlH, anc1 llalnr
 
hcinf! givrn of thu:;e who had ",pokeu, instead of thp 
(lrcadeù taw
e, he stuopetl ùown anù ki

e<l the ru
y cheek 
of the astonished child. 
.Although there ,vere ùifferent attClllpts to provide a 
bchoolhousc no pern13l1cnt house was built till 1839, the 

whools having met in the Stone Barracks, iu Rogcr8' bri('k 
buildiug, in the old po::,t-officc, ('orner of J ohn::;on and Gatt" 
Streets, and many other place
. The present brick school- 
hou
c was built in 1859. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 
THE BOATS AND HARBOR AND DOCK COl.fPANY. 


THE present boat landing is not the spot where vessels 
í'et sailor landed in the old days. This was at King'R 
\rharf, near Navy Hall, or the old Ferry. M'any vessels 
were built there and still nlore at the present dock, and 
Jllany vessels have been launched, watched by thousands 
of spectators. Sonletinles the ,vatch was protracted, and, 
indeed, the launch was put off till the next day. But 
many still remember the !feeling of excitement when the 
vessel began to move .and the prolonged cheer which greeted 
her leaving one element for another, and the words of 
I..Jongfellow are recalled: 


"But see, she stirs, she starts, she moves. 
She seems to feel the thrill of life along her keel; 
And spurning with her foot the ground 
With one exulting, joyous bound, 
She leaps into the ocean's arms." 


'rhe following list of vessels built at Niagara, with dates, 
is found in that cOlnprehensive work, John ROBB Robert- 
son's" LalHhnarks 'Of Toronto": Cha'l"ity
 1770, of 70 tons, 
nlerchant ve:;:;el; F uJ'J..
 1792, 'wrecked l808; Lurd N elsulI
 
1811, belunged to ,Jacl. anù 'V. Crook:;; lvlay Fluwer.. l
lH; 
Alciope, 1828, of -150 tonR, uwned by }Jalnilton and Tleroll; 
Traveller, 1 H3;), of 350 tOllS; (Jueen Victoria, 1837, 
wrecked; G01'e
 1838; Sovereign
 l841; City of 1 1 0ronto 
( first) , 1840; Princess Royal 
 1841; A nwrica (first) , 
1840; C It ie! ,J u:stice Robin.son
 18-:1:2, of 400 tons; Queen 
City
 1843, burned; Eclipse
 1843; Ad1niral
 1843; Pass- 
port and ]fagnet, 1847; Arabian
 1851; Zimmerman
 
1854; Canada and _lmerica, 1854, of 70.0 tons; City of 
Toronto (second), 1855. Several pathetic stories cluster 
around sonle of these vessels. Some were wrecked, others 
burned and many noted persons lost their lives in conse- 
quence. The Ontar'io
 in 178.0, sailing from Niagara to 
135 
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Oswego, 'Captain Andrews, R.N., having on board two conl- 
panies of the 8th King's RegiIllent, wa
 lost, and in all 
172 persons perished. In 180.3 the sloop Lady 1fT ashing- 
ton
 built near Erie, Pa., in 1797, ,vas brought on imnlensc 
runners over the portage from Chippawa to Qlleenston 
and afterwards was lost on passage fraIl} Oswego to 

iagara. 
Iessrs. Dun and Boyd, of Niagara, were on 
hoard. }Ir. Dun was the first minister of St. Andrew's, 
1794-1797, and afterw'ards becanle a merchant. The 
Speedy ,furnishes 'another disaster-being lost in October, 
180.4, with twenty on board, anlong then1 1\Ir. Justice 
Cochrane, R. J. Gray, Solicitor-General, and Angus l\Iac- 
donell, Advocate. 
The first steamboat on Lake Ontario ,vas the Frontenac
 
of I\:ingston, 1815, owned by R. Hamilton, which was 
burnt on the lake near Xiagara. The Queenston was built 
at Queenston by Hon. ll. Han1Ïlton in 1824. From an 
advertisement in 1821 we learn that the U Rich1nond 
Packet runs between York and Niagara, Edward Oates, 
eOlnnlodious apartments for ladies and gentlemen. A gun 
to be fired one hour before sailing, and on arrival." 
In 1828 there was an unsuccessful attempt to launch the 
Alciope. It was a cold day, but many spectators came, SOllle 
from Y ork. Next day the attempt was still unsuccessful. 
" She llloved to the water's edge, but lies fastened to the 
bank." In contrast to the above a successful launch seelns 
to have given rise to lofty flights on the part of the reporter. 
For instance, the "Launch of the George Canning at 4 
o'clock. She glided most maje
tically from the stocks to 
the noble waters of Niagara and floated proudly on it
 
bosom. She is an elegant vessel, well "Torth y to bear a 
nanle dear to Canada and inlperishabJe in the annaJ
 of 
British history." In 1830. there were four steanwrs run- 
ning from Niagara, namely, the Canada
 lfiagara, Queens- 
ton. and A.lciope. 
The Niagara HarLor anù Do(;k COlnpany ,,,.as fornled 
in 1831, ,as is shown by a map. The nlarsh in front of 
the town was to be filled in, exca vations made for the 
"slip," a foundry built, and ,vharf constructed. Fronl 
different travellers who visited Xiagara at this time and 
by the aid of old newspapers we obtain information: 
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" November, 1832, the Dock Company is proceeding with 
great spirit and employing all hands that offer. A part of 
the marsh has been surrounded with a bank of clay from 
the high ground and the 'water pumped out with â steaul 
engine; a basin is thus formed to contain a number of 
vessels and is already excavated several feet below the 
water in the river and will be a safe place for vessels in 
the winter. This ,vill be a benefit to this delightful town. 
The nlarsh, which was a nuisance, ,viII be made useful, the 
renlainder, a .fine dry plain, being used to build on." 
"1833, The Niagara H. & D. Co. pays out 
300 weekly." 
July 27th, 1833: "The Union Jack was displayed on the 
engine house flagstaff, a number of guns fired in conl- 
Inemorating the lower end of the ways for hauling up 
vessels being laid down. The depth oÆ excavation is 
eighteen feet lower than the water in the river. .l\len are 
enlployed in planking up 
ts sides." On _\pril 23rd, 1831, 
the Directors of the Harbor and Dot'k COlnpany were 
Bobt. Dickson, Thomas 
leCormick, R. 
Ielville, Samuel 
Street, J anles Lockhart, L. Clement and J. Wagstaff. 
The president waR Robert Dickson. 
The names of tho
e who petitioned to fonn a joint stock 
company are given in the Act as J ames 
1uirhead, Robert 
Dickson, Thon1as Butler, Daniel 
facDougal, Ralph l\for- 
den Crysler, 'ViBiam Duff 
Iiller, Lewis Clement, John 
Crooks, Thomas l\lcCormick, James Lockhart, Robert IZ"ay 
and others of the town and neighborhood. 
In 1833 an addresR was presented to II. J. Boulton on 
going to England thanking hiln for his exertiolls in pro- 
(Ouring the charter for the Harbor and Dock COll1pany, 
the Bill for the Lateral Cut, and an l\ct for payment of 
war los:;es. The deputation l1Wt at Navy II all on the 
arrival .of the Canada from York. The Dock Company 
hoisted the Union Jack on the engine-house and fired a 
salute of cannon. They then lralked up to }1iller's Coffee 
House, where a colJation wa,; served. The address was read 
by T. Butler. 
The Honorahlp J olIn II anli1ton, honurable by nanle 
and by nature, has been called thp father of the luarine 
of l..ake Ontario, and owned many Ye
s(ll
. among theIn 
the Greal Britain, built at Pre
cott in 1828, and the 
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Queensfoft" built at Queenstol1 in 1824. The steanler United 
K ingdo'/n" hi
 property, left Niagara on her first trip in 
)lay, 1833. On Decenlher 21st, 1833, the advertisement 
of the lIarbor alHl Dor-k roulpany, signed J alnes Lock- 
hart, Secretary, :says they haye. at considerable ex- 
pellse, construe-ted a railway for hauling up steanl 
ycssels and others for repair, and gives charges 
per aay for 
tay. The 
tpalner Canada wa
 hauled up for 
rppair:::; forty acres have been reclaimed by the company. 
l\Irs. .T alne
Oll, in her '
Sunnncr Halnhles," in 1838. t'ays: 
,. The chief proprietor at the dockyards is Captain 
fel- 
ville, a puhlic-spirited. gODd-naturpd gentlenlan. rrwenty 
thousand pounùs ha
 heen expended on the work
, and there 
are now fifty worlnnen. A steanler was building, the hraR
 
,vork and castings all being of the first order." ,Yo H. 
Smith, gazetteer, tells in 1848, that 150 to 350 hands are 
employed, and gives a list of Yes
pls built here between 
1832 and 1845, nanlely, the steanlhoats Tl.al'eller" Experi- 
ment" Queen" GOl'e" C1:ty of Toronto" rrince.ç:.ç Ro!/al. 

t mel'ica, Chief Justice Robinson, Admiral" l?clijJse
. pru- 
pellerð Ad'-centul'e, Reagle" Traveller,. schooner::: ,1 es:o;ie 
JV'oods" Princes.f\" Fanny" Tnrollfo, Sovereign" ltlinos" Elne1"- 
ald" London, J)art" Oak, GeJn. Shalnrock" .Linn" 1Yrn. Ca.l/- 
ley" Shannoll" Clyde" Sha1Jll.ocl'" anù eighteen barge;:;, nIl 
of which giyes us a picture of growth in the town. r 11 
Sepiernber, ] 833. a lnulH.h is (lc
cribed, interesting' to us a
 
11l.inging- up the nan1é of our late beloyed qu(\pn: "Lannchefl 
011 thi
 rivpr to-day, a fine Hew :o;('hooner. huilt by a COln- 
pany, .T a
. L(wkhart. agent. 7:; feet long, 22 feet healn. 
clf'pth 8 fept. Rhe glided hpantifully into hpr nativf' ('1('- 
rnent ancl wa:-; (.hri:,tt>ne<l hy )1 i:::;, LOll i
a. Fi
her, of 
loll t- 
l'l.al, :uHl r('('piyed the llaBle or the }),.iuress 1'irto1"Ïa. tll4' 
presumpti\ e heire
s of the British throne. 

 \Tery ha]l(l- 
:-:ODle figure-head un the how, it is 
aicl, resenlhles the }'oun
 
prince(;;s. She wa
 takf>n into the dOf'k to be rigged, thf' 
fir
t \e

el that ha
 entered thi
 work." 

\.n old ae-count hook, whith SOlue would think unprolni
- 
ing Iuaterial for historical information, throws additional 
Jight. It is that of .J ohn Fraser, a sail Dlaker, who seenl
 
to have done an extellsiye busine

 in luaking and mending 
sails from 1839 to 18:)]. The names of Captains Richard- 
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son, Gordon and Dick occur, as also Andrew Heron and 
Jas. Lockhart. The nanles of sonle vessels occur frequently; 
these must have met with stornlS to destroy their sails: 
Princes

 80t'ereign
 Canada
 Gore, Perse1.,erance, Transit, 
Onta'l'io, B'll'l"l-ington, Superior, Niagara, Princess Royal, 
America, r'ity of Toronto, Chief Justice, Ad1niral, Indus- 
try, Arabian, J[assachusetts
 Ploughboy, and Fanny. The 
Chief Justice Robinson had a bow of peculiar construc- 
tion, an enormous cutwater like a double furrowed plough 
to cut through the ice, as she ran ,all winter. In a bill of 
that ùate ,vhich has been preserved, is an advertisenlent 
of a tenlperance excursion, presenting a woodcut of the 
City of Toronto, 1846, Captain Dick, and the lllodel of 
the hull is in existence, long used as a clock bracket by 
Edward Dixon. July 6th, 1847. "On Saturday last Cap- 
tain Sutherland's new iron steamer was launched in fine 
style and was christened the J1 agnet. The large number 
of spectators had the opportunity of viewing Her J\tlajesty's 
war steanler, Cherokee, which was lying at anchor. The 
steanlers Adrniral and Telegraph were -at the ,vharf also" 
rrhere are sonle stories which float about still of the cap- 
tains of these ve

eJs, many of thenl genial, ,vhole-soulecl 
men and able I
manlen. The captain of the lJlagnet was 
chief offic-cr of the ROHal JYilliam/
 the first vessel which 
crossed the Atlantic with steam all the way. The honor 
has been claimed for other vessels. but js justJy due to 
our 'Canadian s1canlf'r, which made the trip in 183

 ill 
nineteen days. _\ :;pecch of ,Captain IT. Richardson is 
rccorded regarding (iovernor Peregrine l\laitlanù: "..\s 
long as I cOlnInal1d the Canada and hayc a rag of color to 
hoist, Iny proudest day will be when it floats at her mast- 
head indicative of the pre:;ence and cOlunlands of the repre- 
sentative of my king." Of him also it is told that when 
the slave J\1:oseby 'was to be returned to the United States, 
he said, "Never shall the vessel I conlmand be used to 
return ,a fugitive to slavery." Oaptain Dick ,vas another 
fine exanlple of a cOlnInander, and Captain Milloy was thc 
beau ideal of a sailor, a kind, genial gentleman. Of later 
vessels many stj}l remember the night of the 21st of 
.\.ugust, 186B, when the Zirnmennan was burned at the 
wharf, and the weird sound of the steam escaping, which 
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Dr. Scadding has compared to the ,vail of a lost spirit. 
Poor Patrick Lawless, the ,vatchman, perished in the 
flames. The Cibola, burnt at Lewiston wharf, furnishes 
another tragedy, as a firenlan sleeping on board found hi
 
way of escape cut off by the flaIne
 and the horrified spec- 
tators saw hÏ1n looking out from a porthole, crying vainly 
for help. 
The Chicora, that f'tallllc-h anù tried old steanler, was 
built at Liyerpool for a Confederate blockade runner in 
1864. After she had been u
ed in this capaC'ity, at the 
clo:::;e of the war she was taken to Lake Superior, and to 
get through the locks of the 'YelJand Canal, was cut ill 
two, thirty feet taken out, then was joined together. Since 
Rhe was returned to Lake Ontario she has sailed between 
Toronto and Niagara tilJ 1913. ,A. ('uriou
 relic of her early 
hj
tory n1ay yet be seen on her ben, whieh is stamped with 
the nlotto "Letter R" (Let her be). 
The PerrleRs, built on the Clyde, 'and the work finÜ:;lwt} 
at Niagara, which sailed between Toronto and Queell
toll. 
afterwards hecanlc an 0('('31) f'teanlcr and her nanle wa
 
(.hanger1 to the America. She WH::; wrecked off Cape TIat- 
teras. The C1"1.11 of Toronto, built for rapt. )Iilloy inllllC- 
diately after the hurning- of thfl ZimnlPrmal1, "
a
 burned 
at Port Dalhousie. 
'rhe present Ye:'l
els of the Niagara Navigation rOIn- 
puny are peculiar in thi
, that the namCR alI end in tJw 
letter" A," as Chicora, Corolla, Oh;p]JP1I'a, raYl1ga, anll 
also th(' Cibola, which was burncd at Lewiston. 
On the large warehouse stilJ 
tanding- at the dock Inny 
he seen a reminder of the ve:'f'cls in early years, as on the 
floors appear in faded Jetter
 the word
 Great Rrifa;u: 
lVilliam IV.; St. Georg"; [Tnifer! ](inr;dorn; Coùourg: 
(1ommodore Barrie; Canada; Schooners; /")howing- the placc 
alJotted for 
torage for <-,(\C'11 of the
e Yes
eJ:-;. 
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ASSEJ[BLIJi}S
 BALLS AND CEL1?Rll..1TIONS. 


OK the 4th of June, 1793, Simcoe held a levee at Navy 
Hall and in the evening gave a ball. Dancing took place 
from 7 to 11 o'clock, then supper followed. T\venty 
handsome ladies and sixty gen tlelnen were preRen t. In 
1797, a ball and supper \vas given by \'olunteers to J\tlrs. 
Miles 
iacdonell, to which all the ladies and gentlemen with- 
in thirty n1Ïles were invited, as \ve find stated in a letter of 
Elmsley. An advertisement in ] 797 telJs of a dancing 
a
senlbly held on St. Andrew's Night. In 1799 If on. H. 
1Ian1ilton gave a 1110l"t elegant (linneI', tu whi('h thirty Seot- 
tiRh gpntlemen and t\\

lYe othe]'
 sat dO\'..'ll. "Xo d i UIlCI' 
givpn in Canada has heeIl equa1." 
I n the parPr
 of thp:-:e (lay:-: arc found the following 
notices: 
1800.-Nexf 
 ewark ,A.8
Gnlbly. J auuary 18th, at the 
Yellow House; subscribers to pay $2. 
1801.--Fir
t Nia:.mrH ASf'f'lnhly at th(' )T pllow 1 Iou::;(>, 
'riekeh; nlay he had rrOll) 3'1.ark]c (111(1 IT au1ilton, or the 
Illanage1'R. 
1802.-A ha II {\ I Hobl'rt II all1Ï Hou \; 011 lhe Queen's 
hirthday. 
1807.-"' rfhr Liputpnant-nOVPrllOI" will hold a. levee at 
I he .conln1if;8
 ria!. OfIiecr:;' Quarters at Niagara 011 the 4th 
of Jun(1. There will br H hall Hnd 
uppe[' at the Counc>il 
f[ou:-:e for 
n('h ladie
 and g-entJenwll as have been pre- 

ent.ed to the Lirut.-Güyernor and 
rr
. Oore." In a letter 
in thè (TIJller Cal1(ula Gazelle of ,June 1 :3th, the ball is 
(lcR('rilw(l, "Sixtf'en huudrctlInilitia \vprc in a linc on fll(' 
plains. 'rhe hall COnlJ11en('('d at, 8 p.Hl. in the Couneil 
}IOll
('. ...\ tf'luj)oraJ'Y huilding- was f'Ollueeted vlith this fur 
RUppf1r. 'rwo hundr(ld 
at clown in H 1'00111 eighty fept 
long. )11'8. Gore and the lIon. n. HanlÎltou led off the 
r1ancc. Fifty eouple:.-; wpre on thc floor till one o'dock, 
then supper was sérvec1. EYf'rything rare and good ,vas 
141 
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thC'rc, llntl good duunpagnc aud burgundy, ch.. T)ancing 
wa
 kept up till daylight. Goyernor Gore dined afterwar<<1s 
\rith the Agri(.ultural Satictv at thc Hon. R. TT amilton's, 
whcre a ::'UIUptuous banquet 
\ras proyided." ,. In 18] 7 tIll'} 
officers of the 70th Regiment gave a dinner, ball and supper 
to a large party in their mess rOOll1. Dancing waR kept 
up till fiv
 in the J11orning." In 1830, a Dancing Academy 
\vas conducted at J. )IiHer's Ban Rooln. This \vas called 
the 
tone Barrack
, now the 1Iasonic IIall. In 1832, 
an adverti
ement in Tit e G7eaner 
aYs: "The ncxt .Asseln- 
hly will take place at Crysler's IIot
1 on 
Ionday eYenin
, 
)[arch lOth. Signed, Robert Dickson, Chaq. Richardson, 
.T ohn .claus, Esqs., )lanager
." In 1811, a letter to Gen- 
cral Brock fronl Colonel Kempt, Quebec, says: "I have 
just received a long letter from )[rs. }Iurray, giving TIIC 
an account of a splendid ball giyen by you to the beau 
1nonde of Niagara and its vicinity, and the nlannrr in 
which she speaks of your liberality and hospitality relnil}(l
 
Inc of the many plea
ant hours I ha"e passed under your 
roof. 1Ye have no such parties now." In a private jonrnal 
of General Lincoln, who with Beverley Randolph and 'rinl- 
oth.v Pickering, Commissioners, canle to treat with Indian::: 
at Niagara, \vhere they were detained sonle time, he write:-: 
of the ball .of the 4th of June, 1793, the King's birthday: 
"rr'he music and dancing "ra
 good, everything was con- 
ducted with propriety. 'Yhat exeited the hest feelings of 
the heart was the ea:::-e and affection 'with which the ladi{':; 
nIet each other, although there werr a number prescnt \\"ho:,r 
Jnother
 sprang from the aboriginc
 of the C'ountry. rrhry 
appcarcd as ,veIl dre

ed as the company in general (I}Hl 
intermixed with theln in a mauner whi(.h evinced a1 oncc 
the di o-nity of their own mind
 and the good 
en
c of 
others./'"' rr'hese ladie
 ro

es
ed great ingenuity and inùu
- 
try find (1e
erYe grcat n1crit for the education they ha'
c 
received. owing principally to their own industry, as thp}r 
fathpr, Sir ,rUl. .Tohn
on, "
a
 drafl. ThC'ir lHothcr was the 
notecl )lohawk rriJlcr

, ){oHy Brant, sister of Captain 
.J oseph Brant." 
In Th c Gleallrr for lR2G I
 (lcs('ribrc1 the Burns' celehra- 
tjon, "at whif'h forty ;-;at down to a 
nnlpt1J()U
 llilnquct:' 
.Tanlrf-: 'fnirlJParl êllHl 1.(wtor Hamilton ilid the h{}nor
. 
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Aftpr the ('loth was remoyed the following toasts 
were drullk, thc music being furnished by the band 
of the 76th Reginlent: (1) To the menlory of Robert 
Burns, Tune, "I'Dl wearin' awa', Jean"; (2) rehe King. 
.F'our rrinle
 Four," "'Go(1 Sa YC the I\illg"; (;3) The Land 
of Cakc
, " I(ail Brosc "
 (-!) Hose. 
hanlrock ana Thistle, 
" All who of Britain bear the nanle"; (5) Earl of Dal- 
}lousie, "British Grenadiers"; (6) Sir Peregrine l\tlait- 
land, "British Grenadiers"; (7) Scotch bairns, Scotch 
wives and all who lie in Scotclunen's arms, "Come under 
nlY plaidie"; un ,r oodCl1 walls of Great Britain. " Unlc 
Britannia"; (9) Duke of York and the Army, "Duke of 
York"; (10) Lady Sarah lVlaitland and Canadian Fair, 
" Green grow the rashes, 0"; (11) rrhe Great Unknown, 
" A nlan's a n1an for a' that"; (12) 'Vashington Irving, 
"\Vhite Cockade" 
 (13) The Greek Cause, "Scot'S wha 
hae wi' 'Vall ace bled." Sonle of the true sons of Cale- 
donia continued till Ian early hour next mürning. It is 
not at all likely that these toasts ,vere drunk in water as 
,vould probably be the case at the present day. The three 
last toasts, particularly, are suggestive of that part of the 
century. The authorship of the 'Va verley n.ovels was openly 
acknowledged a few months later at a public dinner, when 
Scott f.ound himself under a load .of debt which he nobly 
strove to disC'harge by herculean exertions. \Vashing- 
ton Irving was his friend and Lord Byron had died Ín 
Greece helping those ,vho were striving for independence, 
not gained till the hattle .of Navarino in 1827. Sir Pere- 
grine 
Iai tland and Lady Sarah Maitland had their reRi- 
denC'e nearby. 
There have been several remarkable meetings, celebra- 
tions and gatherings both in early times and down to 
present days. At a procession from Government House 
across the C.ommon on the 16th of October, 1812, at the 
firRt funeral of General Rrock. soldiers of the 41st the 
n1ilitia, and two hundred Indians, formed a street th;ough 
which the cortege with the bodies of the two lleroes who 
had given their lives for their country passed. rrhis ex- 
tended all the way to Fort George, where they were buried. 
Tn 1R20, on 
[ay 1 Sth, whpn George IV. ('ame to thf\ 
throlle, a prof'eRsion was fornlerl at the Court House (now 
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the \r cstcrn llolne) at t\\'elve o'e]o{'k. "The garrison had 
c{)mlnenced firing Ininute gun
 at 10.30. The High Sher- 
iff pror1ainled Georgp ] yo. King, whi('h was greeted by 
:-:ix cheer
 front n1Ïlitia and ciyilians. 'fhc procession then 
moved ill regular forluation through the town in the fol- 
lowing order: Two trunlpeters on horseback, .Colollel J ohu- 
son, n1ilitary cOlnnlandant, staff officers
 hand of Inusic, 
guard of thp 68th Regiment, l)eputy Sheriff on horseback 
(H. Leonard), conncil1ors, magistrates, officers of the court, 
('onRtables
 and others. Proclamation was 111ade in differ- 
ent part
 of the town, and a royal salute was fired fronl thp 
Garrison
 and the <lay cnc1en with the grcate
t joy and 
hafluony." 
Four ycar
 after this anothcr proce

ion of a different 
kind left the town. On O('tol>pf 13th
 182-1, the rein- 
terment of General Brock took place at Queenston 
lIeights, a monlunent having he en erected there. The 
wpath
r wa
 fine and n large concour
e of people had 
a
scmblea frolll all parts of the country. The hearse, 
('overed by black cloth, was drawn by four black horses 
with black ('o(t('hnlcll. 'fhe First and Fourth Regiments 
of Lincoln 
liljtia, 76th Hegiment, and Royal Artillery, 
r ndian chiefs, citizelt
, with a long cavalcade of horsemen 
and ('arriage
, thr{'(\ hunclrrt1 yehicles, five persons in each, 
rnadp up thc pro('p:o::sion, thi
 taking three hours to reach 
f hp Jl cight
. 'rhCl"(, were 2,lOfl troops and R,OOO civilians 
pnh::ent at t.he 1110111111\(1l1f. A ...o1plnn pause occurred ,vhen 
f he 
r()f wa
 rpadwd whpf(' Brock fell. 
"rom the Heights 
t hf' lengt hl'llpd (.oJtulln wÏJHling slowly up the steep ascent 
ga\"fI a fine ctf"d 
 P
')p(.ja I1.v wlwn 
urrounded by such 
(,()}11:l n tic sccnery. 
Tlu. political IlH,C'ti ng" j 11 1 H:J2 at t hl
 Court flousp with 
ilw rind ulCpt'ing:, iJl thp o-pen air and in the building 
with a1l the in-fl'('lill.
 thl1
 rOll
(,cl
 TIl11St haye been an 
ex(.it i ng scpnc. 
'rhp :3fJth of .1uly, 18-10, 
(iW another gathering. Thi
 
t inw th(' pro('c
sion was on the water as well as the land. 
The mOnUJl1ent of IHt-l ha' ing been Fhattered by the deed 
of thp miscrpant Lett, a monster n1eeting was held at 
Ql1Ppn
ton IT eight::::. Steam vessels left King:o::ton, Cobourg, 
IIanÜlton and Toronto, ann. reaching the mouth of the 
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river about ten o'clock, formed a line and ascended the 
river with the Government steamer, containing Sir George 
Arthur and staff, leading the way. A long procession 
of Royal Artillery, 1st Dragoon Guards, with their glitter- 
ing helmets, 93rd Highlanders in full costume, old vet- 
eTans, Indians, and a vast concourse of people proceeded 
on shore. The cheers of those on the ships were replied 
to by cheers from land. Eleven resolutions were passed, 
and as this gave opportunity to the mover and seconder to 
speak
 it may be imagined that it was evening before the 
twenty-two speeches were nlade, all showing the intense 
lov.e and admiration felt for General Brock. 
Of a very different nature was the next celebration, that 
of the taking of Sebastopol, October 3rd, 1853. The news 
came at six o'clock: extras were sent out frolH The Mail 
office to eager crowds, while the church bells were ringing 
and the Niagara band hastily turned out and an impromptu 
bonfire was lit on the common. The next day flags were 
rai
ed on the court house, churches and the vessels in the 
harbor. A subscription was taken up for a celebration in 
the evening, which included a bonfire, fireworks, torchlight 
processions, three cheers at the court house, and three 
times three for the Queen, Emperor and allied army. 
l\Iany of the crowd remained till morning, singing, danc- 
ing and firing cannon. 
In the year 1860 a game of lacrosse, or, as called 
by the Indians themselves "bagataway," was played on the 
common between the Mohawks and Senecas, the former of 
Grand River, the latter from New York State. An im- 
mense number of Indians, men, women and children, accom- 
panied then1. The game lasted for many hours, thousands 
of spectator:-: eagerly watching the contest, which was fin- 
ally won by the Seneca
. ::\fany grinl menlories are evoked 
hy this game, f.or when Pontiac formed the plan of driving 
out the British, the first step 'was the taking of ten forts, 
seven of which were aC'tnally gained. ,At l\IichillÜnackinac 
the Indians gained entrance hy playing ,a game of lacrosse, 
throwing the ball purposely over the wall, and the senti- 
nels, who were eagerly .watching the game, gave entrance. 
rrhe Indian women stood near with tomahawks under 
their hlankets, which they handed to the horde of enter- 
11 



146 


TIISTOTIY OF NL.\GL'\R
\. 


ing players, and a fcarful llla

al're ensued. The sanlC 
plan was tried at Dctroit and only failed fron1 an Indian 
girl disclosing it to Gladwyn, t.he young commander. 
In the last twenty years Niagara has been the scene 
of no les
 than six ('entennials-that of the landing of the 
1Tnitcd Enlpire Loyali
ts, 1784, the formation of the 
Provinec and the firHt Parliament, 1792, the organization 
of 
t 1Iark's ('ongregation, 17f)2, the building of St. 
,Andre\\ '5 Churc.h, 1794, the centennial of the High School, 
then ('aIled thc (1rannnar School, the fourth in date in the 
Province, 1808, and lastly, the fornlation of the Niagara 
Light Dragooll
, 18] 2. 
On A.ugust ] 1 th, 1884, 1hc eOlnInelnoration of the com- 
ing of the TJnited Enlpire LoyaJists was helf1. A. platform 
was erected on the Cûnnnon, and many ae
('endants of the 
I.Jo.valist
 werc prcsent. Thirty chiefs from Grand Rivcr, 
with their flag
 and hand of nlusic, and others fronl the 
Bay of Quinte also canle. T
loquent speeches were Inade 
hy Lieutenant-Governor Hobin
on, Colonel Denison, Scna- 
tor Plumh, 'Ynl. T
irby, Chief Rill, Chief Snlith, ,rnl. 
Hamilton Merritt, Bishop Fuller, and others. Robert X. 
Ball was f'hairnlan, bcing a descendant of Jacob Ball, who 
caIne in 1780. A war dalH'e wa
 perfornled by the Indiall
 
at thc dose of the nleeting. 
At the celebration in IH!)2, hcld at Fort George a1Hl in 
the town park, Licutenant-Govcrnor Fitzpatrick spoke, as 
also did Sir Oliver )Iowat, the Prcnlier of Ontario. The 
other centennials arc 111cntioned on other pages. 
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CHAPTER XX. 
GR01VTH OF THE TOfVN AJlD CHANGES. 


EARLY travellers speak of the tnwn ,as having, in its :first 
decade, five hundred inhabitants. \Vhell it was burned in 
1813 it is said there were five hundred people left hOllle- 
less. 'rhis might perhaps represent 800, counting the lllen 
serving in the nÜlitia, tho
e nlade prisoners and sent away, 
and those who had removed to safer quarters before or 
after the Alnericans took possession. In 1822 there was 
a population of 1,086. Fronl 1832 to 1848 .was the period 
of greatest growth and population, frOUl the Harbor and 
Dock IColnpany employing so many men in boat building. 
\Ve find in descriptive .works that Niagara is credited with 
a population of -1:,000, but in the census return taken in 
the town in 184:7 there \ras 
hown a population of 3,058, 
the school population being 792; but this nlay or may not 
include the n1Ïlitia stationed here. In an address presented 
to Doctor Mc)lurray, and the reply, there is a slight sketch 
of changes in the town SÌIH'C his eonlÌng in 1857. " The 
town was then in ,a prosperous condition, severallnanufac- 
tories employed hundred
 of artisans. Niagara was then 
the county town, but now, in 1873, the luanufactories haye 
collapsed, fires have devastated the business localities, Nia- 
gara has ceased to be the county town, hundreds of the 
population have n1Ïgrated, but the prospects of summer 
visitors taking up their residence and the steel factory 
being opened, gives hopes of clnploynlcnt to nlany." 
It is indeed relnarkable how nlallY industries have closed 
their doors, involving Inany in loss. The failure of 
the ship-building éompany, car factory, knitting factory, 
tannery, steel 'works, \vith the rCllloval of troops, and the 
fact of Niagara écasing to he tl
. county town and the con- 
E-equent reilloval of the otJi('ial
. had an effect in checking 
ad vancemen t. 
From old papers are gleanecl lllany curious items during 
the twenties. In 1822 Hobert Gourlay states that peaches 
147 
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flourish in Niagara, but this, of course, must have been in 
1818 and 1819 ,vhile he ,vas there. In 1825 J. Breaken- 
ridge writes to Docoor Baldwin that he has agreed to buy 
a pianoforte from 
frf'. Ross, for !:67 15s. 8d., and llIUS{C 
of the value of !:7 10s. In 1826 the schooner ][ichi,qan 
was sent over the falls with different .animal
 on board. 
r:rhirty thousand people were present as spectators. Strange 
to say, the court adjourned at Niagara to see the sight. 
On October 13th, 14th, anù 15th of that year there ,va:-; 
surprisingly hot \\ cather, when the thermomcter stood at 
!)4, 85, and 93 degrees. 
]n 1830 John Grahaln 'and J ohn 
Iartinaale, of Niagara 
hrewery, advertised for twenty thousand bushels of barley. 
The Gleaner, in 1832, in speaking of the growth of the 
town, says :" The settlement began in 1784. The town 
and frontier was desolated in 1812, yet now, where all wa
 
a wilderness forty years ago, the town contains 1,500 souls, 
has many retail stores and eight ,\
hole:5ale stores." 
In 1830 a board of directors was appointed from the 
Rank of Upper Canada in town, with Tholnas 1IcCormick 
as banker. At the sanle tinle the C0l1ln1ercial Bank had 
an offire in town, wi,th James Lockhart agent. 111 183a 
there ,vas a meeting of inhabitant
 to take lleCe:5Sary 
tep
 
to construct a railway between Niagara and Lake Erie. 
J alnes }'iuirhead wa
 chairman, .and the resolutions .were 
nloyed and secoIHled by the following gentlemen: E. C. 
Calnpbell, Dr. Telfer, T. McCormick, D. 
[cDougal, H. 

Ielville, J anles Lockhart, W. D. ßliller, 'Yillialn Clarke, 
J. Stocking and L. Clement. 
Frequent references are lnade to the abundaur(> of fish 
caught. In December, 1833, eighteen seines were going, 
and each haul hrought in fronl two hundred to fiye hun- 
dred fine whitefish. 
In 1847 reference i::, lnadc to the typhu5 fevcr broug-ht 
by elnigrants frolH Ireland. Fortunately there were fcw 
eases in the town, but we to-day know front othcr bourccs 
1hat therc \vere forty deaths alnong the feyer-3tricken in the 
hospital proviùed. The telegraph was estahlished to Quecn
- 
tOll and a letter shows the al110unt paid out personally by 
Judge Calnpbell to keep the office open. In 1849 there is 
an account of a bear killed at John 'V. Ball's. 
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On April 18th, 1855, a remarkable tornado at seven in 
the morning did considerable damage, but going in a slant- 
ing line, left untouched everything else but the places 
mentioned. The roof was taken off St. Andrew's Church, 
and the next thing struck was a daguerreotype car, standing 
in what is now the park, which had its contents scattered 
as far as the common. The next leap nlade was to the 
car works at the dock, two of the building8 being levelled 
to the ground. The buildings were two hundred feet by 
seventy feet in size and the loss 
10,000. This happened 
on a f.ast-day proclaimed by the Government, or one 
hundred workmen would probably have been killed. 
In 1847 and 1848 we are told of flocks of pigeons in such 
llul11bers that the light was obscured. On a Sunday in 
March a flock described as a mile wide and one hun- 
dred and sixty nlÍles long, took over four hours, from 7.30 
to 12 o'clock noon, to fly over the town. SOlnetimes they 
flew so low rthat they were killed by the boys with clubs. 
Relnarkable tales are told of the number killed with one 
shot, ranging frOlTI seven to forty. At ,a luncheon at the 
launch of the Canada in July, 1854, pigeon pie wars much 
in evidence. For many years these flights of pigeons have 
not been seen. 



CH.A.PTER XXI. 
THE ]I.1YORS OF NI.1GARA 
lND TIlE T01VN 
RECORDS. 


As mentioned previously, the town and township held 
their meetings together frOlTI 1793 t.o 1837, but in 1845 
the town was set apart a
 a lnunicipality on l\Iay 6th, and 
the record of 1846 calls it the second year of incorporation. 
Instead of :\layor and Council as no,v, there was a Board 
of Police of five nlelubers; at the nleeting on 
lay 6th, 
1R:1-5, the ifilembers were A.ndrew IIeron, Jr., Alex. C. Halll- 
ilton, J aBIes Harvey, Riehan1 ,y ag
taff and Riehard 
1iller, 
Esqs. The nleeting wa
 held in the council roonl; after 
taking the oath of offk
 they eJected Richard )Iiller as 
president. Afterwards I..:aac H. Johnson was chosen town 
clerk; the treasurer wa
 rrhomas McCornlick; the bailiffs 
and ('onstable
 were Ni('holas \r all, .John N ('
bit, rrholnas 
'Vhitten, George Foley and Patrick Finn; the assessors 
were James Blain, John Swinton and Lewis Clenlent. 
In 1846 A. C. Hamilton was president, John Sinlpson 
held the office in 1847 and 1848, anù .Alexanc1e'r Davidson 
in 18-19; in 1850 he bccanle the first lllayor. J n 1847 the 
Board of Police was asked by the Governnlcnt to furm itself 
into a Board of Health, to provide for the wants of the 
fever-stricken immigrants. rrhe nlelubers that year 'wert) 
John Simpson, ...\ndrew Heron, Thon13s )IcCormirk, James 
Boulton and A. Davidson. 
The llleetings of the Board of l'o]Íee geeln to have been 
very frequent. The arrangements nlade for providing plank 
sidewalks seem very e{;unomical and bring up names ilnd 
residences alnlo
t forgotten: "On.l une 12th, ordered 
that the planking and cro
:-;ways ulCutiollCd he done as soon 
as convenient: From 'Y})[Hl"S curner to Tloward"R. from 
Vary's to Christie's, from CJerlf'h's corner to Burk's, fronI 
the British Hotel to George' 'Vinterbottom's, from llarring- 
ton's hotel to 
lr. 'Cameron's, from Dr, "7'hiteJa,v's to 
Downs & Co. The aboye planking to be four fect wide; 
150 
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crossings from McCormick's to the dock, a plank .walk 
fron1 \Vagstaff's corner to Miller and Boomer's office; fronl 
Down's corner to 'Vhan & McLean's, from Christie's corner 
to Cook's, fronl British Hotel to Shillitoe's corner, frolll 

Icl\Iullen's corner to Dr. 'Vhitelaw'
, fronl David Lock- 
hart's corner to 
1:iss Eedson's school Planking two feet 
wide to be done in Irish town, and two feet in width fronl 
J anles Boulton's to corner opposite John Hall's, \vith a 
sidewalk the sanle in width past 
Ir. Creen's to the 
Scotch church, crossing from l\Iorley's corner to l\Irs. 
Clench's, planking from that leading to the 1\1:ethodist 
church, to Thompson's schoolhouse, four feet in width." 
At a later nIee.ting it was moved that B. Bonner be 
appointed market clerk, high bailiff, bell ringer
 inspector 
of chirúneys and poundkeeper, at a 
alary of Æ75 a year. 
One of the council objected to this lnunificent salary as 
an unnecessary expenditure of the public funds. 
In 1846 Alexander Chetwood IIan1Ïlton was chotien pre. 
sident of the Board, and they proceeded to adveri;ise for 
plans, etc., for 3: court house and luarket house, the cost 
not to exceed Æ3,OOO; but we find that the building cost 
twice that modest Slun. lVlr. John Simpson was the thirrl 
president .of rthe Board and held the office the next year 
al
o, and Alexander Davidson the follo\ving year; thi
 
paved the way for hi
 being chosen the fin;t mayor i1) 
January, 1850. 
Niagara ,vas regularly incorporated as a to,vn with five 
wards-St. Lawrence, St. George, St. David, St. Patrick 
and St. Andrew-each returning three councillors, the 
mayor being selected fronl among themselves; but since 
1860 there are but three wards-Eastern, 'Centre, and 
'Vestern-each returning two councillors, the mayor and 
reeve being elected by the vote of the people. In 1847 a 
census of the town gave a population of 3,058. 
An item in a Niagara newspaper of 18-18 recalls days of 
excitement in the tOWll, in which a reward of fifty dollafl:5 
is -offered by the council for the discovery of the body of 
,J ohn 
IcClymollt, stolen from Si. Andrew's graveyard. 
This was supposed to be done by two young medical stu- 
dents. The town was searched and excitement rose high, 
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which was only allayed by finding that the body had been 
returned over the graveyard fence at night. 
From the records many well-nigh forgotten incidents 
are gleaned. The :first reference to the park occurs in 1851; 
and it is referred to again in 1852, 'when the four acres 
belonging to the Ordnance Department in front of Barr's 
Arcade are asked for. 
A poster of 1851 is in existence containing eighteen regu- 
lations for the good of the town, signed by George Boolner, 
mayor, being a by-law of the town council, comulencing, 
"'Vhereas it is expedient to make certain by-laws for the 
regulation and good governnlent of the town of Niagara, 
be it therefore enacted that it shall not be lawful for any 
person ,to be seen in the streets of Niagara in a state of 
drunkenness, neither shall it be lawful for any person to 
swear or use obscene language, neither shall it be lawful 
to abuse or ill-treat any animal on the public streets, 
neither shall it be lawful to fire a gun or set off any squibs 
or firecrackers within the said town," etc. The observance 
of some of these regulatiol1
 at the present tiIne would be 
conducive to law, order and humanity. 
The :first mayor was Alexander Davidson, lllentioned in 
other papers as postlllaister, editor of the J.lail
 and author 
of the Canada Spelling Book. This was in 1850. His 
successor was Geo. Boolller, in 1851, and the next, 1852-6, 
John Simpson, editor of the Chronicle
 afterwards member 
of Parliament and Deputy AFsistant Auditor-General. His 
name appears in 18-17 as president of the Board of Police 
and Board of Health. J. 
I. La wder became mayor in 
1857 ; he afterwards was made judge of the county of Lin- 
coln. L.}L 1iercer followed in 1858; F. A. B. Clench, 
1859-60; Dr. R. 
1. Wilson, 1861-2; Henry Paffard, 1863- 
74 ; John Bishop, 1875; H. Paffard, 1876-80; S. H. Fol- 
lett, 1881-2 ; ,Yo 'Vinterbottoll1, 1883 (perhaps the youngest 
mayor ever elected) ; H. A. Garrett, 1884-5; ,Yo A. l\filloy, 
another youthful lllayor, 1886-7; II. Patrard, 1888-96; 
T. F. Best, 1897-1901; James Aikens, 1902-3; 'Villiam 
Miller, 1904-5; Dr. Anderson, 1906; J. de ,Yo Randall, 
1907-9; James Aikins, 1910-11; J. de 'V. Randall, 1912-3. 
Mr. H. Paffard has enjoyed the unique honor of being 
mayor of the town for twenty-six years. To his energy, 
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good taste and persistence is due our beautiful town park, 
and -also the shady streets, with their beautiful elnls, 
maples and lindens, which add so llluch to the beauty of the 
town. It was not without opposition that this was done. 
I remember his telling tile ihat the first grant given for 
purchasing trees was only twenty-five dollars. His skill 
as a horticulturist, as exelnplified in his garden, with its 
choice grapes and peaches, and even figs grown in the open 
air, was a warrant for this matter being entrust'ed to his 
good taste. 
The court house was built in 18-17; a statement in 1852 
gives the money expended on it as !:6,000, and !:1,000 on 
the Ten 
Iile Creek road, !:GOO on nlacadamizing the roads 
and placing 'eight miles of plank walks in the town. A 
reference to the Erie and Ontario Railway occurs in 1852. 
Sir Francis Hincks was then the menlber of Parliament 
for Niagara. 
From 1845 to 1856 the records are in the clear, almost 
copperplate, writing of I. H. Johnson, evidently done with 
a quill pen. This period of eleven years is surpassed by 
that from 1856 to 1880, the records being in the distinct 
writing of John Rogers. The next town clerk was Daniel 
Servos, from 1880 to 1889 (the records also well kept), 
who was succeeded by Russell "Vîlkinson, 1889 to 1898. 
l\ir. Wilkinson was a skilled draughtsman, and the records 
in his handwriting are remarkably clear. The next town 
clerk was J. H. Burns, 1898 to 1910, who was succeeded 
by 'V. E. Lyall. 
The office of reeve has been held by L. "\V. Mercer, Wil- 
liam Kirby, S. H. Follett, Thomas Rowland, T. P. Blain, 
John Bishop, W. H. J. Evans, J. F. Greene, James Aikins, 
and that of chief constable by Bever Bonner, 1845 to 1865 ; 
Robert F'izette, 1866 to 1875; William Curtis, 1875-86; 
and R. Reid for a period of twenty-six years, from 1886 
to 1912. 
The price of bread was at first regulated by the Council; 
very often it was sixpence the four-pound loaf, but in 1855 
it was tenpence, 'as the price of flour was eight dollars a 
barrel. In 1847 there is a reference to sick immigrants; 
Dr. Rolls and Dr. MelviUe waited on them; the money of 
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decèa
eù inlnligranb; was returned to the Ingpector- 
General. 
In 185-1, when the Clergy Heserve question ,vas settled, 
a btatenlent is given that t2
7 ,:
2! wa
 to be cliyided for 
rùucational purposes alllong the nluniripalities. The popu- 
lation of the town was then 3,3-:1-0 by the last census; that 
of Upper ,Canada being 952,00-:1-, the proportion to the to,Vll 
lH_'ing 
1,040. This 
tatenlent is signed by ,John 
inlp- 

on, L. 'V. 1\Iercer, John I)oweH ana Andrew Heron. 
In 1856 the .lamented decease of the town clerk, I. H. 
Johnson, is referred to, and in 1t;57 a cOlnplimentary 
resolution appear
 to John SiInpson on his retirenlellt. 
In this year the question of the change of county town to 
St. ratharineR ('(:lIne up. opposed hy ,T. C. l\Iorrison, the 
nlember for Niagara, and the question loo111ed up of the 
debt of the town; fron1 this ensuerl a very troublous period 
for the Town Couneil, and this fills nUlllerous page
 of the 
lninutes for 111allY years, all re:-;ultin
 froBl the Jihcrality 
of the Consolidated ßlunicipal Loan Fund in lending 
money, lllany lllunicipalities bcing in the sanle position, 
and causing llluch discussion in the Legislature before relief 
was granted. ,A, Inenlorial was sent to the Legislative COUI1- 
('il re the Erie and Onta.rio Railroad. The sub
cribed stock 
wa
 
15.000, and there wa
 ]pnt to tlw ('onlpany -ß5.3,OOO; 
the whole, now f70,OOO, wa
 borrowed fronl the Con:-;o]i- 
dated 11unicipal Loan Bund. The nlenlorial pray
 for 
l'P]ief, as the railroad is unproduetive. 
In 1860 there i
 H resolution of synl}Jathy 011 the death 
of Judge Campbel1, .and on August 14th an adùre
s to the 
Prince of \Vales, afterwards Edward VII., on his visit to 
Niagar,a; a reference was nlade in it to the visit of his 
grandfather the Duke of T
ent :--ixty-eight years ago. In 
the minutes was also a reference to the laùies and gentle- 
men who had helped in the erection and decoration of the 
arches. 
The
e "
ere troublous times, as through the los
 from 
the challge of the county town, the diffif'ulty with the rail- 
road, thc arrears due thr GOYCrIllUent, the different agree- 
Dlents with 'V. A. 'fhonu:on, lawyers' opinion
, and appeals 
to Legislature, the town officials had no sinecure. 
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In 1863, 
Ir. Henry Paffard became mayor, which office 
he held at that tinle consecutively for twelve years. 
In 1865 an attenlpt was lllade to obtain compensation 
for the outlay for the court house, on which $50,000 had 
been expended. Eventually as we follo\v the n1Ïnutes dur- 
ing the following years we find the SUlll of $8,000 was 
granted, and of this $5,000 was to be invested in the 
Queen's Royal Hotel should $20,000 'be subscribed, and fin- 
aHy there was presented to 'Captain Dick, the proprietor, 
the whole $8,000. In the saIne year, 1865, 1\Ir. ICirby, the 
reeve, went to Quebec to present a petition to the Legis- 
lative A
sembly regarding the cJ.aÜll of the town for C0111- 
pensation. 
An entirely different subject gives relief to these ditft- 
cult matters, as referenee is 111a.de to two hundred orna- 
mental trees heing planted on the streets, and in 1866 
a plan was drawn up for planting the park with trees, the 
eomn1Ïttee being the IHayor, 
IeRsrs. Follett, Kirby, ])aly 
anò Cathline. An effort w'aR made in 1867 to obtain the 
Engineers' quarters a
 the s.i te for a hotel. '{'hanks are 
rendered to Angus 1Iorrison, 'V. I
irby and H. Paffard 
for help given in the late county town arbitration. Vari- 
0us proposals seem to have been luade "with regard to the 
old jail and the preRent court house; the first waR offered 
for sale to the Freemasons, and the f'ourt house and three 
acres of land to Trinity College. 1 n 1869 the jail was 
bought by 1\Iiss Rye, and has sin('e then hepn rallcd the 
'Vestern Home; it sheltered over five thousand of the waifs 
a1'1d strays of the old land, for wholn homes haye later 
been pro\
ided. 
In 1870, and at different latcr datcs, applil'àtion
 were 
Inade to the Governn1ent for the strip of land fronl the 
Hotel to Fort 1\Iississauga for park purposes. 
...\ statelnent drawn up hy the lllayor, in 1876, of the 
settlement "with the Governn1ent. giveR a clear idea of the 
state of affairs concerning the loan. ->-\rany municipalities 
were heavily in debt to the Governlnent, having borrowed 
for purposes which turned out disastrously, and the interest 
accumulating, the debt becanle enorJllously increased; fears 
were expressed by the property-holders that a forced sale 
might be held. One municipality had borrowed $280,000 
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in 1854; in 1873 the principal and interest amounted to 
$619,000. In the case of Niagara, money had been bor- 
rowed to invest in the Erie and Ontario Railway, \vhich 
became insolvent, and the railway was sold to ,Yo A. Tholn- 
son for $15,000 cash and a mortgage of $45,000. An A(.t 
had been passed in 1874 to relieve Niagara on paynlent of 

14,OOO. 
The whole difficulty takes up lllany pages of the recordð; 
the statement of the nlayor, the opinion of flon. Stephen 
Hichards, the speeches at public meetings of lIon. \V. II. 
Dickson and Ron. J. B. Plumb are referred to, and the 
opposition of Mr. J os. 1\::erby, but thr 111atter was happily 
settled. In 1878 the railroad ,vas transferred to the Canada 
Southern, to be extendeò to Fort Erie. 
In 1880 fh-e hundred trees were plallteù to 111ake an 
avenue 'across the conlnlOll. Tn] 88.
 a honus was granted 
to the Fort George .L\ssenlbly or Chautauqua or Niagara 
A.ssembly and electric lights were insta]led, snpplied by 
the Assembly. Fort 1\lississauga was repaired by the Gov- 
ernment aniJ. a caretaker's housr built, the town under- 
taking to Rupply a caretaker. In 1889 the question of 
waterworks for the town wa
 (li
cu

ed and $30,OO{) was 
ordered to be borrO"weò and electric light
 to be supplied 
to the .f'alllp. Tn 1893 the Hei:;;lf\r system of electric lights 
'was adopted. 
Ir. 'Y. .H. J. Evans, then reeve, took great 
interest in the question and strongly aclvocated the instal- 
lation. The mayor at that time 'vas I-Ienrv Paffard. 
The placing of ceInent pavements throug}i the to\\J1 was 
carried out during the nlayoralty of J. de 'V. Randall, 
in 1910-11, J. F. Greene being ree\e. and also the ::econd 
electric light sy
tem from Niagara Fal1s power. 
It was remarked at the tinle of the death of T. F. Re
t 
in 1912 that never during thfl period of sixty-two year
 
had a mayor died in office. IIis long service in the Council 
and as mayor had given him g-reat skill in municipal 
affairs, and his loss was severely felt in the Council. 
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'rHERE have been in 
iagara three different buildings 
erected for a court house and two for jails. In 1795 an 
advertisement appears, signed by Ralfe Clench, for 
materials for a jail and court house. I t is believed, indeed, 
it is certain, that the corner of King and Prideaux Streets 
is in a plan of the town reserved for a j ail, with the Court 
House. near it, either on Prideaux or King Street. These 
buildings 'were destroyed in the 'Var of 1812-4. There 
were confined in the jail at that tinle three hundred 
prisoners, 1110st of them political offenders and disloyal 
ci tizens. 
The first exe('ution of which we haye any trace is that of 
Geo. N ewnes (?) and }Iary Lowdol1 for nlurder by poison 
of Barth Lowdon, of Saltfleet. The execution was ordered 
to take place on the l\Ionday following the giving of the 
,"erdict. In those days punishment was swift and sudden. 
In 1816 appears an advertisement, again signed by Ralfe 
Clench, for materials for a jail and court house, asking for 
brick, stone, tiInber, I'hing]es, etc. In a letter signed C. 
D. N., in The Gleaner, l\Iarch 26th, 1818, reference is 
nlade to the new jail and court house as a handson1e build- 
ing which must have cost a great SUIll of money and does 
credit to the builders and founders, but the writer can- 
not conceive why it wa
 Ret in " that swanlp." In the issue 
for 
\pril 23rd is an acknowledgment fronl Josiah Cush- 
nlan of the honorable treatnlent he has receiyed in his con- 
tract and completion of the jail and court house. and he 
thanks the conlmittee and lllagi
trate for a rranging th
 
paynlcnt of the same. 
A few extracts from thc papers of tho:;c c1a.r:-; hring hOnlt\ 
to us thc severe lawR of thc tinw. In the 1825 l\[idsummPI' 
A 
:-;izes in Niagara District, one Cole was ordered to stand 
OIle hour in the pillory: ,-Tohn Hight, for highway robbery. 
was condemned to death. Banislllnent, pillory and whip- 
157' 
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ping are frcquent puni
hn}cnt:-;. J as. Fleming, for steal- 
ing goods, wa:-; sentcll(.ed to be twice publicly whipped and 
imprisoned for two months; Rohert ,Ander
oll, for passing 
a three-donar counterfcit bin, wa
 given seyen years' ban- 
ishnlent and one month'
 Ünprisonlnent; another, one and 
a half hour
 in the pillory, and thrce Inonths in pri
on for 
keeping a disorderly hou
e. 
In Oetoher three prisoner
 c:-;('ape(l. and John Spen('e 
stahher1 the jailer and escaped. 
In lR2G the aR
izeR 'w'erc held hy .T uòge Sherwood and 
proyed a long-protracted court; they sat till 9 p.nl. Three 
were fonnd guilty of horse-'stealing and shecp-stealing, an( 1 
'Vnl. Corbin and Adanl nra

 werc senteneed to he hang-ed 
on 23tl1 Oetober. rrhc paper lor Octobcr 28th 
hOW8 thi:-; 

enten('e waR not ('arri('(l out. "nfl'at di
appoinhncnt- 
grcat nUJllhcrs ('arllC fr01H thc fTnitec1 
tate" into town to 
:-:ee the exe('ution hut ITi
 E
('cl1enl'Y har1 
u
pended tbr 
fientence. A 'waggon-load of cakcs and gingcrhread had 
to be sold 'at rcduced ratcs." What a lningling of the sad 
and the ludicrous dor
 this gruesollle it
Bl give 11:;. 
'Yhat fitoric
 (.ould the
p wa1lR tpl] n
 of grief, of remorse, 
of r1c
pair, 
onlf'tinll":;: again
t injustice. - Several lllemor- 
ah1(' trial
 hnyC' take11 pla<'f', :-;c\'('ra1 rcrnarkable prisoners 
han.) hcre 
pent -:-.ac1 (lay
 H]}(l llight
-rlcbtor
, crimina]:.:, 
political pri
o]1crf:: the trial of G'ourlay, the imprisonment 
of the e-.: p apec1 
laYe _\Io
ehy
 the thirteen ('on<lpuIHct1 to 
(lrath for their 
harc in the Rplwllioll. the innocent nlan 

ufferillg death for the f'riUle of Hllotlwr Blan, an(l a
 a 
('ontra
t the scrvire
 of the EpisC'opal Chuf(.h pcrfonll('(l 
hrrp in 1 R+
, 1rhr]1 the (.hH]1(.p1 wa:-; hn ilt in St. 1\Ia rk ":-;. 
"That \Tarvin,g- S(,(,IlC
 ! 
An enihusiH
ti(' hotnni
t ,,'ho yi
itecl Canada in 181
', 
.1l)nn Goldie, ('ollc('ting :flowcrR all the way frOln l\Iontrca1 
to lTalnilton, hut .who
(' thrr(l ('ol]ù(.tion
 ncver fP3Chcù 
S('otland, (les('rihe" the jail alla ('onrt hOll
P at 
iHgara fiR 
thp "fi]lc
t buil(ling in 'Canada." If thi
 hlli1ding' ('oul<1 
tell only a part of what ha:-: 1>OC11 cluH'tr(l within itR wal1
 
what a tragic tale f=:noulc1 we havc. The nWBlorahlc trjal 
of Rohert Gourlay took pla(.c IH'rr, 
o gra]1hieally t1c::;('rihc.1 
in Dcnt'R "IIif:tory of the RchcHion," in which i
 portrayed 
lIw ('onrt room, t}w lawycrs, thp j ndgC', the pri:5onor, the 
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witne

e8, much in the style of 1\iacaulay's trial of 'Varren 
IIastings, commencing thus: "In the afternoon of a warm 
and sultry day to'wards the close of one of the ,varmest 
and most sultry summers ,vhich Upper Canada has ever 
known, an extraordinary trial took place at the Court 
Hou
e in the old town of Niagara. The date 
was Friday the 20th of August, 1819. The court room, 
the largest in the Province, was packed to the doors, and 
though every windo'w was thrown open the abn'Osphere 
was almost stifling." 
Robert Gourlay, a Rriti:-:h suhjeet, was banished a
 an 
aJien by false oaths, his crime that of protesting against 
the Governnlent of that period. IT is treatment was :-:0 
harsh that his reason gave way for a time. He is called 
the "Banished Briton." .A. Jetter of hi
 had appeared in 
the Kiagara Spectator unknown to the editor, BartemuR 
Ferguson, and for this the unfortunate printer 'was tried 
for sedition, sentenced to stand in the pillory, fined fifty 
pounds and to rC'Il1ain in jail tin the fine was paid. 'The
e 
" good old days" do not appeaJ to us. 
In 1831, January 8th, is mentioned the Dehtor's prayer 
on thf\ walls 'Of the prison. In 1832 a letter in The Gleancr 
fronl a debtor in jail, speakR of the kindnel"s of !'Ir
. 
Stephenson anc1 
frs. '(;apt. l\Io::;ier in sending food; and 
the angel, :\lary Stephenson, is spoken of. ,A. remarkable 
re('on1 of this event may be secn in the ('ity of Ottawa. A 
prisol1pr ('onfined for deht l1lust have heen also an artist 
of no lnean nlerit, as i
 8hO'\\71 by an oil painting' allegori- 
('al in its nature. It depict'S a heautiful girl of perhap
 
thirteen years of age, feeding a bird in a cage. This is 
1 itt1e l\Iary Stephen
on holding a basket in her hand in 
which provisions haye becn hrought to the prisoner. The 
oil painting is owned by a niree of the lnaiden. In the 
same ] etter the kindncRs of J oh n Crooks, Postmaster, is 
spoken of in sending wnoc1, and a visitor speaks of thc 
prisoners endurin:r the scverity of a Canndian ,vinter ,vith- 
ont a firp. 
In 1832 a large political nH'cting was held at the Conrt 
JIouse, called by the sheriff to discuss the affairs of the 
country. The accounts ar0 v0ry confused, one meeting 
goin:r on inside with .Tas. Cooper aR chairman, another 



160 


HISTORY OF 
IÁ
GARA 


going on outsÜll
 with \Ynl. Ball as chairman. Each party 
declared his the only legal meeting, both declared their 
loyalty to the King, each passed an address, one declaring 
themselveR quite tontented with present conditions, the 
other speaking of the grievances that existed in war losses 
not being paid or grants of land given. Eleven resolutions 
were passed by each. It nlust have been an exciting time 
and a difficult one for a suppoRed-to-be non-partisan paper 
to report. 
In 1837 occurred what is ('alled the " Slave Rescue" hy 
['orne; by others the "Riot." A slave named }'Ioseby who 
e
caped iron1 Kentucky, was followed to Niagara, and hiR 
n1aster a
ked that he be given up for having taken his 
Inaster's horse in his escape. He was imprisoned for some 
time in the jail. Ills colored nrethren surrounded the 
building for a fortn ight or more, determined to prevent hi
 
return to slavery. Sir Francis Bond Head at last ordered 
his return to the United States. Soldier
 were on hand 
with constables and the sheriff, the Riot ,A.ct "ras read, the 
slayc escaped, but two black IHcn were killed and others 
"
ounded. The leader of the rc
cue party "Tas IIerbert 
Holmes, an edu<,atell Afri<:an, a teacher and exhorter. lIe 
was buried in thp grayeyard of the Baptist church. 
On July 30th J as. }'Iorreau wa<:; hanged for his share in 
the Rebellion, 'and on A.ugust 25th. thirteen othe
 were 
al:-:o to be executed, but were all reprieved except three, one 
of them being Benjan1in ".,.. aite. whose "Tife made hercu- 
lean exertion::; to 
aYe her hushand, trayelling to Toronto 
and Quebec, the reprieye only arriving half an hour before 
the time fixed for the exccution. She aftcrwards went to 
England to intercede for him and ,vas ready to follow hÍlu 
to Van Dienlan'R Land to n(} with hÎln. Another pathetiC' 
[-.tor:v i
 that of the exccution of an innocent n1an, Seely, as 
'\"a
 afterwards klJOWn hv the confe

ion of the real mur- 
derer; and another F:tory. ..;till reads to u
 a
 ahno
t inlpo
- 

ib]c to bd ieve. T n thu
c òays when any unfortunate "'a
 
('onfÌlwd for rleht. the ('reùitor was oh1igecl to 
end weekly 
a cprtain 
l1nl to provide food-we 11lay be sure it would 
be of the 
('anticst: failing the arrival weekly of this the 
prisollpr wa
 al1ow
a to go. A stor.v by E. ,Yo 'rhomsoll, 
" The ,Jail Limit
," in "01(1 'fan Savarin," gives an ex- 
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ample of this, but not of the cruel nature of the Niagara 
victim. ...'l debtor had been cOllfilleù for sonle time when 
the death of the creditor occurred. AU supposed that the 
prisoner would be released, but no, with fiendish cunning 
a provision in the will arranged for the continued payment 
of the weekly dole, and thus fronl the grave full punish- 
nlent was provided for. The executors of the will thought 
this cruel, but at first felt powerless and still the prisoner 
languished in jail. But a ,vay o
 escape was thought of; 
the money was to be delivered at the hour of noon and it 
was arranged that the 111essenger shoulà linger on the ,,'ay 
or hE' clet:ained so as to be a few Ininutes late, and the jailer, 
nothing loath, allowed the prisoner to depart. In the 
all1using story of the "Jail LÌ111its," the "ray of escape 
was by arranging that one of the coins should be a bank 
token, not a legal paynlent, and so the prisoner ,vas freed. 
IIE're were confined several of the blacks \vho had taken 
part in the 
lave rescue; they were liherateà to form a com- 
pany of soldiers in thE' Rebellion. Tn 1866 several of the 
F0Dian prÜ:oners W0re confined here before heing trans- 
felTed to Toronto for trial. In 18-13 while the transept of 

t. 
lark's was heing built the congregation worshipped 
here. In 1869 thp building was purchased for 
Iiss Rye's 
waifs and st,ravs fro 111 th.. l\Iotherland, and here over five 
thousand ha"e 'been sent out as servants or adopted: many 
of these have taken good positions, and hundred
 of letters 
and photographs are received at the HOlne, telling of their 
progress, R-onletinles now in a honle of their own and send- 
ing for R ser,Tant frolll the present Ï111nate
. 
)liss R.vp made lllany changes in thp hn:i]ding; the b,"o 
f'tone ('eJl
 for prisoners cOlldelnneù to death were taken 
down, the :;;tones being used for culverts in the town. 'Vhat 
wa
 tIle court rOODl is now the <lornli tOI'" an d what 'vas the 
i!Fl110r
r for spectators has been ,altere
l. ..An interesting 

t.ory is told of the fine coat of aTl11S which hung above the 
judge'R ('hair and recalls the story of how the Regalia of 
Scotland, which may no,v be 
een in the Crown Room in 
RdinhurQ"h Castle, was hiclrlen away for oyer a century 
leRt it should be taken to England, till discovered by the 
Hntiquarian research of Sir \Valter Scott. '\Vhen St. C
thar- 
ines was made the county town it was feared that this fine 
12 
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oil painting of the coat of arms would be transferred, ancl 
it is told that it wa
 hidden away for years and found in 
the lock-up in the basenlent carefully covered up; it has 
JIOW for ]nany years graced the ,valls of what is called the 

Iu
ic IraU, but whic'h was fronl 1847 the Court Room. 
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TIrE ltiETHODIST CIIUJ
CII. 


rrUIS organization dates back a hundred years, but un- 
fortunately no early recorùs have been preserved, but fronl 
Carrol's "Case," Playtpr and Dr. 'Cornlsh
 itenlS arf\ 
g]f\alled which throw light on the distant paRt, showing that 

ervices "
ere held here. In 1786, )'lajor Geo. Neale, an 
J rishnlan, crosRed the rlyer at QueenRton, Oc-t. 7th, and waR 
the first Methodist who preached in Canada. He took up 
an officer's portion of land, formed a ('lass near Niagara, 

upposed to have heen between Queenston and St. Davids. 
J n 1795 the Niagara Olreuit ,vas formed, extencling in 1805 
oyer the Niagara peninsula as far as 
\ncaRter. The church 
which stood on Gate Street was built in 1823 and ,vas 
opened by the Rev. John Ryerson. 'Vm. Ryerson was at 
Fort George and Queenston, which iudu ded Cross Roads, 
in 1824-5. All the early references are to 'Varner's, near 
St. Davids, and the first ('lass was formed at the home of 
Christian "r arTler, and the first }Iethodist church built in 
t,he òistriet was 'Varner's rhur('h in 1801. It was un- 
Iinisher1 for JHany years; and after the war a eoat of plaster 
was put on, hnt it was never painted inside or out. In 
the gravey:u(l thp nanle 'Varner occurs again anò again; 
111any United Bmpire Loyalists were huried here, the name 
lnost frequf\ntly oecurring heing that of Secord. A later 
huilding stiH stanòs, hut is not used. The :çanle Niagara 
Circuit does not always stanel for the 8a111e, at one tÏI11e 
enlhraC'ing the tüwn of 
jagílra anr1 the village of Queens- 
ton. when the TIe\T. D. )
 01nnall
 anr1 n. HeY]í1nd in 1827 
wel'p sh"1t.ionc(l herr. Tn 182!) it WHS ('flllecl Niagara HUrl 
Fort (jeorge Circuit. romprehpnding part of the Niagara 
r1istriet, its true ]l('ar1 then being St. Catharine
. 
Fort George Circuit next e1nbracea all the villages along 
the bank of the Niagara River to Fort Erie. A pleasing 
inC'ident may he told here. Mr. Green, who says it WRS 
the first circuit in which he 
'oulc1 ride in a e:arriag0, was 
163 
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ßlarried by Hev. Ral ph Lecn1ing, of Ancaster, the Episco- 
pal nlinister, who, when offered a fee, which wa
 a large 
one (for those day
), said, "T would rather be considered 
as a hrother th
nl a hire] ing." .:\{ethoc1ist mini
ters were 
not then allowed to perfornl the CerelTIOny. ::\11'. G reell 
records this as au act of eatholi('ity and brotherly kindnes
. 
Port George and Niagara Circuit werc rearranged in 1831, 

iagara Circuit comprehendin,g Nia
ara town and a strip 
along the lake to the" Fifty." 
})r. Cornish states that Niagara Cil'l'uit wa
 fOr111etl in 
] 7!).'), elnhracing- Y'Ork and lJOng Point, and that Darius 
Dunhaln preached at that datfl: ,J a
. Culeman in 1799; 
)iichael Coate and J os. Sawyer in 1800; John Hyerson 
in 1822 and 'Y m. Ryerson in 1823-2:5. 
In the early papers of the town frequent notices are 
given of temperan(>f' meetings in the ")[eeting lIouse"; 
thj
 111eanS the 1\Iethodist flhurch, Rhowing that the 1\letho- 
(li
b
 of that day werc aR prmllincnt in 'rCluperance work 
a
 thp'y have heen cyer 
in('r. 
The lll\l
í('al part of the 
('r\'i('e \nlR goor1 and SOllie Rtill 
relneluber the ha

 \"10] tlH ph\)'pd hy old ){ r. Y" 3rcy before 
thf' days of organs. Fathflr Braùy is yet rCluenlbered as a 
('laRs leader. and Si
ter "
hlttf\n'
 sweet farfl. she t
aching 
;l dass of colored ('hildren, otlH'r
 helping. The old fraillc 
building of 1823 wa
 analHlulwd èltHl the ralH\da Prr
hy- 
terian Chul"(.h wns bought for $1,GOO ill 187:'>, The {'hoir 
played an inlportHut part in the ('hl1rrh ser\'i('e
; the gallery 
a('ro

 01<' church ex'tendecl nearly half ,,"'ay. \Ir. Georgf' 
Vary playe(l the tiLItc. 
[rs. 'Yhitc]nw played thf' fìr
t 
n1(\10(lcon u
(\(l. 
rr. Tho
. 
r('Ke(' Wêl
 an early leader of 
thc {'hoir, al
o 'T. H. "Tatt:-{. )Iiss BurnR afterwarl1s playe.J 
thp organ, and ,Ir. TI. fi. Burns wa
 ]('a<lf'r of thc {'hoir. 
..\n1ong the :-:ingers were 
Irs. "atts. 
Ir
. Follett, )Ir
. 
\Yarrcn. the )1i:::.
es 'fanifol(l. )[r
. ""'hitelaw, )Iis
 Fisher. 
11r. F. 
L "Thitclaw al:,'O dir1 11111<'h for the Hlu-.ical service, 
as did ::\Ir
. Devcau an(1 }1r
. RnrnR. 
\.mong the f'arly 
teacher
 of the Sunr1ay school were )'Ir. and 
Irs. \... arey, 
}Irs. 'Yhitten, l\1:r
. Powell, the 
Iisses Shaw, and, in later 
(lay
, }fr. .Tohn Ni
hett. a
 
l1perintendent. )1r. Robert 
'V
rren was a member of the church for si..xty years 
and a teacher in the Sunday school, class leader and p-up- 
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erintendent of the Sunday school for ulany years. 1\Ir. 
Al bert Andre\\
s al::;o was su perintenden t for several years. 
1fiss Lo('kwood was also a teacher in the Sunday school. 
Since occupying the new building nlany improvenlents have 
been lnade, a fine pipe organ purchased, and a school roonl 
built adjoining and comlnunicating with the church, a 
commodious and in everv ,ray suitable roon1. This was 
greatly due to the exertiòns of the Ladies' Aid Society of 
the churéh and the help given hy two aged nlen, l\{r. ,1. 
l\IcCarthy and :Jtlr. John Boyd. 
Ir. \Yarren also was a 
liheral helper. l\Iany who after"Tard
 hec:nne noted l\ietho- 
(list 11linisters labored here first, aR Rey. Dr. Young, Dr. 
Sutherland, Dr. 'Yakøfield, Dr. 'Vithrow, Dr. Cleaver. 
Among other n1Ïni8ter
 here were l\Ir. l\Iills, an eloquent 
preacher, "!vIr. Masson, )lr. Hylvester, Rev. G. N. A. F. T. 
Dickson, Dr. Ornle. In the pastorate of l\Ir. Fields the 
,Jubilee was held in 1873 and in that of 
Ir. Masson and 
Mr. .sylvester occurred reviYal
. Dr. ""'ithrow is relneln- 
bered for the intereRt he took in the public library, he 
heing the principal one in its revival when it was almost 
defunct. He afterwards becanle editor of the .Z'J'[ etlz odisf 
JI a.f}aziJlP and the Sunr1ay school papers and quarterlies. 
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THIS does not refer to the battles fought here, but rath
 
to what we can find of the n1Ïlitia of our town and tOWll- 
ship and the different British regiments that have been 
stationed here at different time
, No. 1 Lincoln Reginlent 
of early years, and No.1 Conlpany :Niagara Volunteers of 
a later date. Traces of the regiments of a hundred years 
ago are found in the form of buttons, buckles, etc., at Fort 
George, Fort \Iis
i
Rauga, But]pr'
 Rarrarks, and many 
other plareR in the town, bullets, cannon balls, the latter 
coming in the bOlnharchnent of the town, 13th Octoher, 
1812, l\1:ay 27th, 1813, etc. A fine collection of buttons 
wa
 owned at one time by Richard Taylor, ,vhich contained 
buttons of almost every reginlent ,vhich had been stationec1 
here, Rrjti
h. Canadian or United States, the latter fron1 
their seven TI1onths' orc>npation of this town in 1813. 'Vhell 
heavy rain
 ,yaRh down the soil the boys of the town nl't' 
on the lookout for buttons, and "
e are afraid think 1nOrt' 
of their c01nnlercial value to i1 ispo
e of to the 
umnlèr visi- 
tors than from a f.:entinlental or historical point of view. 
Co!. Cruik
hank, who 
RW the collection above referred to 
and who, there i
 no rloubt, knows nlore of the history of 
this peninsula and of the \Yar of 1812 than anyone living 
or dead, said, when viewing it, that almost every regiment 
'\
as repref.:cntcd. The buttons most frequently found are the 
41st and 100th, as these \vere here a longer time than all)' 
othcr regÌIncnt. Those of :Brock's I1cginlcJJt, tlw 4!)th, arc 
not so frequently founa; Butler's Hangers' are more rare 
still. \Ve read that when Sinlcoe was here in 1792 men of 
the 5th formed his guard. In 1804 Brock's regiment was 
166 
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here and we have the story of the -mutiny which he quelled. 
Tn an old account book of Lieut. J. D. Servos there are 
references to the 1st Lincoln Regiment of l\1:ilitia from 
1810 to 1838, with nanles of officers and men, also of all 
lnales in the limits over age and of half-pay officers. A 
note written three days after the Battle of Queenston 
Heights and another later gives the names of those killed 
at the Battle of Fort George and at Lundy's Lane belong- 
ing to his company. 
The following British Regiments are known to have 
been stationed here: 5th Reginlent, King's 8th, Fusiliers, 
Royal Newfoundland, Royal Scots, Royal Artillery, Royal 
Engineers, Glengarry Light Infantry, De 'Vatteville, Sap- 
pers and }Iiners, I\::ing's Dragoon Guards, 37th, 68th, 70th 
Surrey, 71st, 76th, 79th, 82nd, 89th, 99th, 100th, 104th, 
and Royal Canadian Rifles formed from regulars who had 
served their time and re-enlisted. It has been discovered 
that the word " Niagara" is horne on the --colors of the six 
following British regiments: 1st Royal Scots, King's 8th, 
41st 'Velsh Reginlent, 49th Princess Charlotte of Wales, 
82nd Prince of 'Vales, 89th Princess Victoria. 
A remenlbrance of thoRe who had fought at Queenston 
Heights, or had served in some capacity in the War of 
1812, is preserved in a photograph taken at Queenston 
Heights in 1869 of eight veterans whether as soldiers or 
po,,,der boy!=;, the olrlest aged 89, the youngest 67, the nam
R 
heing Daniel Field, Solomon Vrooman, Seneca PaInler, 
,John P. C]en1
nt, Duncan McFarland, John Whitten, 
Lewis Clen1ent, Daniel Cooper. No doubt these old vet- 
erans in conversation fought their battle!=; over again, if 
they did not "shoulder their crutch and show how fields 
were won." 
In the home of 1Iiss }1:ary Servos are many military 
documents, the family from 1778 having been military. 
One room in the house dates back to 1784. 'The situation 
is ideal on "Palatine Hill." The account book on one page 
records 2,494 barrels of potash sold, Oct., 1799. The docu- 
ments, some of them on parchment, are commissions of sev- 
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eral gcnrrations of thr ]1 a 111(\ a
 cnsign, lieutenant, eaptain, 
n1ajor, rolonel, signed by differcnt officials, as IIaldiInanc1, 
Colonel Butler, Lord Dorchester, Francis Gore, PeregrÏIw 
}Iaitlalld Hon. Robert Hamilton. The oldest is date<1 
, 
1779, Decenlber 2-1th, from Haldimand, appointing Daniel 
Scrvos lieutenant in Colonel Johnson's corps of North 
.A,n1erican Indians. _\. relic of the retreat of the United 
States forces from Stoney 'Creek is an anlmnnition box 
ten fect long, two feet square
 with the letters, U. S. No.1, 
6 lb.; there is an old saddle on which the grandnlother Frey 
swam across the Susquehanna River carrying despatches; a 
document shows the size of the farnl to have been 39-1 
acres in 1 794. 
In an old account book of Captain J. D. Servos are the 
nanles of his company 10th July, 1812, returns also 20th 
July, 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 ensign, 3 sergeants and 36 
privates thus,- 


.T. D. Servos, CJaptain. 
Elijah SCl'ord, Lieutenant. 
.Joseph Clement, En
ign. 
.J o
eph Haun, 
 
Jacob Span1bark Rergeant
. 
John Fox. 


]. David Cudney. 
2. Geo. Cockill. 
3. Wnl. Pickard. 
4. 'Vm. Robbins. 
;,. Abr3 Secord. 
6. .T ohn Bissel1. 
7. '''me Kip. 
8. Peter Co(:kell. 
9. 'Vm. ...\l1cn. 
10. Wm. Fane. 
11. Dan. l\IcFerson. 


Privates. 
12. J a
. Bennctt. 
12. John Cain. 
14. .Alex. .Allen Sr. 
1:>. J[att. Rn1ith. 
1 G. .T as. Cudney. 
17. Sam. CleInent. 
1 S. 'Ynl. .T an1e
. 
19. FralleiR )Iartc1]c. 

O. ,Sanl. rL'omkins: 
21. ...\. Pri:,man. 
22. Rjch. Sling-rrlan(l. 
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23. 
\.lex. Allen, Jr. 
24. \Ynl. Parker. 
25. L. Ferrish. 
26. Mich. Deptly. 
27. John Frisman. 
28. .John vVilson. 
29. John Camp. 


30. 
31. 
32. 
3:1. 
3 -t-. 


John Layal. 
F. Power
. 
S. Priehard. 
Alex. Y onng. 
John Braffit. 
Dan. 11 cFerROll. 


<")- 
".). 


36. 


On 7th Septenlher the conlpan
T with 3R privates was 
reviewed by G
neral Sheaffe
 and 'On 13th Octoher, 1812
 
a list of arn1A and accoutrelnents with 18 rounds 'Of ban 
fronl Fort Georcre by John D. Seryos; next is given a li
t 
b 
 
with the nanles of Revell volunteers, aUlong- thelll Geo. 
Lawrence
 John 'Clenlent, 
\aron StevenR, Adall1 Cr
YRler, 
and 'On 13th February, 1813, a list 'Of -1:4 rank and fi In 
required 501 blankets, 
nd 
ignatnreR of tho
e who received 
beds, blankets, accoutrenlents, and anlnlunition, showing 
they were on active service. On 21st April, there are 50 
privates, 3 sergeants, 3 corporals; 'Cortlandt Secord is en- 
sign, then a statelllent, "1 certify that J lost three-fourths 
of my personal baggage at Fort George in consequence of 
the retreat by order of 
Iajor-General 'Tincent, 27th 
Iay, 
1813.-J ohn D. Servos, Captain 1st Reginlent. L. 1\1." 
and a letter to Co1. Claus, January, 1815, tells that Geo. 
Cockell was killed at Lundy's Lanc and reconlnlends his 
,vidow .with a large fan1ily for an allowance (CaughiU is 
meant) . The next page giveg a return of those killed in hi:-; 
C'ompany with the number, nan1e
 and agl

 of the children 
of "Nlartin :ßlcLellan, \-rnl. Cameron, Charle
 \Yright and 
Geo. Cockell; alRo Capt. Jones died while a prisoner in 
the United States, and Jacob Spanlback, sergeant, died 
while on active service. Then con1es a list of all the 'Officers 
in the ten conlpanics of the 1st Lincoln Militia in 1827. 
In the history of the 'Var of 1812-14 by David Thompson 
'Of the Royal Scots scvcral nanlCS of thc Linc'Oln reginlcnt:-; 
are nlentioned by Gcneral Sheaffe a:;; having distinguished 
themselves by their bravery at the Rattle of Queenston 
Heights. Two flags of the 2nd Lincoln, with the word::, 
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G. R. TY'. showing the date to be between 1820 and 1830, 
are in our Historical Building, and two flaf!'s of the Lincoln 
)lilitia are exhibited in the Log Cabin 
Iu
eum in Toronto, 
while one is in possession of the 19th Battalion in St. 
Catharines, and another one is known to be in private 
hands. 
In a list of "Headquarters, Fort George, July 8th, 181-1, 
'Veekly DiRtribution, G(?n. Riall," "We find the troops were 
Rtationed aR follows: 


Fort Niagara-Co!. Tucker,- 
41st RegÏInent, St,aff 21 oflicer
. 
Royal1\Iarine Artillery, 62 rank and file. 
41st Reginlent, 25 officers, 466 rank and file. 
100th RegiInent, one hundred. 
Fort George---lCol. Gordon,- 
Royal Scots. 
Fort ]Iississa'llgaJ-
[ajor E, ans,- 
8th Reginlen t. 
19th Light Dragoons, 3 officers, ß4 rank and file, 4 si('k. 
Provincial Light Dragoon
, 2 officers, 13 rank and file. 
Royal Engineers, 2 officers. 
Sapper
 and 
Iin(1rs, 6 rank anù :file. 
Royal Artillery, 8 officers, 162 rank and file. 
T I1c>orporated :\Iilitia Artillery, ] officer, 10 rank anò fHr. 
Royal Artil1(?ry -Drivers, 1 offif'er, 28 rank and file. 
] st Royal ScotR, 29 offif'crs, 72G rank and file, 153 sic.1\: 
and wounded. 
8th Reginlcnt, 27 officers, 515 rank and file, 11 si('k anel 
wounded. 
1oÜOth Regiment, j officcr
, 2G6 rank and file, 121 sick 
Dud wounded. 
Incorporated 1\Iilit ia, 33 officerR, 
O!) rank and file. 
Colored corps, 1 officer, 22 rank anc1 file, 4 sick." 
'l'he officers of th(? 1st Lincoln in 1812 were : No.1, 
Andrew Heron, \Vnl. Powis, Elijah Secord; No.2, Geo. 
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Lawe, Geo. A. Ball, Henry Pawling; No.3, Wm. Robertson, 
John Ball, Adam BrO"wn; No.4, Geo. Lawrence, John 
Servos ; No.5, Geo. Reed, 'Vm. Servos, Geo. Darby ; No.6" 
Geo. Hamilton, Thos. McCormick, John 1\iay; No.7, John 
tJ ones, John Secord, Simcoe Stevenson; Flank Companies, 
Jas. Crooks, Capt., :Martin McLellan, Lt., A. Foster, John 
}IcEwan, R. Rankin, Geo. Adams, 396 present. 
Of Niagara militia after the to"\vn was taken, although 
many were paroled, several were taken prisoners and sent 
to the United States, as Balfe Clench, John Powell, Geû. 
Lane, John McEwan, J. Ball. At the taking of Fort 
Niagara three militiamen were killed and Capt. Servos and 
five were wounded. Several distinguished themselves, as 
Ball, Hamilton, Servos, Kirby. The Lincoln 1\1:ilitia did 
their duty during the War of 1812 and were complimented 
by Brock and SheafÏe. John C. Ball had charge of cannon 
at Queenston HeightR, James Crooks and .J ohn 1t1:cEwan's 
f'ompanies n1arched from Niagara and Robert Ilamilton's 
fronl Chippawa. Of those kiHed we know few names,- 
Capt. l\1:artin 1\IcLellan, Charles v\fright and 'Vm. Cam- 
eron at Niagara. and Geo. Grass, 27th May, 1813, and 
Geo. Caughill at Lundy's Lane. Lieuts. Ball, Hamilton 
and Servos distinguiRhed them'selves at the storming of 
Fort Niagara. and Co1. ThoR. DickRon at Chippa,va, where 
he was wounded. David Thompson's" History of the War 
of 1812" Rays that "l\fajor David Secord then took éom- 
nland, and the Seeond Ijinco]n a i
tinguishpa theJnselve
 
by feats of genuine 'bravery stimulated by the example of 
their gallant leader." At Stamford when General Brock 
reviewed two companies of Inilitia before the war began 
and asked how nlany ,vould volunteer, they all marched 
to the front except one. In David Thompson's History 
of the 'Var of 1812-14 are given the names of officerR of 
the militia in this vicinity, whom General Sheaffe reported 
as "having particularly signalized thenlselves for the gallant 
and steady manner in which they led troops under their 
eommand into action and for a length of time sustained the 
conflict with an oyerwhelming enemy, viz., Lieutenant- 
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Colonels Butler and Clark. Capta.jn
 flatt. Durand, Rowe, 

-\pplcgarth, J a:-:. Crooks, J as. Cooper, Robert Hamilton, 
.John :\lcEwan and Duncan Cameron; and Lieut. Thomas 
Butler eomn1anding à flank company of Lincoln Mi1itia, 
Lieut. Richardson conunanding a flank company of York 
)Iilitia: Captain 
\. Halnilton is 1ikewise highly spoken of 
for his u:-:efulne

 al1(l a(.tiyity at the gun
 nnder Cart. 
Holcroft, to who
e rOlnpany he had attached himself after 
heing disabled froBl ac-conlpanying his troop ill the Xiagara 
DragoonR, to whieh he then belonged. rrhe gnns at Fort 
George were un(ler the ilirection of Captains Powell and 
Canleron, of the 
Iilitia Artillery, during October 13th." 
The presentation of two flags in 1818 to the 4th Regi- 
nlCnt of Lincoln 
Iilitia iR recorde(l in the Niaiara Spec- 
falor
 JUl1(, 1Rth. ...\ set of ('olor
, eonserrated by Rev. \r. 
Salnpson, waR presented by th<, two :\Iis:-,es Nelles; the 
word
 used hy earh of the ladies are ,vorth pre
erYation. 
1Iis
 E. X elle::; 
aid: "The:-:c ('olors arc pre
ented under a 
fixed conviction that you win do honor to thenl on every 
occasion, and should you again be eallecl on to defend your 
rountry from an inya(1ing foe, lllay your united endeavor
 
a::; heretofore he crowned 'with 
nr('e
s hy the God of jl1::;- 
tire; and may these ballner
 
anctified by divine benediction 
renlain un
ullied as Rymhols of your loyalty to succeeding 
generations." )Iiss 
I. N elle
 Raid, "
f y friend has left 
nothing for nle to add to the hrave offirers and m(\n of the 
4th Lincoln )Iilitia. exrept that to 
ay that there is any 
doubt of their voluntarily defending with their live
 the
f1 
rolon; now confided to their charge would be to C'ontradid. 
the Inany proof::; they have puhlirly given of their loyalty 
and brayery. )Iay your af}n
 always prosper against th(' 
enemies of your C'ountry." The evening closed ,vith a 
<lance at the h0111e of T.Jient.-Colonel Robert N e11e
. 
Sometimes there 
eemc;: to have been friction between the 
n1ilitary and civilian elenlent
. a
 in 1817 an arrangement 
wa
 n1a(1(' betwC'l'1I the:) JllHlri:.:trilte!-' and Colonel Grnnt 1)\' 
M , . 
which 
Ionùay:::, \r (\(hl(.
<lay
 and Fridays are a])oweù to 
inhabitants of the town to fb:h, and the other three ùay
 
arc for the n1ilitary. '
...\fter this it is hoped no misunde'r- 
f'tanding will take place." 
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In 1828, June 9th, the 1st Regiment Lincoln 1.Iilitia 
'fornled a hollo\v square on the plains of Fort George; En- 
signs IHuirheac1 and Fields I1Iarched in fnll uniform bear- 
ing elegant new colon; guarded by l\lajor Dobie, Quarter- 
Master-Sergeant 
Iiller, Ensigns J. "\Vhitten and T. Whit- 
ten, the colors were unfurled and the Heginlent addressed 
by Col. Leonard, congratulating thenl on the brave stand 
nlade by the Regin1ent in defence of the country invaded 
by a ruthless eneIny. Evolutions were performed and din- 
ner to thirty of the Regiment at 'Yil
on'
, the non-con18. 
at Howard'os. 
In 1829 six cOIllpanies of the l
t Lincolu 
Iilitia DIet 
on the plains; also a troop of horse in unifol'll1 under Lt. 
Robert Dickson and Cornet \V. H. Dickson. 
In 1830, May 14th, the 71st Regiment left Niagara 
and the 79th arrived. In lR31 a long complimentary 
address was presenteil by the town to Capt. H anfo'on of the 
71st. 'which speak
 highly of the good C'ollduC't of the 
E:olc1iers who have been here two years. In 183fi a map waH 
made, signed Ly G. Nicholls, Colonel eon1111anding Royal 
Engineers, QuebeC', of the JUilitary Reserve here, ShOl\ring 
the buildings at Fort 'George, Butler's Barrack
 and Fod 

Iississauga. The Reserv{1 on thë Common had been laid 
ont hv Lieut. Pi1kinQ'ton in 179(). ..1 111ap al
o pxists lllade 
in 1822 by Captain 'Taya
o1lr, showing thfl Conlnlon laid 
out in streets. 
Tn 183.5 "Delinquents of 1st Lincoln who attended 
\rithout ar111
 Dre\.ion
l:v win as.sen1ble with 3rmR at hvelve 
noon. .J. 'v. naIl i
 appointed Ensign." 
During the TIe-bellion, on Decelllhpr nth. 1837. one hun- 
(1red volunteerR went aerOSR to Toronto. "
{r. Lockhart had 
fitte<l up in t"'Ph'fl honrR the (lisInantlecl RriirT1Ul1.ca 7 provi- 
sioned her, etc. "7'"arning ha(l heen giycn at St. Catharines 
 

on1P walke(l tlrrough n1ud anr1 n1Ïre. fifty f'ayalrv forme<l 
at onf'e, a]J went through in three and a h
]f hour
; as they 
passed every window :flew open, handkerchief
 wa yed; å,t 
six the boat left with cheers, but there ,yas such a wind 
that it returner1 in three hour
. Indians f'ame in under 
(1hief Col. T(err. of 'Ye]]ington Rquar(\ Niagara was fille(l. 
hut nOI1P wen
 aHowecl to ]fiaYfi." The Xiagara troop was 
under Capt. Dickson. 
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])uring the AJnerican ,Civil 'Var the Niagara volunteer 
eOlnpany was sent to Philip:;;burg, Que., to defend the fron- 
tier and prevcnt 
outherllers in Canada fronl attacking 
hanks in United States, and a French conlpany and the 
Queen's O,Vll were sent here. At the tinle of the Fenian 
Raid a HOBle Guard was formed, and many were the false 
alarms of the crossing of an invading force by practical 
jokers of that day. now' dead and gone. rrhe names or 
No.1 'Colnpany at the tÏ1ne of th
 Fenian Raid are fur- 
nished to us in a statement presenting the silver bugle, 
given by the ladies of the town, to the con1pany on their 
return frOlll Philipsburg, 1865, to the historical colleption. 
They are as then given by their own signatures: 


,-1ohnson B. Clench, Lt. 
R. Currie, Ensign. 
,1 oseph 
Iasters, Sergeant. 
Richard ,V ynn. 
,T. H. 'Villson. 
.T. G. Thornton. 
.T ohn Clockenburg. 
,John Raynor. 
W. ,T. Campbell. 
,T am
s Hartl ey. 
^. Davpv. 
rrho
. n
hert
on. 
TTrnrv Ellison. 
,T 01111' rrhomr
on. 


G-eorge Ellison. 
Robt. Fizette. 
r"1105. Holohan. 
A. Sherlo('k. 
Stephen ToòiL 
,T ohn Bi
hop. 
,T as. B. )fcl\Iil1en. 
'ViHianl Long-. 
William EJIiot. 
,T mnes IT 01 ohan. 
'Vro. TI. SnlÍth. 
T>Htri('k TJvnC"h. 
.r ohn Xi
hrt. 
A lhert Rhrr1oC"k. 


J n ] 866 No. ] Conlpany was :::rnt to Fort :Erie ill thr 
Fenian Raid. Thif.: f'OnlpHny ha(l heen formeò in 1861: 
1l1reting
 haò been held at whlC'h lIon. .T. (1. Cnrrie mHl 
,Tohn Powell :::pokr. anfl the -first C'aptnln w'ng :\Ir. John 
"Powp] 1. rrh
 nC'tivp 
crvip(, 'was in ] R()1-2. c1nring t11C'I 
f',pitf'lllrnt of t11e 'Trent afTHir. ',hplJ the 19th TIattn1io)l 
w'n
 fnrnlPf1 in 1 R()
 nnr C'ompnny joinrò, nllt retaincò it:-: 
l1lJlllhf'r. The nr,t 
prviC'e wn
 in 1 Rf):) 3t thp tinl('1 of tlw 

f. L\lhnn'
 TIal(l. A hnn(l wn
 forl11prl. thr('lc of it
 meJn- 
hpr
 hring thr El1i
on hrother:::, nMrge, .Tohn nn(l H('\nry. 
Tn .\ p1'i1. 1 
f):). X n. 1 (Innll1
nV WRS sf1nt to Philipshu rg 
ana in ] Rf)() thpy went with the 1 !)th BRtta1ion to Fort 
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Erie; although too late to engage in the fight, they helped 
to take care of the wounded, guarded the prisoners taken 
and even helped to bury some of the dead Fenians. The 
last active service of the conlpany was in 1870, when a 
second Fenian invasion was threatened. 
Three members served over 25 years and were awarded 
the long service medal-John Clockenburg, ,vho had been 
in the Prussian Army, James Hartley and Joseph Masters. 
The chief officers have been Capt. John Powell, Johnson 
Clench, Edward Thompson and Robert Currie. 
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IuCH relating to the organization of thi
 ehurch an(l 
the erection of the building nlay be learned fronl the journal 
of Rey. John Oakley, who came to Niagara in 1814, and 
was employed in a Inilitary capacity at Fort George, a:-; 
keeper of the store
. TIe retired on half pay and becanw 
a teacher and a preacher, and wa
. no doubt, the principal 
factor in procuring funds for the building. He says, 
"Before I left Niagara the Lord enabled me to obtain 
means of building a chapel in the western part of the 
town. It is a plain, Huh
tantial building-, ;10 x -10 feet. and 
i
 now oceupie<1 prinC'ipally by the hlaek ra('e, they being 
the JTIwd nunwrou:-; nlelnhers in the chur
h." The white 
lnembers, when a Baptist chapp] was built at the crOS8 
roads. Four 
Iile Cn\pk (now Virgil), unitflc! with thp 
church there. 
"July 5th, 1830. I am lTIuch encouraged with tlH\ 
liberality of the brethren and friend
 in subscribing to- 
wards the buililing or nH:eting-honsf'. 'rhf' Lor(l hlf's
 our 
undertaking." 
In a Niagara paper of .July :11
t, 1830, aplwan; all adyer- 
tisen1ent a
king for tenders, signed, J . Oakley, D. R. Groa t, 
.J. Pickard,and wuning tho
c who were to collect, a
 Deacon 
f:eorge Ifaven
. fen )1il(\ Crec.k, DeHC'OJl ,T. Van Loon. 
l..onth, near T\\ C11ty 
Iile Creek. and Deacon .J. Bealn, 
Heamsvillc. The F:ize to 1w exactly upon the plan of the 
)f ethodist meeting-house, !2 x 32 x 20, tIw porch 10 À 
. 
l)ea('on Ream gave two acre:-- of land for the church at 
Beanlsyille, the village taking its nan1e ironl hinl. 
Thp diary g0t15 on: "September 1st. Jlave been busily 
engaged in getting timber hauled to Niagara for building 
the meeting-house. 
"O('tober. IIavr been travelling for two week
 :-ioliciting 
I1loney frotH the brethren of other (.hurehes and others to 
a
sist' us in building the meeting-hou
e. The Lord gave us 
176 
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favor in the sight of the people, 
o that nlany who were 
opposed to us subRcribed liberally. I have been greatly 
grieved with the consideration that lllost of our brethren 
,vho are able, and fronI whonl we might naturally have 
expected the greatest encouragement and assistance, have 
done less for us than n1any who do not profess to have 
experienced a change of heart. Out of 220 subscribers, and 
several of these Catholics, there are not at present lllore 
than thirty brethren and sisters from our own denomina- 
tion. Through tbe goodness of God, who has the hearts 
of all men in His hands, we have been enabled to raise the 
fralue of the building that "re intend (the Lord permitting 
UR) to consecrate entirely to the service of our God, with- 
out the custon1ary use of ardent spirits, and oh! that it 
111ay be the birthplace of many RoulR. 
" June 28th, 18:31. l\Ieeting-house opened. First serIllon 
at nine. Prayer-meeting at six a.m." 
Elder \Vinchel, who had been in
trulnenta:l in organizing 
a church at Queenston, preached once a fortnight for a 
year in Niagara, and Elder Neill once a month. "Deacon 
Bean1 and Brother Pickard helped us to determine on the 
plan and size of the nleeting-house." The church thus re- 
ferred to was used for many years by the colored people of 
the town, of whonl there were several hundred, principally 
escaped slaves. Rev. J. B. Mowat preached to then1 while 
here in 185-!-6. The building has been renloved to the farm 
of l\fiss Oliver, and the foundation stones may yet be seen. 
J n speaking of the church in after years, l\frs. Guillean, 
a fine-looking nlulatto 'VOll1an, said, "The white Baptis' 
and the 'black Baptis' disputed for the church, but the 
hlack Baptis' won." She recalled the fact that baptisn1s 
(of course hy in1nlerRion) sonletin1es took plaC'e in the 
('reek running through a field in town, ana son1etÜnes they 
preferred the waters of Lake Ontario, going down to the 
lake shore near Fort 1\{issis
auga. 


13 



CHAPTER XX"\TI. 
GIL1VEYARDS OF NIAGARA AND VICINITY. 


'VHILE it was natural that the early settlers should bury 
their dead on their own farms, it is much to be regretted 
that when regular celneteries were provided these were not 
used by all, as in many cases farIns have changed owners, 
and the fan1Ïly hurial plot has been neglected, giycn over 
to the plough or to briars and "reeds, cattle brow
jng oVflr 
the graves of those who
e memory should bc kept grecn 
and their grayes treated with tender care. 
Butler Family Graveyard.-This was originally a part 
of the farin of Colonel John Butler, situated about a mile 
from town. at the west end, half an acre of land in the 
('cntre of the farn1. The will of Colonel Butler directeù 
that his body should be buried in the fan1ily buryillg- 
ground. A deed is in existence by which it becanle the pro- 
perty of 'Yarren Claus, J ohn Clan
. Ralfe Clench, J aIne.:::: 
)fuirhead, Thomas Butler, Hugh Freel. The farnl ha
 
since been sold, and the boundar
. line between the two 
owners runs exactly through the n1Ïddle of the burial plot. 
.A fence formerly surrounded it, but this no longer exist
; 
by the fall of an in1mense tree, which was cut down, mo
t 
of the stones have been broken; the yault had fallen in 
and the renlains were exposed to view. It is remarkable 
that although there are inscriptions to other members of the 
family there is none to the doughty colonel himself; but 
this has been atoned for in St. )Iark's Church. The high- 
sounding periods of those days are 'we]} exemplified in the 
following: 
"Here reposes )Iaria Caroline. the generous-hearted, 
high-souled, talented and deeply lamented wife of 
fajor 
Richardson, ]{night of the 1Iilitary Order of St. Ferdinand 
of the First Clas;::;, and Superintendent of Police on thp 
'Vel1and Canal, during the administration of Lord 
fet- 
calfee This matchlc
:-, WOll1an died of apoplexy, and to the 
exceeding grief of hcr faithfully attached husband, after 
178 
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a few days' illness in St. Catharines, on the 16th day of 
August, 1845, at the age of 37 years." 
Peculiar punctuation and orthography appear in the 
next: 
" Deborah Freel: died 1816 aged 70. 1[y dere : children: 
Think on God: ....\.nd His Commandnlellts: An he wil Think 
on yo: Observ your youth: don't lose 110 time: Least God 
should take you in your prime: Serve God above: And on 
this world: fix not your lov." 
Another stone chronicles" Samuel Cox, who was born 
on the ocean hetween Germany and New York, 1759; died 
1822." 
There were also stones to .Butler ß,Iuirhead, barrister, 
and James :ßluirhead, surgeon, to Mary, wife of John 
Gustavus Stevenson, and daughter of James and Jane 
Butler, also one to Eliza, .wife of Charles Richardson. 
A large .flat stone mentions that it was 'erected as a fan1Ïly 
lTIOnUment, hy Charles Richardson, A.D. 1835, and reads 
thus: "Sacred to the nlemory of llalfe Clench, died J ann- 
ary, 1828, aged 66 years. Eliza Euretta Richardson, wife 
of Charles Richardson, died September, 1833, aged 25 

years. Jane, wife of Robert Rist, late Captain of 37th 
Regiment, and eldest sister of Charles Richardson, died 
1831." 
r:l'he body of Ralfe Clench was afterwards removed to S t. 

Iark's cemetery. He ,vas one of the Rangers, judge, meJll- 
bel' of Parlianlent, and town ('lerk; he fought at QueenRton 
Freights. A slnall enclosure has flat stones to two sons of 
Colonel Butler, Thonlas and J ohl1son, ,vho died in Decem- 
ber, 1812, and their 'wives 'also, and Judge Butler, son of 
Thomas Butler. 
In the vault were interred various Inembers of the Claus 
family. Ann, relict of Colonel Daniel Claus, daughter of 
. Sir Willianl Johnson and his Gennan wife, and mother of 
Colmwl 'Villiam Claus lie
 here. rrhe laRt one huried here 
was .J ohn Claus, son of Colon('l 'YIHiaul ('1lalH
. The park 
('onnni:-;sioners have lately put a strong frnce arounù the 
enclosure, anil it is hoped a right of way will be arrangeù 
for. and a cairn ,vith the nanles of all sleeping here. 
Ball Family Burying-Ground.-This graveyard has ðev- 
eral generations buried in its enclosure. The Jacob Ban 
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,vho came with his threc sons, bringing forty men to enlist 
in Butler'
 Rangerb, in 1780, lies here with his thrce Bon
, 
Peter, John and George; the other son, Jacob, is buried 
at the Ten 
Iile Creek. The inscriptions are brief: "In 
nIenIory of J arob Ball, born 1733, died 1810. lIe had 
fought in the Queen's Rangers through the Revolutionary 
\Yar." ")lary Ball, wife of Jacob Ball, died in 1814, aged 
78," and "Elizabeth Shower:4, wife of Peter Ball, born 
176-1-, died 18-1:-1." The last interred here was John 'V. Ball, 
for fifty years an office-bearer in St. )Iark's. 
Bellenger FauIilyGra\eyarc1.-This is an ahnost forgotten 
burying-plot on the Cox farm, and having passed through 
l11any hancl
, it is easy to underi'tallcl how the fragments 
,vere scattered which we tried to piece together. But this 
work was repaiil, for bome unique inscriptions \vere dis- 
covered. ..A quotation frolll tht=' ...t\pu('rypha "pas the first 
found, and fuller particular
 than are generally given as to 
nl0l11ent of birth and death. 
"In nlemory of Philip Bellenger, who wa
 horn - 20th, 
1723, hetwccn four ana fh'e o'clock in the nlorning, and 
died February IGth, 1799, betwcen four and five o'clock 
in the nIorning." 
"Here rests the body of Hanna Pawling, wife of G. A,. 
Pawling, who WR:4 horn in .A.ugust, 1802, at - o'clock in 
the morning, and diecl .J nne - at - o'clock in the 11lorn- 
ing. 'She being Inadc perfect in a short tÏ1ne fulfilled a 
long time. For her 
oul plea
ed the Lord, therefore lIe 
haqtened to take hcr away fronl anlong the wicked.- 
Ec('lei'. ('hap. 4, YerSeR 13 and 14.'" 
In vain Ecclesia
tes was explored for thi
 verse; then 
E
lesiasticus with the :--ame result, hut finally it wa
 found 
in the \Visclonl of SolonIon, but with the word .. he " instead 
of "she," and "his" instead of "her." Since finding 
this in1'criptioll pla(Ocd herc nearly a ccntury ago, a pathetiC' 
interest attaches to it, as we finù that the
e are the verses 
f:clecteil by the Princebs ...\..lice for hcr fathcr's tOlnb, Albcrt 
the Good, and they certainly seemed appropriate in hiH 
ca
e. 
Scr"os FanÚly Burial Ground.-Ilerc on the farm of 
j[i::,s 
fary Ser"Vos there are five generations buried. ,..\" 
large lllonument is to Cololiel John D. Servos, born In 
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NiaO'ara 17'84; died 18+7'. TIe was captain of Lincoln 
l\Iilitia in 1R12-14 and cOlulllandeù the }Iilitia at Chip- 
pawa in ] 837-R. ,.\notller is to Captain Daniel Servos, of 
Butler's Rangers, who died March 26th, 1808, aged ß5. 
Here also i
 the grave of the widow of Colonel Johnson 
who was kiHed at the time of the taking of Fort Niagara, 
175!): ",Sa('red to the nlenlorv of El izabeth Johnson, who 
<lied November, lb11, aged 104 yearR." Ifer daughter, Eliza- 
heth, wifc of I)aniel Seryos, died in 1821, aged 72 years. 
IIerc also is huried 
Iagùalene Servo
, wife of J Ohll \Vhit- 
lllore, who as a little girl witnessed the killing of her grand- 
father in the Revolutionary 'Yar, and afterwards 11larried 
John 'Yhitmore, who had witnessed a similar sight; their 
daughter married our distinguished litterateur
 \Villiam 
Kirby, F.ltS.C. Another, referred to in St. Mark's regis- 
ter, "Sacred to the nlemory of Elizabeth, relict of Colin 
1\1IcN abb, Esq., of -, near Niagara, who departed this 
life, Sept. 26th, 1813, aged 4-:1-; also of their son, Colin 
Alexander, Lieutenant in H. M. late Nova Scotia Fencibles 
Regiment, who departed this life November 10th, 1820." 
Other names are found here, .as Tannahill, Fuller, Lowe. 
Several Indians here found sepulture. 
Field, Brown, V roonlan.-N ear the residence of Mr. 
George Field, an historic house, is a graveyard, in which 
are interred members of three families. A tOIl1bstone tells 
us that Gilbert Field died in 1815, aged 50, while hi
 son 
Daniel Field, who fought at Detroit, Queenston and 
Lundy's Lane, died in 1873. In another division of the 
plot is an inscription: 
"Sacred to the memory of Sololnon S. V roonlan, bOTn 
December 5th, ] 783, died August 21st, 1874;" also to his 
wife, Mary Brown. The position of Vrooman's hattery is 
yet pointed out. ...1 thick grey stone with a perpendicular 
division and angels' faces carved above has these words: 
" In memory of Joseph Brown, died 1821, aged 65, and 
his consort, Rebecca Johnson, 9th 1\Iarch, 1808." 


"Remember, men, when you pass by, 
As you are now, so once was I; 
As we are now, so you must be- 
Remember, men, that all must die." 
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Two others of the date 1808 also have angels' faces: 
"In menlory of Nancy V roonlan, daughter of Solo1110n 
and :ftlary Vroonlan, died April, 1808, in the 16th year of 
her age. Erected 182-1." Also Phebe Brown, died 1808, 
showing the early possession of the farm, still, tin last 
year, in the same name. 
Han1Ïlton Fan1Ïly Graveyard.-The Hon. Robert IIanlil- 
ton, born in Scotland, who Ina)' be called the founder of 
Queenston, is buried here, dying in 1809. To his son, 
" Sacred to the Dlenlory of Robert Han1Ïlton, born at Fort 

iagara, 1787, died 1856. 
Iary Bigger, his wife, born at 
Dumfries, Scotland, 1790." l\ large altar tOlllb COlnmem- 
orates a nlember of the 'well-known Dickson familv
 related 
to the Hamiltons. He 'was a merchant in Queen
ton. 
"Sacred to the menlory of Thomas Dickson, born in 
Dumfries, Scotlan<1. who died 1825. aged 50; also Eliza, 
his wife, died 1802." 
Another important nan1e in the history of the country 
-"Hannah, wife of 'Yilliam Jarvis, Secretary of the Pro- 
vince of Upper Canada, died 1845, aged 84. 
" Shed not for her the bitter tear, 
Nor give the heart to vain regret, 
'Tis but the casket that lies here, 
The gem that filled it sparkles yet." 


As the family connection was Ia rge, there are many 
names here from intermarriage, as 'rench, CfiTruther
, 
r:rownsend, Duff, Durand, l\Iewburn, Gourlay. 
Clement Family Burying-Oround.-II0re are founcl 
many well-known names. 
"Sacred to the memory of J alues Clenlent, born 15th 
,-T uly, 1764, died 8th 
Iarch, 1R12. aged 49." 
The comn1Ïssion of James Clenlf'n t, signed by Dordws- 
ter, is dated 1 788. 
"In menlory of Sarah CIClnent, daughter of John C. 
Pettitt, and consort of Joseph Clenlcut, who departed this 
life 9th June, 1824, aged 3-1." 
"Eliza )Iatilda Ball, daughter of Jacob 11. and Kath- 
arine Ball, died 1823, aged 11." 
Tn the Stevens' graveyard, very near, is buried George 
Caughill, killed. at Lundy's Lane. It is said that he was 
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carried fronl the field by Barney Cain, who was buried at 
Virgil. 
Virgil Burial Place.-In the small graveyard of the 

Iethodist Church is a stone to one from whom the village 
was first named and who was long a class-leader: 
"'George Lawrence, born l\tlarch 26th, 1757, died August 
5th, 1848, aged 91 years." 
The names of Casselman, Cassaday, Caughill, Cushman, 
Cain are found on the Corus farm, near Virgil. 
" To the memory of Casper Corus, died November 24th, 
1835, aged 96 years." 
"In meI110ry of vVilliam Casselman, who departed this 
life J al1uary 11th, 1847, aged 53 years." 
We now turn to the graveyards of the town, and preced- 
ence must be given to that of St. :rvlark's as being the 
oldest and, at the same time, the nlost interesting and most 
historic. Here rest peacefully together different nation- 
alities and denominations, for as this was the first burial 
place it was used by all at least forty years before separate 
graveyards were provided. The oldest stone, dated 1782, 
is placed in the east vestibule of the church. Perhaps the 
next in date is the following, but clear-cut as if done quite 
lately: "Sacred to the memory of Elizabeth Kerr, wife 
of Robert l{err, who departed this life at Niagara, 24th 
January, 1794, aged 32 years." Mrs. Kerr was a daughter 
of Sir "\Villiam Johnson and Molly Brant. Mr. J. R. 
Robertson paid to have the inscription re-cut. 
A large, fla
 stone, hacked and marred so as to be 
almost indecipherable, having been used as a butcher's 
block during the war, while the town was in the hands of 
the Americans, has this inscription: 
"'To the memory of Charles Morrison, a native of Scot- 
land, who resided many years at ìvlichilimackinac as a 
merchant and magistrate, and since the cession of that 
post to the United States became a British subject by elec- 
tion; for loyalty to his Sovereign and integrity in his 
dealings he was ever remarkable. He died here on his way 
to 1\lontreal on the 5th day of September, 1802, aged 65 
years." 
In the first poem published by Mr. Kirby, called "r:rhe 
U. E." is a character called by him Ranger John. 
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Jlere in the south-f'(lstern f::idc of the gra\Teyaril is a sinlple 
inscription to the old TTnited Enlpire Loyalist fronl whom 
the character in the poeul was drawn: 
"John Clement, ERq.. died Fehruary 11 th. 18-1-5, aged 
87." 
Near the north rorner of the ren1etery i
 a nlonument 
to "'Colonel Ralfe Clench, died J alluary 10th, 1828, aged 
66 years; also Elizabeth, hi
 wiff'. who died Augu
t 15th, 
] R50, aged 78." Hi:-; wife, Elizabeth .T ohn
oll, wag the 
granddaughter of Sir 'Yillianl Johnson and )lolly Brant. 
Not far fronl the church are the graveR of two ,,'orthie:-; 
yet unmarked,-Dominic Henry. an old soldier of the arlny 
of [1ornwallis, who afterwarcl
 wa
 the lighthou
e-keeper, 
and his wife, who served out refreshments to our soldiers 
on 27th J\Iay, 1813. }Iany soldiers lie here, in one spot 
those of the Royal Canadian RifleR, in another of the 7Gth 
Regiment, and Rtill another of the I
ing's Dragoon nuard
. 
"Sacred to the lllenlory of Tholnas Easton, late trU111- 
peter II. 
L Royal Artilll'ry Driver:-" who departed thi" liff' 
February 24th, 1832, agec1 56 years." 


"Here lies within this silent grave 
A Royal soldier, brisk and brave, 
Who suddenly was called away 
Froln off this sodden foot of clay." 


lIe wac; trumpeter to Bro(.k at the Rattle of Qucenston 
Heigh ts. 
The father of 
rajor IIisrott. ßLP.P. for many years, is 
thus commenlorated: 
"In memory of Richar<l IIiscott, born in \Yi1tshire, 
England, ] 700: die<l at Nia
ara, Canada, 1874. De
ervedly 
esteemed hoth as a ritizen ànd a soldier. In early life 
he served with honor in IT. }L 7Gth Hegi1l1ent of foot. èlncl 
wa
 in 11lany battles of the Penin5ular 'Var anil in Canada. 
ITe settled in Kiagara, "There a large family of his descend- 
ants and nun1erOUR friend:-, lmnrut hi
 d
ath." 
Not far from this,- 
"In nle1l1ory of thp Hon. Willianl Di('k
on, of '\
ood- 
lawn, Niagara, horn in Dllnlfries, Scotland, 1769, died at 
Niagara J anuary l
t, 1846; and of Charlotte ...\dlem, wife 
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of Hon. 'Yillianl Dickson, born in Lonòon, England, 1771, 
died at Niagara January 1f.:t, 1826." 
Under a weeping willow, on a 
lllall stone,-" To the 
memory of John 'Vray, 50 years Parish Clerk of St. 
1vfark',s, who died at an advanced age, October 6th, 184:6." 
A trace of the rude ha:u.d of 'war if.: here rerorded,
 
"Sacred to the men10ry of tT ohn ]\tIc Farland, a native of 
Paisley, Scotland. lIe was taken prisoner at the capture 
of Fort George an(l c8caped fronl Green Bush near the 
close of the 'war, 1813. He returned to hif.: place, Niagara, 
and finding his property burnt up and destroyed, it ener- 
vated hinl so Inuch that he died in a few n10nths after, in 
the 64th year of his age." 
On a ton1bs,tol1e near the north corller is a unique epi- 
taph, as desrribing one who had gained all the wealth he 
desired,- 
" An honest Juan's the nohle:-;t \york of God. In memory 
of Archibald Cunninghanl, who was born in Scotland and 
resided nearly thirty years in Canada. Having, during 
half of that time, by Strict Integrity and Persevering In- 
dustry in the Paths of Commerce acquired a Competency 
equal to his 'Vi shes, he retired to his Farm and there, by 
a life of Frugal Sinlplicity and disinterested Benevolence, 
he retained the affection of all his friends and procured the 
respect of all his Neighbors. These sentin1ents, evincing 
the Esteeln of those who accompanied hÜn through Life, 
IIave by thenl been engraven on this ]\[onunlent. Erected 
hy a graJteful and e:fÏectionate Friend. Ob. 21st 
\.ugust, 
1804." 
It is rClnarkable that a grandniece, }Ii
s Fanny Sibbald, 
was buried beside him in 1902 (by her own request). 
"Andrew Brady, born at Queenston I-Ieights _\ugust 
15th, 1789, died 1875." 
Iany remember him-familiarly 
known as Father Brady, a l\1:ethodiRt class leader. 
A fine granite monument has these inscription
: "To 
the glory of God and in lnenlory of 'Villiam 11cMurray, 
D.D., D.C.L., Archdeacon of Niagara and Rector of St. 
Mark's Parish for 37 years. Born Septenlber 19th, 1810, 
died May 19th, 1894. 'Lord, I have loved the habitation 
of Thy home, and the place where Thine honor dwelleth.' 
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Sacred to the memory of Charlotte Johnson, wife of 
R.ev. 'Villianl 1\1:c
furray, died 1871, aged 71." This, the 
first wife of Dr. 1\Ic}'Iurray, was the sister of 
Irs. School- 
craft and daughter of Chief Johnson, an Irish gentleman 
of Sault Ste. 1\Iarie, and an Indian Inaiden. 
One of the earliest teachers of Xiagara, the Rev. John 
Burns, is buried at Stalnford. Capt. David Thompson, of 
the Royal Scots, who wrote a history of the 'Yar of 1812 
and taught for lnany years, is buried here, also another edu- 
cator, 
\.ndrelv Heron, editor of The Gleaner
 lies with his 
four wives beside hiIn in an enclosure between the two 
defaced stones; Jean Baptiste Rousscaux, a 11ative of Paris 
and interpreter to Brant; Captain 
\.lexander Garrett, of 
the Grenadiers, who fought ,,'ith Brock at Queenston, all lie 
here, their graves as yet unmarked. )Iany quaint and 
curious lines may be found on the old stones. The exigen- 
cies of rhyme, rhythm and syntax are boldly met and con- 
quered; metaphors and similes, appropriate or not, abound. 


To a child: 


" Ann Grahaul, who died in 1802 aged four. 


U My time is short; the longer my rest 
God called me heare because he thought it best 
So weep not; drie up your tears 
Heare must I lie till Christ Apears." 


,Another reads thus: 


II Dear as thou didst in modest worth excell 
More dear than in a daughter's name farewell 
Farewell, dear Maria; but the hour is nigh 
When if I'm worthy we shall meet on high 
Then shall I say triumphant from the tomb 
Come to thy mother's arms dear Maria, come." 


U Filial affection stronger than the grave 
From Time's obliterating hand to save 
Erects this humble monument of stone 
Over a father's and a mother's bones." 


U Here lies as much virtue as could live." 
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These are all in the first decade of the century and form 
a contrast with the brief lines on two nlonuments of late 
years- 
"The memory of a life nobly rendered is immortal." 
"Laid here in faith, hope -and love, all that is mortal 
of -" 
A sad story is told on a cross in an enclosure with seven 
graves of young men snatched from life suddenly: 
" In 'affectionate remembrance of Robert C. Henderson, 
J. H. :Murray, C. E. Anderson, 'Veir Anderson, PhiJips 
Braddon, C. V. 'V. Vernon, Vincent H. Taylor, who were 
lost on 11th July, 1874, by the foundering of the Yacht 
Foam. n · 
st. Andrew's Cemetery.- In this enclosure, where the 
first church was erected in the town in 1794, none were 
buried till 1833, the first to be interred, he who conducted 
the first Sunday school in the town, mentioned in few 
words: 
"Sacred to the nlemory of John Crooks, died 
Iarch 
31st, 1833, aged 36. A native of Greenock, Scotland." 
A few military heroes land several United Empire Loyal- 
ists found here their last resting-place. 
"Sacred to the menlory of Donald J\-IcDonald, of the 
79th Highlanders, died 1846." 
"Thomas Ferguson, Royal Canadian Rifle Reginlent, 
born in the parish of Pithenwin, Fifeshire, Scotland, died 
1852." 
One United Empire Loyalist buried here was, when a 
child, a captive among the Indians for several years. 
"In memory of James Cooper, born in ScoUand 1770, 
emigrated to America in 1774, died 1856, in his 86th year. 
Elizabeth Ilixon, his wife, born in the Province of New 
Jersey in 1773, emigrated to Canada in 1788, died 1855, 
aged 82." 
Descendants of Captain Jacob Ball, of Butler's Rangers, 
are buried here-William M. Ball and his son, Robert N. 
Ball, both office-bearers in St. Andrew's Church. 
A skilful physician and snrgeon who, dying in Toronto, 
wished to be buried Dear old St. Andrew's, is thus com- 
memorated : 
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" In nlenlory of Dun
an Calnphel1, 1\LD., of Edinburgh, 
died Fcbruary
 1th, 18'1!), agcd 68 years." 
...\ benefa(.tor of thr church who left a le
a('y of t:750 i
 
thus mcntioned: 
" Sacreù to thr l11en10ry of Catharine Young, who died 
in 18-t-l, aged 67. 'rhis iribnte of regard i
 erected by the 
relatives of her husband, John Y qung., who 'V'a
 drownecl 
in Lake Ontario, July 
oth. 18-1:0." 
,One of the fathers of the chureh, who for fl fty years 
was connected with it as an office-bearer, and wa
 also fin 
officer in the Lincoln 1lilitia in 1812: "'Viniam Duff 
l\Iiner, 1786-1839." 
.L\ later grave is that of " John "jlajorihanks Lawder, for 
111any years pJ udge of the County of Lincoln." 
Dr. 'Yhitelaw, a distinguished scholar, who taught the 
Granlmar S('hool both in Niagara and I\:ingston, lie:-; here. 
dying in 1851. 
Several show great age, as "John Eglesunl, died 185]. 
aged 93," and Lachlan l\IcPher
on, who had ahno
t attained 
the century lin1Ït. 
Next the church is an enclosure covered with fragrant 
1ilies of the vaney; a sInall tablet on the wall above it ha,; 
these "\\'ords: C( The 1\IinisterB' Burying Place." Strange 
to say, in the 120 years of itR existen('e no 1l1inister of the 
church has been buried here; only a 
l11al1 111annd. that of 
an infant of a day, Inay be seen in the plot. 

Iany nanIe:-; show nationality, as 
IcFarlan(l, 1\[{' Pher
on, 
Davidson, Daw
:;on, Logan, Swinion, Forbes, Oarnochan. 
St. Vincent de PauL-In early (lav:-: those of the Ron1an 
Catholil 1 faith were buried in St. )Iark'F, then the only 
(.emetery in the town. :Near the ('hul'l'h a nlilitary }llan with 
a well-known HRUle i
 huric(l : " To the nlClllory of Lieuten- 
ant ,A,djutant Reginald 1\1 (' Donnell. Boyal Canadian ]
iflr 
HegiulCnt, who dirù at Kiagara. C. \V.. on the 20th Decen1- 
ber, lB.;], aged 
H) year
." 
In the enclosure of the 
IacDougal fanlily i
 the grave 
of Colonrl T)anicJ 1Ll(:Dongal, Trra
urer of the Unitcd 
Countie
 of Lincoln, 'Velland àIHl IIaldimand for many 
years. lIe fought at LUl1dy'
 Lane and Jay on the field all 
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night, 'being reported as nlortally wounded, bu
 rec.overecl, 
carrying in his body a bullet to his grave. HIS wIfe anù 
her mother lie buried here, rthe inscriptions showing the 
Scottish origin, 
fcN abb and 
lcDonell. 
Mrs. Stephenson, a benevolent lac1:v of the town, whose 
kind face and ready sn1Ïle are not forgotten, lies buried 
here. 111 a distant corner is a Inonument to 111ark the 
grave of Patrick Lawles
, the fireman of the steamer 
Zimmerman
 burnt to death on board, the night of August 
21st, 1863. 
Near this i
 a lnark of filial affection. Father John 
I(ennedy has placed this in
crip'tion to the 111emory of his 
f,a ther : 
"In IneIl1Ürianl Bernardi l(ennedy cujus aninla ut Re- 
quiescat in pace desiderantur fideliuln suffragia nlortuus 
est IV l(al Decenlbris A.D. 1857, _
llno Ætatis suæ 53. 
Grato animo filius ejus Reverendus Joannes P. Kennedy, 
Presbyter, Hoc, eregi curavit." 
I-Iere, in the east corner of the graveyard, unll1arked and 
forgotten, lie the viotinls of ihe ship fever of 1847, Rnù 
somewhere, unkno\vn now, was buried James 
forreau, who 
was executed in 1838 for his share in the Rebellion. 
Baptist (Colored) Graveyard.-A \vhite child, the 
daughter of Rev..John Oakley, '\vas buried here along with 
111any du
ky Africans \vho had escaped from slavery by the 
underground railway or otherwi
e. Here, too, is buried a 
hero whose nalne should not be forgotten, though it is 
unrecorded in granite or nlarble-Herbert Holnles, a 
teacher and exhorter who organized '3 band of several hun- 
dred to surround the jail to prevent the return of )Ioseby, 
an escaped slave, to bondage. Holmes and Green were shot 
and buried here, 'having given their lives to save their 
hrother from sliavery. 
1fethodist Gravey;ard.-Ilere is found a 1110nUnlent to 
John Boyd who died here in 1885, aged 85. He had been 
a teacher in Toronto, and wa
 the father of Sir John Boyd, 
whose son has given his life in South Africa. Here are 
buried John Eedson and Salome Crane, his wife, of United 
Enlpire Loyalist hirth, fronl K ova Scotia; and George 
\
 arey, who played the bass viol in the church. 
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Two old grey stones show burials in early days,- 
" Sarah Laurence, died 1825, aged 64;" 
" Gideon Howell, died 1827, aged 22." 
U Here in the silent tomb beneath this miry sod, 
Lies one who bore the cross and trusted in his God. 
Farewell, dear wife and friends and my dear little son, 
l\iy work is finished and the prize is won." 



CHAPTER XXVII. 
INDIANS
 THEIR TREATIES AND COUNCIL 
MEETINGS. 


How few of us, while standing on the soil trodden in 
Îornler days by the red nlan dispossessed of his hunting- 
grounds, ever think of what strange scenes were enacted 
here before our town becanle the capital of Upper Canada. 
It is rather remarkable that in visiting the Archaeological 
)[ UReurn ,ve find so few Indian relics fronl this region to 
illuRtrate the history of the aborigines, while from other 
places, as Orillia, Essex, Peterboro, etc., there are so many. 
Two reasons may explain this. While Eries, Hurons and, 
finally, the Neutrals or Attiwandarons were exterminated 
by the fierce Iroquois, the land of the Neutrals was left for 
a time almost unoccupied, and so, few" relics of Indian occu- 
pation were left; or because this region was earlier occu- 
pied by the British than was the rest of Ontario, so that 
Indi.an remains would be destroyed or covered up by the 
formation tOf new soil. '"Vbat is called Niag-ara Plains, it 
is believed, formed the cornfields of the Indians, and here 
no doubt the Indian 'Wom'an planted and hoed and ground 
the grain in. the mealing-stones, ,vhile her n1ate hunted 
or fi
hed or "
ent on a war quest. 
There is a very interesting reference to two little Indian 
girls in 1771 in the life of Mrs. T sabella Yarshall Graham, 
the wife of Dr. Grahan1, GOth Royal AlTIcrican Regiment 
Rtationed at Fort Niagara. 
J n the publications of the 
Iichigan Hi:;torical Society 
are found many reÍeren
e8 to nleetings of the Indians at 
Niagara. These are ('opied fronl n1anuscripts in the Ar- 
{'hives at Ottawa. Proceedings of a Council held at 
Niagara with the chiefs of ,the Six Nations, 24th lVIay, 1791, 
"present Colonel Gordon, 26th Regiment, commanding 
TTp1?er Posts: llieutenant-Colonel Butler, Deputy Agent of 
T n(llalls; )f ajor Du fr, Captain Duke, Captain Bygrave, 
191 
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Captain I)acres, Lieutenant Green, Lieutenant 
ir 'Yilliam 
Er
kinc, Lieutenant Duke, all of the 26th RegIment; and 
Licutenant Gillespie, 65th Regiment 
 Lieutenant TIruy- 
ere
, Royal Engineeri<': Lieutenant Suckling, Roy
l Hegi- 
Jnent of .A.rtilJery. Specches were nlade by the FIsh Car- 
rier, a Cayuga chief, Farnler's Brother and also Corn- 
killer. 
-\ reply wa
 nlade by 'Colonel Gordon, comlnending 
thenl for their 'practiee of not tran:-:acting any busine
ð 
with the States of America .without the knowledge of the 
K:ing, your Father.'" In the speech of Fanner's Brother 
i
 .a refcrencc showing the influence of the Indian women: 
he says, "'Yhen our chief WOl1len requested of us in Coun- 
cil to give Polonel Proctcr a:-:
i
tanee. . . . this had grcat 
weight ".ith us." 1 t i
 likely that this meeting took place 
at Fort Niagara, a:-i there the troops wcre :-:tationc(1, 
but it is ccrtain that the next 11lceting took plaee in 
the town and the e\:act BpOt can be pointed out,- Free- 
masons' Hall, sOlnetimes called 
\.gricultural IIall. 
In 1793, we learn fronl the Archi\Tes that Silncoe sent a 
request for two hundrcd silyer 11ledal:-i \\rith the arnlS of 
1T pper Canada for thc ] ndians, al
o flags and cOlnnlunioll 
plate. 
The minutes of a Council hcld at "Frecnlasons' Hall, 
Niagara, Sunday, 7th ,-Tuly, 170:3, pre5ent His Excellency 
Colonel Simcoe, cOlll111anding the TZ"ing's Troops in Uppcr 
Canada; )fajor Slnith, Conunandant of the Garrison of 
Kiagara; Captain Shank, Quccn's Ranger
, cOlnnlan<<1illg' 
at Queen
ton; E. B. Littlchale
; Licutenant Talhot, 24th 
Reginlent; a180 scveral offieers. sonIC of the memhers of 
thp Exeeutiyc an(1 Legi:-:IHtin
\ Coull(.ils and Tlou
c of 
\
- 
sClnhly, n1agi
trartc
 and rc
pr('ta hlc in ha hitantK of tlH\ 
}>f()\rinc-e, Captain J oscph Brant alJc1 about fifty Indian
. 
.1oseph Rrant 
pokc ill the nan1C of thc deputation a fcw 
word
 of greeting, rcspondcd to by Govcrnor 
Íln('oe. The 
[1omlni:-::-:ioners fronl thc United States thcn entcrcd the 
IIall and took thflir scab, viz., General Lineoln, Gencral 
Han(lolph, and Colonel Pickering, attenùed by their seere- 
tary and 
c,reral intl'rpreters." 
The ne
 t nleeting wa
 al
o in Freemasons' Hall, -!\ Ion - 
day, July 8th. Coloncl Piekcring reaù a long specch, giv- 
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ing explanations, and Cats' Eyes, a Shawnee chief, pro- 
n1Ïsed an answer the next day, and at the third meeting in 
the same place, on Tuesday, July 9th, Joseph Brant replied 
that a further meeting would take place at Sandusky, 
wher,e many Indians 'were waiting. In a letter of Governor 
Sinlcoe, Navy Hall, July 10th, he says, "two hundred 
and eighty Indians arrived here from Kingston and are 
to he Rent on to the place of meeting." 
1'h e [Tpper Canada Ga":,ette
 July 11th, 1793, printed at 
Niagara, nlentions these three meetings and that the three 
commissioners were entertained by Sirnf'oe. The name 
given him by the Indians, "Deyonguhokrawen" (One 
who
p door is always open), "'''as ,veIl earned. 
At a meeting held at Newark, 30th March, 1795, were 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bntler, Dep. A.I.A.; Major Bumbury, 
5th Regin1ent; }fr. William .J ohnson, interpreter, and three 
principal Seneca chiefs fronl Buffaloe Creek, viz., Farn1er's 
Brother, Red Jacket, Shentioghquatigh. The first-nlen- 
tioned f'hief eXplained what was done at the treaty held 
last fall with the United States, correcting wrong impres- 
sions. Thev had given the right of making a wagon road 
from Fort Schlosser to Black Rock. Colonel Butler replies, 
pron1ising to have the papers they had brought copied and 
returnecl to then1 the next clay, and says he has ordered a 
few necessary articles to be given them as a token of his 
approbation. Signed" N ew:ark, 31st March, 1795, John 
Butler, Agent." 
When Fort Niagara ,vas given up, 11th August, 1796, 
SÜncoe sent word to the United States officer that there 
were three thousand T ndians at the Fort to he victualled. 
In 1802 there was a meeting of the chiefs in the Coun- 
cil House and the signatures of chiefs, British officers and 
eivilians are preserved. The interest on f:12.863, the price 
of 79,160 acres at 3s. 6el. per acre, from 1797 to 1802 at 
E;ix per cent. was to be paid. The signatures of chiefs are 
all by "his X mark," except that of Joseph Brant, which is 
a fine signature. 'The other signatures are R. 
.c\ddison, 
R. Kerr, W. J. Chew, A. Stewart, A. Macdonell, R. Beas- 
ley. By the treaty of 1805 Brant was empowered to go to 
Engla.nd to treat with t,hp king on their behalf; the signa- 
14 
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tures are seen of Jean Baptiste Rousseaux and 'Villiam 
Johnson Chew. 
After the death of General Brock there wa
 a meeting of 
I ndians at the Council Honse, 6th X ovenlher, 1812, and the 
references to the heloved general are most pathetic. 'rhere 
were pres en t represcn ta ti yes of the Six Nation J ndians. 
Hurons, Chippewas, PottaW'attomies, etc., also Colonel 
'Yillianl Clans, Deputy Superintendent-General, Captain 
Norton, Captain J. B. RousReaux, and several other officer" 
of the Indian Department. Little Cayuga was the chief 

peaker-" Brothers, we, therefore, now' seeing you dark- 
ened with grief, your eyes clinl ,,
ith tears and your throats 
stopped with the force of your affection, with these string:4 
of WampUl11 we wipe away your trarR that you may see 
clearly the surrounding objects, we clear the passage in 
your throats that JOu may have free utterance :for your 
thoughts, ana we wipe tlear fronl hlood thr place of your 
abode, that you ma

 
it there in comfort 'without having 
rene\\'ed the renlemhranre of your loss by the remaining 
Rtain
 of blood. That the remain
 of your late beloved 
friend and pommander. General Brock, shan receive no 
injury we ['oyer it with thiR bclt of wampum, which we 
(10 fronl the grateful Rensations whi['h his friendship to- 
wardç,: us inRpired u:;; with, a1",0 in ronformity to the cust01ns 
of our ancestors." With the a(ldre
:;; were presenteil eight 

trings of white wampum and a large white belt; and .fixe 
Rtrings of white wanlpum were plared over hi
 grayc that 
it 1night re['eive no injury. 
On thp 13th Augnst and 1st Septrmher. 18]!). wa-; a 
[1ounril nleeting of the following T ndian tribe
, viz., 
TInrons. 
[ohawks. Oneida
, Ononòaga
, Caynga
, SenecaR. 
Tns('aroras, Tutulies, Delawarc
. A letter fr01n 'Villialll 
Clau
, Deput

 Superintendent-General of Tndian Affair
. 
mentions that there wcre present forty of their leaòing 
n1rn fronl Grand River anil the 
ame numher from Buf- 
falo, hut about fonr hundred of their young people also camr 
(lown 
 the meeting was yery orderly. There were also 
nre
ent Lieutenant-Colonel Robertson, commanding. 

fajor D(\ llarrn, offker
 of fhr Garri
on ani] scveral 
g:rnt1empn of thf' town. Thr Deputy 
llpf'rint
nòent- 
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General uncovered the King's Council Fire by preBenting a 
belt of white wampum; speeches were made by Tekarihoya, 
a Mohawk chief, Echo and Old Eel, two Onondaga chiefs, 
Red Jacket, a Seneca chief, and the Deputy Superin- 
tendent-General. Much cerenlony "Tas observed and those 
from opposite sides of the river shook hands and the usual 
figurative language was used, as "to make our friendship 
1asting we put the tOlnahawk the depth of a pine tree under 
the ground. \Ve condole with you for the loss of your 
friends and wipe the tears from your eyes, 'we open your 
throats that you may speak your minds freely. \Ye rejoice 
that the Great Spirit has brought us together to unite and 
he friends. Many haye been the nlcetings at this place 
hetween the King and our ancestor
. T am an old nlan 
anò have been present at nlany of these meetings, ,vhen 
your grandfather spoke t.o us (Sir Willian1 .J ohnson) . We 
will always relllelnber his wordR. 'rhey are buried deep 
Ül our hearts." 
By a document granting 15,360 acres in 1826 we see 
the feelings of the Indians to Colonel Claus, the land given 
being part of that granted by Raldimand in 1784 to the 
Six Nation Inàians. 
"\YhereaR the Ron \VilliaIll Claus, of the town of 
Niagara, has for the la
t thirty year
 heen our trustee 
and lllauag-e(l our aff.air
 with great advantage to our 
jJ}ter(.
ts :1nc1 ]naàc profitahly availablp onr money "rith- 
out any cOlnpen
ation from us whatever. And we, the said 
Saf'lH)nl
 and Ch ief 'Varriors, ,vil1ing to attribute such 
(li
interested conduct to feelingR which have characterized 
his anC'Pstor. Sir \Villianl tT ohn
on. towards our nation, 
hesid('
 his father who 
ern)(l ,\rith 11S eluring the whole of 
the French 'Var, as well as that of the Rpbellion, anrl being 
TIIOre particularly ahle to he our friend from speaking our 
languages. and who, together with hÜnself, have resided 
with 'ana anlongst us an-d guarded our interests with par- 
('ntal solirituàe, therefore, having taken into consideration 
the long. arduous and faithful service of our trustee and 
to pay and satisfy his just c1ainls upon us and as a mark 
of our {1
t('rm and gratitude, rlf'ternlinp to RUrrenÒ(1r to the 
:,aid \VjIl iam Claus," etc. 



]
() 


11I:-;TOHY OF NIAG
\lL\ 


This is signed by forty-nine "SacheIlls and Chief 'Yar- 
riors of the Six Ration Indians, 'who gaye lands on the 
Grand or Ouse River." 
The expense incurred by the British in Inaintainillg the 
Indians ",'as enornlOU
. Tn a letter to Colonel Bouquet, 6th 
,A,ug-ust, 1764, "the Indians conSUlne here eyery day 3,000 
ration
; one day they had 4,000." In 1777, when the 
Council ,vas held on the plains, 29th 1\Iay, Chief David 
Hill says "six mil(1
 on the banks of Grand River was gi,'en 
by }Iississauga
 to the Six :N atiol1
, when there was a great 
feast and the 
nloking of the pipe of peace." 
,At the lnceting in Decenlber there was f'pcnt 
1-t-,OO() 
and ß2,OOO in present
. Butler drew a bin on a nlerchallt 
for r14,759 for sundries for Inùial1
. 
The story of the Gilbert captivity may be told here, 
'Particularly as it C'onfirms the date of one of the early 
fan1Ïlies settled at Niagara and a
 it 
hows the different 
nletho(ls of the Tndians in their treabnent of captives, and 
n If:o :,hows the kindne
:, c\:tel1(le(l hy British officers ann 
their win

 in ran
oH}iJ)g the:,e eaptives. rfhe book whieh 
contains their story is most interesting, and was printed 
in Lonrlon in 1790. Benjamin Gilbert and his family, 

eventeen in all, living on the ronfines of Penn
y]val1ia. of 
ages froln an infant to the father 69 years of age, were 
surpri
('d andearriet1 off on the 25th ...'\.pri1, ] 7RO, by elrven 
Indians who had fled from the approach of Sullivan's army 
into Canada and were now n1aking reprisals on the white
. 
Renjamin Gilbert and family ,vere a(lopten. During all 
their adventures and hardships they must have kept sonIC 
reC'ord. They were separated and wandered about with th(' 
1 ndians in different pla('e
. Son1e of them reached Fort 
Niagara on 2 ah May, 1781. rrhe names of offieC'rs an' 
g-i\'cn, an10ng them Colol1rl Gny .T ohn
on and C;olonel But- 
lpr. (toil three ""ere Rnrrenclered to theIne l\nother offi('er. 
Lieutenant IIiJyard.. hought ha('k with ,t:30 and present:-: 
;.ll1other. Clothing wa!; obtained fronl the king'
 
tore
. 
"r ord came fronl 
fontreal to send them on there and 
Bran t's 3F:sistance was a
ked. Colonel Claus wrote from 

Iontreal to intercede for the freedom of the rest of the 
pRrty. Romp of their C'flpt.orf: C'Rme one hundred and fifty 
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miles to Fort Niagara in :five days for clothing and food 
from the king's stores. A yessel was sent for them and 
they crossed the river to go on board-thus five were sent 
aWRY. 
\hller Gilbert and l
lizabeth ,yere with Indians 
near the Fans and f'a1ne down to what they called ButJers- 
burg, a snlall village -on th
 opposite side of the river to 
Fort Niagara,-thus "
e gain one of the nanl(lS of the town 
-they 'wrnt to the house of an EngliRhman, one John 
Secor(l, who was styled brother to the ehief, having lived 
with hÏ1n ROllle tinle, and in 
July, 1781, Colonel ButJel' 
tried to free ....\.bner, who now found his sister and stayed 
two weeks in thE' house of .J ohn Seeord and drew cJothing 
fronl the king's 
tore
. 1
1izaheth was very cOlufortable 
herr with John Secord's wife, and Captain Frey's wife 
went to se
 tlH' ('hild of Elizaheth Peart. oypr a Yl'ar 01(1. 
with the Indians. 1\11'8. Frey purcha
ed jt for thirteen 
dol]ar
. Elizabeth Gilbert lived lnore than a year in ,Juhn 
Secord's house and bCf'anlC' fondly aUaehp(! to thelU, f'allin
 
ì\f rs. Secord her nlêU11111<1. .J'Ühn Sef'ol'd took her one day 
to Fort Niagara, where Rhe InE't six of her relatioll
. J ohl1 
Secord and Colonel Butler procured her release froln the 
T nòian who f'laÜned her, by presents. She then stayed 
two weeks nlore ,,'ith the Sef'ord fan1Ïly. General Haldi- 
nland, at Quebec, now 
ent orders for iibE'rty to be giyen 
to the remaindrr of the fanli1y, and at a Counejl Fire it 
waR agrf'ed to :5urrellder thenl after valuable presentR were 
given by Colonel Rutler. On the :3rc1 .J nne, ] 782, t1H'V 
Railed for l\lontreal, and the whole party, ex
c]Jt one, finally 
reached home by boat and wagon, Septem1Jl'r, ] 782. The 
father had died fronl hardship, but all the rest nlet after 
their adventures Sill('C they had been separated; some had 
run the gauntlet, others were painted black for death, but 
were finally adopted into Indian farnilies. rrhe ,vhole story 
g-ivC'R valuable :-:idelight
, the lUlllle
 of offif'er
 the habits o"f 
India
R, the kind
ess of the garriBon, etc. ' The orip-inal 
hook ]
 rare, but It has, I believe, been rpprillted. 
The late Captain Geale used to tell of his remelnbrance 
as a boy of lneetings at the" 'Vilderness," belonging to his 
grandfather, Colonel \Villiam Claus, no\,
 owneù by Mr. 
\\7. H. J. Evans. He had seen the 
pa('iolls ground around 
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the house full of Indians who had come for their presents 
received annually. 
Some of the oldest inhabitants of the town may remem- 
ber the lacrosse Inatches which w'ere held on the common 
at the time of the Annual Fair, the last one held being in 
18:)!). The competing parties were the 
Iohawks, fronl the 
Indian RE'serye near Brantford, and thE' Tuscaroras, froln 
near Xiagara Falls, N.Y. The l\Iohawks had generally 
heen the winIler
. but this year the ganlP hroke up without 
a decision, aq the fuscaroras were arcused of unfa irne:-:
. 
...\.t different tinlCS there had been a \Yar Dance, which 
flttracted g-reat I3ttention, as the 1 n<1ians were in full ro:;:- 
tUIne of fcathers a1H1 paint, the dance ending with tlw 
frightful war whoop. 
\ Cer(ll110n in 1 yip-it ,va
 alway
 pë:lit1 
to the Clench honw
t(la(l, as th(l family c1a iUIS (lE'S('(lnt froB} 
Sir 'YilJiam .Johnson and 1\iolly Brant. 
In St. 
iark'
 grav(lYHnl are buricd a daughter, )[ r:::. 
n. I
E'rr, who died in 1794, anà 'Ir
. nalf
 rlench, a grand- 
daughter of Sir '\Tillinnl flnel the si
ter of Chief Hran1. 
)1any rCl11emb(lr the lTI(leting on the Conlnlon in 188-1. the 
f'pntennial of the landing 0 f the 1T niteà ETnpirp Lo
ra 1 i
t.
. 
wh(ln there werE' forty-eight chiefs and warriors froni thp 
G-rand Riyer Reserve: '"fwo of the--e were survivors of tlw 
\Var of 1812. The rru
('arora Indian band was also pre:-,- 
(lnt, Captain Snloke .J ohn
()n, in his 93rd year, and Chief 
.J ohn Tututle, in his 91st year, and a ceremonial war 
<1anre was perfornled. Several of thr (.hiefs were entf1l'- 
tainpd by the late Senator Plumh. 
l\t a Ineeting of t1lE' Ontario Ilistoric-al HOf'iety i 1\ 
Niagara, 1R97. a deputation of :-:ixtcpn l'hiefs froln Oh
- 
wekC'n, near Brantfor(t attended, and in thl' evening l'OIl- 
c1ucteel a nweting in the rourt IT OU
f' around the Council 
Fire. 'rhe Superjntendent, E. D. Cameron, pre
ided, with 
the Intcrpreter and Seeretary, one on each side, and thp 
chiefs ranged on opposite sides. There were two Firp- 
kecper
, OIlonclaga;:" who kindlec1 the fire (nletaphorirally). 
On one side 
at the )Iohawks and Senecas, and on th(l other 
thp Oneidas, Cayugas and Sene('a
. The subject of di
- 
cussion wa
 the advisability of forming an Historical 
Society on the Reserye. This was argued pro and con with 
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great eloquence 'and volubility, as ,yell as with dignity and 
deliberation. The speakers spoke, some in their own lan- 
guage, some in very good English. The ritual was care- 
fully observed, and the rules of debate. The chief inter- 
preter explained the arguments on each side to the audi- 
ence when the Indian language was used. All was con- 
ducted with dignity and the utnloS't decorum and no doubt 
good argumentative powers were displayed both by those 
who favored the formation of an Historical Society and 
those who were opposed to it. 
As showing the close r,easoning and readiness in debate 
of the Indian orator, i,t is told in the New York Missionary 
}.{ agaz1:ne, 1801, that the fan10u
 R(Jd J ackei made a speech 
to the }'iissionary Holtnes, charaeteristic and full of irony: 
"Father, 'we Tndians are a
tonishrò. at you ,vhites that 
when Jc::;u
 Christ was anlong 
TOU and went about <loing' 
good, speaking th(J good worò., h(Jaling the sick, that you 
\\'hiÜ:1 peop]r did Hot. pay attention to FritH ancl b(Jlievp 
lIinl. and that you put lTinl ,to death wh(J1l you had tlw 
nood Book ill your pos::;rp-:-:ion. Father, we art' astonished 
that the white people who have the good hook raIled th{\ 
Rihl{), that tells thenl ihe will of the Great Spirit, that 
they are so bad and do RO Jnany wicked things." 
We do not know' that rrecunlseh was eyer in 
iagara, 
but we have a description of him and a fragment of one 
of his speeches made near 'Vest Flamhoro. ::\Ir
. Van- 
Every, in giving remini:,cenres to the family, says, "He 

wayed hiq hearers like reeds, his words were like an elec- 
tric ('harge. My brother, at si\:teel1, would dress up like 
an Indian and repeat the speeches oi Tecunlseh, which 
seemed to have fixed themselves in the nlÎnds of mv mother 
and broth(Jr. SOlne sentences I rememher. 'The pale 
faces who fight against our father the British king, are our 
enemies. 'They came to us hungry and they (,llt off the 
h.ands of our brothers who gave them corn. We gave them 
rIvers full of :fish and they poisoned our fountains. 'Ve 
gave them mountains and valleys full of game and jn 
return they gave our great warriors runl and trinkets and 
a gra'l'e. 'The shaòes of our slaughtered fathers can find 
no rest, their eyes can see no herds in the hills of light in 
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the hunting-grounds of the dead. Until our enemies are DO 
more we nlu
t be as one man under one chief whose namp 
is Death. I have spoken.'" She proceeds to say: "He often 
warned his people against fire-water," and goes on to give 
a description of him, and of his powers as an orator, " He 
went off about five miles from ,y r
t Flaulboro village, near 
the great burial ground where your father and the late 
Bon. James Crooks dug up the big copper kettle, pipes, 
beads, clay crocks and tomahawks without number. lie 
was dark copper color, tall, six feet in height, broad 
shoulders, deep chested, had long large arms, prominent 
brows and chin, a Roman nose, piercing eyes, black hair. 
He wore a toque of eagle plunles, silver half-moon orna- 
ments in his fine robe and had beads on his moccasins and 
leggings. Quiet, lonesome, proud. IIis wigwam was north 
of our house; he harangued thousands of Indians who 
were as still as statues of Rtone. '\hen he raised his arlll 
they said Hough! meaning attention. He was a nlan no 
one could forget. A perfect Demosthenes in eloquence, he 
swayed his hearers like reeds, hÜ
 words were like an elec- 
tric charge." 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 
ST. VINOENT DE PAUL OlIUROH. 


THE register of this church begins in 1833, but there are 
:-;everal loose sheets dated 1827, and other documents show 
that the service for those of this faith was not neglected, 
as in the time of Governor Simcoe a French refugee Domi- 
nican priest dre\v rations in 1793, but w'as dislnissed in 
1794-, Britain and France being then at war. At this time 
the English Church service "'"as performed in the Indian 
Council House on one Sunday for the Protestant soldiers, 
and 1\fass on the next Sunclay for 'Catho] iCR. The next 
military chaplain was Edmund Burke, a tall, handsome 
man, murh liked, whose appointment canle about in this 
way. In Septenlber, 1798, complaints were made by the 
townspeople about the Catholic soldiers in taverns, while 
the Protestant soldiers were in church. Orders were given 
that all should attend the Protestant service, but as many 
of the soldiers in the regin1ent were Catholics, Father 
Burke, who was travelling, offered his services and became 
the military chaplain. 
One of the earliest settlers after the war waR Patrick 

IcArale, and in his house, that now occ-upied by l\1:rs. 
Curtis, divine servlC'e was held, and later in 
Iiss Cathline's 
house. The first name on the loose Rheets in the register 
is ,James 'V. Campion from 1826 to 1830. In 1830 came 
Father Gordon, and in 1831 subscription lists were opened 
for building a church, which was the first Catholic church 
in the peninsula. J t ,vas finished in 1834, and opened for 
service Nov. 9th, but a marriage took place in it July 
23rd. The priest's house was built in 18
5 at a cost of 
;[253 14s. 40d. Father Lynch, who was so popular with 
Catholics and Protestants, allowed the writer to take some 
extracts from the Register. :Ñluch information is also 
gleaned from the" Catholic Church in the Niagara Penin- 
sula" by Dean Harris, who has wri tten several interesting 
books. . 
201 
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In the r
gister are reéon1ed several yi
its of Bishop )lac- 
donell, who diò sllch arduous nlis
ionary service for his 

hurch in Canada. He was entertained by Colonel 
Iac- 
Dougal, who was for Inany year
 the nlost liberal supporter 
of his 
hurch in Niagarã. 
"12th August. 1827.-By the Right Rev. Alexander 
)[a(.donel] ha:-; been haptized 
[ar'y I-Iarri
, horn 11th .luly, 
] K
7, of the lawful nlarringe of .J ohn II arris and 1\Iargaret 
(frey, who is not a Ronlan Catholi
, the sponsor
 being 
Patri
k }IcArdle and )Iarv "FeQ'an. al
o 
I
Aròle.-Ale"'{. 
":\Iacdonell, R. Ep." .' 
l\nother e"'{tract 
how's a ycrv ('arcfn 1 111arriaU"l' noti
e: 
"Rth October, 1827.---,rorlle'Iiuc;: Calahan and. 
Iary Car- 
rol both fronl I relanc1, haying 
olenln]y clcf'larea ana given 
a certifif'ate of their not heing nlarrieò or contraf'tcd beforc 
with any per
on and not heing ahle to disf'oyer any ÎInpcdi- 
n1cnt to pr
Ycnt thenl frolll gfltting- I11RrrlC(l, r. the uncler- 
signed ROlnan Catholic Ini

ionary for Xiagara. DUllda
, 
l'ff'., have rrf'ei,ed their lImtual f'on
pnt of marriRgr, nnd 
have giyen the benediction è\f'C'orùing to the rule
 of thr 
Holy Ronlan Catholic (1hnr<:11 in pre
en
e of Patrick Cul- 
len, J}atrick IIandy, Andrew Roylan, Patrick Flynn an(l 

[ary Kelly. (.sgd.) .Taull':- ".... Call1pion. )L Pt." 
Thr letters following the nanle stand for !\Iis:Üonary 
Pripst, and his field of lahor extelHlc(l to St. Thomas and 
London, as' at this tilne there were only three priest
 in 
north-we
tern Ontario. 1'hr su('ee

or was Rev. )[jchael 
Lalor, aHa the next, Edward Gordon, a nlan of f'trollg" 
phy
ieal power
 and indomitable will. Four a
res of 
ground, taken fronl the 
Iilitary Re
en-e, were dredcd io 
Rishop )fardonell for the 
hurch. .Although built in 1R
--I, 
the pews werc not put in till 1844, at an expense of !29, 
l)aid in 1846. Father Gordon stayed fronl 183-1 to 184-6, 
and Re,. John Carrol fronl 184() to 18-1-9. Dean )Iulli- 

Rn. who did 
u('h goud work in 
t. Catharines after- 
ward
, ,vas here fronl 1857 to 1860, and Father Hobin, a 
very learned n1an, from 1861 to ] 868. Father Harold 
wa
 stationed here twiee, fir
t froBl 1879 to 1889, and 
again from 1890 to 189.1. 
Iany remen1ber the genial 
Father L:ynch, whosr early death wa:ò :,0 lamented and 
w'ho
e grave is kept covered with flowers by loving hands. 
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IT is generally supposed that the L\ct passed in 1793 in 
Newark completely abolished slavery, but this is a mis- 
conception. It only provided for the gradual abolition of 
Rlavery. _.\.11 slaves henceforward entering Uppcr Canada 
were to be frefl, as the sweet singer of Olney hacl said, 
"that lnoment when they touch our soil that nloment they 
are free"; an children of slaves were to be free at twenty- 
five years of age, and any born after the Art of 1793 were, 
of course, free. The advertisenlent of the sale of slave
 
n fter this date is thus expla ilw<l. rrhat the bill wa
 not 
pa:-;sec1 without oppo
ition Wp learn f["OJu a letter of Sinu'ol' 
to I>unc1ar-:. 
eptcnlher. 17D;
, :-:onle wi:-;hing to bring in 
f'lav<!s for two years 111Ore, hut, as uRun]. a conlpronliRe was 
rnade. property secured and abolition was gradual. In 
the rensus of ] 7'83, taken by Colonel Butler, there is nlen- 
tioned one nlale 
lave, the property of l\1:r. McMicking. In 
the wiU of Colonel Butler sla, e
 were left to his heirs. On 
3rd July. 1193,-this was before the Act was passed,-there 
is an advertisement of Thomas Butler of "five dollars 
rpwanl; ran away, a j}egro Inan-SerYant Tlanlcd ,John. Al1 
forbid harboring hinl at their peril." In 1795-" For sale, 
for three year:-; by the year or the 111011th, a negro wench 
named Cloe, 23 years old, understands washing, cooking." 
Signed Robert Franklin, at the Rec(}iYer-General'
. Cloo 
would evidently be free in less than threfl year
. ,T anuary 
25th, 1795-" "Tanted, a negro girl about 12. ..1 g-enerous 
price will be given. _\.pply to printers." \.lld again, Octo- 
ber 4th-" 'Ynnted to pUTcha::.:e a negro girl fronl 7' to 12, of 
good disposition; '\T. J. Crooks." In 1801-" For sale, 
'R negro nlan slave, 18 years old, has had the smallpox." 
In 1802-"AU persons ,are forbidden harboring my Indian 
slave Sal, as I am determine<l to prosecute any offenders 
to the utmost extent of the law and persons who suffer 
203 
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her to remain on their premises for the space of half an 
hour without my written consent win be taken as offending 
and deaH with accordingly. Charles Field." 'I"his advcr- 
ti
ement 
oun<.l
 suffieiently iInperious. 'Ve know that 

onl(, of the United Empire Loyali
tf' brought 
laYcs with 
thenl, as l\lcl\Iicking, of Stanlford, and on th
 
ervos farnl 
was one called Rob Jupiter. An a<lvf'rti
cnlent, ,ovember 
28th, 1802, reads: " For 
a ]C'. a llf'gl'O :-:1 a \ l'. 18 Yf'ars of 
age, stout and healthy, has had 
lnallpo
. and is capabh' 
of f'ervice either in the house or outdoorR. Cash in pay- 
ment. Inquire of printer." As all children born in 
Rlavery ""
ou]d be free at the Jatp
t in 1 R18. we find no ad- 
vertisenlents in later papers, but in t R"2ö, Halfe Clen('h 
advertiRe
. "Sixpen('e reward for an indented black ser- 
vant girl, named )laria Hrl'('kenri(lg'p, who, with her hlack 
stepfather, stole hlanket
, etC'.. whiC'h were rcreiycc1 at 
Lewiston." Several strange storie
 are tolel of 
bn7p
 who 
had eseaped fr01ll the far Ronth, following the north star 
to Jiherty, crossing the Niagara River. one heing so ('01)- 
fu
ecl that when he landed on thc Canadian Ride he thoug-llt 
he wa
 wrong and went ha('k, fortunately finding out h j
 
mi
take before it was too late. One who afterwarcls heeanw 
a uReful and trusted servant attmnpted to cr05S on a 
heavy door, but was carried out to the Jake and only 
picked up by th
 stcanlf'r fronl rroronto the ncxt day. 
A strange story is told in all lR28 pappr: " TCiònapping: 
A black man by the nRlnc of .T
ulles Sn1Ïth, in the enlploy 
of R. 
r. Long, of Clinton. was seized a few nights ago 
in bed by a band of slHyc-hoJding ruffians fronl the 
outh 
and conveycd across the Niag-ara HiY
r, gaggcd and pin- 
ioned. He 'was kcpt corwcaleù near LpwistOll, in bonle 0111 
barrack
, and while his old Virginian ma
ter, \\ honl JIl' 
recognized, was arranging for proeeeding onward, lw 
e
('aped, lay con('caJpd for forty-eight hours without :firp 
or food and actually swanl tlw river in the night. TJw 
poor feJIow lanclcd on the fi..;l1ing ground and was fir:-,t 
discovered by a party of fishenncn bntl'eting the chilly 
f'lenlent and nearly exhausted." 
In the year 1837, a most remarkable occurrcnce ]
 
r('C'ordpd, showing the firm loyalty to th
ir brotlwr III 
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distress, of the escaped slaves living in Niagara and vicin- 
ity, three hundred or four hundred in number, showing 
also the kindness 'and synl'pathy of the white population. 

\ slave nanlec1 1\loseb
r, who, to expedite his escape from 
I\::entucky, had taken his lnaster's horse for the first part 
of his flight, had reached Niagara and ,vas working for a 
farmer near the town. His master follo'wed and delnanded 
his return to the United States on the charge of horse- 
stealing. SOlne such charge was often trumped up, true 
or false. Meanwhile, pending the decision of the magis- 
trate, l\foseby was lodged in Niagara jail, anà the excite- 
nlent was intense among his black brothers. l\Iessages were 
Bent out in aU directions and soon several hundred blacks 
assembled round the jaiL which they guarded for a fort- 
night or ll10re, to prevent the giving up of the prisoner. 
Great sympathy was shown by the townspeople, as food 
and shelter had to be provided. !tleanwhile Sir Francis 
Bond Head, the Go"Vernor, gave his consent; constables, 
bombardiers, sheriff, all were aSl'3enlbled, the wagon con- 
taining the prisoner and guards was driven out, the crowd 
of blarks, ,vonlen as well as nwn, surrounded it, l\loseby 
jumped out, and in some way his handcuffs were freed and 
he esraped into a cornfield. However, the Riot Act had 
be'en read, the order to fire given and the leader of the 
Inovement, an educated nlulatto teaeher and exhorter 
nanled Herbert Holmes, ,vas shot; and another, named 
Green, stabbed. _\.t the inquest the verdirt of "hon1Ïcide, 
,vhether justifiable or not," ,vas given after seventeen hours' 
debate. The papers of the day variously described the 
event as mob law or a brave deed. The two heroes, for 

o we nlust call then], 'are buried in the Baptist graveyard, 
l)ut no stone marks their graye. }Iany wore arrested and 
lo<1ged in jail tin, at the breaking- out of the Rebellion, a 
C'olored company was forlned and the black prisoners were 
allowed to 'enlist. The colored company did good service 
under Johnson Clench as captain, wholn they adored. 
A pathetic little story was told lately by a sergeant in 
the Volunteer Canlp here: "I was a little boy living in 
the Red Barracks (Navy Hall) about fifty years ago, TI1Y 
father being a soldier, and I saw one day a party of eleven 
black people land at KiDg'
 ''''harf. They were all escaped 
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lHYe
, lUel1, WOHlen and ehildrell, and their action in 
landing wa
 indelibly impreß
ed on lIlY D1en1ory. 1 
han 
neyer forget how thf\Y a] 1 knelt ÙOWll, and, ki

ing tlw 
g-roll11cl, fervPJ1tly thanked God. the trar:; strealuing frolll 
th('lr fares. that they were now in a free ('ountry." 
III the ClI 1.onicle of 18-4-1 i
 an adYerti
enlrlÜ: H ...\nni- 
yersary of ...\friean 1'
nlancipation to meet at public> ùinner, 
] 
t ...\ugu
t, on the hattleground of 1)rulnn10lHl Iiill. 
'fickets, $] .00 for lady and gentlen1an. COlnlnittee
 Isaac' 
Tholna
, IT. Brook
. S. Hcott. I r Cllry (jarritt. Pre
illpnt:' 
Tn the rh rOll ;ele for ] 847': "Died" at Port Robinson on 
New )'" ear'
 n10rn, aftcr a lingering i]lnes
, borne with 
(1hristian fortitude, George 
lagill, Sergeant in Colored 
C:ompany, T n
. 1Ii1itia. Thi
 exelnplar
' young Jnan turnec1 
out- at a trncler age in thr rause of hi
 ronntry on the 
rruption of the late llebel1ion, and ha
 r\'(,1" 
in('e he en in 
the 
eryi('(1 of the (JoH.}.fnllwnt. ITi
 fUllcral wa
 attendprl 
by thp prineipal people of the place, nIl of wholH deplorNl 
hi
 early fate." 
)Ir. Jalnes Davic1Ron, the forBIer rditor of the J[ail, ha
 
gi\-en a li
t of the principal co]oreò peoplc 
eventy ycarF 
ago. They were Henry Garritt, 'Yilliam PrimuR, Alex. 
Smjt-h('r
. .J.anle
 ,Johnson. John Rlight, .i.\lldrew ,Tarkson, 
]T OP(\ R\1l1ett, 'Yillian1 Fr(1(111lHll, \Yilliam Rilc)', .1 an1CS 
)f 11 n ro, Leonanl TIirks, (;harlcR n rcpn, nporge \\T nshin
- 
ton, .John Bi('harcl
on, .John )rill
. .T. Tlnn'e
.. and BarL('." 
Thonlp
oll, who wa
 quite a l'hara('t('l" or a latpr aay \H'1"P 
])avid Talhot, .T. Scott. ,Yo ,y,arfìelù, O. 'Vesley and _\. 
'Yarr
. Of later Yl'ars the colored fanlÍlies ha,'e de('rp(lseù 
so that there arc no'" hut a few left ill the town. In another 
('haptpr i
 told of the school for co]orpi! thildrcn, hut 
afterw
1fc1
 they attended the puhli(' 
rhool. 
In The Glpaner
 for Oetoher 30th, 1 
3o. i:-, lllCntione(l a 
lneeting of the people of C'olor at the h011:'o of D. Trippet, 
to commemorate the election of H. J. Boulton. :111'. Prin1u
 
took the chair, 
Ir. Carter asked a bles
ing, anr1 the fonow- 
ing toaRts were drunk in flowing bunlper
: The T(ing, Sir 
John Colborne, 1IagÜ:trateR, ranada and the United 
Rta,t.es, and then Goil Save the King W8" sung. (SiJ!1lprl) 
,Toshua Strothf1rF, Sc('retary. 
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In the :Niagara JIoi', August 10th, 1853, is found thc 
following account of another :-;la'-e reaehing 
iagara by 
H perilous land and lake journey. The steamer Chief 
Justice RobÙlson pickcd up a eolored man about twelve 
n1Ïlc
 ironl Niagara, floating on a raft nlade of a gatp. 
JIe escaped frolll Tennessee and caIne to Lewiston, but 
was afraid to go on one of the steamers to cross and tried 
to cross the river on the gate, but the current being strong, 
he w.as drifted out into the lakc. He said, "Thank the 
Lord, l\fassa, 1 am a free man now." The poor fellow Inu
t 
have been carried on his precarious support a distance of 
twenty n1Ïles. 'Vhat must have been his thoughts on that 
broad and lonely field of waters? . 



CHAPTER XXX. 
ODD ADVERTISElJ!E
"TS AND ITEl.!S FOUND IN 
NI
lGARA PAPERS. 


IN the Upper Canada Gazette 7 ßlay, 1793-" Ten 
guineas reward for the prosecution to con yiction of the 
thief or thieyes of a grind-stone stolen from I
ing's "\Yharf, 
Navy Hall." This seems a large reward, but perhaps be- 
cause the GOyernnlent prosecutes. 
June 5th, 1793-")Iarried by Rev. R. Addison, Ensign 
Le )Ioine, of the 24th Reginlent, to 
Iiss Susan Johnson, 
of Kingston." She was the 4th daughter of Sir 'Villiam 
Johnson and Molly Brant. 
,August 10th, 1796-"The long and teillous illness of 
the printer and that of hi
 fan1ily is humbly tendered a:4 
exruse for the 
nspen
Üon of the Gazette for a tinle." 
1801-" Ran away, a fenlah
 indented apprentice, blue 
callim-anco petty-coa"t, and what is renlarkable a great coat 
of Grey Bath coating lnade in the form of a long gown." 
January 8th, 180:
, Upper Canada Gazettp-" Owing to 
the present scarcity of news we have una yoidably been 
obliged to 
upply its place with useful n1Ïseellaneous luat- 
ter and hope it will he found aC'ceptahle to our readers." 
1818-")farried at Youngstown by E. Doty, E
q., 
lr. 
Tholna
 )IcQuarter
 to l\[i
:-- ...\nn Snure, hoth of Niagara, 
IT. (". 


"Not all the dangers of the deep, 
Nor evpning blasts that blow, 
Can make the lover's passIons sleep, 
Or proffered vows forego; 
But they with joy before the altar kneel, 
Secure f'ach bliss and every promise sea1." 


1819-" Six cents reward for a rUlla,,,ay indented ap- 
prentice nanled Charles Straw. IIad on a blue coat, brown 
vest, huttcrnut-colorerl coat, drah pantaloons :-Ind ß wool 
hat." 
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1821-" Elopement: 
Iy wife, Eve, having left my bed 
and board, not having the fear of God before her eyes, but 
being instigated by the Devil, has given herself to vice and 
Ünmorality, etc. Joshua Conrad." 
In The Gleaner
 August 7th, 1824-"Stolen or strayed 
fronl the pren1Ïses of the subscriber 2 vols. of Peter Pinder's 
works. They were in very bad order, the covers being alto- 
gether gone and can be of little use to any person who has 
not the rest of the volumes. One dollar, however, will be 
given by the subscriber without a"king any questions to 
an.v person who may return then1. A. Heron." 
1830-" Fountain of Health. Good Beer versus Ardent 
Spirits. John 1Iartindale has best of Canadian Ale which 
n1ay be drank freely by the 1110st deterIuineù enemies of 
I ntemper-ance without injury to body or soul." 
1832-"Prospectus of a Hebdomadal publication at the 
town of Niagara, D.C., upon a different plan froln any 
now printed in this Province, entitled ' The News.' To 
afford room it ,vill be necessary to exclude the greater 
part of the ephemeral trash with which the columns of so 
many newspapers are encumbered. Sewell and Gladwin." 
This is the beginning of a long advertisement in The 
Gleaner. 
1833-" Whereas lHe and my ,vife Mary having parted 
by mutual consent this is to forbid any person trusting her 
on my account after this date. Robert Cole, Niagara." 
1833-" 'Vhereas n1Y wife Anna has left my bed without 
any just cause, this is to forbid anyone truRting her as I 
shall pay no debts of her contracting. Henry Dell, Sr., 
"Ti11oughby." 
"Married after a short courtship of ;38 years, Ralph 
Garreth to Ann Jackson." 
" At Pittsburg, by the Hcy. l
'rancis IIerol1, 'Yillialn Silk 
to Lucinda Tow. 


"What strange fantastic whims do dwell 
In both high and low, 
She likes to handle silk full well 
While he prefers the tow." 


16 
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"In CharleRton, Roned {ianada to Lurinda Parks. Thi
 
woman has aeronlplished ,,,"'hat General Hull and hi
 army 
('ould not. She haR taken Canada." 
"At NC'W York, 26th .Tune, .Tohn Tyler. Esq., Pre
i- 
(lent of the Unitel1 State::;, to 
li

 Gardiner, of Long 
T
lana. The fair bride is very beautiful. (It i
 hoped 
that the annexation win con
ol{\ for tlH' failures of hi:3 
Texan scheme.)" 
1 8-1:6-" Richanl Ilowar<l return:::; thallk:-i for liheral pat- 
ronage for lnore than 20 year
. Finòing the arcolnmoda- 
tion of hi
 old l
tanr1 the '
\ngel Inn' tOD 1ilnitcd and at 
the 
ugge!'tion of many influential frienùs, he has fitted up 
the Promenade 11 ou
e." 
1847-Tn an advertisen1ent in the rhronicle-" Daguer- 
reotypp Jikenes:::;es. ,rho woulò not wi
h to pre
erve the 
likenc

es of hi:-1 loyerl ones who are so 1iable to he 
natched 
away fronl his fond emhrac.-e and leave not a wrerk hehinc1 
to 8how that they onre "ere. Or ,,'ho hut woul(1 like to 
leaye a eorreet I ikpnC'
s of hinl:-:Pl f a
 a 
OICn111 HlC'n1ento 
to hi
 po
t('rity that ht' Ol}ee liyed, uloycd, walke<l anrl 
talked on this green earth? Tho:,C' ble

f'd a<<lyantages ran 
be secured hy calling in time. 
Iilne & Co." 
The following notice referR to the house of 'YillÜnn 
.} arvis, which he desrribe
 as 
o wen provided for the 
winter with provisioll
: 
In the Upper Canada Gazette
 Dee. '7th, 1796: "About 
eight o'doek on Satur(lay pyening' la
t tlw (lwellillg-hou
(' 
of 'Yïlliaul ,-1 arvif-', E
q., of this town, wa
 discovcred to 
be on fire, which had nlade 
uch progre
s as to r0I1l1er all 
atteBlpts to extinguish it almost abortive, notwithstanding 
which the a:,:-,cnlhlillg of the people wa
 '-'0 speeay and 
their e\"prtion
 !'o wpll d i ft.(.ted that the' proyiuec reeord
, 
thc 1110f-'t valua.ble hou:-:e furniture, and the right wing of 
the builòings arc Raved. rrhe conduct of several, of )li:-,s 
Van(1erlip in partir
lar, in resruing two of )11'. Jan-is' 
ehildren, is 
poken of with lllU<.:h applau
e. \Y(. are author- 
ized to mention with gratitude the friendly exertions of the 
officers of the United States 
arrison, anò other 6tranger
 
who renùered e

elltial :-\ervice. )[r..J arvi:-. take:-, tIw 
earliest opportunity of rpturning in this public manner 
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his sincere thanks to the gentleInen and others who so gal- 
lantly exerted themselveR in the preservation of his family 
and property at the fire on Saturday evening last. lIe 
assures everyone that the UlleOnn1l0n solicitude shown on 
the occasion has nlad
 the most lasting- impresRion on hi:-. 
feelings. He win thank thos
 who
e gooùness induced 
them to carry articles to their houses to inform 'where to 
send for them." Newark, 5th December. 
This is certainly a most polite and diplomatic way of 
asking for what evidently had been stolen, for in the paper 
of Decenlber 14th, appeared the following: "Bive guineas 
reward. Taken away on Saturday evening, the 3rd inst., 
from the suhscriber, during tlw fire, two beaver blankets- 
one very large, the other sInall. 'Yhoever will bring the 
said blankets shall receive the above reward; or one guinea 
reward for such infonnation that they may be procured 
on prosecution of the offender on conyietion." 
On Decenlber 21st appears another notice of a different 
and n1Ïlder kind. "In the los
 t;uRtained by :\lr. Jarvis 
was also a buffalo Rkill, which, if returned ,vith or without 
the beaver blanket
, "rill be thankfully received, and no 
questions aRked." 



CHAPTER XXXI. 
CANADA PRESBYTERIAN CIIURCH. 


'rhis ,vas for a long time called the" Frce Church," and 
arosp from the Disruption in Scotland, 1843-.:1. ',",hile it 
lllust he acknowledg
d that in Scotland there 'were many 
ana serious evils fronl the system of patronage, etc., which 
{'au
ed the separation, in Canada, a
 theTe was no State 
Church, the 
anl{1 eonùitions did not prevail, and there 
neeil have been no separation. It was a clear case of 

ynlpathy. 'Those in Canada who sympathized "Tith the 
nlovement in the 
Iother Land lcft the Established Church 
of Scotland, thc "Kirk," anil forlllcd a ncw organization 
in 1845. The history of thi
 chureh in :Niagara is a 
rem'arkable example of í'Ollrage and zeal in snpporting a. 
minister and building a l.hurch. 'l-'his "ras not done without 
much self-denial, an(l the exerciRc of great liberality on the 
part of a smal] congregation. 
In the old Record hook of St. Alldrew'
 rhurch there is 
not a 'worn of the dcfection, hut in the Session book there 
arc 
eYeral rcferenC'('
. A.\. gallant hattle, which W{1 eannot 
hut adn1Ìre, they fought, through nlany discouragcment
 
t () snpv ort the yiew
 th
y held. They 111Ct for a time in 
",hat was called the" 'relnperance I-Iall," and afterward
 
huilt a :;ubstantial bri('k cd i fice in thc centre of the town. 
The advertiscnlent of 
Iarch 
th, 1832, is signed by Alex. 
R. Christie, and is for "a Presbyterian brick church, 
according to specifications to be 
een in town or at the 
office 'Of 
Ir. rrhonlas, architect, 'roronto." The pastorö 
were the Rev. Joseph Jlarri
, Hey. .T ohn AleÀander, Rev. 
.J anle
 Pirie, Rev. F. )IcCuaig, in the intervals supplied 
by stlldents fronl I(nox College. The last n1illister who 
preached wa
 Rev. J. :\lcCaul, of Lewiston, N.Y. The 
first elders ,vere 
Ir. 'Yilliam Servos and Mr. J alnes 
l\Ionroe, afterwards George Blain, Peter Christie and James 
Robinson; still later, Robert N. Ball and John Fulton. 
"For a Dumber of years there was a very good congregation, 
212 
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but the changes in the toW'll frolll the failure of different 
enterprises decreased the population considerably and this 
church suffered as did others. 
In St. Andrew's Session book, 3rd J\;lay, 1845, is a list 
of names of those ,,,,ho had ,vithdrawn. Two elders were 
appointed to call on those who it .w'as runloTed had con- 
nected thenlselves ,vith a "secession body of Preshyterians 
about to be organized in the town." '-fhe report given in 
was that" it was their wish no longer to be regarded as 
in connection with this church." Among the supporters 
of the church besides those named ,vere Alex. Christie, 
Duncan Forbes, Richard \Yagstaff, John Swinton, and in 
later days John McCulloch. Owing to nlany remov'als fronl 
the town, the church was closed in 1869, and when the 
union of the Presbyterian churches took place in 1875 the 
Rev. C. Campbell, pastor of St. Andrew's, said: " 
rhis 
is not a question for us to settle no,v, to all intents and 
purposes it is a union long since cOllsunlmated, for we 
have been united for Ronle tinle, and need no ordinan('e of 
union." The church was sold to the Methodist Church for 
$1,600, the money being used for the renovating of the 
present St. Andrew's Church, with the co-operation of Mr. 
R. N. B'all, who, having been an eldcr of the Canada Pres- 
byterian Church, became a zealous mem'ber and elder of 
St. Andrew's. l\Ir. John Fulton, also an elder of the Free 
Chur('h, joined heartily in the union, as did others. 



CII,APTER XXXII. 


NIAGAR
1 PUBLIC LIBR11RY. 


TUE history of this library for sixty-five yearH touches, 
in lnany points, the history of the country, and bringR refer- 
ences to many noted men of our country, and to Acts of 
Parlialnent and to inlprovmnents or alterations in lllanner
 
and custonlS. '-fhe nlaterials frOl1l which the history of the 
library is drawn are the books of the secretary and trea
- 
urer, letters, printed doculnents, act
, petitions, hy-law:;, 
catalogues, ne-wspaper C'uttings, etc. 
At a public nleeting in the town hall, Niagara, 24th of 
October, 1848, it was luoved by Judge Campbell, seconded 
by Dr. \Yhitelaw, " That it is desirable to fornl an associa- 
tion in this town for the formation of scientific pursuits, 
the advancenlent of knowledge and the acquisition of a 
library and necessary apparatus." This was to be called 
the 
iagara 
iechanics' Institute, the entrance fee to be 
one dollar, and the n10nthly dues 70d., which entitled 
to the privilege of the library and apparatus, and the famil) 
to attend the lectures. The first president was the Hon. 
\V. H. Dickson, ,vith .J udge CampbeH as vice-president. 
The latter, however, seems to haye been the ruling spirit, 
and was president from 1850 to 1860. One hundred mem- 
bers joined, as shown in the printed list. Of these only one 
is now living. Payments were pronlpt, as by November 
21st, ;E26 had been received in fees. :Ear]y in 1849 a cheque 
was sent to Harper Bros., N e\v York, for ;E20 for books, 
also four Reviews-B7ack1()ood
 Scientific A mericall
 Â rt 
J ournal
 and, in 1852, the London Illustrated N eU's. These 
were amhitious citizens, as there were to be lectures fort- 
nightly. ,rhat society ,vould yenture on such a cour:;(' 
now? In the letters carefully preserved, sidelights are 
given on our progre

. rrhere is an order to purehase 
candlesticks, snuffers and tray of Britannia metal. A letter 
from Profe
sor Hind states that he will come to lecture in 
214 
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December if the weather permits the boat to make her 
regular trips. Dr. Egerton Ryerson, too, will lecture when 
his office engagements will perIn it hinl. The methodical 
and rather stern ,manner of Judge Campbell, a gentleman 
of the old school, is sho-wn in a resolution passed, that 
"Il1eInbers are requested to be punctual at lectures, doors 
to be closed at eight o'clock, as the lecturer and audience 
were much disturbed by the interruption of members 
coming late." As a contrast to this 'stern mood we have 
a spice of pleasantry fixing for us the date of the introduc- 
tion of coal oillalllps. In 1858 J uclge Calnpbell apologize
 
for his absence froll1 a lecture, "'as he is prevented from 
giving the light of his countenance, but begs to present a 
good coal oil laIllp, cleaned, filled ,and trimmed, to con}- 
plete the set." In 1895 coal oil was replaced by electric 
light. 
In 1857 there were 922 volumes in the library. A reso- 
lution the saIne year shows strained relations with the 
grea t American publishing house; H a1'per
 s Magazine is to 
be discontinued on 'account of a "scurrilous and disgrace- 
ful article in the November number on the character of 
Queen Victoria." In 1859 occurred a deficit nobly met 
by subscriptions. Other libraries were requested to co- 
operate with Niagara in a petition to Parliament for larger 
grants, so we see our library doing its part in trying to 
raise the status of these institutions. In 1856 each insti- 
tute paid a percentage to the Board of Arts and 
Ianu- 
factures, and next, reports are sent to the Bureau of Agri- 
culture. In 1860 the library met with a great loss in the 
death of Judge Campbell, who had 'been president for ten 
years. As a mark of respect the menlbers a ttendecl th<! 
funeral in a body. For sonle years the 'affairs of the library 
languished, the grant was ,vithdrawn, and low water wa:; 
reached in 1869 and 1870, as the payment of members was 
only $26 for one year. Petitions are sent from libraries, 
comp}.aining of the small gr-ants, and we in Niagara are 
proud to know that when the Act was amended in 1871-2, 
much credit ,vas due to the Hon. S. Richards, then the 
member for Niagara, who, at the instance of his constitu- 
ents procured such changes in the act as to materially 
benefit struggling libraries. In this period of stress and 
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strain all honor is due to the librarian, Mr. T. Eedson, who 
gave his services for some tin1e gratuitously. In 1871-2 Dr. 
'Yithrow, then a young clergyman in Niagara, did much 
to revive the library, and various means were devised to 
help, as lectures, tablcaux vivants, excursions, contribu- 
tions in money, concert::;, even on one occasion a dance, etc. 
l\Iiss .L
llinson gave much assistance with her Choral Soci- 
ety. rrhe number of members was about sixty, but in 1894 
was increased to one hundred to comply with a new regu- 
lation. 
In 1882 a classification of the library was luade by the 
present writer; before this the books were marked, placed 
on the shelves and numbered con
ecutively as they arrived, 
without any classification-fiction, history, science placed 
indiscriminately. A catalogue was made and printed, the 
books numbering 2,500 ; at the present day there are nearly 
8,000. 
In early days lectures on scientific subjects were much 
in vogue, as Geology, Optics, Chemistry, also Literature. 
Dr. Whitelaw, Rev. George Bell, Dr. Campbell, Rev. rr. 
Creen, Rev. J. B. 1\Iowat, Dr. Ryerson, Dr. 'Vi throw all 
lectured. For many years only a rented building had 
been the home of the library, but in 1895 a large room 
in the Court House was fitted up at considerable expense. 
The lofty, spacious room, once the ßlarket Building, with 
its Doric pillars, formerly Inarking the position of the 
stalls, gives now an air of Grecian architecture. 1tIuch 
credit is due to the three members of the committee, :ßlr. 
Paffard, Dr. Anderson and 1tlr. R. C. Burns. 
It was resolved in 1898 to hold a celebration of the 
fiftieth anniversary and a ,"cry pleasant reunion took 
place. Letters of congratulation were received from Dr. 
!Iay, Dr. Bain, Dr. \Vithrow and others. Papers were 
read by the President, :hII'. Kirby, and the Secretary, the 
present. writer. The latter had discovered by an examina- 
tion of the records carefully kept through ull these years, 
a fact, unique perhaps in the history of libraries, that the 
presiùent, 
lr. \V. ICirby, had held that office for twenty- 
five years and the treasurer, :hIre H. Paffard, for thirty- 
three years, part of that time acting also as secretary. 
Several addresses were given and musical selections, both 
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vocal and instrunlental; all taking part ,vere members of 
the library. 
The occasion of removing to the new room was a memor- 
able night, the removal of the books an? arranging 
hem 
n 
the shelves in their proper places beIng accomplIshed III 
three hours, a dozen gentlemen belonging to the library and 
the same number of friendly .and stalwart firelnen carrying, 
in a long, winding procession, bushel baskets and boxes of 
books fronl the Grand Jury Roonl, in the third story of 
the Court House, down the stairs and through the Court 
Room, a dozen lady members receiving these and putting 
them in their places on the shel ves-all this costing 
nothing. 
'The library now numbers nearly 8,000 volumes, con- 
taining many books now difficult to procure. Summer 
visitors compliment us much on the selection of books. 
Efforts are being made to obtain early Canadian works, as 
well as anything of value now appearing, and it is con- 
sidered important to keep out, as well as to bring in. 
The librarians have been Mr. Thomas Eedson, 
Ir. John 
McI<:enzie, l\1:iss Follett, l\iiss Blake and Miss vVinter- 
bottom, all of whom gave zealous service. A re-classifica- 
tion was made in 1903, when the books numbered 4,500. 
The presidents succeeding ]\tIre Kirby have been Rev. 
J. ,C. Garrett, Mr. Joseph Greene and, at the present time, 
Rev. A. F. MacGregor, the present librarian being Mr. 
Alfred Ball. Portraits of Messrs. I<:irby and PafÏard adorn 
the wans, as wen as that of Judge Campbell. The mem- 
bers of the library now number 140. Many generous dona- 
tions of books have been received. Mr. W. T. Gray pre- 
sented many well-bound and rare books. Miss Alma gave 
a valuable collection, as did also Mrs. Parsons, Mrs. Fol- 
lett, Miss Purkis, Mrs. H. Garrett, l\Irs. Lansing and many 
others. 
In 1912 the spacious rOOln was D1ade still more conl- 
modious, as the part occupied by the firemen has been 
added, an archway being cut through, the additional space 
to be used as a reading room, the more solid reading 
brought in, as History, Science, Reference and General 
Literature. The committee which took charge of the alter- 
ations in the building were Mayor Randall, E. H. Shepherd 
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and John Eckersly, while the llloving of the books wa
 
done by the mcmbers of the Book Committee, Misses Cle- 
ment, .creed, Oliver and Carnochan, assisted by others. 
The secretary for many years has been Miss Carnochan, 
who at thc prcsent tinle is also treasurer. A loss has 
heen sustained by the Book Comn1ittee in the removal of 

Irs. F. J. Rowland, who had rendered valuable assistance 
in the selection of books. 'rhe Inspector of Libraries has, 
at different times, TIlade C01l1plinlentary refercnce to the 
value of the library and the careful selection of books. 
On two occasions a deficit has cau
ed uneasiness, twice 
from a defaulting Treasurer, but in eaeh ca:ìe the money 
was regained. ,A.t different times a deficit has been met 
by subscriptions. 
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IT is renlarkable that, though this school has existed for 
over a hundred years, no registers were found previous 
to 1872 and no Secretary's book with n1Ïnutes earlier than 
1868, except ,a few pages found 'by chance, so that from 
old newspapers, early books of travel, local tradition, stories 
of "old boys," Don1Ïnion and Provincial Archives, frag- 
nlents have been gathered. To Governor Simcoe the country 
is indebted for the deep interest he took in education. 
Before he reached Niagara in 1792 he had 'written to 
Secretary Dundas, proposing two schools, one to be at 
Kingston, the other 'at Niagara, ÆI0Û' to be given to each, 
and in a letter froIn Navy Hall on his arrival here he 
refers to the subject, and 'again in 1795 speaks of the 
necessity of a :first-class school for Niagara. In the reply 
of the Duke of Portland, fancy the feelings of those wish- 
ing an education for their children on being told that 
those wishing to study 'Greek and Latin may go to Mont- 
real, Quebec or Nova Scotia, he probably having very hazy 
ideas as to distances. In 1797, a request ,vas sent to 
George III. to appropriate land for a GraInInar School in 
each of four districts, 'ana in 1798 it was recomnlended that 
Æ300 be set a part for a schoolhouse in Kingston and 
Niagara to serve for one hundred boys, with aparhnents 
for the master .and family, large enough for ten to twenty 
boys as boarders. In 1799 the Executive Council reCOIn- 
menrled that the house of D. 'V. Smith, Surveyor-General, 
at 'N e\v-ark, should be purchased for a schoolhouse, with 
four af'res of land, and a farnl of one hundred and sixty 
acres adjoining the town as endowInent for the Free Gram- 
mar School of the Honle District, but in 1800 this pur- 
chase was objected to the house being within reach of the 
guns from the Anlerican fort just opposite. A memorial 
from D. V{. Smith complaiuR of this and he is willing to 
take $4,000 less than the valuation previously made. A 
219 
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picture of the building is in existence, it being spoken of as 
the finest building then in Niagara. 'rhe four acres referred 
to are what we call the Court House Square. 
'l'he Act passed in 1\Iarch, 1807, established a school 
in each of the eight districts, ;E800 being set aside, ÆI00 
for each. Kingston, Cornwall and York, in 1807, were 
the three first Grammar Schools. Niagara dates fr0111 
1808. It was expressly stated that the school for the 
District of Niagara should be in the town of Niagara. The 
following trustees were appointed by the Lieutenant- 
Governor: Hon. Robert IIamilton, Colonel Clarke, \Villialll 
Dickson, Robert I(err, Tholllas Cummings, James 1\luir- 
head and J ohn 
YIl1Ïngton. Of these, four lived in the 
town, the remaining three in Queenston, the FalJs and 
Chippawa respectively. The school has been known by 
many names, sOllletimes called the Niagara District School, 
the District Grallllllar School, the Grannnar School, the 
Senior County Gralllmar School, the High 8chool. 
It appears conclusive that the Rev. John Burns wa..: 
the first teacher, although sometimes it is stated that Rev. 
Robert ...\ddison was such. The only authority I have 
found is that in 1795 Governor Sinlcoe states that "the 
Rev. Addison is willing to undertake a school on the same 
terms as 1\Ir. Stuart in Kingston," but no further refer- 
ence to this appears, and in .11. Smith's "Geographical View 
of the British Possessions," published in Baltimore in 181 i, 
but written some time previously and not published on 
account of the war, he mentions that there were three good 
schools teaching Latin and Greek, that at York taught by 

Ir. Strachan, one on the Bay of Quinte, the Ernestown 
Academy at Bath, 1811, by 
Ir. BarnaLas Bidwell, and the 
other in Niagara village by Rev. John Burns. Previou
 
to the formation of the Gramlllar School several good 
classical and mathematical schools existed in Niagara; in 
1791 Richanl Cockerell taught, and is ranked with Hev. 
John Strachan-no slight praise; in a Look of travels they 
are called" the best teachers in the country." 
\Ve find from the Record book of St. Anùrew's Church 
that the minister in 1805, 1808-11, 1816-8, was the Rev. 
John Rurns, sometimes preaching every second Sunday, 
sometimes at Stamford, and a fine patriotic sermon 
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preached in January, 181-1-, in Stanlford Church has 
been reprinted, showing a sturdy loyalty, sound scholar- 

hip and deep Christian feeling: the text was in 
Proverbs, and the words of Nehemiah are quoted, 
"Be not afraid of them, remember the Lord who is great 
and terrible, and fight for your brethren, your sons and 
your daughters, your wives and your houses." This being 

hort1v before the Battle of Lundy's Lane must have in- 

pireiÍ many on that hot July day to fight manfully, when 
lllen left the harvest field to join the regulars in driving 
haek the foe. Until lately there were seyeral living who 
were his pupilR. 'alllong thelll the late 'V. B. '\Vinterbottonl. 
During the war the schools of Ni agara were closed, and 
we have no record of any teacher till 1820, when the Rev. 
Tholllas Creen, an exceHent classical scholar, educated in 
Glasgow' University, came from Ireland. TIe at one tÏIne 
had a private school, at another the District Gram- 
111ar School, thcn became assistant to Rev. Robert Addi- 
:,on, and. finally. rector of St. Mark's. In the Niagara 
(}frJane1.
 J nne 23rd, 1823, appeared the following item: 
"Xiagara District Grammar School Ex'amination. 'rht"' 
following trustees w'ere present and expressed their approval 
of the work, the increasing number of pupils and the pro- 
gress made: William Dickson, Rev. R. ...
ddi'Son, Rev. 'v. 
Leen1Ïng, Robert Kerr, J a111es Muirhead. Ralfe Clench." 
The school was to re-open 7th .Tnly, f:O that the holiday:-; 
la
ted little nlore than two "'epk
, allrl. through the 
ultry 
(lays of 
Tuly and August, while teaehers and scholars n01\. 
(Ire free, the school work weut OIl. In 18
3 an advertise- 
lnent states" )lr. Creell, District :School, is about to employ 
an a
sistant teacher. Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Ellgli
h Granl- 
1nar, Geography, Mathelllatics taught. A few pupils gen- 
teelly acconlIDodated with board." Again, a report of 1823 
hopes, in rather grandiloquent style, that "literature, at 
once the blessing and ornament of society, will flourish 
here with increasing h100111 and shine in its generous 
lustre." In July, 182+, another examination is recorded 
in the Gleaner
 at which the sanle trustees are mentioned, 
with the addition of Rey. 'rurney (Army Chaplain) and 
IIoil. \Yillialn ClauR. "The nlunLer of pupils was forty, 
of whonl five were ill XelJOphOll, fin
 Horace and Cicero, 
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three Virgil and Sallur-:L, ei
hteen hi
tory and geography
 
twelve granl111ar and arithnletie, and t.hree reading and 
writing. The Latin classes were put through their drill 
by the Rey. R. .L\dclisOJl, who 
eenled quite at home in tho 
work." Hc nlu
t theu ha,'e been an old 1nan. In 1826 
,ve find threp Hchools ad yerti:.;ed, all studying clas:Úcs- 
Rev. Thomas (;recu; Rev. 
Ir. HaIH-O(-k, ...\.B.. rrrin. ColI., 
Dublin, who had an .c'\cadenlY in Butler"s Barraekt', and wus 
assistant chaplain to the nIilitary forf'c:-- 
 and the Hev. 
,J a]11e
 Fra
er, mini::-;ter of 8t. _\.ndrcw's, who had opened 
" a school for the variou:-; hrandlcH pprtaining to the literary 
professions." 
rrhe next record i
 that of IH;32-:t found accidentally 
in the chest in St. .Andrew's l\Ianse, ,vhere the conlnntnion 
silver is kept. This wa:-; a nlO:-;t fortunate find, as between 
1826 and 1850 there were few other referenceH found. Th'e 
sheets of fooh:cap were evidently the minutes kept by 
Dr. McGill as Secretary of the Board of 1'rustce
. J t 
appeared that thE:' teaehe
 had been found lacking in clas
i- 
cal attainlnents, had pronliseil to Ünprove by study, but 
failed to do 
o. rrhe trUf.:tees had applied to the Governor, 
Sir J Ohll Colbornc, for p('rmi
sion to appoint another 
teaeher; the reply is that it win not be necessary to go 
to the nlother C'ountry for a tcaeher, as they propose to do, 
but that "a competcnt teacher ('an hp found in Canada." 
The trustees were Hev. Thomas Creen, Rev. It )IcGill, 
James }I uirhead, Robert ){elville, Robert Dickson, 'Villial}1 
Clarke, "T. D. 
IiJler and George Ball. It is told hcre that 
at a meeting nineteen re
olutions had been passed with 
regard to huilding a senÚnary large enough for master
 
and a larg(ì numb('r of boarder
, ;E500 had been offered 
by the trustee
 of thc :Jlarket Squarc, -and 
250 additional 
subscribed. Thc tea(.hcr \Val' to be :-:clceted for" literary 
and moral quali fi('atioJ1
 without rpgarc1 to denoulination." 
The governor had granted fivc acres lwar Fort )[i
:::i

aug3. 
It if' singular that, though ::-;lI(.h ambitious plall
 were lliade 
in 1798 and again in 183'
, no perInancnt huilding "'a
 
erected till 1815. 
Of aU the teacher:5 of the (: raUllnar School pcrhap
 the 
most striking personality v{as he who was selected in 1833, 
Dr. John 'Vhitelaw, ,vhose term of office lasted till 1851, 
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whose attainll1ents were varied, he being what we would 
now call a specialist in .science, Classics and )fathenlatics, 
and above all a Christian gentleman. Fronl -an obituary 
notice in the Niagara rhronicle
 supposed to have been 
,vritten by Rev. J. B. l\fowat, we learn that he had taught in 
Quebec and I(ingston. and practised Illcdicine in Kingston. 
"He was a man of great erudition and extreIllely modest. 
He has been translated to that place, where he will clearly 
understand those mysteries of Providence and grace which 
here he eagerly sought to explore, but was unable to 
fathonl." In a letter in the Kingston Gazette
 in 1814, he 
is spoken of as giving a course of lectures, the admission 
fee three guineas, subjects Chen1Ïstry. Mineralogy, Geology. 
In Dr. Hodgins' Documentary IIistory of Education, 
there are different references to Niagara Grammar School. 
In Decenlber, 183!), the Rev. R. )IcGill says, " rrhe Master 
of the District GraIl1mar School receiYe
 t:100 from the 
public fund; out of thi
 he pays -E30 for house and school 
rent, and to an a:;;sistallt f:-t-O. whieh reduces his allowance 
froln Governlnent to an in('onsirlerahh\ anlount. Thið 
obliges the fees to br yery high in our District; they are 

4 for each pupil." The rrport for 183R by 
Ir. Creen 
and Mr. McGill says that" the progress in Latin and Geonl- 
etry has called forth our particular approbation, and we 
attest with pleasure the ability and success of Dr. \Vhite- 
law." His assistants werr his 
on John, Mr. George 
Ial- 
cohnson alld 1\lr. Logan. The son nnu;;t hayc inherited the 
father's love of science. as hc gave ]ecture
 on Chemistry 
in the Town Hall here. one of IllV earliest recollections 
being on his administeriílg nitrous oxide, or laughing gas, 
and the di
astrou
 rCEm1ts ill Olle CH
e. when thr long table 
with its glass tubes. retort
, et('.. wa
 up:,et anrl the audi- 
ence scatterrd in terror hy the young nlan rushing wildly 
f.orwariL By an 
\('t of ParliaulCnt proyi
ion 'VH
 lna(le 
for s('holar
hips to be gi\'cn to the h
ðt s
holars in the pub- 
Jif' school
, and fronl thp JnilllÜ<?
 of the C0l1111l0n School 
in 1844, it appears that tl1C' pnpiJ:-i rC('OJll111enrled ,vere 
.1 an1m
 M. Dunn. (}eorgfl 
fal('ohll
Oll. Rieharrl Howard, 
\Yalter Meneilley, Alfred Burll
, .fohn Burge:-i
, and in 
1848 Samuel Malcohnson, ,A.ndrew Carnochan and Robert 
Chri
tie, and fronl the Separate School, J ames 
{cGann, 
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'Villiam Anderson, John Simon, John Kennedy. One of 
these 
cholars, now living, tells that there were about 
forty scholars, 111any of them from the regiment stationed 
here, and that Dr. Whitelaw was very particular in, as 
he called it, giving " a thorough grounding" in Latin and 
Greek, sometimes obtained by very painful methods. 
Another tea'cher ,vith a long term of office ,vas the Rev. 
H. N. Phillipps. who taught fronl 1833 to 1866 and had a 
large boarding school. \Y e 
til1 remember the long pro- 
eession of lads marching to St. 
Iark's Church on Sunday. 
IIis assistant was T. D. Phillipps, the famous interna- 
tional cricket player; lately the minute book of the club 
for 1861-2 was found, with the result of games ,vith Stam- 
ford and St. Catharines Clubs. 
{r. Phillipps' pupils were 
very successful in passing university examinations. their 
teacher being a good classical scholar. In the Niagara 
J[ ail for 1857 is a letter telling of the proficiency of the 
boys in Latin, Greek, Euelid, giving the names of those 
receiving prizes, anlong thenl Danirl Servos and Richard 
Scores. The trustee
 present 'were Colonel King
min and 
Rev. J. B. l\Iowat. A lunch was provided for the vi:Ûtors 
and a bountiful dinner for the scholar
. A pupil of that 
period tells of a ;;:ergeant of the Royal Canadian Rifles 
f'on1Ïng tw'Ïce a week to teach the boys fencing, single- 
stick, etc. 'Ir. Philli PP$ insi::;ted that the boys sholl Id 

ign their exercises "Senior County Granlmar School." 
1 t had been de(.ided hy the Government that the fir:-:t 
school founùed in the eO"ul1Ly 
hould have that title. 
'hese 
schools recei,ed an extra grant of ;E100 as ll1eteorological 
stations taking the ob:-:ervations required by law. 
J n 1866 the Rev. ....\. G. L. 1.'rew, now an archdeacon in 
California, and who had been a pupil of the school in the 
tÌlne of Dr. 'Vhitelaw, becalne the T-Iea(l l\Iaster. There 
is a record of what was called "Speech Day" in this period 
with the names of the reciters very much in the style of 
an account given of Speech Day under the régime of Rev. 
J. Strachan in Toronto. The list reads. "Quarrel of 
Brutus and Cassiu
, by II. C. Becord and F. Servos; Charge 
of the Light Brigade, George Haryey; rrhe Fall of Ð' ..:\ssis, 
by ,Yo Newton; Brutus on the Death of Cresar, by II. 
Rc('orò." In 1868 the name of Rev. P. C. 
Iulvaney appears 
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as teacher, who, although a poet and good classical scholar, 
was not a brilliant success in more abstruse subjects, as 
the pupils had to come on ('ertain days to the public school 
for l\fathematics. 
In 1869 1\fr. Charles (;amiòge bepame Head 1\faster, and 
in this year girls were first adlnitted to the Grammar 
School, ànd '
Te gladly record the names of the trustees, 
'Vil1ian1 I(irby and Henry Paffard, who D10ved and sec- 
onòeà the rer-o]lltion. A' newspaner record in 1870 tens 
of an examination, when John Kirby was Dux and the 
standing- of twenty-ei
ht "pupi]
 is given. In 1866 there 
were only seyenteen pupils. This year the very peculiar 
terms of navment were renewed, Mr. Camidge to receive 
an fees, Government and municipal grants, less $40 re- 
served bv the trnstee
, the teacher to pay all expenses, rent, 
fllel, ('leaning-, etC'. Ffhis strang-e arran,gement was changed 
the next ve'ar. In 1871 l\{r. Camidge founded the York 
Acaòemv in town, which existed for mRny years, having 
JllanV boarders beside
 day scholars. His tragic fate we 
deplore. 
P. C. Mf'GreQ'or became Head 1\laster in 1873. who is 
rememherpd bv bis pupils with verv kindly feeling-so He 
bpC'
rne He:ÚJ 1\faster of Almonte High School. retiring 
with honor after twenty-five vears, his pupils from distant 
places coming to do him honor, and his Alma 1\Iater, 
Queen's University, conferrinQ" on hÌ1n the title of LL.D. 
In 1874 came 1\fr. Andrews, who remained till 1892. Dur- 
ing' this neriod the Denartmental Examinations were in- 
aUQUrated, and the honor of being the first to nass belongs 
to Ol1e of the girh:, J\fiss McCammon, now Mrs. Ross, of 

fanitoba. 
fr. Andrews' specialty was the Commercial 
course. In bookkeeping-, penmanship and stenog-raphy he 
was an expert, and many owe their success in business to 
him in this re
pect. During- his term the Musical and 
Literary Society wa
 formed, which has been an interest- 
ing- feature of the school ever 
ince. The 
chool has passed 
thro11g-h IDRnv vicissitl1rle
 and to Rev. Charlp!; Camnbell, 
who was cnHirman of both the Fnblic and High Schoo], 
it owes mnC'n, T'erhan
 jt
 existenC'e now, as an Act was 
intronuceil into the Legis]ature requiring a certain aver- 
11,ge attendance, which mi
ht n:1V
 endangered its existence, 
16 
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the introduction of Entrance Exan1Ïnatiolls having re- 
duced the attendance. 'Ir. Calnpbell nlade a strong state- 
Inent to Hon. Stephen Richards, then the mell1ber for 
Niagara, by whose influence such modifications were made 
in the Act as to save Niagara and several other small 
schools from extinction. In this period also the present 

choolhouse was built, and a difficulty arose with the town- 
ship as to their share in the paynlent. 
[r. Campbell 
fought yigorously 
 it i
 renlembered that at the opening 
of the building ßlr. ,Tohn Clenlent, the Secretary of thp 
Roard. in speaking of the struggle the trustees had had 
to obtain the building, against much opposition, very 
graphically expressed it thus, " As the apostle said. so we 
may 
ay, "Ve have fought with beaRts at Ephesus.'" 
:!\lr. \v. F. Seynlour becanle Head l\Iaster in 1893, under 
whonl the school, which had been low in numbers, in- 
creased rapidly. As a teacher he spared no pains and had 
nluch adnlinistrative ahiJity. Both he and 
Ir. Andrews 
were yery musical, and thuR 
ntertainment
 were given 
which added to the equipment of the schoo1. In 1897 camp 

Ir. 1V. ".... Ireland, ),L...\., now InRpector of Public SchooL:; 
in Iâncoln. whose régime it: renlembered ,vith pleasure. 

Ir. R. \. Barron, a thorough 
cholar. taught from 1901 
to ] 901. Rllcceeded hy ,Yo J. 'Y right, )L.A. The assistant
 
haye been 1\Ir. J. l\IillR, suc('eecled b
" the present writer 
for twenty-three years. during the adlninistration of )IessrR. 
Andrews, Seynlour and T r
land; retiring in 1901. 
Two reunions were held, one to c
lebrate thp eighty- 

ixth anniyersarv anò the other the ninety-second. Sinf'e 
the day of nepa
bnental Examination
 in pas
 work. honor 
work. )f atriculation and First Year University work, the 
school, though slnall, has àOIlC' its full share. 
To the trustees of the school we must not fail to award 
their true Dleed of prait:e. who. through Dlany diflkulties 
ana aÜ:rouragenlenh:. disrharged their onerous and re
pon- 
sible dutie
 without f('(1 or rCwHrrt. though sonletimes sub- 
j(1rted to blanle. and thus RN'ureà for the hOYF; ancl girls the 
nl(1an
 of obtaining a highpr ec1u(.ation to enable thrIn to 
tRkp thpir pla.c-p in the worlit'R 'work. 
Thf' hnililing:-: in whirh th(1 !=:rholar
 have lnet haw:\ been 
n
 riouR,-a hlo('khou
f', the brirk housp now OW'I1f:\fJ hy }fif'1!> 
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Purkis, part of the franle house owned by Mr. Thompson, 
the Ston
 Barracks (now the 
Iasonic Hall), the RogerR 
brick buililing, the frame building behind St. Andrew's 
Church owned by 1\1:r. Sabin, the Public Schoo], and, since 
187;), the prese
t building. 
The seal of the school has also had its adventures, as it 
,vas lost for SOllle vearF! and obtained hy a fortunate coinci- 
ilence. It is circTilar, an inch and a half in diameter, the 
inscrivtion in outer circle, "The Niagara County Gram- 
mar School," in the insiile circle, "Established 1808, In- 
eorporated 1853," and the centre, the figure of a telescope 
supported on one side by a globe and on the other by an 
inkRtand and quill pen. 
Hi,gh School Centenary, 1908.-The thought of cele- 
hratin,g the centena:ry of the 'School had been in the minds 
(If man v for some time, and a meeting' was called of pupils, 
ex-pupils. and others interested early in 1908, when it 
was de(>ided that such -a meetin
 should be held; a large 
(
()nlmittee ,var;:: named, and the date fixed for August 28th. 
R11Pí'ial committees were named for printing, entertain- 
Inent, invitations, etc.: the seal of the school was used for 
fhe invitations and badges. Four hundred and fifty invi- 
t:ltions were sent out to all the old pupils and teachers 
whose aildresses could be obtained. Replies were received 
from nlany. anil it is believed that about three hundred 
atten(lpil. The town ,vas decorated with banners, and the 
school yard and building with flags. In the morning the 
1"eg-ister was signeil ana greetings exchanged between those 
w'ho had not TIlet for years. In the town hall an excellent 
11n1(']) 'was provided, seven long ta bIeR being fined and 
hilarity prevailing. In the afternoon the meeting was in 
the open air in the school grounds. where a platform hail 
heen erect'ed and seats provided. l\Ir. W. J. Wright, the 
}Te
H1 1\faster. presiiled. adilresses were given by the clergy 
of the town, ex-head masters and trustees. Two pupils 
of Dr. Whitelaw were present, Solomon Vrooman and 
Stewart Claus, both old men; besides these were Willianl 
"Forbes, Grimsbv; Andrew f1arnochan, St. Catharines, and 
Pedro Alma, Toronto. Brief Rpeeches were made by 
"lrl pU11i1
. one of them quoting fron) "irgil and another 
Iron1 an oration given by hinl lTIHUY yea.rs 
.go. In tbp 
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evening a large gathering assembled in the }'Iusic Hall. 

\ ddresseg were given bv the Chairnlan of the "Board. the 
:\[flYOr. Profe
sor Layell, Dr. 1Iil1er, Dr. Colquhoun. Rev. 
J. ,Yo Bell, Rev. P. J. Bench, anò Dr. P. C. :\IcGregor. 
.A paper 'was read by ){i
s Carnochan, ,vho haò been the 
fl

i
tant teaC'her for twenty-three years, giving the history 
of the school as far as it could be learned for a hunòred 
veRrs of it\:) existence. It ,vas a J11atter of congratulation 
that so many assen1bled fron1 sHeh distant points to 
how' 
their 10vaU; to the 
chooL as there .were old pupils from 
Ravannah, Philadelphia, Toronto, Hamilton, E
sex. Buf- 
falo, Cleveland, Grimsby, St. Catharine
, Dunn v il1e, Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio, etc. IJetters were reaò from Rev. 
\. G. IJ. 
rprew, San FrancisC'o 
 Rev. T. D. Phillinps. Chicago: Alex. 
Niven, D.I.J.S.. and telegrams from 01n pupils in Oregon 
and T claho. The paner read g-ave the names of many 
pupils who have occunied, or are now oeeupying, inlportant 
position
 in the worlò's work. Of the fir
t te
H'hprs, .Tudç:e 
Bl1rn
 HT1c1 
f r. 'YinterhottolTI were pupils of ){r. Creen: 
nl"o Rishon Fuller, .Judge O'Reillev. Jl1dg-e 
Iiller anò 
'fh()maq C. 
treet: of the Pllnils of Dr. Whitelaw, Sherifr 
'fpl'e]]flr. "fTon. .T. G. Currie. Archòea('on Trew, ...\1 ex. 
Niven, D.L.S.; of the punils of Rev. H. N. Phillinn
. Dr. 
1\Ia('k, Rev. ...'1.. Dawson, Rev. D. Niven, Rey. T. D. Phil- 
lipps, .Tame
 Flanir.-an; of 1\fr. Can1idgf1. .Judg p 
Iortion, 
E(l,,"arcl Ran, D.L.S. 
Of :1 later date many haye beconle successful busine

 
Jllen, c1erg-vn1en. phvsicians, lawyers, teacher
 and Rg-rieul- 
tl1ri:::t
. 'who have shown that the teaching of the Niagar<{ 
ITi (Ih Srnool has not heen inefficient. 
From the walls of the present hnildillg' hR.ve grniluate(l : 
a
 ('ler
"men. Rev. C. 
Iaster
, 
I._\. -and R.D.. Rev. '\. 

la
..;on, Rey. ,V. Rrown : a
 phv
irian
. Dr. E. 'Vilson, with 
flpgrees from Toronto. 
rontreal, .T Ohll
 H onkin
. TJonc1on. 
T':n
lan(1, anò V1Pnna: HS ]awn?r
. F. Gpòrlps, 'Yo 'ril
on. 
"R. Cleayer and r. Rowland: 'a
 
uccf'
sfn1 traC'llPr:,. 
[rs. 
Ro

, the '[i:.;
e
 'Yah:h, Bn rron. IT unter, Rankin, 
Iannitl'!. 
niJIies, Creeò. Clenlent, G. Carnochan, and 
ïYen: in 
Scien('e. 'V. Clen1ent, C.E., H. Sevrnour, D.L.S., F. Clem- 
put, B.Se.. T. K. Thomson. r.f
.. D.Re. : H
 melnher
 of thf' 
prf'

. r. n. t. Snlith. of thf' Toronto 
Vf''''.
. R. Sll1ith, of. 
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the Globe.; in stenography and bookkeeping, the Missr:-; 
}"'izette, Stevenson, Gihnour, \\Taters, L. Carnochan, Hut- 
('hinson, Best
 Long, Ibson, and Campbell; as successful 
business 1nen, ...\.. and I<J. Andrews, .A.. Paffard, W. II. Har- 
rison, J. 
[a.
son, C. PreRt, C. J. Calnpbell, 'V. and S. 
Cork, A.. anù F. Howland, J. Healey, \V. and F. :NlrClel- 
land, ,Yo J. Calnpbell. _\. Gillies, S. .calnpbell, ,-1. Skelton, 
'V. Quinn filld G. Ball; as agri('ulturi
t
, II. Bradley, R. 
])a-wson, Ii. Ball. .J. IIiscott and J. Cra.ise; as nurses in 

 ew York, the ßli
scs Long. EvaJl
, Blain, Fisher and 
Oliver; as nlusiciall
, the 11iRsc
 Seryos, Niven, Blake 
and Gillies. One haR become a 1nisRionary in China, J\Irs. 
Hobertson (née SnlÏth). 
Ial1Y other IHllne
 eould be nlcn- 
tioned, but space forbids. 
As a result of the Centennial in 1908 an effort was made 
to mark it in some permanent fonn. 1\vo nlethods were 
Ruggested, either to raise Inoney for a RC'holarship, or to 
build a gynlnasiunl, and in 1911 a fine building was erected 
on t.he school prenÜ
e:; ,,"ith a C'olnplete outfit, costing 

1,500, a great part of the nloney haying been rontrihuteÜ 
hy ex-pupils. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 


STATUTES PASSED IN P
lRLIAMENT RÞ]LATT}..TG 
TO NIA_GARA FRO
I 1792 TO 1840. 


To find that so Inany statutes pa:,sec1 in early year
 
related to Niagara was somewhat of a surprise, but un 
looking oyer the old volume containing the Statutes of 
Upper Canada, It 'was found that at least a score related 
in some way to Niagara and vicinity: 
In 1792-A Gaol and Court llouse was to be built in the 
Home District, formerly Nassau, and this ,va" huilt in 
Niagara, then caneù Newark. 
In 1797-An Act was passed to form a Law Socirt-y 
at Newark on 17th July. 1797, to aòopt rules and regu- 
la ti ons. 
In 1798-The fown and rro"nship of 
ewark to h(\ 
called Town and Township of Niagara, respectively. 
] n 1807-The Public Sehool for the District of Niagara 
to be in the Town of Niagara. 
In 1815-The sum of f:2,0()O 'additional to he granted 
for the Gaol and Court House. 
In 1816-An Act to e""<tend the limits of the Town of 
Niagara. 
1817-To establish a lnarket, to appoint thp place ana 
make rules and regulations. 
1819-To establish police for regulating nlarket, weight
. 
measures, firemen and place of market. 
1823-The Police Act amended so as to raise by assess- 
ment fifty pounds 'u year for keeping in repair market 
house and fire engines, etc. 
] 829-A Niagara Canal Co., for a Lateral Cut from 
\Yelland Canal to Town of Niagara. 
1830- With regard to roads. 
1831-To incorporate the Harbour and Dock ronlpany. 
the names given being James )Iuirhead, Robert Dickson. 
Thomas Butler, D. 
IacDougal, Ralph 
Iorden Crysler. 
230 
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\V. D. 
Iiller, Lewis Clement, John Crooks, Thomas Mc- 
Cormick, J anles Lockhart, Robert Kay, and others. 
1834-----,1\ Branch Canal for schooners from \\T elland 
Canal to Niagara. 
1835-Erie and Ontario Railway Co. (Horse R.R.). 
1836-Suspension bridge over river at Queenston. The 
names given are Alexander Hamilton, ,Joseph Hamilton, 
Joseph Wynn, Robert Grant, Robert Hamilton, Daniel 
Secord, Richard Woodruff, \V illiam 'V ynn, William Wood- 
ruff, Malcolnl Lang, Adam Brown, WilHam McMicking, 
",ho applied for charter. The Commissioners appointed 
were David Thorburn, R. Grant, \,
. Wynn, A. Ilamilton 
and Gilbert Mcl\ficking. If not constructed in ten years 
the Corporation to cease (which happened). 
1836- Niagara and Detroit Railroad Company (incor- 
pora ted ) . 
1837-Power to borrow money, Æ5;OOO, for communica- 
tion from Well and River to Queenston. 
1839- To allow Trustees of 
farket Reserve to borrow 
J::l,500 to build a better Market House OIL lots 65 and 66, 
und for other purposes. The 'rrustees of the Market Re- 

erve, Robert Dickson, John Claus, Lewis Clenlent; for 
the rrown of Niagara, E. .c. Campbell. Beveral Acts to 
amend Acts previously pab::;ed have been onlitted. rrhe idea 
of a bridge at Queenston in 1836 was not carried out ti]] 
1852. 
Members of Parlialuent.-Although it was not till 1825 
that the town of Niagara became a constituency, entitled 
to a member in Parliament, it was generally represented 
there by Niagara residents, such as llalfe IClench, D. 'V. 
Rmith and IRaac Swayzie in the Assembly, and Ron. 
\Villiam Dickson and Ron. \Yilliam Claus in the Legis- 
lative Council. From 1825 to 1874 it was a separate con- 
stituency, and 'before it lost this privilege many were the 
di
cussions, remonstrances, and arguments pro and con 
thereanent. The first menlber was Edward McBride, editor 
of a Niagara paper. In a rather warm article he claims 
that unfair means were used to prevent his re-election 
in 1828, as he found himself in jail as a debtor; having 
become security for a friend, he was called on to pay the 
amount and not given tin1e to raise the sum required, so 
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that he lost the election. "\Ye bee that even in these days 
strong measures were used to gain a point. 
In 1828 Robert Dickson 'was elected, and in 1829 Jlenry 
John Boulton, Attorney-General. In 1834 Charles Rieh- 
ardson, the brother of 
iajor Richardson, the author of 
"Wacousta," was elected by a majority over R. Dickson and 
R. 1ielville, as 
hown by a Poll Book giving the votes for 
each candidate, 'with curious notes added, as " voter sworn," 
" no deed of property," " not on the list," etc. At one time 
the period was three years, at another seven, afterwards 
four. In 1841, the vote proved to be a tie between Edward 
C. Canlpbell and Henry John Boulton, and the matter was 
settled by appointing E. C. Campbell as J udge, 
Ir. Boul- 
ton retaining the seat. There is a broad blue ribbon in 
existence with the words, "Edward C. Calnpbell. The 
Sovereign's Privileges. The People's Rights." 
In an article on "Electioneering in Niagara," 1852, pre- 
sumably in a St. Catharines paper, much ridicule is 
bestowed on the proceedings of the meeting in the Court 
House to appoint a representative for Niagara. " The 
l\iayor was called to the chair and it was moved by Andrew 
Heron, seconded by A. R. Christie, that the Hon. Francis 
Hincks be a candidate. This was ably supported by Gilbert 
Mc}Iicken and }Ir. John Simpson, of the Chronicle
. the 
latter pronounced a high eulogy upon the Inspector-Gen- 
eral, and pleasant it was to see the formal and conscienti- 
ous Tory-the great champion of Church and State-bend- 
ing his broad shoulders like Issachar to the heavy burden 
of Hincks' Radicalism-the vicar of Bray himself could 
not have done it handsomer." 
In 1844: W al ter H. Dickson was elected, and again in 
1847. An 'article in a Niagara paper gives an account 
of his speech after representing the town for seven years. 
Hon. Francis Hincks was elected in 1851, but, being also 
elected for North Oxford, the seat was held by ,J. C. 1.Ior- 
rison for town and township, as to save the town fr0111 
losing its member the township of Niagara was added. 
::hIre 
forrison remained the member till 1857, having been 
re-elected in 1854. For three ternlS John Simpson was 
elected, 1858, 1861 and 1863, but becoming Deputy Assist- 
ant Auditor-General, L\ngus Morrison was the next repre- 
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sentative, and in 1867 Ron. S. Richards became the mem- 
ber, and again in 1871, when the constituency was abol- 
ished 'and added to Lincoln, but the name Niagara waR 
retained, thus, Lincoln and Niagara. In 1867 Angus 
Morrison was elected for the Dominion and again in 1872. 
In 1874 J. B. Plumb became the member, and again in 
1878, and the constituency was abolished in 1882 and called 
Lincoln and Niagara, and finally Lincoln in 1904. First, 
then, the town alone sent a member, then town and town- 
ship, then Lincoln County and Niagara, and finaHy the 
nanle Niagara disappears fronl the constituency. How- 
ever, for many years the representative in the Provincial 
TIouse was a native of Niagara, Major Hiscott, a success- 
ful fr,Út-grower, being elected for three terms, in 1890, 
1894, and again in 1898. Niagara has no need to be 
ashamed of the members representing it, as they were 
n1en of 'ability and sterling worth, who took their share in 
advancing the interests of the country, as well as of their 
OWl). constituency. A very great change has taken place 
in the politics. of the voters, as during many years the vote 
was overwhelmingly Conservatiye, but now is very evenly 
divided between Conservative and Liberal. 



rlL\PTEH XXX\-. 


PHYSICiANS J]{D LA1T'YERS. 


NIAGARA has had t;everal skilful physicians. Among 
the first of whom we have any record are Dr. Kerr and 
Dr. 
Iuirhead. From the presence of the n1ilitary there 
were always army surgeon
. Of sonle of the nledical nlell 
there are traditions floating about, of others we learn 
many particulars in the newspapers of the day and of 
others we only know from the advertisement card in tht) 
local paper. " Newark, ,-1 anuary 25th, 1797. As the inocu- 
lation for smallpox is this day commenced at Queenston 
and the season of the year is favorable the subscribers pro- 
pose inoculating 'at Newark and in the county of Lincoln 
on most reasonable terms. The poor gratis. Rohert Kerr. 
.T ames 
luirhead." 
In the Heport of the Luyal and Patrjotit. 
u('iety, UH 7, 
it is mentioned that Dr. 
luirhea<1 was very active in assist- 
ing the distressed and, though he lost almost all at the 
burning of Niagara, would receive nothing from the Soci- 
ety, but attended patient.-- gratis. Dr. 
Iuirhead was a 
native of Scotland and came with the 16th Rifles ubout 
1790. lIe is ùes<:ribpò a
 
tuut, fine looking, with ruddy 
eomplexion. He died }IarC'h 2-!th, ] 834, aged 69, and 
was buried in Butler's graveyard, his wife being Deborah 
Butler, daughter of Colonel John Butler. Sir W. It 
Richard
, 'Chief .J uRtice, is his clesC'endant. lIe may he 
called the pioneer doctor of Niagara, and held many re- 
sponsible position
. He w'as a Conlnlissioner of the Pea('I', 
and was appointcd Trustee by the Lieutcnant-Governor in 
1807. He "'as one or those taken prisoner in the ',ar 
of 1812. 
In the Upper Canada Gazette of Decelnber, 1802, is 3 
reference to his skill. " Justus" writes of the recover v 
of 1Ir. Laselle
, dangerously ,vounded in å duel at Fo
t 
Erie, by l\ir. 'V'illiams. "It is but justice to ob
erve that 
this very extraordinary cure is principally owing to the 
234 
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skill 'and attention of ,J ames Muirhead, Surgeon, of 
Niagara. When we consider the nature of the wounds, one 
of which ,vas fì ve inches deep under the arm, and the other 
quite through to the lungs, 'So that their action in respira- 
tion could be distinctly perceived, we must own the value 
and nlerit of the surgeon." 
Dr. Kerr may also be called one of the pioneer phy::;Ï- 
cians of the place. The obituary notice in another chap- 
ter shows the honor in which he was held. His wife 'f1a
 
a daughter of Sir 'Yilliam ,Johnson and Molly Brant. She 
died in 1794 and was buried in St. Mark's. Dr. Kerr 
survived her thirty years and died in Albany. An adver- 
tisement in ì824 of his surgical instruments and valuable 
library, proba.bly shows the time of his departure froJn 
Niagara. 
Dr. Grant Powell was surgeon on the Niagara frontier 
and had the oversight of the hospital by Brock's recom- 
mendation. In Montreal he had been called "the little 
doctor with the gold spectacles." 
Dr. Telfer, -a graduate of Edinburgh, was in Niagara 
in 1828 'and vaccinated the poor gratis. A letter in 1832 
from Drs. Muirhead, Telfer and Porter complains of 
quacks and those practising without a license. In 1835 
Dr. Telfer relnoyed to Toronto, where he had a large prac- 
tice, aud his ualne occurs frequently in the Medical Board. 
Dr. Porter, from Edinburgh, was an army surgeon, 
who settled in Niagara, and had a large practice. The 
Niagara Ohronicle, of 1840, says, "He was endeared to 
both rich and poor by his kindness of heart and professional 
skill. The beauty of his only daughter was often spoken 
of." 
Dr. Thorn, of the 41st Regiment, ,vas in Niagara in 
1806 to 1812, and i's remarkable as having fought a duel. 
Dr. Hodder, another able man, was highly educated in 
London, Paris, Edinburgh, settled in Niagara in 1838, 
remained five years and removed to Toronto, where he 
achieved a great reputation. 
Dr. Miller is lnentioned in another chapter as superin- 
tendent 'Of the Sunday school in St. Andrew's. His wife, 
after his death, was frequently called in for medical advice 
and was ,caned Dr. 
Iiller. She kept a drug store, adver- 
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tised as " 
Iedical Hall," on Queen Street. A reference in 
Radcliffe's letters to 
IcGrath in 1832 no doubt refers to 
her in rather slighting terms often used by the passing 
trayeller. .. There is a drug store kept by èl wonlan who 
compounds ruedirines and puddings with equal celerity, 
but not with equal skill:' ':rhis )11ay be a touch of n1ascU- 
line jealousy, as it is belieyed 
lrs. )lillcr was quite skil- 
ful, having learned luuch fronl her hushand. 
In 184-1, Dr. Rolls aùYertise
 as next 1\11'. flaIrs office. 
Queen Street, near the old post office, and Dr. Lowe i8 ill 
the residence of 
lr. Koune, near the IIarrington IIotel. 
Dr. l\lel ville succeeded Dr. Holls in the brick hou

 uf 

ir. A. Dayidson, Queen Street, anù Dr. )IacDougal, at 
his father's residence (Colonel 1\Iar Dougal). Fronl è1 
Niagara paper, 'we learn that "On the 31st 
Iay, 184
. 
Dr. Canlpbell, of Port Robinson
 performed a very seriou-:; 
operation on )Irs. Andrews, of thÜ
 town, without the 
slightest pain through the influence of chloroform," anù 
the article goes on to give the quantity of chloroforITI fin(l 
the time occupied, telling the complete success of tlIP 
operation. (
Irs. Andrews lived to old age.) Dr. Can1p- 
bell soon after came to Niagara and was a successful pra('- 
titioner for lllany years. Dying in Toronto, he showed hi
 
love for the town by expressing a wish to be buried as nca r 
St. Andrew's Church as possible, which wish ,-ras carriet1 
out. Dr. Campbell was a graduate of Edinburgh Univer- 
sity, went to Toronto in 1858, and became President of 
the Homæopathic }Iedical Board. The Oanadian Lancf.1( 
describes him as " a man of good education, of great intel- 
lectual power, somewhat imperious, but of a genial nature." 
Other items from Niagara papers show the skill of 
several physicians: "November 22nd, 1848. Strabismu<:: 
or squinting. \Ye understand that Dr. Lowe, of this to\\lJ. 

I.R.C.S.L., L.A.C.L., recently performed several success- 
ful operations where the obliquity of the eyes was con- 
cerned. One of the illdividual
 was formerly a workman 
in our office. 'Ve believe the doctor uses chloroform ill 
cases susceptible to its influence. Niagara is favored with 
a fair or rather an unusual proportion of medical talent 
and skill. Dr. Lowe, Dr. 
Ielville and Dr. 
Iaitland, ur 
thr Royal Canadian Hifles, are all above mediocrity ill 
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their profession. A few days ago Dr. 1\Iaitland amputated 
the leg of a soldier, ,vho refused to avail hinlself of the aid 
of chloroform, saying he would rather be shot than use it." 
The Doctor's name occurs again thus, and in an entirely 
new .capacity: 
'On '\Yeilnesday last Dr. Maitland and 
Lieutenant Friend, R.C.R., ,vere out fowling about two 
miles from town, when their dogs started an enormous lynx, 
which took up a tree. Although loaded "rith Rhot only, 
both firing, shot it in the head, killing it instantly." And 
again thus. "
Iechanics' Institute, Dr. 
'Ielville last even- 
in
r delivereà the introductory lecture in a masterly man- 
ner, il1ustrating by experiments in ElectriC'ity, 
{agnetiRln, 
ChemiRtrv. The Town Hall, ,vhich is very spacious, did 
not afford ac('ommoc1ation for all who atteni1ed, and the 
If'arnec1 lecturer received frequent marks of applause." 
TheRe seenl to have heen men of nlanv gifts as surgeons. 
snort
men and scientific lecturers. Besides those named 
there have been Dr. Nelles and Dr. Wilson. a graduate of 

Icn-ill fioJ]eg-e. Both went to the West Indies for their 
heFllth. hut died comparatively young men. 
Of a later dav ,vas Dr. 
Iorson. a skilful army surO"eon, 
of Aherdeen aJ1d Lonilon, who was staff surr.-eon in Holland 
in ] 8

. He liveò long in the beautiful mansion formerly 
owned bv James Boulton and first by John Powell. 
Lenr.-th of seryice seems to be a L characteristic of the 
nlcdical men of the town. Dr. Anderson. the present" be- 
loved phvsician," has ministered to the wants of our 
peoDle for over thirty years, not only curing their ail- 
nlents, but. in the case of the poor, giving them c1othinq. 
food and mec1'icine without receiving anv equivalent, but 
the trea
ure of which we read" laid up." It is told that 
four different pnVRiC'ians have settled here during Dr. 
..\nderson's period but all have left, finding little to do, >- 
Rome stf1ying H longer. S0111e a shorter tinlc, two reasons 
heing given. tht' heaIthinpsR of Niaga.ra and the popu- 
larity of Dr. .A..nc1erson. 
Though not a Niag-ara òoctor the e"'\:nerience of Dr. Dun- 
lop, cOlllnlonly ealled "Tig-er Dunlop," for a short time in 
Niagara Rfter the Battle of Lundv's I.Jane, described most 
graphically by himself, may be given. both for its military 
::lnò medic-al value as a t:C('ll(' in 
iagara in 1814. He 
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arrived at .Niagara by a gun brig fronl rrorollto, wa
 at 
once taken to Butler's Barracks full of wounded men, many 
lying- on straw OIl the floor, others put in berth
 one abo\e 
another, so that it was Ï1npobsible to gct round thenl to 
(lre
s thcir WOUIHls. " "
agon after ,vagun arriyed and 
hefore n1Ïdday I found mysclf in charge of two hundrcd 
and twcnt
T "
oundcd, inc1uding my own reginlent, pri
- 
oners and nlilltia, with no one to assist mc hut Iny hospital 
[<.i(1rgeant who, luckily for nH\ wa
 a J11an of sound scnsr 
and great experieneè, who J11a<.1(' a l1Hßt able second. 1 
never underwent such fatigue ac;; I did for the first "reek 
at Rut1pr's Rarraclu
. IThe weather was 
ntenselv hot, thp 
flies were in myriads and, lighting on the wounds, depos- 
iteà their eg"gs, producing in a few hourl-i dreadful irri- 
tation, so that long before I could go rouni1 dressing the 
wounds it was neces:,ary to h(:)gin aga ill, and our toil was 
incessant. For two days and two night
 I never sat down. 
"nfln fati,g1.1P(1 T :-:ent nlY 
ervant for a <'hange of linen and. 
haying dined and dressed, "Tent back to DIY work quite 
refreshed. On the n10rning of the third day. however. T 
fell a:-:leep on my fcct with 11l!T ann en1hraeing the post uf 
one uf tlw lwrtlw. T t "Ta..: foun(l ilnpO:-i
ihh. to awaken 
Jl1e, FO a truss of clean stra"T was laid on the floor, on 
which 1 was depo:-:ited and fI hospitfll rug thrown over me, 
al1(l 1 here I 
lept 
oundly for fiye hours without cver turll- 
ing. )I!r instructions were, as soon a
 a TIlan could be 
safely ren10ved, to 
hip hiJn to York, and as there 'w
rc 

hips of war always in readines
 and as nlY men were emi- 
nently uncolnfortable where they "
ere, 1 very soon thinned 
IHY hospital and the few that remaincd over were sent to 
a tpJ11pOrary g-cncral hospital. 
" It would be a u
eful Ies
on to {;old-blooded physicians to 
witne

 thp sorrow and the horror of a ho
pital after a 
battle. The exclamation of a poor WOlnan while I wag at 
work an10ng the ".ounded iI1ustrates thi
. Among the 
woundeò wa
 an A.n1erican farmer who harl bepn on thr 
field. either as a n1Ïlitiall1an or a camp follower. IIe was 
nearly sixty y('ar
 of age but of a most herculean framp. 
One ball haò shattered his thigh-bone and Rnother, ohvi- 
ously mnrtHL hHà lodgpd in hi
 hody. Hif' "ifp. 
 respect- 

hle, eldprJy-looking 'WomalJ, ('
n1C o\er undpr iJ flag of 
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truce and Iound her husband lying on a truss of straw. 
writhing in Hgon
'. She seelneà at first stunned and sat 
on the ground, ceased her 'wailing, taking her husband':": 
head in her lap, while the tears flowed fast down her face. 
Rhe da
ped her hands, and looking wildly around. ex- 
dain1ed, 'Oh, that the King and the President 'were both 
here this IllOlnent to see the 111isery their quarrel:.;; lead to 
-they surely never would go to war ag'ain without a cause 
that t.hey C'ould give to God at the last day for thus destroy- 
ing the creatures that IIe hath nlade in His own imap:e.' 
In half an hour the poor fellow ceased to suffer." 


Tbe Law Society of tTpper Canaòa lnet on the 17th Jnly. 
1797, at 'Yilson's Hotel, Newark, in obedience to an AC't 
passed in ParJian1ent. ThoR
 pre
ent were John White, 
Ang-us :àlaC'donelI. Christopher R,obinson, 'V. D. Powell, 
Nichola
 Hagarnlan. Robert D. Grav, James Clark, ABan 
)IC'Lean. ;;\Jexander Stewart, and R. C. Beardsley. .An 
Act had been passed, 9th ,Tuly. 1794, by which "the 
Lieutenant-Goyernor might license such as he shall deenl 
fronl their probity. education and condition in life, best 
qualified to act as .6-\i1v'Ocates and Attorneys in the conduct 
of legal proceeding
." From this we may suppose that 
some were appointec1 who had no legal education. We 
know that ,AJexander Stewart was a captain in the arm
'. 
In 1803. several were aàmitted b:v license of Lieutenant- 
(toyernor Hunter. viz., William Dickson, D' Arcy Bou1ton. 
.T ohn Powell. 'Villiam Elliot. and W. Baldwin. These 
DaIlleS are given, as seyera 1 of them belong to Niagara. 
'V. D. Powen, fT r.. belonged to Queenston. as shown by a 
}ptter written in 180.1. thanking Robert Nelles, of Grimsb
1 
(FortY-l\'Iile Creek). for helping his elopen1ent with 
fis
 

ara h Stevenson to Niagara. where they "rere married b:v 
Hpv. R. A.ddison. His death is recorded in St. Mark'
 
Reg-j
ter in 1803. 
\.1exander Stewart was the father of 
another ]
wYer, Alexander Stewart. who is remembered bv 
many. At the family residence, corner Regent and Pri- 
deaux Streets, General Brock, it is said. was often enter- 
t
iner1. WilIian1 Dickson, whose obituary notice may be 
ff'l1nr1 jn thpsp pages. built thp first brick house in Niag8J"R. 
and becamp very "'
aIthy. Hig 
on, Rohert Dickson, be- 



240 


HISTORY OF NIAGARA 


e
llne a barri
ter in Niagara, and the late Judge Campbell 
was a student of law with him. ,A, letter from 
Ir. Dickson 
to l\lrs. Campbf\lI, in 182-1, throws some light on the 
customs of the law as to tern1S of apprentice
hip. )1'r:;. 
Campbell ,vas the 'widow of Fort 
Iajor Canlphell. ,vho 
was huried at Fort George, Decelnber, 1812. 
Ir. Dick- 
son states that he had received a letter from 1\Ir. .Tan1e
 
Crooks respecting her wish to place her son uncler article
 
of apprenticeship with him. The letter may be quoted, as 
it does honor to all concerned. After referring to early 
years of law in Niagara he F:aYR: 
"When I entered OIl the study seven years ago nlY 
nlaster exacted a fee of ÆI00 currency. laIn rf\solved 
to take no young gentleman, but one well principled 
and who at the expiration of his apprenticeship win 
do me some credit. The high recol111nendation of thr 
young man together with the former acquaintance of 
the families inclines Jne to make the foHowing proposi- 
tion. Instead of requiring a fee I will receive the young 
gentJem.an for five years, take him ,vith my own family 
and make him an inmate of the san1e for the sum of !60 
per annum. I am married and lately built on the old site 
of my father's brick house, out of town, where everything 
is comfortable and pleasant, as if he were a son of my own. 
J 111ake this offer from the high recommendation you give. 
for I can assure you I would not extend any such offer to 
any but a discreet, modest and deserving lad. I mentioned 
nlY intended proposition to my father and he approved it 
fronl a partial recollection of your son a.nd his acquaint- 
ance with you. . . . . 
" I relnain, yours respectfully, 
" ROBERT DICKSO!\." 


The first n1ention of a C'Ourt being held in Niagara is 
in December, 1793, presided over by Chief J ustiee Osgoode. 
the Hon. Robert Hamilton and Peter Russell, Justices of 
the Peace, being associates. A grand jury of seventeen 
was sworn In, among the jurors being John 
IcX abb, 
Peter Ball, William Jarvis, A. )Iacdonell, Francis Crooks. 
Ralfp Clench, 'Villiam Dickson and Thomas Butler, all 
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well-known names. It was Chief Justice Osgoode who 
suggested in his charge to a grand jury that slavery ought 
not to exist in Canada, and thus the Act of 9th July, 
1793, "to prevent the further introduction of slaves and 
to limit the terms of contracts for service within the pro- 
vince," was passed-an Act so honorable to our early 
legislators before Britain by paying Æ20,OOO,OOO freed her 
slaves and long before our neighbors by a more costly sacri- 
flee of human lives, of tears and blood, as well as millions 
of money, did the same. 
From old Niagara papers we learn the names of many of 
the. legal fraternity. James Boulton, whose residence was 
that on King Street lately occupied by Dr. Morson, was 
a noted pleader. A verse from the description of Niagara 
notabilities already referred to, emphasizes this,- 


"James Boulton, as we understand, 
Addressed the folk in Haldimand; 
If he can't talk a man to sleep, 
Before a jury he can weep." 


This is said to have actually occurred, and by it he won 
his case. 
In 1830. in the Glpanpr, is the business card of Robert 
Dirkson, "Barrister. and in 1831, that of his pupil, Erlward 
C. Campbell, Attorney, opposite 
ir. John Wagstaff's, but 
in 1841 E. C. f1ampbeU states that from his official anpoint- 
mpnt he hRs placed his arcounts in the hands of Messrs. 
Miller and Roomer. 'This probably refers to his appoint- 
mrnt as judge. ,vhirh position he held till his death in 
1 RöO. fT udge Campbell, the son of Fort Major Campbell, 
took great interest in many ways in the prosperity of the 
town. A sucressful horti('ulturi
t. his name is found in 
a 11 the lists of prize
 at the exhibitions for fruit, flowers 
and vegetables. The Prrsident of the Mechanics' Insti- 
tute for ten years, he did much for that institution. His 
taU, stately form is yet remembered. 
On 22nd June, ] 830, William Bowers Winterbottom 
and 'V,arren Claus. Esqs., were caned to the Bar as Bar- 
risters 'of all His 1{ajesty's Courts in Upper Canada. At 
the death of Mr. Winterbottom in 1895 he was the oldest 
17 
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Bencher in the Proyince. .T udge Lawder, who had prac- 
tised aR a lawyer in Niagara, succeeded Judge Campbell 
and held the position for 111any years. The names of many 
of whom little is now known are found in the advertising 
eolumns. John Powell, Barrister and Attorney, opposite 
the IIarrington Hotel on Gate Street, kept there the Regi ';- 
try Office; Ð' .l\.rcy Boulton, in 1847, at the office formerly 
occupied by J anles Boulton; .L\. C. Han1ilton. Barrister, 
opposite th
 Briti
h IIoteI. 
lessrs. 
Iiller and Boomer 
flourished in 1845, and in 18;;2 the firm stilI existed, but 
Richard 
Iiller in St. Catharines and George Boolner in 
Niagara. J Ohll Lyons, barrister Hnd attorney, who ,vas, 
if we mistake not, one of the young llH'l1 who threw 
}lackenzie'
 type into Toronto Bay, wa
 no,v Regis- 
trar in Niagara, opposite John Young's dwelling- 
hou
c ; also Charles L. Hall, Queen Street, in 
1838, and Charles Richardson and ,l'1.. Gilkison, also in 
Queen Street. in 1838. In 1870 George Boyle practised, 
but for many year
 no lawyer ha;;; made his home in 
Niagara, whether because there is l

s litigation or from 
t he decrea
p in the population of the town. In 1838, in 
one copy of the Chronicle. there are seventeen advertise- 
nlents of the sale of lands for debt, signed ,Alexander 
Ilamilton, Sheriff, and .L\lex. )IcLeod, Deputy Sheriff. 



UHAprrER XXXVI. 
POST-OFFICES 
tND POSTMASTERS. 


THE first reference I have found with regard to a post- 
office is in 1798, and this shows Niagara was the depot for 
letters for many points. The notice in the Upper Canada 
Gazette reads thus: "List of letters remaining with J. 
Edwards, Esq., at Newark, U.C. For accoIDlllodation of 
persons to whom they are addressed. Niagara, Niagara 
FaII
, York, Thorolc1, Chippawa Creek, Fort Erie. Grand 
River. Oxford, River la Tranche, and other places." This 
was a pOf:t that arrived every second Wednesday and letters 
for IT pper Canada ,,,,ere sent to 
Ir. Edwards, Niagara. 
"'Vhen the post does not get in too late in the evening he 
will go back after the nlail is 111ade up, which generally 
takes an hour and a half. 
\U letters intended for the 
hI ail should be in the hands of 
Ir. Edwards by "\Vednes- 
day morning. J. G. Coffin, P.M." 
But from a line above this notice thus, " Post Office, Fort 
Xiagara, April 2nd, 1798," it is evident that letters came 
fir
t to Fort Niagara, whi('h, of course, was British tin 
17!J6, and many not knowing the change still thus ad- 
dressed their letters to Fort 
iagara. 'Ve will suppose 
that ,T. G. Coffin was the postnlaster there and J. EdwardR 
in Newark. It was in this year, 1798, that an Act of 
Parliament ,vas obtained to change the name back to 
Niagara. Below this notice we read, "Stage between 
Newark and Chippawa, 7 a.ln. Monday, Wednesday, Fri- 
itay. J...Jetters fourpence each." 
In the Upper Canada Gazette
 October 1797, it appears 
that a subscription had been proposed for the mail between 
Canandaigua and Fort Niagara. but a later notice says 
that the subscription has been withdrawn and the expense 
will be wholly borne by the United States, and the state- 
ment is made that" the United States lllail has commenced 
running fronl Canandaig-ua: it win arrive every other 
\Vednesday. Mr. McClellan has taken charge of the post 
248 
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office until a postmaster shaH have been appointed. To 
accODlmodate the gentlemen of Upper Canada the letter
 
for the Province will be left with }Ir. Edwards, \Yest. 
:Niagara.-J. J. Ulrich Revardi, 
lajor Art]Jlery and Eng. 
Commanding." 
In the issue for October 11th, "rfhe Uniterl States nltlil 
for the first time, arrived at Fort Niagara." 
\\Te find in a paper of 1800, Fort Niagara, a li
t of 
letters left with S. Tiffany at the printing office, 
:Niagara, and in 1801 a list of letters in the post-office 
of J. Edwards, in Niagara, U.C., signed David 
Thompson, P.l\L, and an N.B. notice reads, "If per
on
 
will remeDlber that )1 r. Edwards has all this trouble with- 
out any emolument to please take up letters, to prevent 
them being returned to dead letter office every six months. oo 
John ,Crooks was postmaster for Reveral years, anc1 we 
read of his kinc1neF's in sending 'wood to the jail, to re1ievc 
the sufferings of prisoners from thr cold in winter. On 
the death of Mr. Crooks, in 183iJ, .Alexander Davidson 
became postmaster. TIe was the editor of the Niagara lr[a1"l 
in 18-17, afterwards assisted by his son, tTanles ...\. David- 
son. Mr. Davidson wa
 
ucceeded bv Robert Connor 0 who 
held the position tin 186], whcn "he wa
 succeeded by 
Robert 
I. \Varren, who held the office for over forty ycarR, 
to 1902. TIe ".as a noted fruit grower and an earnest tem- 
perance worker; \vith the exception of the late l\lr. 
Iichael 
Teefy, of RichDlond Hill, it is believed that 1\Ir. "r arren 
held the position of postmaster longer than any other 
official of the department. 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 
OBITUARY NOTICES. 


THIS does not pretend to cover the obituary notices of 
all the inlportant people in early tinles which should be 
recorded, but merely those found in old papers. !1:uch to 
be desired are notices of nlany not here to be found. 
These obituary notices, gathered fronl n1any sources, are 
in general quoted exactly, but in a fe,v cases for brevity 
contractions have been made. 
29th May, 1793. "Died, Catharine Butler, wife of J Ohll 
Butler, Esq., first Judge of ,Common Pleas, Lieutenant- 
Colonel of old Rangers and chief agent for the Indians. 
Few in her station have been more useful, none more 
humble. She lived 58 years in the world without provoking 
envy or resentment and left the world as a weary traveller 
leaves an inn to go to the land of his nativity." 
Why do these old notices not give the maiden name of 
the wife? Mrs. Butler's life was not free from trouble, 
as she was kept a prisoner in Albany solely because she 
was the wife of Colonel Butler, and was finally released 
by exchange. Such vicissitudes frequently occurred in the 
Revolutionary Vl ar, according to the cruel custom of the 
period. It has been lately learned that :àfrs. Butler's 
maiden name was Pollock. 
In a paper of 1794 is recorded the death of Elizabeth, 
wife of Dr. Kerr, January 25th, 1794, daughter of Sir 
William Johnson and Molly Brant. 
Perhaps the earliest merchant of the town was George 
Forsyth; on an altar tombRtone, haC'ked in the war, we 
find this information: 
"In memory of Geo'rge Forsyth, who, in his long resi- 
dence as a Inerchant and magistrate in the town, was 
beloved for his mild manners and great worth; died Sep- 
tember 5th, 180.3; aged 52 years." 
In the Upper Canada Gazette, Niagara, December 14th, 
1796: "With sorrow we announc
 the affecting news that 
245 
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on Saturday last departed this life, much lamented. thp 
:uniable J! rs. H arniltol1. consort of the lIonorabIr Robert 
lIanÚlton, Esq.. of Queenston, and this day her Temaill
 
were interred by a large concourse of relatiYe
 and friends 
deeply impressed with the solemnity of the occa
Üon. ){r
. 
IIami1ton possessed those yirtues that adorn hunlanity, 
rendering her a pattern to her ::;ex, endearing her as a 
mother, daughter, sister, friend; and all to whonl she wa
 
thus related kl1e\v well the diligence with \yhich she dis- 
charged their several duties and now 8
T}npathize with 
ach 
other in the irreparable loss." 
Hon. R,. Hamilton's first wife waR Catharine Askin, the 
widow of John Robertson. His second wif(' ,va
 ){ary 
Herkinler, the widow of R eil )IcLcan. 
In York Gazette
 }Iarch 22nd, 1809, appears this notice: 
"Died at his hou
e in Quernston on 8th iust., Ilol1. 
Robert Ilamilton; while liying his public ahility, beneyo- 
lence and conciliating disposition will rend0r his death 
long and feelingly regretted." Of him Bi
hop Strachan 
saic1, "He was remarkable for yaried infornlation, engag- 
ing Inanners, princely hospitality, magnanimous liberality 
in rescuing many from famine." Cann iff says, "He left 
an estate of 
200,000." 1-I
 ,vas at Carlcton Island in 
] 779, and became a" partncr of [1011. Richard Cartwright. 
")Iay 24th, 1818. Death of Peter Secord, aged ] 0:3. 
TIis longevity is ascribed to his remarkable ten1perance. 
lie was one of the first settler=,o La
t year he killed four 
wolves and 1ralked twenty miles t<J makè affidavit to obtain 
the wolf bounty." L 
"1823. Died at Dru111nlond Island, Colonel Robert Dic7t- 
son
 late Supcrintcndent of 'V
stcrn Indian nation. H
 
saved many lives of prisoners alnong the Inclians. 'Va
 a 
native of Dumfries, Scotland." (...\merican Buffalo 
Patriot) . 
"1824. Dieà at Albany, Robert 1,,- C1T. of Niagara, D.C., 
aged 69. Surgeon in the Indian Department. Thp funeral 
'wa
 attended by a large concourse of citizen
 and members 
of the Legislature. Rein
 Grand 
fa
tcr of the Grand 
Lodge of Uppcr Canada, the 
Iasonic brcthren attend
d 
and agrecd to 'wear crape on the left arm for thirty 
days." York Gazette: Dr. Kerr lived in the hospital from 
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1822, and at one time on Prideaux Street. He came to 
Niagara in 1789. His wife was the daughter of Sir 
"\Villianl Johnson and 
folly Brant, and was buried in 
St. Mark's, 1794. Albany people spoke of his liberal 
hospitality, ,and his unifornl kindness to the Anlerican 
arnlY is gratefully remembered by nlany in Albany. He 
was for forty-five years surgeon to His Majesty's forces, 
Indian Department, and Judge of the Surrogate." 
"1826. Died, Hon 1Yillia1J
 Claus
 aged 61. A eulogy 
on his charact
r was given at the Garrison Service." 
" 1828. Died, John Breakenridge
 Esq., 'Barrister, etc. 
In the death of 1\lr. Breakenridge, Niagara has lost one of 
its best friends. He settled here shortly after the war and 
built several of the most elegant and tasty houses in town. 
He was charitable, hospitable, and had numerous friends." 
" January, 1828. Died on the 19th, Ralfe Clench
 of 
paralytic affection, a native of Schenectady, joined the 
Royal Standard in 1775, at the time of the Revolution as 
eadet of the 42nd Regiment; he next had a conun'ission in 
the 8th or I(ing's Regiment; then Lieutenant in Butler's 
Rangers, till 1783; then Clerk of the Peace in Quebec and 
this district. He was a Judge, Registrar of Surrogate, Col- 
onel of l\filitia; and several times member of the House of 
Assenlbly." 
"1828. Died, Isaac Swayzie
 near town; of New Jersey, 
aged 77. He suffered impriRonment for being loyal to his 
king and country, escaped to the British lines, and has 
been the representative in Parliament for several years." 
" Died, October, 1829, Rev. R. Addison. As a gentleman, 
a scholar, a divine, he ,vas distinguished for liberality of 
sentinlents, unostentatious life, integrity of conduct, char- 
ity, benevolence, and urbanity of manner, and was a faithful 
friend. There was a large funeral with l\lasonic honors; 
the sernlon ,vas preached by the Archdeacon of York." 
"Died, Peter Tho1J
pson
 of Stanlford, on Feb. 23rd, 
1829, aged 80. He canle to Anlerica fronl Scotland before 
the Revolutionary War; then to Canada in 1783 and settled 
in Stamford, on land granted. Was an elder in the Pres- 
byterian church for more than thirty years. He has not 
left an enemy. The editor of this paper knew him for 
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more than forty years, and can 'witness ironl personal 
knowledge to his amiable disposition." 
"June 16th, 1828. Death of l.1rs. Mary Rogers
 aged 
78. She canle to Niagara twenty-two years ago, has left 
forty descendants." 
"1833. Death of John Grier. Born in 1761, in Gallo- 
way, Scotland. He resided in town for forty years, and was 
in the Presbyterian church since it
 forn1ation. He leaves 
a widow, one son and grandson, all in comfortable circum- 
stances." 
"Died, February 20th, 1830, Thomas ltfcjficking
 Stam- 
ford. Came from Galloway, Scotland, to New York, fought 
in the war, received a grant of land in 1783, and was an 
elder in the Presbyterian church for 30 years." 
" September 4th, 1830. Died, John Secord
 on the 3rd 
instant, aged, we believe, ahout eighty years. He was one 
of the oldest settlers in the Province, and, we believe, the 
very first in this District. He has left a nunlerous progeny, 
many of whonl have been respectably settled in the 
country." 
"Died, October 25th, 1831, Jacob Servos
 in Louth, 
aged 80. He was one of those who left their all in the now 
U.S., and joined the British standard; bore a lieutenant's 
commission, received half pay to the day of his death, 
besides bounty of land given him." 
"In Stamford, aged 80, J1 rs. Thompson
 relict of late 
Peter Thompson, on 
Iarch 5th, 1832. )Irs. Thompson is 
nearly the last head of a fan1Ïly of those loyal, respectable 
en1Ïgrants from Scotland, who were persecuted by the 
rebels in New York State, and took refuge in the British 
lines on this frontier, and ,vh<:\ settled on lands granted 
them by the Goyernment 48 years ago." 
" Died at Brighton, England, 1832, Lieut.-General John 
M urray
 formerly of 100th Regiment, late 99th, who dis- 
tinguished himself in Canada during the late war with 
the United States, particularly at the stornling and capture 
of Fort Niagara, on 19th December, 1813, for which he 
received the thanks of the Provincial Legislature, and a 
present of a valuable sword." 
"1833. On 31st 
Iarch, died of scarlet fever, John 
Crooks
 Esq., P.M., aged 38. As a magistrate he was firm 
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and conscientious; as a Christian, sinrere, steadfast, exem- 
plary; for fourteen years conrlueted a Sunday school in the 
midst of many discouragements, but the fruit of his labors 
relnains. He was an elder in St. Andrew's Church, and has 
left a family of five daughters, the eldest eight, the youngest 
an infant, presented by her sorrowing mother to receive 
bruptisnl in the church immediately after the father was 
committed to the dust; a scene of melancholy interest 
which will not soon be forgotten. 'Leave thy fatherless 
children, I will preserve them, and let thy widows trust 
in me.'" 
In July, 1837, "Died, John Wilson. The Vestry of 
St. Mark's express sympathy with the fan1Ïly of deceased 
churchwarden." 
1841, June 25th, in Reporter. "Died, in this town, on 
Friday, 25th, after a lingering illness, Mr. Thomas Sewell, . 
printer and publisher of this paper, aged 35. He was a 
native of Appleby, in \Vestmoreland, England, and canle 
here in 1831, and has left a widow and three small children 
to nlourn his loss." 
In the Argus, 
farch, 1846, is a long obituary of Hon. 
1fT illiam Dickson, of which this is a short summary: 
"Deceased was a native of Dumfries, born in 1769, 
came here at the age of sixteen and entered in the 
employment of Hon. R. Hamilton, then in partnership 
with Ron. R. Cartwright, at Carleton Island, then at Fort 
Niagara and Twelve Mile Creek. He built the first brick 
house at Niagara about 1790., and later was admitted to 
practice law by special Act of Parliament; was J.P. and 
Clerk of the Peace, Judge of District Court. In 1816 in 
the Legislative Council; made settlement of Township of 
Dumfries of one hundred thousand acres, and laid the 
foundation of fortunes of the family. Retired in 1835 to 
this town. Suffered much from severe bodily disease. At 
the funeral on Sunday an assemblage of inhabitants of the 
town and country (amidst the inclen1ency of the weather) 
that assen1bled, gratified both his friends and family." In 
the sermon that was preached by Rev. T. Creen, it is men- 
tioned that he was one who had helped in procuring the 
first missionary and in the erection of the church. "Waiv- 
ing the predilection which he naturally entertained for the 
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Established Church of his native land, he united .with us 
in an application to the ,..... enerable Society for the Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel for a n1Ïssionary of the Church of Eng- 
land. He W3JS ever to the settlers a kind adviser and 
generous friend, never pressing paynlents due to him." 
In the Dumfries paper is found another notice referring 
to the settlement of the township. 
From Dumfries Courie1., Feb. 21st, 1846: "We have 
to-day to record the nlelancholy inteHigence of the death 
of the lIon. lVilliam Dickson, the liberal-minded and 
revered founder of this township, which sad event took 
place at Niagara on Thursday last, 18th instant. The 
rrownship of Dumfries, which, under his fostering care, 
has, in an incredibly short period, been converted from a 
wilderness into one of the most flourishing and prosperous 
parts of the Province, hears witne
:, to the wisdom and 
benevolence of the late lamented gentleman, whose memory 
will be long cherished in the heart
 of thousands to 'Vh01l1 
he has been indeed a benefactor and a friend." 
" Death of Andrew Ileron. On )Iay 13th, 1848, of decay 
of nature, }Ir. Andrew Heron, aged 83 years. He was a 
native of Kircudbrightshire, Scotland, and came to Amer- 
ica sixty-three years ago. For sixty years he resided in 
Canada. In the earlier part of his life he was engaged 
in mercantile pursuits, which he relinquished in 1817, and 
that year commenced the publication of the Niagara 
Gleaner, which he continued for upwards of twenty years." 
)'Iarch 4th, 1841, in the A rgZls in H Jlotiee of the death 
of J oh n Y oun g, previou
l y referred to, is a reward offered 
for the recovery of the body (he was ùrowned in Lake 
Ontario) ; a full description of clothes is given. 
"Died in this town, 26th January, 1853, Dr. John 
11'hitelaw, in his 79th year. IIe was a man of great erudi- 
tion, distinguished in dassics and science; since 1805, with 
little intermission has conducted a classical school in differ- 
ent parts of the Provincc, fir
t at Quebec, then at Kingston, 
and latterly at Niagara. Various distinguished persons 
now living received their education from him. llis great 
modesty and retiring habits kept hiIn froIn being as con- 
spicuous as many of inferior abilities. He was born in 
Bothwell, near Glasgow, Scotland. Arrived in this country 
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in 1805, and was for two years associated with the late 
Daniel Wilkie, in a classicaÌ school in Quebec, so that he 
was one of the oldest cla::::sical teachers in the Province. 
In 180.7 he was appointed to I\::ingston gramnlar school. In 
1818 he resigned, went to Scotland, and at Glasgow and 
Edinburgh obtained the degrees of 1\LA., and 
LD. He 
came to Canada again in 1825 and practised medicine in 
I(ingston. In 1833 can1e to Niagara gra.mmar school. He 
was one of the few persons of ,vhonl an ill word was never 
heard. Respected by aU and beloved by his friends and 
relatives, he has gone to the graye at a ripe age. He read 
a portion of the New Testament in the original language 
the day he died. He has been translated to that place 
where he ,,
ill clearly understand those mysteries of Provi- 
dence and Grace which here he eagerly sought to explore, 
but "
as unable to fathom." 
" Died, Col. De Lat1"e;> ßuddenly, in 1848, on the steam- 
boat from Niagara to Toronto, of the Ceylon Regiment, 
1818. The deceased lived at Lundy's Lane from 1832, 
became President of the 
iagara Harbor and Dock Conl- 
pany, and lived at Niagara over a year in De Latre Lodge. 
He was a great student of classics and science, and was 
huried at Lundy's Lane." 
" Charles Richardson, born 180,5, died 1848, w'as member 
for Niagara from 1834-1836." 
October 19th, 1853. " Died, John lVhitmore.. aged 79. 
In 1776 the Indians murdered all the fan1Ïly except him- 
self, a brother and two sisters. One of them is :hIrs. Hoople, 
of New York. He was carried off captive and lived with 
Indians, adopted by Delawares, afterwards settled in N ia- 
gara township, and was loyed and respected, a noble speci- 
men of a Canadian faflner of the aIel schooL" This is a 
long notice, here abbre,"iatec1. 
1850, August 21st. "Died, Elizabeth Clench
 relict of 
the late Colonel Ralfe Clench, aged 77. Deceased was 
born near Johnstown and canle to Canada during the 
Revolutionary 'Yar. 'She was the daughter of the late 
Captain Brant Johnson and granddaughter of the late Sir 
William Johnson, Baronet." 
May, 1852. "Died, Abraham 
V. Secord
 youngest son 
of John Secord, Niagara, where he was born April Brd, 



252 


HISTOR1 T OF NI.\GARJ:\ 


1795. He joined the volunteer force in 1812, ,vhen seven- 
teen, under Captain Hatt, ,vas next made sergeant, and 
was given a conllnission by Sir Isaac Brock, under circum- 
stances highly creditable to both. All that constituted the 
soldier and the patriot was found in him, and he had the 
esteem of all who knew him." 
.J..l1rs. Hoople
 sister of John "Ditmore. "Near Dickin- 
son's Landing, on 2nd October, 1858, aged 93, 
Irs. 11ary 
Hoople, last surviving sister of the late John 'Vhitmore. 
She shared in the Indian captivity of her brother, having 
been carried off in their childhood by a band of Indians 
(Delawares). She was with her brother released by Gover- 
nor Simcoe, and she settled near Cornwall. Nine years 
ago she and her brother, 
Ir. \Vhitmore, met for the first 
time after a separation of nearly seventy years." 
U J ames Gooper
 on 24th of 
Iarch, 1860, at his residence, 
Queenston Road, Niagara Township, died, aged 86 years. 
He was one of the few surviving original settlers of U.C., 
having been brought to this Province as a prisoner by the 
Indians in 1776. }Ir. Cooper was one of the sterling nlen 
of the olden time, full of truthfulness, honesty and loyalty. 
He was a member of the Church of Scotland, and in every 
relation of life a man greatly esteemed." 
" H on. James Crooks died at his residence, Flalnboro' 
'Vest, in 
Iarch, 18GO, aged 82. He was a resident of 
Niagara from 1794, having enligrated from Scotland when 
quite young. \Vas a merchant here many years, shipped 
the first wheat and first flour from Xiagara to 
Iontreal, 
built the first paper mills in Flamboro', was a member of 
the Legislative Council for twenty-five years, was a captain 
in the 1st Lincoln :\lilitia and fought bravely at Queenston 
IIeights. He was highly esteemed as a straightforward, 
reliable man." 
"Judge Edward G. Campbell died in January, 1860, 
aged 54. lIe .was the son of Fort-)fajor Campbell, from 
Islay, Argylbhirc, Scot1and, studied la\\ with the lIon. 
Robert Dickson, becalnc finally his partner, was elected 
Dlenlber of Parlianlcnt by a majority of one over H. J. 
Boulton, and the next year was maùe judge, which posi- 
tion he held for twenty years, and displayed sound judg- 
ment, strict impartiality and grcat dignity of manner." 
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" lVillian
 Duff ...ftrf.illel". Died Feb. 18th, 1859, Inspector 
and Deputy ,Clerk of the Crown and Pleas, aged '(3. The 
deceased had been a resident of this frontier for 57 years, 
aud a resident of Niagara for fifty years, had held his posi- 
tion of Deputy Clerk for over thirty years, and discharged 
his duties, both civil and military, with peculiar care and 
zeal. In military affairs he could recite viva voce the 
Egyptian visit of the great Napoleon, over half a century 
ago-his warm reception' there and his hasty departure. 
Loyalty was his guiding star; to his church, the Auld Kirk, 
he had been a pillar for many years. Urbane in his man- 
ner, an efficient public officer, a firm friend, his memory 
will not soon fade in this community. He leaves a large 
family of sons and daughters, brought up in strict business 
habits, like himself." 
" Colonel DanielltfacDougal died December 26th, 1866, 
aged 84. The deceased came fronl Scotland in 1786. He 
fought at Ogdensburgh and Lundy's Lane. At the latter 
place received seven "rounds. He was Lieutenant in the 
Glengarry Light Infantry, then Colonel in Incorporated 

Iilitia, and becalne Treasurer of the United Counties of 
Lincoln, WeIland, and Haldimand, which position he filled 
with integrity for many years." 
" Mrs. Prickett died August 23, 1865, a native of Eng- 
land. She had been a nurse in Niagara for over forty years, 
having assisted at least in bringing into the world many 
of Niagara's noted inhabitants. After the death of her 
husband she supported herself in a respectable manner for 
many year1s in her chosen profession." 
"January 9th, 1867. Died, Colonel Joseph Clement
 
aged 76. He was one of the oldest, most wealthy and 
respectable residents of the township, one of the old stock 
of United Empire Loyalists, who first settled this part of 
Upper Canada. He was one of the veterans of 1812, and 
during the Trent affair, sick and feeble in strength, turned 
out to take command of the 1st Battalion of Lincoln 
Mili tia, ready to die in harness." 
Though not of Niagara, the following obituary gives us 
important historic information as to the early settlers and 
their faithfulness to the British flag: 
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" Died at Glengarry, 1827, Allan 
IcDonald, aged 79, a 
native of Inverness-shire, the ]ast survivor of three hundred 
Highland emigrants in 1784, with wholn he sailed from 
Greenock, for Quebec. After a passage of seventeen weeks 
they were driven by stress of weather in to Philadel phin. 
...
lthough urged to settle in the United States, his influence 
prevailed, so that not one remained, and all reached their 
destination and 1uaintaine<l thcir allegianC'e to Britaiu. 
.After great privations and expen:-;c they settled in Glen- 
garry. He waR, for thirty )"ears, Con1n1i
sioner of Peace." 



CHL
PTER XXXVIII. 
SOCIETIES AND CLUBS. 



IANY different societies and clubs have existed in 
Niagara, some lasting to the present day, others" have had 
their day and ceased to be." Of only a few are there any 
minutes preserved, except in the newspapers of the time, 
or perhaps a printed circular found in an old garret. Of 
these, perhaps, next to the Agricultural Society come
 
the TUTf Club, or Niagara races, qut we have at different 
periods the Debating Society, the Bible Society, the St. 
Andrew's and St. Patrick's Society, the Temperance Soci- 
ety, the Choral Society, the Cricket Club, the Fire Com- 
pany, the Golf Club, the Curling Club, the Odùfellows, 
the Free and Easy -Club. the Society for the Pronlotion 
of Christian Knowledge, the ITnion Sunday School Soci- 
ety, the Orange Society, Sleigh Club, etc. 
TURF OLuB.-In an' garrison towns we find that the 
amu:;elnent of racing has had enthusiastic supporters and 
Niagara has been no exoeption to the rule. In distant 
ages, too, feats of skin have demanded and received the 
enthusiastic applause of the nlultitude. In the Isthmian 
game'S, with the victor merelv rewarded with a crown of 
laurel or parsley, in the chariot race of Ben Hur, in the 
contest where Dougla
 thre'w a rood beyond the farthest 
mark, in the Derby 'where for so In any years contestants 
strive for the Blue Ribbon 'Of the Turf, always and every- 
where men eagerly 'w"atch contests which show strength 
and skill. 
Many of the old inhabitants tell of the three-days' races 
attended by crowds of vi
itors, and old Niagara papers 
contain advertisementR. Not aU places have such an ex- 
tensive grass-grown plain for a race course, nor such a 
vantage-ground for a view as is afforded by the ramparts 
of Fort George. On May 31st, 1 'ï9'ï, Amicus writes advo- 
C'ating- a race cour
e, and the i1ssue for June 27th, Upper 
Canada Gazette
 Niagara, reads: "Races will be run for 
255 
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over the new course on the plains of Niagara. A purse of 
20 guineas, 10. guineas," etc., signed Halfe Clench, Alex- 
ander Stewart, Peter Talman. In a later paper ,ve learn 
that the races took place on .July 6th, 7th, 8th: "No one 
is to ride except in a short, round jacket. If caps are 
not to be had a hlack handkerchief to be worn as a substi- 
tute." The letter of An1Ïcus had recommended the estab- 
Jishment of the Turf Club" to promote an intercourse of 
commerce, friendship and sociability between the people 
of this province and those of the neighboring parts of the 
United States." 
In 1817, "the following matches and sweepstakes were 
run over the course near Fort George. The charming music 
of the band of the 70th Regiment was heard. The officers 
of the 70th gave a dinner, ball and supper to a large party 
in their messroom. Dancing ,vas kept up till five in the 
luorning." 
In the Gleaner, April 14th, " At a meeting of the Niagara 
Turf 'Club at :\[rs. A. Rogers, only one subscription to be 
called for this year of four dollars from each member to 
create a fund for purses. Stewards elected, Colonel J ohn- 
son, Colonel Clarke, Captain 
lontressor, P. Robinson, 
D. S. Skene, E. Pilkington, Willianl I(err, S. P. J arviR, 
'Villiam )Iendham, .J ohn Ross, Treasurer." 
In 1824 there is a mceting and in 1825 the new namcs 
are R. Hamilton, Lafferty, Breakenridge. On 27th 
Iay 
three days' races started, many people, horses, carriages, 
the 76th Regiment furnishing the band. In 1826 there is a 
description given of horses, dress of jockeys, etc., which 
gives a little local color to our idea of these days. The races 
w.ere to start at 12 o'clock precisely. When they did start 
we know not, but we all know something of the delay of a 
procession, a launch, etc., ana it is probable these races 
did not Rtart at 12 o'clock precisely. No dogs were allowed 
on the track. "PerRons riding about are warned to keep 
wide of the bushes ,vhich mark the track. May 22nd- 
$20 and $100 fronl the fund, 3 mile heatR. 
Ir. l\Icnd- 
ham's horse The Dandy, jockey, blue body, scarlet sleeves, 
hlack cap; 1fr. ""Thitmore's bay horse Peter Pindar, scar- 
let body and cap; :\Ir. 'Villiamson's gray mare Highland 
1Iary, blue jacket and scarlet cap. Tuesday, 23rd-Stakes 
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$10 and $60 from the fund, two mile heats, Mr. Mend- 
ham's The Dandy; 
Ir. Hamilton's strawberry mare Blind 
Hooky, yellow body and blue cap; J\Ir. Stevenson's gray 
mare Kate I{earney, tartan jacket and cap. Stewards- 
Colonel Hill, R. Clench, J. vVickens, Thomas 1vlerritt, W. 
J. Kerr, John Ross, Treasurer." 
In 1829, "the planting of oak trees round the common 
is recomnlended to replace posts and to be an ornament to 
our beautiful race course." 
In 1832, the Niagara Turf Club Races. There are a 
few new nanles, as Captain Forbes, Alex. Garrett, John 
Claus, Edward Campbell. 
In 1835, a nleeting is called at the British Hotel to form 
a Turf Club, by order of Niagara Races. 
In 1837 there is another meeting at the sanle hotel. 
"Stewards for spring races-Alex. Hamilton, Alex. Y. 

1:acDonell, R. Dickson, ,Yo vV. Raincock, Arch. Gilkison, 
W. H. Dickson, J ame8 l\fcFarJand, Andrew Heron, Jr., 
Treasurer ." 
In 1844, "The Fall !feeting-President, Colonel Elliott, 
R.C.R.; Vice-President, Hon." R. Dickson; Stewards, Cap- 
tain C. Bentley, Dr. Maitland, R.'C.R., Dr. flume, 82nd 
Regiment, William Cayley, A. W. Strachan; W. H. Dick- 
son, Treasurer; F. Tench, Secretary. .Races, 18th to 20th 
September. Three 11latches for $100 each between horses 
named. Be-sidrs these, Dickson Plate of 40 sovereigns, 
St. Catharines Purse of f:20, Inn KeepPfs' Purse of 
20. 
To start at 12 each day. Rulfls, St. Leger's Course, 
r.roronto." 
1847, Niagara Races, 15th and 16th October. H. 11. 
!Iason, SecretarJr; F. Tench, Treasurer. 


FREE AND EABY CLUB.-1839, A.dvertisement in 
Reporter-" The members of the Niagara Free and Easy 
Club are requested to meet at 1vlr. John Graham's Tavern 
on Saturday evening. The chair will be taken at '{ o'clock 
precisely. George Simpson, Secretary." 
What the menlbers of the Free and Easy Club did, how 
long the club lasted, how lat,e their meetings were pro- 
traf'teò, WP kno,r not. 
18 
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CUICKET (JLUB.-'ehis c1iRtil1ctively Engli
h ganlc has had 
nlany votaric
 in Niagara and SOJnc of the best players in 
the proyinee have here lived. Thcre is, however, con1- 
paratively ]ittl
 to be found in the prints of the day. An 
advertisenlent in 1837 gives the list of officers as, "'V. \v. 
Haincock, President; Janles Boulton, Vice-President; 
J ames II arvey, Treasurer: .J ohn Simpson, Secretary. Days 
of play. 'Yednes(lay and Saturday. Fines to be levied if 
not present at 4 o'clock. ...\ meeting of the C'lnb at Graham's 
If otel." 
Dr. Lundy's Cla8:.:ica] 8eho01 had a crieket dub, with 
yery good player
, about 1B-!6. 'rhe Granlnlar Bchool Club 
al
o e:xi
te(l about 1850, of which tTohn \Vhitelaw, the 
assistant teacher, was one of the principal players. 
The record hook of the Secretary of the Grammar School 
Cricket Club. ,vhile Rev. II. N. Phillipps was Head 
Iaster, 
and his son, 'f. D. Phillipps, aqsistant, who was perhaps the 
hrst all-round cricket player in the l)ominion. was found 
lately. The reí'orc1 readl
, "Reorganization of Niagara 
Granlnlíu' 8('hoo] Cricket Cluh. l\lr. II. Phillipps in the 
ehair." 111 the list of suh
eriptions of $1.00 each are the 
nanle
 of )[ajor Grange, F. A\' H. Clcl1eh, .TohJl Powell, 
II. Paffard, J. 1\1. Lawrler, TIpy. Dr. 
Ic
lurray, A. l\Iont- 
morenci. Friendly games arr reí'orded with Stamford and 
rhippawa. On 29th _\pril, 1 t,f)1. the Prl'
Üll'nt. F. _\. R. 
Clench; 'Tií'c-Presiclent. P. R. Phillipps. At a l'onlmittee 
Jneeting in )[ay, Rev. T. D. Phillipps wa
 made an honor- 
ary menlher. In ganle::: with St. Catharines and Stamford, 

iagara won. Among the town playerR were C. Baxter. 
J aJneR Flanigan, ,Yo Pattard, F. Paffard. C. Torre
, J" 
PhiHipps, c. Fra
er, .T. rlení'h. F. Long, TI. Conner. 
Another í'ricket C'lub was fornlecl in town. The meeting' 
wa:.: in the otliC'e of E. r. Can1pbell. 
7th June, 1862, anò 
it was ca]]ed the 
iagara (iric-kct Club. tT. B. Plumb wa
 
clecterl Pr(J
ident and E. C. Calupbell, Secretary. Regular 
Jneeting5 for play, Thur:.:d(lY at l.
)O. _\mong those pre:;:- 
ent were II. Phillipps and A. 
Iontnlorenci. 
The Hey. 'r. D. Phillipp
, famed in so many ('rieket 
fields, maintained his skill for many year
, even to old 
age, and bad even acquired an international fame. 
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CURIJING CLUB.- 'Vhile so man}" 
ocieties are mentioned 
in the papers of those days, ther
 is no record of eurEng', 
aHhough it is knO'wn that the "roaring- game" of Scot- 
land was here practised. In those ea1'ly times there were 
no enC'losed and covered rinks and the game. dependent 
on sueh varying conditions as cold enough to provide ice 
and no deterring sno\v-storms or sudden thaws. must 
necessa.rily have been of an uncertain nature. The" slip" 
at the Dock \vas the chief battlefield, but there were vari- 
ous ponòs, one on the common near Fort l\fisslssauga, 
RTlother on the conlnlon at the south of the town. Among 
the early anc1 enthusiastic players were David and Wi]]ianl 
Loekhart, 'ViJJianl R
nT anr1. at a sOluewhat later date, 
.Tudge" TÆ"yder and Rev. Charles Campbell. .1.-\ favorite 
jest of the Judge, \vhen followed by his ministerial oppon- 
ent was. "Here is the law and now we have the Gospel." 
In nlore modern times a rink was built,-among the 
promoters were the late Colonel E. Thompson and- Rev. 
Ste\vart Jones. the latter an ardent ac1vocate of muscular 
Christianity. Many 
anles were played with 
t. Catha rines, 
Thorolò, Nia!!ara Fans. Hamilton, and medals trained in 
J11atches are still exhihitec1. One hel c1 by John Carnochan 
was giyen hy Mr. Geale Dickson. Before the present rink 
wa
 bunt, one of the large car factory buildings ,vas used 
and n1any stones were òes,trovec1 when one of these build- 
ings \vas' burnt down. A pair of stones sent out from 
JZilmarnock, SC'otland. is reJnenlbered chiefly by the writer 
for the 
tore of reac1ing' lnatter furnished "in the periodi- 
ea Is packed in the box which conveyed them across the 
LL\tlantic to her' father, We are sorry to say there is nO'w 
no ('lub, the building used for curling. skating- and hockey 
haying been taken down 
onle ye
n
 ago. 


THE GOLF CLUB.-SO 1nnch of \:vhat has been written 
may he said to he "ancient history," but this i
. althou
h 
nn ancient ganle, conlparatiyely 1110de-rn here. In a glow- 
ing arC'ount ill the JJ[ ail and Empire. 1896, is a plan of 
the 
'o]f grounds and piC'tures. it must be confessed poor 
('noug-h. of the officers and SOlne of the pJaYf\rs. Surely 
nevflr hRrl the r1aYer
 of a galne such historiC' 
urronnà- 
ings. The very names of thf' holes are suggestive of those 
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òays when, insteaù of the white sphere, the leaden bullet 
sped on its way of death or the deadly shell burst in frag- 
nlcnts to kill and destroy. The ternlS used in describing 
the course-Rifle Pit, 
Iagazine, Half 1Ioon Battery, Fort 
George, Hawthorns, Oaks, Officers' Quarters, Barracks- 
tell the tale. In 1877 the club ,vas organized chiefly by the 
exertions of 
Ir. Charles Hunter, who ever since has been 
its strongest supporter; )Ir. Geale Dick
on, }'Ir. Walter 
Cassels, Captain Robert Dickson, and m'any others lent 
their aid. The course Vt
as laid out first on the Fort 
Iis- 

issauga COlnIDon, next on both, but finally the full course 
of eighteen hole..:; was laid out on the Fort George Com- 
nlon and afforded all sorts of hazards. bunkers and diffi- 
cult spots, ,vhich try the skin and the temper of the un- 
wary, as well as the skilful player. The ladies generally 
played over the nine-hole cour
e, the full course present- 
ing too nlany difficulties, ;5uch a
 a railway cutting to 
('ros
, a dry moat, cutting with ,yater, tree right in the 
way, "hile the first nine hole
 bristle quite enough with 
hazarùs, a dyke, numerous roaùs, trails, rifle pits, long 
grass. exasperating enough sometimes and yet yielding a 
keen dclight which none but the golf player knows. 
In the contest in 1896 
Ir. Charles B. l\lcDonald won 
the trophy. .,1lthough living in the United States, he wa
 
a Canadian hy birth and had learue r l the gallic at the 
t'a n)ou
 St. ,Anùrews links in Scotlanù. A\1l10ng the ladies 
)Ii
<:: )ladeleine Geale wa
 easily first, and in the Jl ail and 
f] 1il lJ1.re of 1896, where her picture appeared, she was 
de:3cribed as having the prettiest golf stroke a1110ng women 
players at that time. For 111any years )Ir. Charles Hunter 
was Prefo:idcnt; a first-cla
s player hinl
elf, rpH,(]Y for any 
rn1f'rgency in the managenlent of the players (solnetirncs 

 diffirult task), kind, I!enial anil witty, he has always won 
golden opil1ion
. The golf conrse presented a picture
que 
appf'arance-the black man with roller, shearE; and cart, the 
f'addie
 lazily or eagerly searching for a lost ball, the 

rarlet coats, white shirt waists, the graceful swinging 
movement in a long drive, and .the intent gaze forward 
a
 the ball rises, and flies true to aim to the destined spot. 

ome of the hest golfers ha-ve -played on the Niagara links, 

nch ac;: Gporge Lyons, n. Fitz
Iartin, D. Laird, Pa,rk 
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\Vright, etc., and among the ladies, 
{rs. and Miss Dick, 
}1:iss Harvey and }fiss Phippoe. 
In the fall of 1901 the Prince of Wales, then the Duke 
of Cornwall and York, now King George V., was presented 
with a beautiful souvenir of Niagara. and its scenery by the 
Golf Club, and was m,ade an honorary nlen1ber, and it was 
much regretted that he could not spare time to drive fron1 
the tee as he passed the links after his short visit here. 
The Club was incorporated in 1902, the names signed 
being J. Geale Dickson, Captain R. G. Dickson, Charles 
Hunter, E. 'V. Syer, Livingstone Lansing, Nicol Kings- 
lIliill, E. Byron Hostitter, George Gibson, Gustave Fleisch- 
man, ErneS'Jt Lansing, 'Vatts Lansing, Henry 'Vinnett, 
Captain .lA.nderson, Joseph H. Burns, R. E. Denison and E. 
Ta:vlour English. 
A second golf club was formed in 190,5, in connection 
with the Queen's Hotel, uRing the l\fississauga COlll11lon, 
which presents at least one beautiful hazard., aR balls reaC'h- 
iug the lo"\\
 ground around the square tower are often 
driven up the ascent only after n1any futile attempts, and 
Rometimes unseemly objurgations. 
During the last years, as the Fort George Links hayp 
been used by the l\Iilitary Camp, the two clubs have been 
united and. although nlany regret the course of eightcPll 
holes las this is only one of nine holes, the ganle is sti]l 
pnjoyed. 
...:\.llother hazard is the lake, as a long drive often land:, 
the LalJ at the foot of the hrlnk, or eycn out in thc lake. 
Frequent matche
 are played with Toronto and St. eath- 
arineR Clubs, not always to the Ratisfaction of the latter. 
.A.mongo the Niaß!ara players haye been 
Irs. C. Huntpr. 
?vIrs. Herring. 
rrs. Lewis, 
{isR Colquhoun, Mr. J. JT. 
Burns, lIre G. Bernard, l\[r. IIerring, and the Misses }[c-- 
G'aw. In 1913 the championship was '\\
on by a young 
Niagara player, Miss }Ioss Crysler, winning the chal1enge 
("up over 
fiss Harvey, the rhampion of Ontario, and 
other good players. 
FIRE CO:}IPANY.-The Rules and Regulation
 of the 
Niagara Fire Co., No.1, printed at the Gleaner Office in 
1830. chartered by Art of Parliament, givps the Art of 
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1826 in full for the 
pvpral Police To,vn
 of this provincp. 
This expres
ion 111ay c"\ plain why what we now call our 
Town Council was then called the Board of Police. The 
Captain was J Oh11 Barker: Liputrnnnt. E<lwRnl r. Camp- 
hel1: Treasurer, .John ì
. Crooks: and Secrctary. .Tohn 
Hog('r:-:. 1.'here wt?rp two d i 'Tj",ion
 of sevcntcrIl caf'h. Tlw 
naU1e:-; occur of three 'Yag::;Ì'affs, brothcrs, Richard. .J ohn 
and Jalllcs; three Clelnent:-ì, John, Ba]fe. and .Joseph; two 
Rogers. .John anò J amp<;: _\nclrrw IIeroll, .T r., fT rsin H ar- 
"CJ. et('. 
'Ye fh\ù that Captain Barker wa
 ('unlpliIllented a Her 
the Rebellion for the rpacline:-:
 with which he (\n(1. his ('01ll- 
pany took their shure in Jwlping' to :-ìuppr(>:-ì:' the rising-. 
T"TO boys' fire 1.'0mpanieH will be ren1elnbered: an ancient 
lantern worn in the belt may ye'Ì he seen. 
Some in town 
til1 renle'll1ber an antiquated fire engiu(\ 
and the exhausting work of keeping it ill Illotion. ane] th0 
re,vard of five dollars for the first puncheon of water 
brought from the lake, the row of lnen pa:-:sing bucket
 of 
water drawn fron1 some well near. rrhe firenlcn of those' 
days ,vould be astonished at the later outfit, the eomfort- 
àb]e bedrooms provided for those on ilnty at the fire hal I 
and the ea
e with whi('h ulany fires have been extinguished 
by pronlpt URe of the ahunnnnt 
npplv froln thp water- 
works. 
There is still to he 
een a patent purtahle hOUSl' flrp 
engine, Inadp by 'Villi am 4.\rm
trong in 18-!G; price, $12: 
weighing 48 lbs. 1\, ncw
paper artide giYe
 a glowing 
account of its va]u(1 as Rhown by putting out what nÜght 
have been a dangerol1
 fire' in the bra

 foundry of Uti' 
IIarbor anil Dork Con1pany. 
The hell which we ("all th(\ town hell. wa
 the fire be)} 
ana procured for the fire company, as Rho\\rn hy a doru- 
nlent, " Xiagara Firr Co. bought of II. R. ,rag-staff, fire- 
oe]]. weight 700 lbs., (.o:-:t t71 11
. 
d. Th0 h011 wa
 put 
in place and rung for the first time on ::\Ionday, '27th 
::\[arch. 1839. Comn1Ïttee: ,Yo D. )Iiller, .Tames 
Ionroe. 
H. Charles, W. Presq. John ....\ndrews, James Harvey." It 
must have been placed in the )larket House, as the present 
building was not erected till 1847. The firemen now ha\"c 
a fine, new building, ereeted in 1911, which has every 



.. 


SOCIETIES AND CLUBS 


263 


modern adjunct. The firemen themselves gave gener- 
o w;;; ly, the ladies of the town held a bazaar, and many 
eontributions have been eent by former Niagarians who 
always are loyal to the place of birth. For many years the 
Captain was Robert Reid, the Chief .constable of the town. 
Since writing the aboye, the Secretary's book of a boys' 
t,'"Ompany, formed in 1860, has been found, which, though 
it existed little oyer a year, seems to have started with 
vigor and was conducted a(.coròing to rule, as they wrotp 
out a c'onstitution, nlade by-law
, arranged for uniform
, 
had a system of fines, and took the sInaU engine to the 
spring for practice. There werc at first twenty-five memberK 
but these dwindled down to flight, when they disbanded 
by mutual consent, dividing the money on hand equally, 
anlounting to two dollars each. The name selected was 
"Enterprise Co., No.1," which was painted on the belt
. 
,i\.mong the officers were 'Captain Edward Thompson, fronl 
the Senior Fire COnlpal1Y; Charles Long, First Lieuten. 
ant; tT ames Finn, Second Lieutenant; J an1es Carnochau, 
Secretary; Alex. Doritty and,S. Slnith, Brãnchulen; J-oseph 
Crouch and Robert Daly, Hoseboys. Other officers later 
were: Thonul
 Robertson, tT ohn Bi/shop and .J ohn Best. 
ODDFELLows.-In DeC't'luber, 18-17, the OddfeUows' Ball 
is described as "by far the most splendid thing of the 
kind we ever witnessed in this vicinity. The roonl (called. 
the Town HaJJ) was beautifully decorated with evergreen
, 
transparencies, pictures and emblelns, the ,vho]e designed 
and in great part executC'd by 
lr. ...\lexander Swinton, 
whose taste in su('h )natter
 call hardly ue 
urpa

ed. _\bout 
half pa
t eight. the TJady P'atrones
, )Ir
. Charles TJ. IIalJ, 
arrived, and was eseorted to her :::;cat by the N. G. and 
V. G. of the Niagara Lodge. 'rhe presentations 
ucceeded 
and a procession of OcldfellowR, followed by three hearty 
eheers. It i8 alnlost superfluous to say that the duties of 
Lady P'atroness were diseharged with characteristic affa- 
bility and grace and ","ith a dignity and self-possession 
which charmed an beholders. The room was crowded and 
it would be difficult to find a more brilliant assemblage of 
'fair women and brave men.' The dancing commenced 
a little ,after nine, with a country dance, led off by the 
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Lady Patroness and the V. G., the N. G., we presume, 
yielding the precedence in consequence of some well- 
founded doubt of his own dancing capability. To thi
 
succeeded quadrilles, cotillons, waltzes, and polkas, to tlw 
music of Palnler's Quadrille Banel. The ladies sat dowll 
to supper about midnight. The tables were placed at tlw 
length of the large entrance hall. After the appetites of 
the gentler sex ,vere satisfied they were escorted to the ball- 
room and then the gentlemen applied themselyes to the sup- 
per, which was provided by 1\lr. Charles Bowen. The 
health of the Lady Patroness was proposed by E. C. Canlp- 
ben, C. L. Hall returning the thanks. Dr. 1\Ielville then 
proposed the health of the ladies not connected ,vith the 
order, coupling with it the names of 11rs. W. H. Dickson 
and )Irs. Campbell. 'V. H. Dickson and E. C. Campbell 
returned thanks, proposing Oddfenows all oyer the world. 

Ir. Simpson returned thanks and proposed the Ladies of 
the Niagara District. The Lady Patroness did not retire 
tin after four o'cJock and the last lingerers had not disap- 
peared till eight in the morning." 
In 1847 also was a procession of Oddfellows, with em- 
blems and badges. 
An invitation card of 1854 to a Ball shows the patron- 
esses to have been }.ilrs. \Y. H. Dickson and 1\Irs. Lawder; 
Stewards, F. A. B. Clench, John 
L Lawder, Dr. Nelles, 
Gage )Iiller, ll. Carlisle, G. E. )Ic
Iullen, R. Fizette, 1\1. 
Cairns, R 'Valsh, J. 
ralcolmson. Tickets, 15 shillings 
currency. 


SI,EIGH CLUB.-This scems to have been a club formed 
of officers of the 4
rd Rcgim
nt at :Niagara Fans and 
officers of the King's Dragoon Guards, along with gentle- 
men of Niagara Town. _-\ minute book giyes the records 
for 1839 and 1840, the chief points lllentioned being the 
annual ball, names of nlcmbers, regulations, expenses. 
Some of the rules seem strange to us. The initial meeting 
was held at Drummondvil1e, Decelnber 20th, 1838, when 
it was resolved to form a Sleigh Club to be called the 
" Niagara Sleigh Club." rrhey were to nleet Tuesdays and 
Fridays in each week at 11 o'clock. A President and 
Vice-President were to be appointed daily, the Vice-Presi- 
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dent of the preceding day becoming the President of the 
following one, each member of the Club taking office in 
succession. 
Ir. Robert Dickson was to be the President 
for N ew Year's Day. The colors of the Club were to be 
bl ue rosettes and red neckcloth, each member to drive with 
them. A committee of three for Niagara and three for 
the Falls was to be appointed Inonthly to arrange the 
programme for the day. For the month of January, 
1839, the committee consisted of Robert Dickson, W. H. 
Dickson and 11:. Pipon, K.D.G., for Niagara, and Lord 
N. Hill, 43rd Regiment, J. Coate and W. H. Campbell for 
the Falls. Tuesday to be a Ladies' Day. l\Ien1bers to be 
halloted for. Assemblies to be held once a month. J. T. 
Gilkison to be Secretary. 
Among the thirty names at the first Dleeting, besi des 
those mentioned, are Colonel I\::ingsmill, 3rd Battalion 
I. :M.; Hon. C. H. Lindsay; Ron. F. G. Cholmonde]ey, 
43rd Regiment; Capt. Sands, K.D.G.; S. \Yestmacott, 
R.G.; Captain )Ielville, Captain Butler, James Boulton, 
\V. Cayley, James Lockhart, Fred Tench, etc. 
The first ball was held at Harrington's Hotel on 1st 
January, 1839, and a fee of :five shillings was to be paid 
monthly. The second ball was to be on 1st February. 
The price of tickets "Was 20 shillings. The expenses are 
given of supper for sixty-six persons, 8s. 9d. each; 
upper 
for band, and paid to band besides lodging for band of 
43rd Regiment; the wine bill was ;ß8 16s; the whole ex- 
pense being ;ß44; while for February it had increased to 
;ß52, as there was supper for eighty-one persons. 
How much longer the Sleigh Club existed we know not. 
A statement of 3rd January, 1840, shows a deficit owing 
to the Treasurer. 
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AGRICULTURAL 
OCIW],Y AXD FAITtS.-T1 has been pre, 
viously hinted that the fir
t .Agri('ultnral Socicty was 
formed here, it 'Ya
 stated first in 1793, but Dr. C. r. 
.1 ames has found in thp papers i Jl the Referencc Lihrary 
that D. 'V. Snlith, along with hi
 InHny other officc,;;, wa
 
Vice-President, 27th Oetober, 17n
. ft jK prohahl{"} that 
Governor Simcoe ,,'as the President. i[e gave ten guinea
 
annually. \Ve find from the journal of roloncl Clarke 
that the Society was patronized by Governor Siulcoe. "l\fy 
father was a nlember. I remcmber the monthly dinners 
given by the members and the grrat siJver 
nnff-box orna- 
mented with the horn of plenty on the lid. I wonder what 
has become of that box; it nlost desenTed]y ought to be kept 
among the Archives of Canada 'Yr
t. It always relnainpd 
with the housekeeper who had tu ::;upply the next monthly 
dinner. T twas tlu> pro}lprty pro te Ill. of the President 
for the year and at thè .annual 1ueeting, when a new ontO 
\Va
 ('h08(,11, it }.)Hs
t'd into his hallcl
. It \Ya
 a tÌlu' I'iel'l' 
of workmanship and 1 trust it will yet turll up and Le 
handed down to the pre
ent Su<,ipty to tell pusterity n t 
what- an carly age agrieulture 1va.
 followed up." 
In the Upper CaNada Gazetfe
 .T uly ah, ] 7H3, it I
 
Inentioned that "the SOt'lpty met and elined together ut 
the Free :\Iasons' IIall, Niagara. Several gentlenlcn were 
invited, which, with the l1leInhcr::; uf thi
 laudahle in
titu- 
tioD assenlblcù, formed a ycry nUlnerous party. The uhno",t 
cheerfulness and conviviality prevailed on this occasion." 
It is to be hoped the eonviyiality diel not pas:-; the bound..; 
of cheerfulness. 
On 1Iarch uth, 179 t, lIon. Hobert Hamilton wrote to 
John Porteous, Little Falls, K.Y.: " 1 have this day sent 
a small sum of money to our friend ì\fr. _\. 
IcComb, of 
N ew York, to be laid out in fruit tree::; irOlll the nurser!' 
of :\Ir. Prince on Long Island, on account of a society 
266 



SOCIETIES 


267 


eßtablished here for the purpose of agriculture. I ha ye 
taken the liberty to have them directed to you at Schenec- 
tady. As it is of much consequence to have them early, 
will you have the goodness to direct 
Ir. Miller to oblig- 
ingly forward them by the very first boat." 
But the Society was also active in providing the best 
hooks on the subject. It n1ay he questioned whether soci- 
eties no\v purchase such expensive works. This is learned 
from the old Record Book of the Niagara Library, 1800- 
182.0, as in 1803 fifty vohune:-; of the Agricultural Society 
passed into the hands of the Library and the arrears of 
certain members of the Library were ren1Ïtted in conse- 
quence, as they were also men1bers of the Agricultural 
Society, and it Jllay be interesting to give the names of 
those whose fees were remitted and of those who were 
afterwards admitted as members of the Library, either 
because they or their fathers 1vere or had been l11embers 
of the Agricultural Society: Robert Kerr, Robert A.ddi- 
son, George Forsyth, Colin }IcN ab, Robert Hamilton, and 
afterwards 'Villianl Dickson, J ameR Muirhead, Thomas 
Butler, ,T ohn Symington, Joseph Edwards, John McN ab, 
Ralfe Clench, and in virtue of their fathers having been 
members, ,T af'ob A. Ball, LouiR 'Clement, ß'Iiss Crooks; so 
here we have thUR the name
 of fifteen mmllbers of the 
:first ,Agrieultural Society, which, with tho
e of the Presi- 
dent, Vice-President and Colonel Clark's father, make 
eighteen name
. 
The list of books is: 348 to 361, Young's .Agriculturist, 
tl0; 362 to 366, l\fuseunl Rusticus, 
3 4s.; 367 -8, Young's 
Tour in Ireland, !:1 tss.; 369-374, 'V right's Husbandry, 
!:3 12s.; 375-6, Marshal's 
iic1lanc1 'County, Æl 8s.; 377-8, 
,Ac1anl's ,A.griculturist, xl 8s.; 37!)-81, Douglas, Agricul- 
turist, !:2; 382-3, Dickson's Husbandry; 384, Hart's Hus- 
bandry, 
l 2s.; 385-6, "A.nderson's Agriculturist, 
l 8s.; 
387, Gentlenlan Farmer, 14s.; 388-392, Bath Papers, !:3 
10s.; 393-1, Dickson's Agriculturist, Æl 4s.; 395, Dublin 
Society, 16s.; 39G, Snlall & Barron, 9s.; 397, Hume on 
Agriculture, 6s.; making !:32 7s. for the fifty volumes. It 
may be questioned if any small society could to-day make 
a better showing, although books have so multiplied since 
that day. 



268 


IllS TORY OF NIAGARA 


By an advertisement we learn that the Agricultural Soci- 
ety was to n1eet in 1797 at Thomson's Tavern, Newark, to 
dispose of their funds. Those who have books out belong- 
ing to the Society are to send them to D. ,Yo Slnith, who 
has prepared a place for then1. Dinner at four. In 1799, 
annual fair at Queenston, 9th November. A park pro- 
vided to sho,,-" the anÏInals. R. IIalnilton, formerly Presi- 
dent. Anything else known is gleancd fron1 adverti

- 
ments in the Niagara papers. In 1801, in October, a fair 
was held in this town, and 14th November, Al1nual Fair 
at Queenston, races, amusements, park for show of cattle. 
In 1807 Governor Gore dined with the Society, June 5th, 
at the Hon. R. IIamilton's, where a sumptuous banquct 
was provided. 
1831-Niagara District Fair held at Chippa,va. 
1849-Niagara town and township fair at Lawreure- 
vine; list of prizes giyen. 
1850-September 18th, 19th, 20th. ffhe Provincial 
Agricultural Exhibition was held at Niagara. Tn th
 
Jlail of ...\ugust 14th, ten regulations are given with regard 
to men1bership, entries, etc. "Fourteen acres were en- 
closed on the common by a substantial octagonal fencc. 
The Floral II an was 140 x 42 feet, Agriculturists' IIa]} 
and )Iechanics' Hall, each 100 x 24 feet. The premÏlnu 
list amounted to E1,200. Prof. Croft was to lecture. Stcanl- 
boats to be half rate, and hotel-keepers the usual rates." 
Badges of judges and members ran still be seen. 
In a pan1phlet referring to a colonization schen1e by 

Ir. FitzGerald, he explains that it was by his recomnlen- 
dation that Niagara was selected. He was supported in 
this by 
Ir. Boulton, a barrister, from Xi agar a, and thr 
people of the town contributed í300 to the :funds of the 
Society. 
1855-Kiagara town and township Agricultural Society 
meeting held at Queenston. County of Lincoln Fair at 
Niagara, October, 1856. )'Icetings seem to have been held 
at St. David's, Queenston, St. Catha rines, Chippawa. 
Niagara. ,A,nnual meeting of the Agricultural Society of 
the District of Niagara at the inn of W. Dittrick, in the 
viJIage of St. Catharines. 
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In 1856 was formed the Horticultural and 
Iechanical 
Society of Lincoln and \Velland. Judge Campbell, who 
was a noted and successful horticulturist, was President 
and C. A. F. Ball, Secretary. Since then the Society has 
gone on improving. At the Annual Fair the exhibition of 
fruit is so superior that it is acknowledged it is not sur- 
passed by the Provincial or Dominion exhibit, and the 
Niagara Fair, held every year, may be called the lineal 
descendant of the Agricultural Society of 1792 and is now 
in its 121st year. 


LITERA.RY AND DEBATING SOCIETy.-The period from 
1820. to 1840. seems, in Niagara, to have been very produc- 
ti ve orf societies of different kinds. The Rules and Regu- 
lations of the Niagara Literary Society of 1835, as printed 
at the Reporte1' Office, gives us all we know of this society. 
The names of about sixty young men of that day who met 
on alternate Saturdays at the, to us, unusual hour of six 
in the evening are given. Twenty-six rules were drawn 
up. The fees were Is. 3d. lllonthly and if left unpaid for 
one nlonth the 111embership lapsed, which seems to us a 
yery drastic measure. What they accomplished we know 
not, nor whether the "benefit and general utility" they 
expected was realized. Several noted names occur in the 
Est, others whose names are forgotten. The President 
was Hugh Eccles; Vice- Presiden t, James Butler; Secre- 
tary, A. C. Hamilton. 
In the list of melnbers appear Alexander 
lcLeod, 
Richard 1\liller, E. O. Calnpbell, Francis Baby, John Lyons, 
,John Grier, Janles Loekhart, R. 1\felville and John White- 
law, which list furnishes to us the names of one blamed ill 
tlie Caroline affair, a noted Q.C., a judge, an eminent 
horticulturist, a nlember of a noted family of French 
origin, one of the fiery young men who threw 1\{ackenzie's 
type into the bay, a noted nlerchant, a banker, a captain, 
a grammar school teacher. We hope that their debates were 
marked by good sense, humor and good tenlper, and that 
they enjoyed their meetings. Twenty-six rules were drawn 
up-of whether they were observed or not we are in ignor- 
ance. The statement of aims reads as follows: "'V e, the 
undersigned, feeling deeply- impressed with a sense of the 
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henefit anò general utility likely to rl'sult, frolll the organi- 
zation of a Debating 
ociety at Niagara, propose to 11lCCt 
at l\Ir. Cain':-; flote1 on 'rhursdav next at seven o'clock 
p.In., for the purpose of prollloting by every nlcans in Ollr 
power the estab1i
lllnent on a perIuanent basis of so desir- 
able an institution." To this are attached forty nanle
, 
hut on the last page are twenty additional names. 


UXIOX SUXDAY SCHOOL SOCIET) .-l
roln various source
 
we learn of the existen
e of this SoC'iety, early new
- 
paper
. old doeunlflnts. oral traditions, f'Onl
 giying e\.cnt
 
fOJ. ] 822. ] 823, 3n(1 fron) one source the }'ear 1818 i
 
referred to. On Ðerelnber 21st, 1822, at a meeting or 
the superintendent and teachers of the Union SUIÍday 
S('ho01, Dr. )[iller being chairnlall. a lllOtinn was pas
pd 
against c1issoh'ing the TTnion. rrhi
 i::: 
ignec1 by J. _\.. 
Steven
on, Sccretary, George ::\[i11cr, ThollUl:-; Creon an(l 
J. B. )1 uirhead. In 1823 a nlecting was h01(1 at the Dis- 
triet S<'hoo1, 12 o'clock, R. ...\.dc1i
on. Pre
id('nt. The sah
 
and distribution of hooks seeln
 to haye heen one feature 
of the Union, as in 1824: ,-T ohn Crooks was Secretarv 
and the branche
 were ('aIled on to report 
 the Society 
ordered hooks to the value of ,t.30. Tn 182.>, tracts were 
to b
 di
trihuted. The report of the lIH'ctillg was signed 
hy John Crooks. 
In 18
() a parish Sunday f'chool i
 lnentioned. ] Il 1828 
'\T. D. )Iil1er advertises the Sunday 
chool and a state- 
Inent i:-; giYf'n by John Crook
 with"'3 list of contributors. 
In ] 8:10 :\fr. !filler h33 receive(l a number of Sunday 
school books fronl thp l>epositor.v at 
Iontreal to be 
olrl 
at prime 'Co
t. It i
 known that the Union Sunday School 
n1et in the RC'hoolhouf-'c of St. A.lldrew's Church (now the 

exton's house). Tn the obi tuar.) notice of .1 Ohll Crook
 
in 1833 the fact is nlentioned that for fifteen years he had 
conducted a Sunday 
chool in ihe midRt of nlan
T di
("our- 
agements. 'fhis would give the date 1818. 
In some old paper:-ì founò in the wall of the hou
e of 
...-\. Onslow, which was the residence of Hey. R. _\ddison 
and ca1led Lakp Lodge, there wa
 fonnil a list of the 

cholHr
 of the fir
t f'lasfo: in 1822. Sonlr of the names 
are quite familiar to us yet. _\. few are illegible. Alnong 
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thml1 are \Villianl ')1:iller, John l\'Iiller, 
rhonlas Burget;:;, 
..\Ies. Bnrge
s. .10hn Rogerf-:, .J anles Rogers, 8hennan B()
- 
worth. 'Yalter Biggar. Richard \ragstaff, John 1\1:cEwan. 
'V Dl. Lyons, John Crooks, John II ull, Daniel Plaice and 
Robert Pointer. The first hvo names were the sons of 
,Yo D. 
iiller, 'One of whom became Judge Miller, of Galt. 
the other a noted lawyer of the same place. John Rogers 
'ra
 aftenvard
 an elder of St. L\.nc1rew'f; for Illauy year
. 
.J ohn :\IcEwan, when an old nlan. sent a letter of relninis- 
eCll('CS fronl 
li

ouri in 18B8, where he ,vas a elergyu1311. 
Mr. Crooks waF: the first to be buried in St. Andrew's 
een1etcry. The spot close behind the church iF:, in Rpring, 
covered with the white lily 'Of the valley peeping out fron1 
the broad green leaves. Of Dr. l\filJer, another superin- 
tendent, a curious reminiscence has been found, printed in 
1822, giving verses with names of Christ, composed hy 
him and given to the children of the Sunday school to 
commit to memory. 'Vhether all of the Sunday school 
did so 'Or not we cannot say, hut his daughter, Mrs. Comer, 
when an old lady, in her sweet, quavering voice, repeated 
it, a line ,for every letter of the alphabet and a text of 
Scripture, eaeh one representing a name of our Saviour. 
It commences thus,- 
" I anI Alpha and Omega, the first and the last. Rev. 1 :11. 
A was an A.ngel came down froln the sky. Isa. 63 :9. 
B is the Branch was exalted on high. Zech. 3 :8. 
C was the Counsellor, good Counsel who gave. Isa. 9 :6. 
D, the Deliverer from death and the grave. Rom. 11 :26." 
In the SpÙ'it of the Tiuws, published in Xiagara in 1830, 
there is an account of a Sahhath School Society at the 
Pine Grove. They adopted a constitution and the follow- 
ing officers were elected: Solomon Vrooman, President; 
Joseph Brown, \Tice-President; George Field, Secretary 
 
II. Brown, Treasurer; )Ianager
, Daniel Field, David 
Kemp, Daniel Cooper, James Durham, J. E. Ferry. The 
Constitution of St. Mark's Sunday School was printed ill 
1852 and the list of teachers is given. 
BIBLE SOCIETY.---' That there was a. Bible Society in 
Niagara as early as 1819 is shown by an address given 
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ill York at that tilDe, in ,vhich reference is made to it, 
hut in the Spectator for April, 1818, in the rules and regu- 
lations for the Dif;trict rOllllnon Schools, we see that it 
was in existence before this. "Teachers are requested to 
go frolll house to house inquiring who' posf;ess a copy of 
the Holy Scripturef;, and, if without it, tho
e desirous of 
possessing it Juay pay a quarter of a dol1ar a month to 
secure a copy. but if not able to do this they Inay ha \'(1 it 
gratis on applying to Samuel Street, Esq., at the Fall
 

Iills, Secretary of Niagara Bible Society." 
It meeting in 1822 is nlentioned in the Gleaner, and in 
1824 one is held in the Episcopal Church, G. Connolly, 
Secretary. 
For a number of years we seen1 to have litt1e definite in- 
formation, but in the period in the recollection of many 
of us, the names of different men1bers of the Ball fan1Ïly 
occur as liberal supporters of the Niagara Branch of the 
Bible Society. )Iiss )Iargaret Ball was for many year
 a 
collector and became a life member. Rer brother, John 
W. Ball, was also a life member, as were other members 
of the fan1Ïly. }Iany remen1ber the eloquent addresses of 
the Rev. Lachlan Taylor, when agent of the TIpper Canada 
Bible Society, and his touching reference to the little 
'Velsh girl whose effort to obtain a Bible wa
 a potent 
caUf;e for the formation of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. ...\ t the present time there is one rollector ,vith 
a record of forty year
 a:' n 
ol1p(.t()r, illld thrpp othrr
 of 
hven ty - fi ve yearf'. 


ST. A!\TJ)RE'\T'S SOCIETy.-In 1817 St. Andrews Night 
was celebrated at Queenston, Robert Hamilton in the chair 
as President, dl'e

f'd in Tlighland garh. Dinner was at 
)Ir. Pointer's. 
olne of the toasts were: nlemorv of Hobbie 
Burns, Weel turnec1 daffin', ::\Ipnlory of General hrork, ){ay 
SODS of Caledonia ne'er feel want allrl ne'er want feeling. 
On numerous other ocra!'ions a St. ,Andrew'
 Night ha
 
heen obseryed, but no regular record seems to have been 
kept. 


ST. P -\.TRICK'S SOCIETY.-In the Gleanpr for 
Iarch 31st, 
1832, is df'
rribed an enthuFliaf'tic meeting of St. Patrick's 
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Society, signed Erinaugh. "Over forty met at Crysler's 
Hotel. The gentlemen exceeded in numbers and respecta- 
bility any former company in this district on any similar 
occasion. The dinner of amplitude and .variety of abun- 
dance at half past five. The spacious room, one of the 
Inost extensive apartments in Niagara, was adorned with 
transparencies. George Adams, Chairman; Messrs. Gar- 
rett, Fitzgerald, McCan, Lyons, Captain Forbes of 79th 
Cameronian Highlanders, Dr. 
Iuirhead, Thomas Butler, 
,vith Robert Dickson and Charles Richardson, two of the 
l110St eminent members of the Niagara Bar." The writer 
very naively says that the toasts after the renloval of the 
(.loth have escaped his nlelnory. "Eyery bosom contributed 
a touch of hilarity and cordiaBy offerert the incense of its 
gratitude to the memory of Erin's tutelar saint," which 
seenlS to us a p]ethora of nletaphor. 


SOCIETY FOR PROl\IOTING CHRISTL\
 KNO.WLEDGE.- '" e 

onletinles see the letters S. P. C. TC. and wonder ,vhat they 
represent. A meeting ,vas held in 1826 at the Hospital 
to establish a Society in connection .with the S. P. C. IC. 
The Lord Bishop of Toronto and Sir Peregrine Mait- 
land were present and were afterwards entertained at Cap- 
tain Phillpotts. The second report, printed at the Herald 
office in 1828, shows that Sir Peregrine 
Iaitland was the 
Patron, the Lord Bishop of Quebec the President, and 
there were seventeen Vice-Presidents in Niagara, Grimsby, 
Chippawa and Grand River. The Treasurer ,vas Thomas 
l\IcCornlick, the Secretary Rev. Thonlas Creen, Depositary, 
W. D. :rvIil1er. The subscription fee was 12s. 6d. annually, 
hut nlany gave ;ßl 5s. The sum reported as collected dur- 
ing the year was f:157. The books reported as distributed 
'\
cre Bibles 68, Testaments 57, Prayer Books 362, other 
hooks 223, unbound and tracts 1,364. The names of John 
Brant, Grand Ri ver; Captain PhillpottR, Royal Engineers; 
George Ball, Charles Rirharc1son, Robert N eUes, George 
I{eefer, W. H. Merritt, R. Addison, and Rev. William 
Leeming are recorded as members. 


TEl\IPERANCE SOCrETY.-\Ve are not sure when the first 
Temperance Society was started in town. The wave set 
19 
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advancing by Father 11athew in 1838 reaehcd Canada. 
An old book found in the cellar of a store in town gives 
us various rerords from 18-11 to 186-1. The lists of men 
and WOlllen who signcd the total abstinence pledge an1ounh.; 
to ] .000, but, alas, ll1any are crossed out and the word
 
1.elnored, expe17ed
 1.plap.'Ied
 dis011'ned
 apf)state
 bad, no 
flood. are found. The words, signed at public rneetillg
 
signed (It soiree
 signed at lecture
 F'how the aetivity of the 
Society. .A.t one time there were public meetings and 
adòresses eYerv threp month
. The first names are Rev. 
.John Oakley, Chester Culver, R. ronDor, ,A. Rraòy, A. R. 
Christie, J. Ni:,het and John Burns. 
..A curiou
 line in minute writing follow
 one name. 
"Requested hiH nanle to be taken off bcrause he is to he 
Inarried this day." 
Oetober 20th, 1843. The papers rerord many llleeting:-; 
and telnperance lectures. In the Gleaner for 1830 is adyer- 
tiscc1 a nleeting of the Temperance Society in the 'Ietho- 
dist meeting-house, R. B. Grout, Secretary, and thc 
annual meeting of the Tenlpcrance Soeiety is to he held 
at the 
reeting Housp at G o'('lock, Dpeenlbcr 16th, 1830. 
In 184-1 an address was given at the annual Ineeting by 
Dr. rr. Raynlond, Pre
ident of the Society. Over two 
rolunlns are devoted to the rea
ons adyanced, religiou
, 
moral and utilitarian, and statisties are given. In this year 
the nalnes of John Oakley, .T ohn )Ienrilley and .J onn 
Brodie appear. 
In 18-1-1, on 17th .) une, H:, appears frolll a poster, a teln- 
perance excursion is a(lvertised by the Steamer City of 
Toronto, Captain Dirk. "The Niagara Temperance Band 
will be on board, the boat has splendid cabins and prollle- 
nade:, and will he òe('orate<1 with eycrgreens and banner,_ 
The cxcursion will hp c'oudnch:la Oil thp picnic plan, parties 
to pro\-idr their own refrcshnlent. but refr
shlllellts win 
he 
old to tho
e who wi
h. Ti('kets, one dollar 
 children, 
half price 
 to be had at an the towns and village:, near." 
The names occur of \Ie:.:-srs. Cop
land
 St. Catharines; 
Keefer
 Thorold; IIarvey, St. Dayicl
; Prest, QU('(in
ton 
 
Cook, Lewiston, etr. Committee of management: "\r. '}'. 
Cameron, H. 'Yag:Üaff, t\. n. Chri
tie, F. ::\1. 'Yhitelaw, 
.T. H. ()nklpy, anil r. rulver. 
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In 1847 a tenlperance newspaper, called Tit e Fountain, 
was started. edited by James A. Davidson and 
'. 
L 
Whitelaw, to be issued fortnightly; one copy only can be 
found, No. 1. 
In 1816, Rev. B. 13. Harper gave a If'f'turc, and in 
1850 the Re\-. .f. H. Hunt did the saIne and there ,vas 
a meeting to reorganize. On November 13th, 1850, 
three rolunuls of the paper are devoted to the 
Jecture of the celebrated orator, (John B. Gough. 

l'wo lectures were given in St. Andrew's Church. 
r:rhe first night five hundred were present; on the second 
eight hundred. The lecture, as reported, shows none of 
the eloquence for which the orator was famed, but it may 
ha ve lost in the reporting. The first evening the lecturer 
labored under unfavorable circumstances. The evening 
wa:-; depressing, it having rained all day, and few people 
fronl the country could attend. He had had no rest the 
lJight before in Hamilton, from an after-meeting, and he 
was not accustonlec1 to speaking from a high pulpit. 
In 1852, at a public meeting, \vhen the Rev. J. B. Mowat 
presided, a resolution ,vas pasF:ed. "That the prevalence 
of inten1perance, the 111any Rudden deaths in our town 
and vicinity last year in consequence of alcoholic drinks, 
the general apathy, all call loudly for energetic action." 
A.n1ong thoE<:e who took part in the discussion are S. H. 
Follett, (John Barr and R. \Varren. 
In 1853, there ,vas a grand temperance soiree in the 
Telnperance Hall of the Sons anù Daughters of r:renlper- 
ance, in which also the Telnperance Cadets took part. The 
instrumental nlusic was presided over by 
Ir. Hark- 
ness, the banc1nlaster of the Royal Canadian Rifles. 
An olel poster gives the rules of the R.C.R. Regiment 
TeInperance Society at St. nelen's IRlanfl, (January 17th, 
1842, and subntitted a.fterwarc18 to J.Jicutellant-Colonel 
BUiot, connuanding- at XiagarH, 
ignecl 'Villialn "c\.rcher, 
Color Sergeant, President: .J. Clarke, Sergeant, Vice- 
President; (.T. Raymond, Corporal, Secretary. The rules 
are eleven in number. Colonel Elliot died at Niagara, 
1846. 
The lecture of J alne
 ...L Davidson is remembered by 
nlany for it
 feRrful revplations of A reformed drunkard. 
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As showing the different opinions held now and then with 
regarò to the U8C of liquor, in the Gleaner of 
Iarch, 1833, 
iF= a. letter signed G. F., (.ommenting severely on the cbar- 
Hf'ter of a gcntlenlan here called Stoicus, well-known in 
Niagara and I(ingston. ".A Ulan of profound learning and 

olid jud
rrl1ent, but of stern moroseness: one day when 
inyited to dinner with friends and, either froln a ridicu- 
lou!-: supposition that three or four gla:-::-:es would in1pair 
his faculties, or froul a 
till D10re ridiculous C'anse
 the 
<le:;;ire of being C'aHed an abstemious nlan, was observed to 
have filled his glas
 not nlore than twice. 'Yhen he with- 
drew rfor SOUle n1Ïnutes it was remarkec1 how strange it 
was that a man 'Of :-:uch 
uperior understanding should 
lahor under so great a foible. That when 'we are invited 
to the table of our friend:;: 'V
 shouIc1 drink with modera- 
tion and that he who cannot do this "honId neyer enter 
into company, but retirc to his own roof and pass his life 
in gloomy solitude." 
J t is well that a little more liberty of opinion is allowed 
now so that those may escape eOTIU1wnt who prefer not to 
take even one glass. 
A curious telnperanee lnedal of unknown date found 
here by George Goff and pre:'5ented by hÜn to the lTi:-:toricnl 
So('iety, has the following in
l:ription: "'V c agree to 
abstain fronl all intoxicating liquors, except for lnedical 
purpose:;; and religiouF= ohseryanC'es." 
In 1851 petitions were sent in froJu the five 'wards of 
the town, signed by the" Inn-keepers, Householders, Free- 
holders and .:\Iunicipal Electors of the Town," conlplaining 
that the license which had been increased "is oppressive, 
and that in the pre
ent depre

pc1 
tate of business this will 
rcduce the inC'onle of the town, families will be reduced 
to want or driven to 
eek 
uh:;;i:;;tence elsewhere, houses will 
be left untenanted and anarchy, ronfu
ion and haa fee1Ïng 
('xi
t throughout the cOnlnlUl1ity." 
This frightful state of things to re"ult fronl there being 
fewer places where liquor could be obtained, shows us how 
eat;y it is to bolster up a bad cause, "to make the worc;:e 
appear the better reason." Each of these five petitions is 
signed by about twenty persons, of whom three-fourths 
were engaged in the traffic. There are now four instead of 
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Ray, seventy-five places in town in which liquor is sold, 
which shows the change in public opinion, and that tenl- 
perance societies haye done good, that legislation is in a 
measure prohibitiye. In the township vIe are glad to say 
no liquor is sold. 
The contra petition of the inhabitants is numerously 
signed. Of the 140 whose nanles are signed, there were, in 
1905, only two living-\Vil1ianl Kirby ana Itobert 'Varren. 
Both now have joined the silent majority. 


BENEVOLENT SOCIETY,. OR SOCIETY FOR RELIEF OF TI-IE 
PooR.-The Niagara papers give two remarkable instances 
of the readiness of the inhabitants to come to the help of 
those in distress, proying them to have been both wealthy 
and generous. In the Gleaner for )Iarch 9th, 1833, the 
following notice appeared: "Whereas llluch distress and 
destitution have prevailed in the town and neighborhood 
during the summer, and still more since the severity of 
winter set in, 'and the unfortunate poor have been left in 
a great measure to depend on the charity of a few, a com- 
mittee is to be formed to visit the destitute and solicit pub- 
lic contributions from the benevolent." A public meeting 
was held at l\liller's Coffee House, the conlmittee to consist 
of Thomas Creen, Robert 1\icGill, D. McDougall, Captain 
Melville, J anles Lockhart, C. Culver, John Crooks, C. Rich- 
ardson, J. Stocking. At the meeting Rev. Thomas Creen 
was chairman, Dr. Porter, secretary. Rev. R. McGill moved 
several resolutions. The Society 'was to be called the 
"Niagara Society for the Prevention of Vagrancy and 
Common Begging, and for the Relief of the Sick and 
Destitute." It seems as if a shorter name might have 
been given. No help was to be given without a visit of 
inspection. The town and township were to be divided into 
ten divisions, with a visitor and collector for- each. A care- 
ful and comprehensive plan was formed, so that all deserv- 
ing and necessitous poor could be relieved, and at the same 
time fraud prevented. A constitution having eleven articles 
was decided on. The visitors were 'Vm. Clarke, Dr. Muir- 
head, John Oakley, D. Thorburn, R. "\Voodruff, James 
Cooper, William Ball, George Connolly, John Ball, A. 
Heron; and the collectors William Winterbottom, John 
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Rogers, \V. Clau
, 'V. \Yynn, \V. 'V oodruff, G. Stevenson. 
\V. Servos, J. \Vhitnlore, P. Clenlent. The treasurer \Va=-' 
tT ohn Wagstaff. For medical aid the gratuitous attendance 
of medical gentlenlen in town was to be asked in rotation. 
rrhe town and township were thus divided for visiting and 
collecting : No.1, Prideaux Street to the river; 2, Pri- 
deaux to Queen; 3, Queen to Johnson; 4, J ohns'On Street 
south, to linÚt of the tow11; 5, Queenston; 6, St. Davids 
 
7', adjacent to Queenston; 8, adjacent to Black Swanlp; 
9, adjacent to lake; 10, Cross Roads to St. Davids. Par- 
ticular stress seems to have been laid upon the necessity of 
giving no help without due inquiry, nlueh in the line of 
societies in rroronto and other cities, so as to prevent some 
being neglected altogether and others getting more than 
their share by n1Ïsrepresenta.tion. 
In 1847 when news came of the suffering in Ireland 
from famine and fe\ er, most generous collections werc 
made. Two columnR in the }[ ail of September 22nd 
are filled with the nanles of the contributors. 1." he 
sum of ;ß1,776 was given in the town and to\Vllship; 1,500 
barrels of flour frorH the nlills of the neighborhood-George 
Keefer's n1Ïl1 at Thorold gave 2;> barrels; G. P. 
1. Ball, 
Louth, 16, Fort Erie, 51 barrels; T. C. Street at the Falls 
and Phelps at St. Catharines, also gave. Clothing also was 
sent. Rev. Dr. Lundy collected !:2 in his school; Presby- 
terian church, !:12; Andrew Heron collected, in to\m, !:33 ; 
James Blain and A. Swinton, !:28; Geo. Boomer, !37 ; Rev. 

Ir. Carrol and Catholic Church, 1:50; Dr. Campbell gave 
!:2; 1tlrs. Addison, !:2; ::\lrs. Stevenson, !:1; 
Irs. Connolly, 
1:1 ; and in the township, Richarrl. \Y oodruff, himself, 1:25; 
\Villiam \V oodrufi, in township, r10, and himself, 1:10.; 
Lachlan Currie, 1:17 ; J. C. BaI1, in township, 1:6; William 
Ball, in township, !:6; Sheriff I
ingsmill, 1:20 ; J alne:;; Blain 
and John ::\IcBride, in town, !:27'; J aBIes Goslin, in town, 
:t14; John Simpson, in town, 1:11: John :JL Lawder, in 
town, 1:60; J. \rynn, in tOWI18hip, t!); George Boomer, in 
town, !:37; \,. II. Dickson, his own subscription, t50; 
J. Burns, for :..\lethodist church, !:6. 
A large poster gives infonnation of a ..;oiree to he given 
on ::\Iarch 9th, 1847, ,,-. H. Dickson, chairlllan, for the 
relief of those in Ireland and the islands near the north 
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of Scotland. Colonel Newton allowed the bånd of the Royal 
Canadian Rifles to play, songs were volunteered, speeches 
made. The band played popular airs, English, Scottish. 
Irish and French. Refreshments were served; the price 
was 2s. 6d. and a goodly sum was raised. 
Of the whole amount of 
1, 796 raised, f:410 'was given 
in the town; and of the 1,500 barrels of flour given in the 
vicinity, 290 'were from the town. "\Villiam Sewell, in 
Stanlford, 
217; \Yilliam Hope, proceeds of corn sold, 
19. 
Information has lately been obtained through a little 
Ininute book hidden away in a dark cupboard, of this sad 
episode of 1847, when, from the failure of the potato crop 
in Ireland for two years, such appalling distress ensued 
from' the death on shipboard, at Grosse Isle and in many 
cities and towns to which the iInmigrants suffering from 
ship fever came. The Board of Police was asked 
hy the Canadian Government to fOrIn itself into 
a board of health and make arrangements for 
the care of the immigrants; buildings 'were rented 
for hospitals; doctors and nurseR employed; care- 
ful records were kept and transnlitted to I\::ingston, of 
the nU111ber si(.k and well who 'were helped. The story is 
a Inost pathetic one. Of the hundred and fifty there were 
forty deaths, sometimes the father, s0l11etinles the Inother, 
or perchance the little children. In one case the mother of 
eight children was stricken and died. The records give the 
full account of purchases, beds, dishes, butter, Inilk, nleat, 
bread, tables, medicine, doctors' fee
. rehe names are given 
in full, and the letters which were sent to the Inspector at 
I(ingston and to Government officiaI
. 'The expen
e was 
nearly 
1,OOO, whieh ,vas finally paid by the Governnlellt. 
The C'orrespondenee whieh ensued was cOl1(lueted on tlw 
part of the Board of IIealth by 
Tohn Sinlpson, and i
 
remarkable for the clear statelnent as well as the courteous 
and diplomatic manner of stating the case and the 
firm tone used. The nanleR of the nlembers of the Board of 
Health were: Andrew Heron, John Simpson, Thomas 
l\fcOormick, James Boulton, ,Alexander Davidson. 


CHORAL SOCIETy.-rrhe 'Choral 
ociety, of which lIiss 
Victorine Allinson, the organist of St. Vincent de Paul's 
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Church, was the leader, 111Ust not be forgotten, neither for 
the pleasure nor the profit deriyed. the pleasure gained by 
the audience and the profit gained by those taking part, 
from the excellent training given by the conductor, a bril- 
liant and accomplished 111usician. In the programme of 
the first concert, 
Iarch 16th, 1880, a 
acreù concert, the 
music was all classical and of a high order-Haydn, 
Ien- 
delssohn and :Thlozart,-while in that of 188], also of a high 
order, the Pirates of Penzance, by Sulliyan, gave variety. 
The officers were l\iiss ...L\.llin::;on, conductor; 
Ir. H. Paf- 
fard, president; 
lr. Geddes and l\Ir. J. G. Dickson, vice- 
presidents; 
Ir. 'V. S. 'Vinterbottom, secretary; and 
Ir. 
R. C. Burns, treasurer. 
The principal singers were 
IiR
 B. tT. Flanigan (first 
soprano), 
Irs. Sage, l\Iiss Follett; a1tos, lliss Blake, l\ii
s 
F. Ball, }liss l\IcDoug(1]; tenors, ,Yo S. '\Tintprbottolll, 
'V. l\IcClelland, G. Cork, E. Coxwell, Joseph Burns; 
basses, R. C. Burns, 'Y. P. Blain, F. Varey. Pianist, 
-{i
s 
S. Burns. 
liss ,Allin
on herself was aceompanist 
for the soloists, :\Iiss Flanigan, }Irs. Sage, :\Iiss Ball, 
1tiiss 
lcDougal and l\Iessl's. Blain and Burns. Some- 
times the concerts were given for the benefit of the library. 
The skill and tact in lnanaging the Society showed that 
the leader possessed administrative ability of a high order, 
and many of those still remember, with pleasure, the hours 
spent in practice. Several of these swect singers are no 
longer with us in life; sonlC are far distant, but all living 
now remember the patient and pHinstaking leader. 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY.-Although a somewhat personal 
matter, it is felt that some account should be given of this 
Society, although it cannot boast of a century's existence, 
as do l11any of the other orgm1Ïzations of the to\vn. But it 
must be acknowledgcd that it has donc its share in telling 
the story of those years. It having been announced that 
a meeting would he held to organizc a11 IIi:-.tori('al Society, 
abou t a dozen persons met in the library room on the 5th 
of December, 1895. Officers were appointed, arrangenlents 
made to draw up a constitution, and ever since regular 
monthly meetings have been held during the winter, 
when historical papers have been read. Several public 
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meE1hngs have been held and addresses giyen by prominent 
:;peakers. The card of nlembership btate
 the objects thus, 
the motto selected being "Ðucit alnor patriæ." "The objects 
of the Society are the encouragen1ent of the study of Cana- 
dian history and literature, the collection and safe preserva- 
tion of ,Canadian historical reeords and reliC's, and the 
building up of :Canadian loyalty and patriotism. Each 
member is asked to give or loan to the Society docun1ents 
or relics to add to the collection in the hist'Orical room, or 
aid in any other way the aims of the Society. The anni- 
versary is on the 17th of September, to celebrate the meet- 
ing of the first Parliament of Upper Canada, held at 
Niagara in 1792. The annual meeting is on October 13th." 
A room was granted in the third story of the court house, 
'and here the meetings were held at first. A public meet- 
ing was held in the park on 17th September, 1896, and 
an exhibit of military and other relics collected" chiefly by 
the efforts of John D. Servos. The speakers were lIon. J. G. 
Currie, Canon Bull, Colonel Cruikshank and 
liss FitzGib- 
bon. Soon after, the collection of articles began, great assist- 
ance being given by Mr. C. A. F. Ball, in valuable docu- 
ments, pictures, etc. A paper read by Colonel Cruikshank 
was published; as the funds of the Society were almost nil, 
the fee being very small, this was considered quite a risk, 
but enough were sold to pay the printer's bill, and assistance 
was asked fron1 the Provincial Governluent to print other 
papers and a grant of $100 was given. This, given annually, 
has enabled the Society to carryon the work, and no less 
than twenty-five publications have been sent out to mem- 
bers, historical friends, societies, etc. Eighteen annual re- 
ports have been printed, besides various circulars. Mr. 
'Villiam Kirby, the honorary president, was anxious that 
there should be a lllonument erected to commemorate the 
landing of the United Empire Loyalists, but the Society 
decided that since the collection was increasing and 
already crowding the long, narrow roonl, that a building, 
which should be useful as well as ornamental, would be 
more suitable. A public meeting was called for Sept. 17th, 
1903, to which several friends from Toronto, were invited. 
,C. C. James, Dr. Boyle, Wm. Kirby, Rev. J. S. Clarke and 
Mrs. Thompson spoke. A. W. 'V right w'as chairman. The 
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Mayor, James Aikins, also spoke. 'fhe adyice of Toronto 
friends was not to appeal to the Governlnent for assistance 
at first, but see what we could do ourselves, and then thp 
( Government would be more likely to help us. This advice 
\\?as followed and a circular ,vas drawn up and sent to old 
Niagarians in different parts of the continent; our 0\\ n 
}nembers contributed first; the townspeople generally, and 
friends fronl a distanée, contributed generously, till, in 
:-,ums large and 
lnall, one thousand dollar
 waR raiseil. 
'fhen a personal appeal "a::; lllade to the then Pren1Ïer, 
Hon. G. W. Ross, and a grant of five hundred dollars ,vas 
given. The next year our appeal was nlade to the Don1Ïnion 
Government and one thousand doll a rs wa
 obtained, and 
the next year an additional grant of fiye hundred dollar
 
was giyen by the GOyernnIent of Sir J aIlles P. 'Yhitl1ey. 
Finally, an old Niagara boy in New York sent a cheque for 
five hundred dol1ars, allcl it was now felt that a huilding was 
really feasible. Land for a site was given by the President 
of the Society, plans and ::;pecificatiollS nlade by the archi- 
tcct, W. B. Allan. 'fhe first tenders were found to be beyond 
our power (about seven thou
and dollars), The tenders, 
when the revised specifications were lllade, were four thou- 
sand dollars; work was begun in April, 1906, and the 
present substantial briek building finished in September, 
all except the portico. The day of opening was fixed for 
the 4th of June, 1907. Invitations were issued to an 
}nembers and all who had contributed to the building fund. 
Lieutenant-Governor Sir 
Iortin1er Clark l'onsented to 
open the building. The 
peakers of the day, afternoon 
and evening were, be
ides the Lieutenant-Goyernor, C. C. 
James, F.R.S.C., Deputy )Iinister of Agriculture; A. II. TT. 
Uolquhoun, 
LA., Deputy 1Iinister of Education; Colonel 
Cruikshank, F.R.S. C.: Hev. .J. c. narrett: Rev. A. F. 
)IacGregor, Johnson Clench, Esq., and Colonel Galloway, 
who sang with great effect, " 0 Canada." 
It was announceù that the Society had had many good 
friends, among others, John Ross Robertson, who 
has printed une thousand copies of a catalogu(l 
as a present. The collection of articles was largely 
increased on obtaining the ne,\ building, the donorR 
feeling that a safe place was provided. Another kind 
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friend waR the late Dr. J)avid Boyle. also Canon BuB. 'I'he 
contributors to the publications have been many: Colonel 
Cruikshank, to whom we are greatly indebted for reliable 
unpartisan history; 'VilliaJu I(irby, Dr. J. H. Coyne, Dr. D. 
Boyle, Canon Bull, Rev. Canon Garrett, Mrs. J. G. Currie, 
Uev. .l\.. F. 
iacGregor, Charlef; Hunter, l\Irs. J. F. Greene, 
Hon. J. G. Currie, Dr. C. C. James, J\1:iss FitzGibbon, D. 
T\::. Goodfellow, E. Green, C. .A.. F. Ball, Rev. Cyril de M. 
Rudolf, Mrs. Curzon, A. Servos, A. J. Clark, lvIrs. E. J. 
Thompson, Mrs. Ascher, J. S. Carstairs. 
The Society now numbers 2-10 111emhers. Of these eight 
are Life Members, and there are also thirteen Honorary 
l\1embers. The first vice-president was Henry Paffard, who 
held the position for many years, till his removal to British 
Columbia. The present writer has had the honor of hold- 
ing the position of president since the forluation, December, 
1895. 
Markers have been placed on eight historic sites, viz.: 
Site of first Parliament, 1792; place where Brock was 
buried in 1812; house of Count de Puisaye, 1799; site of 
Government House, Indian Council House and Military 
Hospital; Gleaner printing office, 1817; and Masonic Hall, 
1792; court house, 1847; the spot where bodies of British 
soldiers were found, killed the 27th May, 1813. 
The building is of brick, with metal roof, 30 by 70 feet in 
size, and situated facing the military quarters, with a fine 
outlook. Over five thousand articles have been collected, 
labelled and catalogued. The divisions are 
1ilitary, Naval, 
Portraits, Original Documents, Household Articles, Rare 
Books, ,China, 'V OJllaU'S llandiwork, Old Furniture, Coin8, 
Brass and Pewter, Indian Relics, Niagara Publications, 
Family Relics. Tablets haye been placed on the wall to 
early settlers and regÏ1nent
 ,vhich fought here or were 
on duty. 
The cost or the builùing and furnishing, over five thou- 
sand dollars, has been paid in full. The room is open 
generally on vYednesùays ana Saturdays, in camp tiIne 
opened every afternoon. The president acts as curator and 
editor, from love of the ,york. 
rhe papers and doculnents 
enable her to give infonnation to the writers of many let- 
ters of inquiry, and it is felt that a valuable historical 
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collection has been formed which will increase in value and 
give pleasure to many yisitors. 
The members of the Society are scattered over the broad 
Dominion, in the United States and even in England, 
while the artieles, though mostly relating to Niagara and 
vicinity, have come Íronl as distant places as British 
Columbia, South .Africa, Scotland, England, India and 
China. 
One great object of the Society, the re:5toration of Navy 
Hall, has been acconlplished. l\Iany petitions had been 
sent, seemingly ,,'ithout avail. At last a grant of four 
hundred dollars waR given, which '\fas quite inadequate. 
The philanthropist, John Ross RobertRon, interested hin1- 
self, and the grant was made one thousand dollars, so that 
the building, which was almost a complete ruin, has been 
restored, the idea being to use as much of the old timber::; 
as possible, not altering the appearance. 
\. marble tablet 
has been placed on the building with the inscription given 
previously. 



CHAPTER XL. 


BOUI(S PRINTED OR 1VRITTHN [IEEE. 


THE Count de Puisaye, the French 'General who built the 
house in 1799, half of which still stands, and who lived here 
tin 180.2, wrote a work, afterwards printed in England, of 
which he thus speaks in a letter from Niagara, May, 1801: 
" l\Iy plan is to leave toward the end of autunln for Eng- 
land. I will be occupied till then with the cOlnposition of 
a work of some extent, which should be made public"- 
supposed to be a history of the French Royalist party dur- 
ing the Revolution. 
Dr. Brymner says: "The only work I can find traces 
of is one in six volunles, published in London, from 1803 
to 1808, entitled J[ e'moÙ'es qui pourront servir a l'histoire 
du parti royaliste Français durant la dernière Revolution. 
We can picture to ourselves the Royalist exile who had 
failed at Quiberon, and failed now with his French military 
colony in Canada, sitting at one of the dormer windows 
of the long, low house, now and then glancing out at t.he 
beautiful, broad, blue river, or perchance at his young 
fruit trees, writing sadly his defence to the charges 
ma de against him. 
In 1799 a palnphlet ,vas published by S. and G. Tiffany, 
printers to the Province, Co'mmunication between Lake 
Erie and Ontario by Land and 
Vate'r. It mentions that 
Robert Han1ilton, Queenston; George Forsyth, Newark, 
and Thomas Clark, Queenston, have kept in repair the 
roads for twenty-one years, which would take us back to 
the year 1778. 
In 1802, S. Tiffany published an almanac, \vhich gives 
the names of the ten lllclllbers of the Law' Society formed 
in 1797. 
In 1819, Andrew Heron reprinted Magna Charta and 
the Bill of Rights, with notes by B. Curwen. In 1821 the 
same Andrew Heron printed the Introduction to the Eng- 
lÙ;h Reader. In 1823 he also printed the Christian 
285 
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Allnanac. In 1821 the Niagara Alrnanac was published. 
In 1824 he reprinted 
[avor' s Spelling Book. 
In 1831 is a reprint of four works, by Henry Chapman 
and Samuel Tlerol1, printer-a strange nledley, being Galt's 
Life of Lord Byron.; Southe.(s Life of Lord N elson
' Bush's 
Life of JfohamUled: 'Yillianl
F' Life of A7p.rander the Great
. 
the whole forming a solid leather-bound hook of f)52 pagp
. 
These were also published separately. 
In 1832 The JJi:
tory of the 1rar of 1812, hy David 
rrhompson, wa
 printed hy Thonlas Sewell. Captain 
Thompson belonged to the Royal 
cots, and fought at 
Queenston Heights, afterwards teaching for many years at 
Niagara. Like many other writers he did not find his 
,,'ork as an author remunerative, for ,ve find that he was 
confined in the debtor's prison in the jail for some time in 
consequence of his indebtedne

 to the printer. 
In 1837 John SimpF'on published the Canadian Forget- 
'nte-not. 
In 1835 (no date attached), a Catalogue of St. Andrew's 
ChU1.ch Library was printed at the Gleaner office. 
In 1838 a Serrnofl on Love of Country, preached by Rev. 
R. )IcGill, after the Rebellion, was printed by T. Sewell. 
In the same year, 1838, a Sermon, preached by Rev. 
Thoma
 Creen, after the HebeHion, 'was printed by John 
Simpson. 
In 1838 T. Sewell printed The Far1ner's Almanac. 
In 1838 l\Iajor Richardson wa
 living in Nïagara, and, 
no doubt, wrote here some of his 'works, probably The 
Brothers, although not printed in :Niagara. 
In 1840 The Canada Spelling Book was prepared and 
printed, by 
\.lexander Davidson. 1\ y ho was one of the first 
trustees of Vietoria Univer
ity, Cohourg, afterwards editor 
of the 1v
iagara 
l ail, and subsequently postnlaster. 
In 1842 a sceoncl edition wa
 printed. A long Teeonl 
1ncndation, a
 all adverti
Plllellt, is signed Lv Rcy. H. 
:\Ic Gill , Rev. 'r. Creen, Hev. A. Bethullc. 
In 1846 TILe Progressit:e Primer
 as an introduction to 
the spelling book. 
In 1846 Cook Book by a Niagara lady. This was by 

Iiss Davidson, afterward.s l\Irs. Sanderson, daughter of 
Alpx.anòer DR.vidson. 
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In 1845 The Agricultural Reader, by a vice-president of 
the Agricultural Society, supposed to be Bishop :Ful1er. 
\Ve pity the scholars condemned to its use, but perhaps it 
never 'was used in the schools. The chief contents ,vere 
discussions of mangold-wurzels, nlanure, sheep, etc., but 
relieved in one place by ver
e, as "The Farmer's Boy;" 
it was printed by John Simpson. 
In 1842 Prayers and Meditations, by Rev. R. McGill, 
printed by John Simpson. 
In 1845 The j1-f ercantile Alnl,anac was printed by John 
Simpson, at the Chronicle office. Ten thousand copies were 
sold. It was eontinued for many years-1846, '47, '48, 'L19; 
and no doubt was the precursor of the Canadian Ahnanac, 
by the Copp, Clark C0l11pany, Toronto. 
J 11 1859 Th e (T. E., a poenl by \riHiaul l{irby, in twelve 
('antos. A peculiarity of this i
 that the lrork of 
typesetting, printing and correcting proofs was done almost 
altogether by the author, he being then the editor of the 
Niagara Mail. 
In 1877 Le Chien d'Or was written, in Niagara, by 
Ir. 
Kirby, while holding the position of Customs House officer. 
This fine historical ronlance had a remarkable history as 
regards publication-it lay three years in the Toronto bag- 
gage-roonl, whi]e it was vainly hunted for in Canada and 
England. ""Then finally printed, it was pirated, translated 
into French, and for years yielded no return
 to the author. 
although it has had a large circulation. His 
lnnals of 
Niagara and Canadian Id.ylls 'were also .written here. 
Dr. Withrow here wrote his lllost rell1arkable ,vork, The 
Catacombs of Romp: renlarkahle in that although an ex- 
haustive work and the Edinburgh Rpvipw pronounced it 
to be thf' best English work 011 the subject extant, the writer 
had not then viRitflcl the Cata('onlbf.:.. The YOhlTIle ha
 
w'ached lllauy cdition
. Dr. \rithl'ow, thpn a YOUllg' 1\letho- 
(list nlÍl1if.:.ter, in 187-l, hpre gathered material lor two of 
his storie:-;, Neville Truernan awl The ]('inr/s Jfes8enger, 
which are founded on stories of the early settlers on the 
Niagara River. 
The Centennial of St. Mark's was written by the present 
writer in 18H2, and the Centennial of St. Andrew's in 189-1, 
t.hp first lwing pllhlishf1ò by .T fJmf1
 Hain, a.nd the second. by 
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William Briggs. The publications of the Historical Society 
are twenty-five in number; most of thenl have been printed 
here from 1896 to the present time. Numbers 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 20, 21, 23 and 25, were 
printed in the town, and the following number:, "rerc 
"Tritten by the present writer: Slave Rescue, Palatine Hill, 
Evolution of an Historical Room, Niagara Library, Early 
Schools, Historical Buildings, Churches, Inscriptions and 
Graves, Reminiscences of Niagara, Sir I
aac Brock, Count 
de Puisaye; Report of Opening, -!th June, 1907; Robcrt 
Gourlay, Fort Niagara, Colonel l\lacDougal, Queenston; 
Published elsewhere in verse-Has Canada a History? 
Golden Rod, Laura Secord, several Sonnets, 'V ords of 
Jesus to 'V on1en; and in prose-The 
laple Leaf the 
Emblem of Canada. "Niagara One Hundred Years Ago," 
was written for the Lundy's Lane Historical Society in 
1892. 
Also written here" ReIniniscences" by Rev. J. C. Gar- 
rett, " Canadian Confederation," by Rev. A. F. 
iacGregor, 
" Soldier Pen
ioJler:,." by )11:-::-; Creed, and ., St. 'Tincent (Ie 
Paul," by l\IrR. Grecnc. 
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CHAPTER XLI. 
POE]{S RELATING TO NIAGARA. 


IlERE precedence must be given to the veteran lit- 
ferateur, 'Yilliam ICirby, the author of "The Canadian 
Idylls," "Le Chien d'Or," and "Annals of Niagara," 
poet, novelist and historian. In" The Queen's Birthday," 
containing the ballad "Spina Christi," with its lilting 
nleasure, and "The Sparrows," are 11lany references to 
Niagara, the river, common, oak grove, French thorns, etc. 


U And now the sun was up 
And shining on the grey square tower that stands 
Above the place of landing nets-its walls 
Thick as a feudal keep, with loopholes slashed, 
Contain the wreck and ruin of a town; 
Fair Newark, once gay, rich and beautiful, 
By ruthless foes-when flying to retreat, 
Burned down to blackened heaps of bricks and stone; 
The fragments of its walls and hearths were built 
Into that stern memorial of a deed 
Unchivalrous in days of war gone by." 


As a contrast to this description of the square grey 
tower of l\Iississaug-a, take the "Queen's Birthday," con- 
taining the ballad "Spina 'Christi," with its lilting measure: 


U Oh, fair, in summer time, it is Niagara's plain to see, 
Half belted round with oaken woods and green as grass can 
be; 
Its levels broad in sunshine lie with flowerets gemmed and 
set 
With dainty stars, and red as Mars, 
The tiny sanguinette. 
The trefoil with its drops of gold-white clover heads, and 
yet, 
The sweet grass, commonest of all God's goodnesses, we get; 
The dent de lion's downy globes a puff will blow away, 
Which children pluck to try good luck 
Or tell the time of day." 
The fanciful origin of the French thorns which skirt 
the oak grove south of the common in its poetic form is 
20 289 
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that Bois Ie Grand bring
 froBl ,France a branch of the 
holy thorn, brought by Pope O]cnwut Iron1 Pale:,tinc
 that 
\vhich supplied the Sayiour's crown of thorns, and plants 
it at Niagara, and froD1 this have come all the thorn 
trees which supply the fragrant 'white blossonls in spring 
Hnd the scarlet haws in October. As a matter of fact there 
are two varieties with differently shaped leaves, one with 
fruit delightful to children and the other hard and uneat- 
able; the shape of the trees is different in appearance, but 
in one kind we ean alnlost feel 
ure that we see the very 
trees described in the line: . 


"Contorted, twisted, writhing, as with human pain to tell." 


In "The Sparrows," the winter scel1P on plain and lake, 
as viewed from his window is "Tell described in a few words, 
(lvery one of which tells- 


"I sat within my window and looked forth 
Upon a scene' of cold magnificence; 
My garden lately full of summer bloom 
Lay 'neath a sheet of snow- 
Knee
deep the sombre trees stood, gaunt and bare, 
A plain the threshing-floor for winter's flails, 
Wind-blown and swept, lay just beyond the lawn 
Where drifts of winnowed snow heaped high. 
Beyond the plain, 'neath banks precipitous 
Stretched the vast lake covered with floating ice; 
Its billows striving vainly to lift up 
Their angry crests above the icy mass 
That overlay the struggling, groaning sea." 



fiss GeaIe, in a few beautifnllines, gives us a different 
picture of the river and the old tOWll- 
"No tumult here, 
No ceaseless tramp of hurrying toiler's fe('>t, 
Only a hush above the wide old street, 
Or loud and clear 
Up from the long, low line that bounds the lakp 
The noisy crash of waves that rise and break, 
And over all, 
Lost in the hush and mingling with the roar 
Of sullen waters breaking on the shore, 
The bugle call 
Drifts from the Fort that nf'stles quaint and low 
Beyond the river's frozen fif'lds of snow." 
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James .strachan, the brother of Bishop Strachan, in 1819 
wrote a sonnet on Fort George, then the burial-place of 
General Brock and his Adjutant, Macdonell: 


"Why calls the bastion forth the patriot's sigh, 
And starts the tear from beauty's swelling eye? 
Within its breach intrepid Brock is laid, 
A tomb according with the mighty dead; 
Whose soul devoted to his country's cause, 
In deeds of glory sought his first applause; 
Enrolled with Abercrombie, Wolfe and Moore, 
No lapse of time his merits shall obscure; 
Fresh shall they burn in each Canadian heart, 
And all their pure and living fires impart; 
A youthful friend rests by the hero's side, 
Their mutual love Death sought not to divide; 
The muse that gives her Brock to deathless fame 
Shall in the wreath entwine Macdonell's name." 


As far as known the first poem published in Upper 
Canada was 1Y onders of the W est
 or &1 Day at the Falls 
of Niagara
 printed at York, 1825, simply signed, "A Cana- 
dian," but now known to have been written by J. L. Alex- 
ander, a teacher in York Grammar School, afterwards 
incumbent of Saltfieet and Binbrook, and teacher in Wood- 
burn. It is more interesting to us for its reference to the 
scenery of Niagara, etc., than for its poetic merit, as it cer- 
tainly iloes not reach a high level. 


"The boat had stemmed Ontario's tide 
And anchored on the southern side; 
Upon this river's eastern side 
A fortress stands in warlike pride; 
Ontario's surges lash its base, 
And gradually its walls deface; 
And from its topmost tower displayed 
A flag with stripes and stars portrayed; 
Upon the west an ancient mound, 
The Union Jack and British ground, 
Nor distant far another stands 
Which the whole river's mouth commands. 
Between the two lay Newark village, 
Which yet they let its neighbors pillage- 
Not only so, but burn it down 
And from its ashes there has grown 
Another town, but lovelier far. 
Which they have named Niagara." 
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Goldsmith's rhythm makes us say Ne-a-gå-ra, but this 
pronunciation is stranger still. The passengers are de- 
scribed as landing and sauntering over the green, enrap- 
tured ,vith the scene. Brock's monument, erected the 
preceding year, is referred to, an Indian is brought in as 
a character. They drove to the falls and ,ve find that even 
then there were Inany fruit trees seen from the road:- 
"Some gazed along the fertile fields 
The various fruits the orchard yields: 
Plum, cherry, apple, pear and peach, 
And some the pendant branches reach; 
But most admire that noble stream 
That glides the rural realms between." 


Rev. J. C. Garrett, now Canon Garrett, wrote the" Cen- 
tennia] of St. Mark's," from which the following extracts 
are made: 
U Grand old St Mark's! He treads on hallowed ground 
Who over thy gates' threshold sets his foot; 
For all around thy witnesses, though mute, 
By life and death its sacredness profound 
Proclaim. Blended in thee is found the dust 
Of soldier brave and sailor bold, the wise, 
Poet and patriot and humbler just, 
Waiting the day and call again to rise. 
Rest they together in a peace most true, 
In hidden spot or place more clear to view; 
'Neath Christian sign or heathen urn or crust 
Of marble pale, which tastes of times devise. 


. 


. 


. 


. 


. 


. 


. 


. 


If there be place within our earth's confines 
Than other place more sacred, sweet and pure 
(No others more of love and honor sure, 
How far soever we may stretch the lines), 
It is this place where from turmoil secure 
Our simple praises rise, on upward stream, 
Till glows the heart as when the captives dream 
Of lands where freedom's sun forever shines; 
And when the heavenly mysteries are spread, 
Age by the aged to God's board is led- 
Most saintly men, whose earthly duty done, 
Look towards the land of never-setting sun- 
In verity it makes thee sweetly seem 
The gate of heaven and pathway to our Head; 
Whlle all around us l1e, in peaceful sleep, 
Our best beloved, 'Who used with us to keep 
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Sad vigil and the joyful holy-day, 
Whose souls o'er Jordan winged from us away, 
That they some foretaste of that joy may reap 
Which we with them to share both hope and pray." 
'fhe relnaining yerscs and sonnets are by Janet Carno- 
chan. * 


FORT GEORGE'S LONELY SYCAMORE. 


A Reminiscence of N'iagara. 
The story of a tree that rears 
Its form o'er an historic plain, 
The sights it sees, the sounds it hears, 
That story's gay or sad r
frain. 
o lone tree on the rampart's height! 
What hast thou seen, what canst thou tl'll, 
Of peaceful watch or desperate fight, 
o lonely, lonely sentinel? 
But tell me first, what sweet, fair sight, 
Extending far and wide before, 
Thou seest from thy vantage height, 
o lonely, lonely sycamore. 
Afar, the lake spreads like a sea, 
And near, the river, broad, blue, deep, 
Its waters flowing silently, 
As resting from their frantic leap. 
Nor distant far, the mountain crowned 
With column pointing to the sky. 
While all forgot the humbler mound 
Where 
her heroes mouldering Jill. 
A skirt of oak in nearer view, 
And hawthorn, white with fragrant bloom, 
And tall sweet-briar, wet with dew, 
Wild flowers with many a nodding plume, 
Beneath the hill the children bring 
Their little cups, and eager press 
To drink the water at the spring, 
Where grows the tender water-cress. 
In front, a plain of changing hue, 
In winter white, now bare and brown, 
Or grassy green, with herds in view, 
And to the west, the quiet town. 
Beyond, the fort and beacon light, 
Old Mississauga's square grey tower, 
On either side church spires rise bright, 
O'er stately home or humble bower. 


* These selections of my own would not have been given 80 fully but 
that they have been asked for, and I selected those relating to the town. 
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Beneath, the crumbling ruins old, 
Where first our hero Brock was laid. 
With funeral pomp in death-sleep cold, 
And tears were shed and mourning made 
For him, who, with the morning sun 
Went from these walls, erect and brave; 
The evening saw his victory won, 
A hero's fame-a soldier's grave. 


Here, where the bank falls sheer and steep, 
The Half-Moon Battery may be traced, 
Alike commanding shore and deep, 
A scar of war not yet effaced. 
A path o'er-arched with trees we gain, 
N or did it all their dreams suffice 
To call that path the" Lover's Lane," 
The grove around was "Paradise." 


Nay, call it not their partial pride, 
Where can ye find a spot so fair? 
Italian suns have scarce supplied 
Such sky, such stream, such beauty rare. 
Tell us the sounds that come to thee, 
Borne by the breezes as they fly, 
The shout of schoolboy wild set free, 
The sportsman's gun, or plover's cry, 


Or lover's fondly-whispered vows, 
The roar of guns in mimic strife, 
The rustling of the forest boughs, 
Or varying sounds of human life, 
The bugle's call, so clear and sweet, 
From neighbouring fort by breezes blown, 
Gay laughter when picknickers meet, 
Or on the beech the wave's wild moan. 


The quiet dip of idler's oar, 
The sweetly solemn Sabbath bell, 
The distant cataract's softened roar, 
All these, 0 lonely sentinel. 
Or wilt thou tell of nations four, 
Alternate owning this fair spot? 
Thou know est much historic lore, 
Then tell thy tale; refuse us not. 


Or is it far beyond thy ken 
When Indian wigwams here were seen, 
And red men roamed o'er fell and fen, 
And trail or war-path followed keen? 



POEMS RELATING TO NIAGARA 295 


Didst see the brave La Salle pass on 
To seek the Mississippi's wave, 
And how, ere Abram's heights were won, 
Yon fort was won-won many a grave? 


Ere gallant Frenchmen yielded here 
To Britain's power their heritage, 
Johnson, the red man's friend held dear, 
Thou saw'st successful warfare wage. 
The loyal refugees here press, 
Leaving their lands, their homes, their all, 
Deep in the solemn wilderness, 
To hew new homes at duty's call. 


And here our country's fathers met 
In humble legislative hall; 
But soon arose day darker yet, 
When foeman held these ramparts all. 
Then came a day of fear and dread, 
When winter snow robed dale and down; 
And mothers with their children fled 
In terror from the burning town. 


But soon returning peace brought round 
More prosperous, happy, golden days, 
And from the shipyard came the sound 
Of hammers beating songs of praise. 
Those days are gone; gone, too, we fear, 
The busy mart the live-long day, 
Nor sound of vulgar trade is here, 
And U Lotos Town" they sneering say. 


But no-thy life's a shorter span; 
Thou canst not all the secrets ten 
Of brave, or rash, or erring man, 
o lonely, lonely sentinel. 
Where once the pagan rite was seen, 
Or French or Indian warlike bands, 
Where fratricidal strife had been, 
Two Christian nations now clasp hands. 


Long mayst thou stand, 0 stately tree, 
Outlined as boldly 'gainst the sky; 
As thou hast often gladdened me, 
Cheer other hearts as years pass by. 
As from my window now I gaze. 
Thinking of many a ramble wild, 
With friends of other, earlier days, 
Far past thy fort with walls earth-piled, 
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I send a wish and prayer that thou 
Mayst live to see and live to tell 
Of brighter days than even now, 
o solitary sentinel. 
May other schoolgirls love thee well, 
They surely cannot love thee more, 
And be thou long their sentinel, 
o lonely, lonely sycamore. 


FORT MISSISSAUGA. 


DESERTED, drear, and mouldering to decay, 
A square, low tower stands grim and grey and lone, 
From Newark's ruins built its walls, storm-blown 
When sword and flame alternate seized their prey. 
Ontario's waves in rage or idle play 
Sap palisade and fort with ceaseless moan, 
Shall we historic relics see o'erthrown, 
And not a voice be raised to answer nay? 
Four races here for empire sternly fought, 
And brightly gleamed the red man's council-fire, 
The beacon lights the dancing wave ana lea, 
Where brave La Salle both fame and fortune sought; 
In fratricidal strife fell son and sire, 
Where friends stretch hands across a narrow sea. 


FORT GEORGE. 


WHAT memories cluster round thy earth-p!led wall 
Of daring deeds and calm endurance here, 
What sad, sad records of the Hungry Year, 
Relieved by tale of dance in Navy Hall, 
The French thorns, planted close in sight, recall 
The Fleur-de-Lis, triumphant, far and near, 
But chief, three days in bold relief appear, 
October's leaves their crimson tears let fall 
At glorious victory gained at cost so dire- 
A fragrant, smiling morn in May whose e'en 
Slowly our force outnumbered saw retire- 
And sunny slopes and mouldering magazine, 
Sing bleak December's night of flame and fire, 
Lake, stream, and sky now give, what sweet, fair scene. 


LAURA SECORD'S MONUMENT, 1901. 
Too late, too late, the bards have struck the lyre 
To her within whose breast the patriot fire 
Beat high that morn in June-a noble dame 
Long leagues her devious way she wound through mire 
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And lonely woods to warn of dangers dire, 
And gained, although unsought, enduring fame. 
Who knows not Laura Secord's honored name? 
To save her country was her heart's desire. 
A woman, wife and mother, tender, true, 
We meet to place above her dust to-day 
This wreath of laurel ever to abide, 
Throughout this century's lingering year long due. 
We consecrate with happy tears; nay, nay, 
We consecrate, we consecrate with pride. 


CHAUTAUQUA HYMN. 


(Opening Hymn for Niagara Assembly, the Oanadian 
Ohautauqua, 1888.) 
o FATHER, patient, loving, kind, 
As Thou art merciful and wise, 
Comfort and aid we come to find, 
Above, beyond ourselves to rise. 
In this our meeting, Lord, we pray 
For grace and help from Thee alone, 
That we, in all we do and say, 
And think, may be in truth Thine own. 
Our intellect we bring to Thee, 
To quicken, strengthen and refine; 
While Nature's solemn mystery, 
Slowly, from height to height, we climb. 
Our hearts to cleanse, our wills subdue, 
Our lives direct, Master divine; 
Ourselves to Thee we bring anew, 
Our bodies, Saviour, all are Thine. 
While these Thy glorious works we trace, 
This broad, blue lake, this sunset sky, 
Through leafy arches see Thy face, 
And "Father, Father," humbly cry. 
Or gaze at midnight's solemn hour 
On planet pale or brilliant star, 
In each, and all, we see Thy power 
Alike to us or worlds afar. 


And now, dear Lord, we may not go 
Unless with us thou wilt abide; 
In joy or grief, in weal or woe, 
In life, in death, be Thou our guide. 
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GOLDEN ROD. 


When autumn fields have radiant grown 
With starry flowers that beck and nod, 
One flower I love, though not alone, 
As shown in plumes of Golden Rod. 


Talk not of rich exotics rare, 
Forgetting, while their grace you laud, 
The beauty common plants may wear 
As shown in plunles of Golden Rod. 


For when the sun his glory flings, 
Upon this garden of our God, 
We see what beauteous common things 
Are pennons bright of Golden Rod. 


In many a lonely eerie spot, 
By foot of wandering man untrod, 
Or by the peasant's lowly cot, 
Is seen the gleaming Golden Rod. 


Not for the rich alune, this flower 
Its grace and beauty sheds abroad; 
God's poor may clainl in sun and showpr 
Their portion in the Golden Roil. 


"fhe ploughman 'neath the autumn sky, 
Who carefully upturns the sod 
Along the fence may glad his eye 
'Vith gleaming, glowing Golden Rod. 


Erect and tall its beauty lendH 
A grace to roadsides oft untrod, 
With proud humility it bends 
Its head, our shining Golden Ro<l. 


And when life's paths have stormy grown, 
As on our weary way we plod, 
The message mute will hush our moan, 
Sent by the cheerful Golden Rod. 


When come the various autumn dyes, 
Of crimson maples stretching broaù, 
Rich brown to purple quick replies, 
Nor silent is the Golden Rod. 
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Then, reverent, let us humbly seek, 
To learn these lessons from our God, 
Each flower, each blade of grass may speak 
As does the humble Golden Rod. 


If He so deck the earth and sky, 
The circling spheres, the grassy clod, 
Shall He not all things else supply? 
Thus gently saith the Golden Rod. 


All down the ages, hear may we 
H If thus so clothe the grass our God, 
Then how much better then are ye," 
Than sparrow, grass or Golden Rod? 


And when in grief, we know not how 
T{) pass beneath the bitter rod, 
With mute humility, we bow, 
As bends its head, the Golden Rod. 


N or need we seek occasions great, 
Unsought they come, at home, abroad, 
II They also liJerve who stand and wait," 
Best lesson, from the Golden Rod. 


HAS CANADA A HISTORY? 


II Your Country has no history, you must own," 
They coldly say, with calm, superior tone. 
Thus even spoke a statesman, good and wise, 
Seven decades since, whose memory much we prize; 
For now to his advice in part we owe, 
We stand II four-square to all the winds that blow." 
The plan was his, though others wisely wrought, 
Their toil we see to full fruition brought; 
For now from wild Atlantic's stormy seas, 
To far Pacific's calms and balnlY breeze, 
From Arctic's ice-bound seas so vast and lone 
Its arms our country spreads from zone to zone. 
No history, forsooth-consult the tomes 
Which tell of those who left their fair French homes, 
Their sunny vines and II pleasant land of France," 
For rude stockade exchanged the merry dance, 
For glittering cour.t the red man's scalping knife, 
For college halls a rude, laborious life, 
Consult the mouldering records of the past 
In Ville Marie and old Quebec amassed, 
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Of France's chosen chivalry, which tell 
In this new land of France, then La Nouvelle, 
Which tell of chivalrous La Salle's essay, 
Long marches from Quebec to Mexique's Bay 
Thousands of miles not once alone nor twice, 
Hunger and cold and death the bitter price, 
Which tell, too, of her missionary band- 
Of hero martyrs in the red man's land, 
Whose mission was not gold, but souls to save, 
Of gentle Lalement and Brébeuf, who gave 
Their lives through nameless tortures for the truth, 
To bear the cross to men, who knew nor fear nor ruth. 


Go, ask the veterans of Hudson's Bay 
To tell of years of hardship as they luay, 
Or Selkirk vainly battling in the North, 
When fortune sent her bitter arrows forth, 
'Galnst freshets, famines and the north wind's breath, 
And rival hostile bands, disease and death. 
Go, ask the un written history of those days, 
As told by those fast fading from our gaze; 
Go, ask the veterans of the war to tell 
One-half alone of all that then befell; 
Go, ask the ancient white-haired dames to speak 
Of sad, sad moments, when they came to seek 
New homes, new hearthstones-ah, the bitter pain 
Of finding that, instead, they ofttimes gain 
Lone graves for tender little ones, alas! 
They may not stay, but onward, onward pass. 


And have the walls of Louisburg no tale? 
Is there no history carried by the gale, 
Of crumbling, blackened walls, scarred and defaced, 
Which England there and France alternate traced? 
In Acadie, St. John's long siege may tell, 
How woman can her country's foe repel. 
A humbler heroine's long march by night, 
To Beaver Dams shall make the page lllore bright. 
And Queenston Heights and hard-fought Lundy's Lane, 
Detroit and Newark swell the loud refrain. 


:No history-then tell me ye who can, 
As chronicles of brave and good ye scan, 
A higher, nobler, more unselfish deed, 
And more deserving laurel crown and meed; 
To leave broad fields, and fruitful orchards fall', 
Or happy sInil1ng, prosperous homes, and dare 
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To face wild beasts, and still more savage men, 
And venture far beyond the white man's ken- 
To leave the graves of those they loved so well, 
More loved than these perhaps, the sweet church bell, 
And ,all for what? for an idea? No- 
Ten thousand times we say again-not so; 
The right to say aloud-God save the King, 
To British laws, and British homes to cling. 
For love of what they deemed good government, 
Nor less than these demands will them content; 
To face reproach, abuse, nor weakly yield, 
Even when the contest with their blood they sealed, 
When specious pleading made the worse appear 
The better reason, oft through force or fear. 
These are the things that test and try men's souls, 
And show what leading principle controls; 
And not the men alone thus did and dared, 
But women fair and young, and old and silvery-haired. 


If, then, they claim the sifting of the Old Land, 
To form the Pilgrim Fathers' chosen band, 
We claim a second sifting more severe, 
To make the finest of the wheat appear. 
No history! when half a continent 
From France by British swords was rudely rent, 
And all the land changed masters in a day, 
What time Montcalm met Wolfe in bloody fray. 
No history, when each morn they proudly say 
In Pitt's strong reign, "What conquest new to-day?" 
When crippled by that Titan struggle long 
Against a foe ambitious, selfish, strong, 
England sent scanty help across the sea, 
To her fair daughter struggling desperately. 
Through sore distress, alternate loss and gain, 
The unequal contest nobly they maintain 
To keep their soil a sacred heritage, 
Those heroes all unknown to history's page. 
A baptism of fire and tears and blood, 
Our country gained and stemmed the swelling flood. 
Again was seen as has been seen before, 
On many a bloody field in days of yore, 
Not always is the battle to the strong, 
N or to the swift aye must the race belong; 
For to the arms though weak of those who fight, 
For hearth and home, a freeman's sacred right, 
There comes through all that dark and dreadful hour, 
An energy before unknown, a sacred power, 
The invading foe grows weak and melts away 
As snow, before the sunny smiles of May. 
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'Vhile Puritan and Pilgrim loud they praise, 
And Loyalists are lauded in our days. 
For those brave Pioneers who crossed the foam, 
And left th' Old \V orld to hew thenl out a home, 
\Vhere all was new, and strange, and wild, and rude, 
\Vho struggled on, with courage unsubdued, 
\Vhere hardihood and honest toil combine, 
Shall we forget a generous wreath to twine? 
No history, forsooth-we claim the past, 
Not only of this land, from first till last. 
The l\tIotherland shall ope for us the page, 
And who could ask a nobler heritage? 
Her history Is ours, her heroes grand 
In war or peace, a proud, illustrious band, 
We claim them all, in letters, art or song, 
To us and to our sons, these sires belong. 
In this new land of lakes and fertile meads 
We claim besides, our other later deeds 
In freer, purer, nlore untainted air, 
Where plenty leaves no vantage for despair. 
We boast of freedom real-to black and red, 
N or foot of serf our sacred soil may tread, 
That long ere Britain's dusky slaves were free, 
'Vhile Wilberforce was battling generously, 
Ere Southern neighbors dreamt the slave a man, 
And not a chattel, under bonds and ban; 
Our legislators 'neath fair Newark's trees, 
Declared our slaves were free on land or seas. 
Our treaties with the red man in his need 
I-Ia ve all been straitly kept in word and deed, 
And still they show with pardonable pride, 
The silver service by Queen Anne supplied, 
The medals handed down from sire to son 
\Vhieh tell of treaties made or battles won. 
For years our statesmen nobly sought to gain 
The rights their sons enjoy and now maintain, 
Nor England's nor Columbia's power so great 
Freedom to give to all in Chun'h and State, 
A hard and bitter battle long they fought. 
Nor was our sires' unselfish toil for nought. 


Then for our land unflinchingly we claim 
That on a broad, firm basis rests its fame. 
Be ours the willing task to help to build 
A long-enduring, glorious record, filled 
With all brave acts, of pure unselfish love, 
Of gentle, knightly deeds, inspired above, 
That our fair country justly may be famfld, 
That never may its children be ashamed. 
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Let each his part build, strong, and true, and sure, 
Then shall we have a history to endure, 
And Canada-our Canada-shall be 
A noble, Christian nation, great and free. 


CANADA. 


Our glorious heritage shall we forego 
In that far land? Forbids the loud refrain 
Alike fron} mountain peak and smiling plain, 
Our oceans three with wild waves echo-No. 
To gain our varied wealth as friend or foe. 
Our wily neighbour stretches wide in vain 
Her arms. For twice have we of this domain 
"fhrown back her hostile bands with forceful blow 
From crimsoned heights, from eastern citadel. 
Our north wind's breath has fostered son and sire, 
No weakling race; has kissed the maiden fair 
And given her cheek its wild rose hue; here dwell 
With freedom, hope, just laws, their heart's desire, 
True British sons. To break that tie beware. 


JAMES MURISON DUNN, M.A., LL.B. 
My humble wreath I, too, would sadly twine, 
Thy pupil and thy friend, upon thy bier, 
In tender grief for one to many dear. 
Alas! how poor, how weak these words of mine 
To tell thy worth! Where find 'mongst men thy peer 
Who saw what tasks in ardent youth were thine, 
Yet knew thee e'er in word or look repine, 
Or fail in filial care fronl year to year? 
"Whose life was work," even to the better end. 
Perfect 'by suffering, through a blameless life, 
Thy gift unto thy sons a spotless name, 
That coming years a well-earned rest might lend 
We hoped; the Master gave to close the strife 
His rest, to tired brain and weary frame. 


CENTENNIAL HYMN-ST. ANDREW'S CENTENNIAL, 1892. 


(Written for the Occasion.) 


With grateful hearts we come to Thee, 
Our fathers' God to praise in song, 
Who, through a century's slow course 
Hast watched and guarded us 80 long. 
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Thro.ugh fire and swo.rd, thro.ugh grief and fear 
A sure defence, a firm stro.ng to.wer 
Fo.r days o.f glo.o.m, and days o.f cheer 
Have pro.ved thy love, have pro.ved thy power. 


Pardo.n we ask with co.ntrite hearts 
Humbly fro.m Thee who. ne'er denied; 
Assured o.f those who.se prayers here ro.se, 
One Lo.rd, fo.r them, fo.r us, has died. 


As fo.r of o.ld thy peo.ple dear, 
The clo.udy pillar glided slo.w, 
Or fiery co.lumn lit their path, 
So. be o.ur guide while here belo.w. 


As thro' the mist o.f tears we see 
The fo.rms o.f lo.ved o.nes gone befo.re; 
Who. no.w thro.' Christ are safe with Thee
 
Help us to. meet them o.n that sho.re. 


Accept, 0 Lo.rd, the ho.mage meet, 
Grant that we greater heights attain; 
With glad thanksgivings at Thy feet 
Anew we co.nsecrate this fane. 


And no.w we ask that as o.f yo.re, 
Thro.' paths to. us unkno.wn, untrod, 
Do. Tho.u direct, pro.tect and guide, 
Go.d o.f o.ur Fathers, be our God. 


LAURA SECORD, 1911. 


We come a name to. place o.n this grand height, 
N o.t to. a general, king o.r statesman wise, 
Poet or peer, autho.r o.r man of might, 
But to. a wo.man go.od, whose name we prize. 


Who. here so.ught painfully amo.ng the slain, 
In grief to. find her husband wo.unded so.re, 
And saved his Ufe mid watches long o.f pain, 
With prayers to. the All Father to. resto.re. 


Who. o.n ano.ther day a daring deed 
Perfo.rmed to. save her co.untry and o.ur land, 
So. that this Canada of o.urø be freed 
To. us a herItage from stranger's hand. 
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Mid dangers dire o'er miry toilsome ways. 
From floods, wild beasts and still more cruel man. 
And now we twine her brows with fragrant bays, 
Deserved long ere these modern days began. 


Never did noble shaft survey such scene. 
Such wealth of fruitful trees, rich fields of grain, 
Of river blue, broad lake, never I ween, 
Far as the eye can reach such smiling plain. 


Upon this height made sacred with the blood 
Of men of different race of whom we boast, 
Who gave their lives in an unstinted flood, 
A little patriot band against a host. 


Upon this height where once nor twice alone, 
Have vast processions wended slow their way, 
In memory of our dead, their dust here strewn, 
Who nobly fen or held the foe at bay. 


To place of noble Brock on high the name, 
And when that shaft was marred by miscreant hand, 
Indignant friends in thousands trooping came, 
And generous treasure flowed from all the land. 


The red man, with his stately stride, here came. 
The steadfast Gael in striking garb arrayed. 
Then the young Prince, Peace Maker, well earned name, 
And rulers of our land their tribute paid. 


These scrolls to those who did and dared have told, 
And still shall tell to all in future years, 
Such names are not forgotten, but enrolled, 
Enrolled with symp.athetic pride and tears. 


And when in future days the tale is told 
To whom this stone? they ask in tones subdued. 
To one who, as the Master said of old, 
In words of praise, " She hath done what she could." 


1\, few lines fronl "The U. E.," by "Tnl. Kirby, written 
in 1846 but not printed till 1859, 111ust be given here. 
" The U. E." is a story of the days of the United Empire 
Loyalists-their persecutions and hardships, their coming 
in 1780-1784, the 'Yar of 1812, the struggle in 1837. rrhe 
poem consists of twelve cantos, and two of the early settlers 
-John Clement and John 'Vhihnore-are described under 
21 
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the names of Hauger .John arul \Valwyn. The lines quoted 
describe thp gathering- of the neigh10rs to ere('t a log house 
for the stranger. under the orùer::) of " Rangcr John." 


" To-day we come to take you by the hand, 
And make an opening on your timbered land, 
And raise a house wherein by fall of night 
Your own free hearth may welcome you aright. 
Then to their task the young men gaily sprang, 
And sharp and quick the biting axes rang; 
And soon the reeling forest bowed its head, 
And crashing trees their lofty honors shed, 
While toiling oxen drag the spoils away 
And bare an ample circle to the day. 
Old John walked through the midst, the soul of all, 
Who worked obedient to his boisterous call; 
Some hewed the logs, some shaped with nicer eye, 
While some, strong-handed, raised them up on high, 
Notch fitting notch, till pleasant in the wood 
An ample cabin in the clearing stood." 


Yet another author who:,p work:-:, if Hot printed in 
Niagara. were no doubt partly written thcre. 'rhe thre(\ 
\"olunle
 bv Robcrt Gourlay. "Thc StatistÜ'al ,..\('l'ount of 
Upper ra
acla, with a '
ie'
" to a <lranc1 Systenl of Enligra- 
tion." printed in England, IS:!2, giye us nluch light on 
early days, nlingled hcre anù there \'r"ith a pa
sionate 
tate- 
nlent of hi:-; wrong
. \rith a view to (\nrourage emigration 
he had sent out a Est of thirty-one que;:;tioIl::;, hanlliess 
enough (referring to 
0i1. wage
, roails, schools, churchcs, 
population), except thc thirty-fir:-:t. which asked, "\Yhat, 
in your opinion. retard
 tlw progrc
:-; of thc country?" rro 
preyent the answer to this hcing given. whirh would prob- 
ably be a nd \va
 in many ('ase
. " Thc la rge grants of land 
held by non-resideIlt
 on whi('h no ta:\e
 were paid. no roads 
nlade, the failure to pay war )o
se
. or to obtain dced
 for 
their land," the power:-: that lI'P},(' l1
eù their influcl1C'c 
() 
that this qucF'tion in many cascs rC111ained unanswercd, and 
:-:Olne townships 
eIlt no reply whatt'Yl'r, (1:-' wa
 thr ca
p with 
Niagara, and thu
 thiR VOIUlllC lacks 111uch inforInation 
whieh otherwiF'c luight have hcen given. Stalnford, 
GrÍlnsby. Grantluuu, \filloughhy, in the vicinity, scnt inter- 
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esting replies Íronl John Garner, 'Yillialn Crooks and 
.:\ndrew Pettitt, 'V. II. }lcrritt and ,Tanles Cummings, 
respectively. 
It iR rcmarkablt, tlIat ill the doeuluent prepared for Lord 
Brougham, an Act relating to Canada to ("orne before 
the British Parlianlent in 1824, Dcarly all thp ÌIuprove- 
l11;ents which took fifty years of struggle on the part of 
Canadians to accúmpliHh were outlined hy Gourlay, who, 
though sOlnetinle
 acting unwisely, hiç; lnind being 
unhinged by cruel treabnent, yet worked for the hetter- 
ment of Canada and the amelioration of the condition of 
the poor in Britain. The reconlmendations were, "that 
the proyinces be unitec1, but eaeh to have its own local gov- 
ernn1ent, that lcgislators be chosen by the people, that 
Canada should have repre
entatiol1 in the Imperial Par- 
liament, that the St. Lawrence navigation be ÏInproyed, 
that the Clergy Reserve lana be 
ecularizecl, that the British 
troops be remoyeù and Canada defend herself, that there 
be no duties between the 1Jnitprl States and Canada." 
Gourlay's far yÜ;ÏOll into the future has becn verified in 
almost every point, though through luany a hard struggle 
of wordy warfare and even 
tCrIler measure
. 



CHAPTER XLII. 
FRUIT IN TIlE NIAGARA PENINSULA. 


VARIOUS statenlents baye been made lately in the public 
papers, different persons claiming the honor of being the 
first who planted fruit trees, but fronl early records a much 
earlier date can be gi "en for good and plentiful fruit at 
Niagara and its vicinity. From the diary of l\Irs. Simcoe, 
July 2nd, ] 793, she 8ay
, in speaking' of two Indian visi- 
tors: "'Ve treated them with cherries, we having thirt.v 
large )Iay Duke cherry trees behind the hou
e and threp 
standard peach trees which supplied us last autumn for 
tarts and def'
ert
 during six 'week
, besides the number the 
young men ate. )Iy share was trifling compared with 
theirs, and I ate thÏrty in a day. 'They ,vere very slnall 
and high-flavored. "11en tired of eating- thellJ raw .Mr. 
Talbot roasted them, and they ,verc very good." Again, on 
Decmuber 2nd, 
he Ray
: "Frall('i
 hanaed plat<..s of apples 
to Indian visitors." 
Of course the cherry and peach tree
 DluSt have been 
plan ted some years hefore these dates, doubtless for the use 
of the officers she1tering at Navy Hall, built there in 1787. 
In an article of the Buffalo IIistorical Society, a letter of 
the Ron. Robert II amilton, dated :\Iarch 7th, 1794, says: 
"I have sent money to a friend in New York for fruit 
trees, from a nursery in Long Island, for an Agricultural 
Society established here," and urges that they be forwarded 
by the first hoat to come to this place. Secretary William 
.J arvis, in describing the ,veIl-stocked ccllar of his house 
in Niagara, on N ovembcr 22nd, 1793, n1ention
 two barrels 
of apples. In letters of the Count de Pui,aye to Ron. 
Richard Cartwright, grandfather of the late Sir Richarù 
Cartwright, there 'are referen('e
 to fruit and iInporting 
shrubs and tTees, and lIon. H. Cartwright, in a letter frOJll 
Kingston, thanks De Puisaye for a present of peaches, which 
were excellent, and which 
1.adame Cartwright pronounced 
delicious. In connection with this, Mr. R. 
I. Warren, who 
308 
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owned the property lnany years after, tells that there were 
old pear trees with most delicious fruit. Although skilled 
in fruit-culture, he had never seen similar varieties. Prob- 
,ably these 'were brought from France to the Count de 
Puisaye. The farnl is now owned by l\ir. 'v. K. Jackson, 
and is nearly three miles from Niagara. 
In the J ourual of Captain Langslow, who viRited Njagara 
in Septelnber, 1817, he tells of peaches being plentiful. 
Old residents used to tell of the apples being picked on the 
13th of October, before the battle 'Of Queenston Heights. 
...-\11 these show how e.arly fruit trees 'were grown in Niagara. 
In the newspapers of 181'( it is mentioned that "a poor nlan 
'who settled on land ten miles out of town, about twenty 
years ago, has an apple tree in his orchard which produced 
this season thirty bushels 'Of apples, which would make 
three barrels of cider that is ,vorth five dollars a barrel on 
the spot; this one tree ,viII produce, .with a little labor, 
fifteen dollars." In 1833 Radcliffe or 
IcGrath tells of 
peaches sold for a shilling a bushel. Gourlay, who was here 
in 1818-19, mentions, in his work published in 1822 in 
England, that peaches were plentiful. 
In the first poem published in Upper Canada, at York, 
1825, is stated that between Niagara and Queenston they 
saw 


CC Plum, cherry, apple, pear and peach, 
And some their pendant branches reach." 


In 1828, in H ortic1Ût1lral News) it is mentioned that 
"]'Iagnum Bonum and egg plums have suffered, peaches 
are in plenty, early apples and pears are coming into the 
market." In a late article by A. 1\1:. Smith, in speaking of 
the :first peaches for commercial purposes he mentions sev- 
eral nanles: "The first peaches of which we have any record 
were pl.anted along the Niagara River, below Queenston, 
by James Durham, in 1825. AnotheT was planted by 
George Stevens, a retired army officer, about 1830." But 
we have seen mention of peaches thirty years before this. 
He goes on to say that" the firRt real commercial orchard 
was planted by Joseph and John Brown, 'about :fifty years 
ago." But it must have been before that, as on the menu 
card at the Queen's Hotel, Toronto, where the Prince of 
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\V'ales was entertained in 1860, occur the word
, "Brown's 
peaches," showing that they nlust at that tÜne have had 
quite a reputation, which would put back the date consider- 
ably before that date. 
The first apples sent ronlmercially to Britain were sent 
by R. :N. Ball, fronl NiagRra, and had the" Beaver" brand. 
A noted horticulturist was Judge 'Canlpbell, \vho died in 
1860. F. G. N a
h was the first to rai'RP figs in the open 
air, followed hy 1\Ir. IIenry Paffard, an cnthusiastic and 
succes:-:ful hortieultnrist. 1 t i
 told that when our present 
I\:ing George V., then Duke of Cornwall, WRS entertained 
at the Queen's Royal, Niagara, in October, 1901, that 
figs were 
ent by l\Ir. Paffnrd, and on thp Du('he

 asking 
for them the next evening, word was sent, and 1\ir. Paffard 
gathered thenl by the 1ight of a lantern. Mr. Charles 
Hunter also succeeded in raising figs in the open air. 



.cHAPTER XLIII. 
REFERENOES TO EARLY BOO/iS OF TRA VEL. 


THESE references have been collected from seventy dif- 
ferent sources. SOll1e, alas, can no longer be consulted, 
having gone up in smoke and fl,ame on that doleful day 
,vhen, by the grossest carelessness, the ParlianlCntary library 
was almost totally destroyed by fire. J.lany happy hours 
of many days had been spent there examining and taking 
notes from early newspapers and early books of travel. 
C.opies of many have since been donated, but others can 
neyer be replaced. The earliest record of this neighbor- 
hood is that of Father Daillon, 1626, and Galinée, in 
1640, and we all know of La Salle in 1679. In 1759, in 
the General Lee papers, there is a glowing description of 
the newly-acquired British possessions at the nlouth of 
the river, the beauty of which beggars all description. 
Captain P. Campbell, in 1791, tells of being entertained 
both in Niagara and Queenston. 
The Duke de la Rochefoucauld Liancourt spent nine- 
teen days here in 1795, and JIiss Ann Powell canle Ï11 1789. 
A letter, or rather a diary, of a visitor to Niagara in 1793 
gives many particulars of Rev. R. .A.ùdisoll, Hon. R. Han1ÏI- 
ton, Governor Simcoe, etc. Another traveller was here in 
1797, and Maude in 1800., Mellish in 1806-11, Heriot in 
1806, Schultz in 180.7; all in that decade give us details 
more or less interesting referring to the people, buildings, 
game, soldiers, fish caught, unhealthine
'S fronl swanlps. 
Captain Campbell speaks of seeing one thousanù fish caught 
in a seine net, mostly whitefish 
 sometimes six thousand 
were caught in one day. l\Iellish speaks of twenty dry goods 
stores where articles might be bought as well as at 1\iont- 
real. Heriot has a picture showing Fort George, Navy 
IIall, St. Mark's Church, and a few other buildings. 
In the next decade we have l\lichael Smith, who defends 
the British from the charge of paying the Indians for 
scalps, and tells that nlany 'Of the storie'S so .told were 
311 
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fa1se. Duncan describes the jail in 181R, and Howison, 
who 8pent Bonle tin1e here, gives a curious reference to the 
high water that year, and di
rn:;;
es its cau:;:es 
 the water 
that year heing seyen feet higher than usual. Hodgson, in 
1819-20, seen1S to have been in a bad humor, and gives a 
gruesome story of a soldier being flogged at Fort 
Iissis- 
sauga. Goldie, who was a skilled botanist. and travelled 
much of the way from 
Iontreal on foot, gathering :flowers, 
sent three collections home to Scotland, but all were lost on 
the way by shipwreck or otherwise. lIe, like others, lays 
particular stress -on the fine building just erected for the 
jail and courthouse, as being the finest in the Province. 
He also refers to the imprisonment of Gourlay there, and 
seems to think he was treated unjustly. 
Frequent references are nlade by travellers to regiments 
here, to the hospitality shown by officers, to the streets 
being at right angles, to the wide streets and the town 
being well laid out; also n1any refer to the prevalence of 
fever and ague, and one tells that the people were called 
Yellowheads. The forts are described, and sometimes the 
services in the churches; also the inns or taverns, some of 
which we can locate; others elude our search. Langslow, 
in 1817, stayed at the hotel of A. Rogers, and was roy- 
ally entertained by officers. He gives an interesting 
reference to Sir Walter Scott, as his brother, Pay- 
master Scott, of the 70th Surrey, was here and was 
commonly supposed by the officers to be the author of 
the \Va verley Novels. We all know how carefully the 
secret was kept, and it was not till the Crash of 1826 that 
Sir Walter acknowledged the authorship, and the mystery 
of the" Great Unknown" was solved. 
Iany references 
are made to the abundance of fruit-peaches, cherries, etc. 
In the next score of years we have E. A. Talbot in 1824, 
Pickering in 1826, J. L. .Alexander in 1825, who wrote the 
first poem we know of in Upper Canada (solne lines have 
been quoted referring to the scenery), Fidler in 1832, Rad- 
cliffe in 1833, 
Irs. Jameson in 1837-8, who rcfers to the 
slave rescue, sometimes called a slave riot. In 1837 we 
read of Francis Bond Head giving an address to 431 of 
the colored population. John Galt, too, has a reference to 
Niagara. Langslow mentions Forsyth's Inn, at Niagara 
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Falls. "Stayed at A. Rogers', Sept. 23rd; dined at the 
lness ûf the 70th; walked to inn at ten to eleven o'clock, 
rain pouring, water up to the knees, nearly a mile 
to go. They live well, good mess-room, but barracks in- 
famous. Visited Mississauga, then Fort George, which 
had been curtailed one-half; walked over the grave of 
Brock, next the flagstaff on highest bastion. On the 25th 
visited Fort Niagara; went by stage to Queenston; a tall 
pole like a flagstaff on the spot ,vhere Brock fell. On re- 
turn for the thernlometer, on September 29th, at Colonel 
Grant's, ate plenty of his fine peaches. Saw Captain Vava- 
sour, of the Engineers." 



CHAPTER XLIV. 


TTIS/TORS AT :A'1.1GARA. 


I
 a paper read before IIistorical Societies entitled 
"Canadian History as Exemplified by '....isitors at Niagara," 
it was shown that ahnost every important event in the 
history of Ontario at lcast is brought up by the nanle of 
a visitor at Niagara, thus, the first 
ettlenlent at Fort 
Niagara, 1679; the conquest from the French in 1739; 
the Revolutionary 'YaI', 1775-1783; the formation of the 
Province of Upper Canada, 1792; the \Yar of 1812; the 
struggle for Representatiyc Hoyernment, 1818-1810; the 
\Velland Canal, 1826; the Rehpllion, lR37-38; the Rebel- 
lion Losses Bill, and the efforts for 
'\.llnexation, 1849; the 
American CiviJ 'Var, 18()1-64:; the Fpuian Raid, 1866; the 
Boer \YaI', 1899-190.2, and many other events in the his- 
tory of our country. 
It is a long roll call froIn La Salle the indomitable, in 
1678, to the perhaps no le..:s indolnitable little Premier, Sir 
Oliver l\Iowat, in 1892 and 1894, a long roll of soldier and 
priest, Royal Duke and Indian chief, general and bishop, 
poet and rebel, French C'ùunt anù ...\merican envoy, prince 
and slave, famine-stricken cn1Ïgrants and naval officers, 
confederate ex-presiùent anti French duke, prÍf.;:oner in the 
condenlned cell anù Ontario Pr(,lnier, early legislators, 
Lords ,and Cûmmon:-:, governor and midshipman, Indian 
captives and rangers, tClnperance orators and opera singers, 
literati and refugee:;.:, pre
enting an ever-shifting kaleido- 
scopic effect, each naInc recalling some remnrkable epoch 
in the history of our land. 
Besides the prc
cnce of three Lieutenant-Governors, Sim- 
coe, Brock and 
faitland, two Governors, DufÏerin and 
Elgin, several royal visitors who spent here a longer or 
shorter tinle-the Duke of }\:ent, the Prince of Wales our 
late King, and the Duke of Corn\\all our present King, the 
Duke of l

dinhurgh, Prin('e Arthur, the French Duke de la 
Rochefoucauld Liancourt, the French Count General de 
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Puisaye, the Bishop of QUf'bec and Bishop Macdonell, Pre- 
sident Harrison and ex-President Davis, the poet Thomas 
Moore and Mrs. J anleSOll the art critic, another ,vriter, 
Major Richardson, D' Arcy 
ieGee and J. B. -Gough. 
In 1626 it is said n1a
s ,va
 said by Daillon, and again 
in 1687 hy Father Hennepin, under La Salle. In 1'183 
and 178-:1 n1any United Elnpire Loyalists settled here; 
indeed, even earlier, :as we know that one of the Gilbert 
falnily of Indian captives ,vas liying on the farm of John 
Secord in 1781. Governor Sinlcoe canlC in 1792, as also 
the Duke of ICent came in the I{:ïng's 
hip 
{ohawk to 
Navy H'all, and was entertained by the Governor, ,vas 
taken to the Falls, ,vhere was one 8n1alliog hut for visitors, 
went down fron1 Table Rock by the "rude, rickety Indian 
ladder." A.t Queen
t()n he was entertained by the Hon. R. 
Hamilton, and at Fort 
 iagara lnet Brant, where foot-races 
and Indian games wcre giyen for his 'amusement. It is 
told that on the con1plaint of some .of the settlers that pay- 
ment was being exacted for food given out from the stores 
sent out for their relief in the " Hungry Year," he indig- 
nantly ordered this to be stopped. The Bishop of Quebec 
(Bishop M.ountain) visited Niagara in 1794 and an address 
was presented by the inhabitant!s, ,August 14th, to which 
he nlade a suitable reply. The address was signed by 
Ralfe Clench, Clerk of the Peace. It begins, "To the Right 
Rev. Father in God Jacob." His Lordship arrived in His 
Majesty's armed vessel Jfississauga
 and hp confirmcd a 
number of young persons. In 1795 three An1erican Com- 
n1issioners came to nlakf1 a treaty with the Indians. In 
1795 the Duke de la RochefoucRtild Liancourt spent nine- 
teen days here, entertained hospitably by the Governor. In 
1798 arrived the French Count de Puisaye, also recalling 
to us thc horrors of the French Revolution. In 1795, the 
great explorer Alexander )ilackcnzie visited here after he 
had traced the :M
ackenzie River 'and afterwards reached 
the Pacific Ocean through ahnost incredible difficulties. In 
1799 arrived His Excellency R. Lister, Ambassador 
from His Britannic Majesty to the United States, accon1- 
panied by Lord II. Stewart, Mr. E
skine and Mr. 
Thornton; after a short stay they left for Philadelphia. 
In 1804, the 'poet MOQre was entertained ten days at 
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Fort George by General Brock (then Colonel Brock), and 
a legend exists of the oak tree in the n1iddle of the road 
to Queenston under which the poet "at when comþosing 
one of his songs. In N oven1ber, 1812, a nU1l1ber of Indian 
C'hiefs of different trihes nlet in the Council House to offer 
their condolence for the death of Brock. 'The nine hundred 
taken prisoners at Queenston Heights n1ay be classed 
a1l1ong the unwilling ,isitors to Niagara, being sent to 
Toronto and then to Quebec, and we nlust not forget the six 
thousand, who, in l\Iay 1813, took. possession of the town. 
A visitor during the L1..nlerican occupation was General 
Harrison, afterwards President of the United States. It 
is told that he talked onc day with DOlninick IIenry, the 
lighthouse-keeper, and a Cornwallis veteran, who, not 
recognizing him, being in plain ,clothes, recalled 111any deeds 
.of British valor and showed sonle e1l1barrassnlent in :find- 
ing it was an Anlerican officer to WhOl11 he had been holding 
forth, but was 111uch relieved to find he w'as not blan1ed. 
Another very different visitor ,vas Robert Gourlay, called 
the Banished Briton, imprisoned, in 1819, six months in 
the jail and court house built in 1817. In 1822 canle 
Si1l10n }{cGillivray froln England to settle the vexed ques- 
tion as to which was the Grand Lodge of Free1l1asons, 
Niagara or York. 
In 1824, Sir Peregrine liaitland, Lieutenant-Governor, 
attended a meeting for the fonnation of a. S.P.C.I(. branch. 
The name of Lady Sarah Maitland recalls the tragic fate of 
her father, another Governor-General, the Duke of Rich- 
111ond. In 1825 the local paper records an illustrious visi- 
tor at Fort George, the Duke of Saxe-" eimar, and in 1827 
Bishop Macdonell, who so nobly pioneered the country for 
those of his faith, visited Niagara and was entertained by 
Colonel 
IacDougal. In the register of the R01l1an Catho- 
lic Church it is recorded that he baptized several infants. 
..A,nother vi
itor was Hon. "\Villiam TIamilton Merritt, who, 
in 1824-25-26, did such strenuous ,vork visiting many cities 
in Canada, the "fTnited States and Britain for the 'Velland 
Canal, so that in 1829 vessels reached Buffalo and the 
al1l10st insuperable barrier between the lakes had been over- 
C01l1e. The next visitor waR an esC'aped slave from Kentucky, 
Moseby by name, who was followed by his master; to 
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prevent his return ,to slavery hundreds of his dusky friends 
combined, and lives were lost, but he escaped. This episode 
gives us a glimpse at the Rebellion, as SOll1e of those con- 
fined in the jail on account of this were released to forTIl a 
company of blacks. In 1837, and again in 1838, a brilliant 
star in the literary horizon of that day, 1\frs. Jameson, the 
wife of the Receiver-General, was entertained by 
Ir. John 
Alma, anù gives her in1pressions of life in Canada in her 
"Sun1mer Ranlbles and 'V inter Studies," lively descrip- 
tions, roseate or gloonlY as the weather on her mood dic- 
tated. rrhis gifted wriier gives us SOllle curious particulars 
of her visit to that renlarkable nlan, Colonel rralbot, who 
was at one time a visitor to Niagara, being private secretary 
to Sin1coe; he renounced his n1ilitary career to live a soli- 
tary life, and founded the Talbot Settlenlent in 1803, the 
centenary of which was lately held. 
David Tholl1pson, a member of the Royal Scots, taught 
here and "'Tote the first history of the War of 1812, and 
l\Iajor RichardsoIl wrote here some of his novels. 
}[orreau, a leader in the affair of the Short Hill
, was 
i 111 prisoned ill the jail and executed. Then comes the 
heroic deed of 
faria Wait, who, to save the life of her hus- 
band, also condenlned to death, travelled to Quebec to 
interview Lord Durhanl, next to England to intercede for 
hin1. 
In 18-:1:9, Lord Elgin, after the rioting in 
Iontreal and 
the burning of the Parlianlent Buildings, following his 

igning the Rehellion Loss
s Bill (which bring:;: up the 
attelnpt at Annexation), called at Niagara on his way to 
the Falls and would haye 111et with a rough reception had 
not better coull::;el preyailed. and he was actually burned 
in effigy in what is llOW the Xiagara Park. 
The visit of the noted tenlperance lecturer, 
T. B. Gough, 
points the beginning of the tenlperance wa'\e and recalls 
the effort:-; of the devoted Father 1vlathew, and a lecture 
by the eloquent D' A.rey 
r('Gee calls up the Fenian move- 
lnent, and the fact that he was a n1artyr to hi3 loyalty to 
the Governnlent .which he had once opposed. 
The visit of onr late I
ing, then the Prince of "'ales, 
recalls the n1ell1ory of" various ceremonies, as the opening 
oÍ the Vietoria TIrirlge. and the unyeiling of the obelisk at 
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Queenston, n1arking the 
pot where Brock fell. Thp 
Prince ,vas 
taying at thl) Zinnncrnlan House at 
the Fal1s whcn a deputation (.onsisting of Hon. ,Yo fJ. 
]'Ierritt, .1ohll Sinlpson and 'riHianl Kirby invited 
him to ,-i
it Niagara and St. Catharines. Blondin per- 
fornled hi
 wonderful feat of walking on a rope over 
the ri\er, carrying a nlan. Laura Secord had an intervie"r 
with the Prince, which brings up the thought of her walk 
of nearly twenty n1ile..;; in ] 81:3 toO warn our f'Ûrce
 at 
Rea"er DanI. whìeh a,'erted a great calanÚty. The Prince 
on his return'to England ::,(ìnt hrr a present of -E100. This 
visit recalls several interesting event
. ffhe steaJner Peer- 
less, Captain Dick, had left Toronto at fiye in the morning 
for Queenston, calJing at Port Dalhousie and Niagara. 
.ß1any veterans of 1812 were on board, anrl at Queenston an 
address was presented hy one hundred and sixty survivors 
of ,the war, nlany oQf ,vholn were waiting on the IIeights. 
Hon. 
T. B. Robinson pre
ented the addre
:;. 
\mong tho
(1 
present from Niagara and vicinity were Hon. 'V. II. Dick- 
son, Colonel Kingsmil1, Colonell\IacDougal, )lr. J. C. Ball, 

Ir. R. 'Voodruff. The Prince, after going to the top of 
the monulnent, went on hoard the Zinunerman, Captain 
)Iilloy, at eleven o'clock, calling at Niagara, where arches 
and flag
 greeted the Royal visitor. Two addresses ,rere 
presented, one by 1\fayor Clench ironl the Council, the 
other by .J udge Lawder from the 
Iagistrate
. ::\[r. Robert 

Iiller presented a basket of fruit, and his niec'e, )fiss 
[ar- 
jory )IcM ullen, a bouquet of flowers. She was then a child 
of three or four and is now living in Niagara and remem- 
bers thf\ kis
 of t}w Prince in acknowledgment. ...\n 
amu
ing 
tory i
 told of a Kiagara belle who danced with 
the Prince in three ùiffcrent cities and who, ,vith her 
mother, f'urreptitiously camp on board the Z1.nunerman at 
Qucenston to the inten:-:e c1i:,gust of that ðtcrn guardian, 
the Dukp of 
\)\\'('a
tle, hut a
 the ðteanwr wa
 no\\ ill thp 
river before it "'a:-- disco,'ered that the Prince was talking 
to the young lady, the Duke contented hÜnsclf with order- 
ing the la<lips to be landed at the first stopping-place. 
In 1867, ex-Prc
ident Davi
 visited J. W. :Jlasoll, who 
with many Southern families wa
 living- here, and made 
a speech to a va
t concourse of people when serenaded by 
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the town banel. 'fhE? house was that now occupied by l\:liss 
Fell. 1\Iany gentlelnen called, among them Ven. Arch- 
deacon Fuller, Dr. }lcMurray, Canon Dixon, Rev. C. Camp- 
bell and the ROlnan Catholic clergy. 
lr. Davis lnade a 
speech, closing with the won1s, "l\Í
y peaee and prosperity 
ever be the bles
ing of Canada. for :-:he has heen the asylunl 
of many of Iny friend
, as 
he is now an a
ylunl for myself. 
T hope that tCanada may forever remain a part of the 
British Elnpire ,and lllay God bless you all, -and may the 
British flag never cease to wave over you." 
The St. Alban's raid and the expense we were put to in 
defending our frontier is recalled by the presence with us 
for SOlne time of Bennet Y OUllg", Spur and other young 
Southerners. General 
Ia:-::on was one of the envoys (M-ason 
and Slidell) sent to Britain by the Southern States, ,vhose 
forcible renloval from H Britis'h steamer by a 1J nited States 
man-of-war threatened to illyolve the two nations in a 
frightful war. All this 
erYes to connect U
 with the 

t\n1erican Civil 'Yar. 
In 1866 the presence in our Jail tin their renloval to 
Toronto of prisoners who had surrendered to our force
, 
brings back to us the nleulory of the Fenian Raid. 
In 1884 the centenary of the landing of the United 
Empire Loyalists and the presence of Indians recall the 

uffering
 'Of 178-1 anò the faithfulness of the red ll1an as 
our ally. The chiefs and warriors, sonle of thenl survivors 
of the 'Var of 1812, relninded us of treaties faithfully 
observed alike by white and red nlan. 
In 1892, the centenary of the formation of the Province, 
we heard a speech of Sir Oliver 
Iowat, celebrated for the 
strong tern1S used in opposition to the ,A_llnexation schen1es 
of ,a few dissatisfied, a speech tuned to the words of Sir 
John 
lacdonald, when he ,.said, "I will live ,and die a 
British subject." Sir Oliver r-:aid, in speaking of our 
southern neighbors, "They are our hrothers, T like them, 
but I do I
ot want to belong to them." 
Dean Stanley, in l
!)O, visited us and said, when view- 
ing St. Mark's, "Do not aUo\v it to be touched" (in altera- 
tion). "r:rhis is a piece of old ]i
ngland:' 
In 1884 Niagara was visited by our present l(ing, then 
Prince George and a n1idshiplnan, and an amusing cir- 
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('umstance is related in connection with this and his later 
visit in 1901, when Duke of Cornwall. Prince George was 
entertained by Senator Phnnb, it being the day of the 
annual Town and Township Fair, where the exhibit in 
fruit always rivals, if it does not surpass, that of the Exhi- 
bition in Toronto. The Prince, having no doubt never 
seen such fruit before, was curious enough to reach out 
his hand and lift fro III the plate a peach to examine it, 
when one of the attendants promptly rapped his knuckles, 
saying, " Hands off," quite unaware that thi
 'vas his future 
king, who quite n1eekly received the reprinland. Years 
after when, in 1901 with the Duches
, the Duke spent a 
day of rest at Niagara at the Queen's Royal; the same 
attendant was on duty, having now become the Chief Con- 
stable of the town. The Prince, being told of this, said he 
had forgiven but had not forgotten it. I t is told also 
that on his first visit, being taken out to view a model peach 
orchard, the bluff fruit farmer unceremoniously asked him 
"How is the old lady?" n1eaning .our august sovereign 
Queen Vict'Ûria. 
Lord Dufferin, too, in his speech at .Niagara, referred, 
,vith his silver tongue and eloquent words, to the wealth of 
this fruit region, then lately developed. 
.A.nd last, but not lea
t, nlust not be forg.otten another 
yisitor, or rather two, I
rd Dunc10nald and the horse he 
rode into Ladysmith, recalling those days of anxiety when 
we heard news of disaster after disaster and our hearts sank 
within us, till finally Lac1ysl1lith and 
Iafeking were re- 
lieved, Pretoria taken, and we watehed with pride the 
deeds of our own volunteers and saw that they nobly sus- 
tained the honor of thc 
Iaple Leaf and did 1110re to Will 
appreciation for Canada than had ever been done before. 
They seelned to posse:-:s an adaptability unknown to somc 
of the reginlents and wcre fortunate in this, that the white 
flag was not raised by th(\lll nor werc they taken prisoner
. 
They died for the honor of Britain, many honlC
 in Canada 
losing their nohlcst and hest, who now lie on th(\ 
'\frican 
,.cldt. 
And the literary life of Canada is exenlplified by the 
presence of the veteran litterateur, 'Villiam Kirby, who 
came as a visitor from Kentucky in 1838, he says, with a 
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rifle and a box of books. His work "Le Chien D'Or" is 
perhaps the best Canadian historical romance that has been 
written, giving that fearful story of revenge recalled by 
the legend on the building- in Quebec, where still may be 
seen the Golden Dog. His" U. E." gives ll1any stories 
of pioneer life, and his Canadian Idylls, too little known, 
give the story of ll1any of the engagen1ents in the War of 
1812 and previous to that date. 
The love of ll1usic of the Niagarian is shown by the 
presence here on October 26th, 1853, of Le Petit Ole Bull, 
who played .on the violin before a Niagara audience, and 
in November, Madame Anna Bishop sang; -al'8o Brochsa, 
the harpist, played the Grand ]\farch composed by him for 
Napoleon. Tickets were $1.00. A little later a sacred 
oratorio, ]\Iendelssohn's Elijah, was perfonned in St. 
Andrew's Church under the leadership of Bandmaster 
H'arkness, of the R.C.R. In 1880 the opera Queen Esther 
was brought out by Professor Lane, who skilfully gathered 
together to help hin1 about a hundred singers of all denomi- 
nations. The Queen was Miss Belle Flanigan, the chief 
soprano. Among those who took part were the Misses 
Follett, Ball, Paffard, and Messrs. Blain, Milloy, Varey, 
l\fcClelland, Cork, GenIe, 
Iasson, etc. In 1884 Schiller's 
Song of the Bell was performed for the organ fund of 
St. 1fark's. Miss Ada Blake was the able pianist, and 
Messrs. Geddes and "\Varren gave much assistance. 
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11\ speaking of points of interest, no doubt nUlnerous 
omissions have been made. One particularly may be 111en- 
tioned--the beautiful grounds of the Chautauqua Park. 
This was forlnerly the Crooks property and called Crooks- 
ton. It was bought in 1887 ,for the SUInnler nleetings of the 
Chautauqua As:;;emhly. Tents ,vere erected, two hotels built, 
a large amphitheatre constructed, cottages built, and for 
several years sunlnler meetings were held, lectures given, 
cIas:;;cs conducted, religious, educational; physical culturc, 
-as club swinging, swinlming; also music, drawing, kin- 
dergarten, botany classes, but unfortunately the plan failcd, 
though much thought and labor 'vere bestowed upon it. 
The indolllitable perseverance of 
Ir. R. l\L Warren, who 
worked early and late, must be mentioned, also the mana- 
ger, L. C. Peake. The cottages are still occupied in sum- 
TIler by the owners and visitors, "rho enjoy the facilities 
for fishing, hathing, and the shade of the magnificent oaks 
which abound. Thc One-:\file Creek and Two-l\1:ile Ponrl 
are falnous resort
 for the Boy Scout
, and the grounds 
forll1 a paradise for the botanist. Here and in the neigh- 
borhood are found n1any rare flower
. rrhp yam, ,vhich 
Spotton 
ays i
 only founù at ITalnilton, ,vas found here. 
....<\mong trees thc rrulip tree, the Sa
safraR, the Catalpa, 
Dogwood and Papaw. Rirds ahound,-the blue-jay, oriole, 
hUll1ming bird, scarlet tanager; the Eng]i
h pheasant ha;;; 
lately been introdurc(l. Nor on the con1mon Jnu
t he for- 
goth'n the Sw('ct Briar, though lately a fungus has bccn 
very injurious; in 
epteInher mushrooln
 ahound on the 
common anll in nlf'a(lo,v
-Jlot soon will he forgotten the 
pleasures of mushroom gathering. ,At Niagara Glen many 
orchidp. are fonnd, ancl in the woods and on the lake :;;hore 
what profusion of fruit and flower and fern-water lily, 
potentilla anserina. marsh marigold, celandine, blue-eyed 
grass, 
T ack-in-the-pulpit or Indian turnip, fringed gentian, 
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as well as the closed gentian, Indian pipe or corpse plant, 
golden rod, teasel, anemone, maiden-hair fern, and many 
other varieties, 11loth 11lullein, always relnembered as the 
first flower examined botan
cally and discovered to be 
Scrophulariaceæ, Verhascunl Blattaria. 
Memories srtilliinger üf the lectures given, of the enter- 
tainments of Sauahbrah from Burmah, of the elocution of 
Professor Clark, particularly one night when giving the 
magnificent chariot race in Ben Hur, his voice competing 
with the loud ,tooting of the train, the closing ","'ords " and 
the race was won;" the reporter the next day felicitously 
phrased it " and the professaire won." 
Here must close our story of Niagara. Imperfect as it is 
it may induce others to give reminiscences of our beloved 
town. 
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